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- Even prostitution can attract converts to cults

by Kathy Mehler,
. InterVarsity Piess publishes racks-full of

_seeminyly insignificant books on Chrlstianity

and what can be termed Christian cults. De-
spite their sue and price, these booka make

valuable and interesting reading. *
JohnMoriconi's Children of God, Famity of

. Love describes how David Berg twists scripture

and Chnstanity Into a cult that uses prostitu-
tion a3 a form of wlnnmg convriis to the
Family.

Berg's qroup stapted ps Teens for Christ,
was dubbed Children of God in 1969 and later
became Family of Love in 1978. Berg also
changed his name In the process from David
to Moses David and ogain to Father David.

The book tells us that “much of the Family
of Love theology centers around the person of
David Berg.” The Family accepts his writing as
the word of God and it Is equal to the Bible In
importance. But Berg Is contradicting the Bible
by adding his extra interpretation of God's
word John says In Revelations 22:18 that any-
one who adds anything to the words of prophe-
cy in the Bible will be punished by the plagues
that are descnbed in it

Bery also preaches that “we do not have to
keep the 10 Commandments.” So he con-
cludes that sins, such as adultery, are no longer
sins.-In fact, Eerg says that sex can be an

effecuve way to get new members. "He consid-

ers the physical attributes of the women in the
Famuily of Love 10 be the ban that will lure the
fish into the organuzglion,” wiites Mariconl,
Beirg has even written an instrucuon manu-
al on "Furty Fishing” (the FF-er's Handbook)
that will guide the Family member as she fol-

lows her evangelical calling. “If you don't know
how 1o let these guys know that you nee:
money, you ought to get out of the FF-in
business! It's nice to win souls, but It's got t
pay lor Itsell,” Berg writes,

Ancther cull that uses the Bible to som.
degree for Its religious foundaton was stane.
by Victor Paul Wierwille In 1953. Now, an est
mated 20,000 to 100,000 Way member
preach the Gospel according to Wierwille.

But there Is one glaring flaw In Wiervalle’
“Christian” theology—he denles that Jesu:
Christ Is God, the Son, although he acknow
ledges that Jesus is a son of God. Wierwli
even wrote a book entitled Jesus Christ Is Nc
God. Perhaps he just didn't notice John 1030
"I {(Jesus) and the Father are one,”

In his book, Joel MacCollam writes the
Way members must pay 3100 to aftend .
“Power of Abundant Living™ program wher-
they hsten to 12 three-hour laped sessior
given by Wierwille. “The highlight Is when Th:
Doctor’ (Wierwille) teaches his students how
speak In tongues as an essential pan of th:
more abundant life he offers.”

Both Chlidren of God, Famlly of Love an
The Way of Victor Paul Wierwllle are wort
pickung up. For 50 cents a copy, they give
thorough rundaown of what to expect fror
these two culls, .
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“Help me Tes

SCN?

By LYNNE WATSON

Hongkong resident Mrs Pat Fugpiss
has been asked 10 help a grandmother in
Britain who is trying to rescue her grand-
children from the Children gL God cult.

Mrs Furniss belongs 1o an organisation of
British parents whose children have been recruited
by this cult. | .

The Children gf God organisation, also known
as the Family of . began in California in the
late 19603 buf*Wow operates mostly outside the
United States. :

Hongkong is one of the Family's most lucrative
bases, and a centre for its publishing empire (See
related sriicles on Page 18)

The sect maintains about 40 members in
Hongkong. New oncs continually fly in to replace
those who may lace visa exlension problems here.

Two years ago Mrs Furniss lreed one of her
own daughters from a London home operated by a
Family cnlon{.

Last week the British anti-cult organisation
phoned her and asked her to help lup{l'y informa-
tion on the sect to M Maureen McArdle of
Leeds, Yorkshire. L N !

She afrecd 1o send M McArdle copies of
pamphleu — known as MO letters — wrilten by
the cult’s founder, David (“Father Moses™) Berg
on the sex lives of children.

She posied » of Father David's 1977
pamphlet, Child Brides, to Lecds. )

Parents raising children within the Family pre
Mecing Britain rather than having to observe court
orders brought by worried relatives, say Mrs
McArdle and other British opponents of the sect.

Mrs McArdle 1old the SCM Post in a Ionr
distance phone call that her daughter Claire (2
and son-in-law Jay Riley, of Canada, had left
England in defliance of a High Court order. | :
e order made Claire's two children, a girl

(15 months) and a boy (three months) wards of
the court, in s case brought by Mrs McArdle~

She intended to seck final custody of the babies
for hersell and Mt McArdle, a 5)-year-old con-
uction site foreman,

Mrs McArdle sought more documentation on
Father David's teachings regarding the sexual
lives of children raised within the cult.

Father David himsell, now a millionaire, frF-
uently changes bases butl is belicved 1o be in
witzerland,

Mrs McArgie explained that she and her

‘| husband became alarmed about possible abuse of
‘| their grandchildren after reading cult literature,
1| meant for members only,

The Leeds grandmother confronted her daugh-
ter, who replied that there was nothing wrong in
Father David's unusual sexual recommendations,
either for children or for adults,

Among his admonitions is that female follow-
ers should not use birth control.

e —— e -
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cult children’

*They arc our business.

“You wouldn't understand them.

“How we bring up our family is our concera.

“But it will be with love."

However, Mrs McArdle told the SCM Post:
“Eight children in Britain who were wards of
court have been taken out of the couniry by this
cult.

*We are heartsick,” she continued, declining to
“f" whal steps she and her husband will wke in an
effort 1o retrieve their grandchildren from the cult.

In the Child Brides pamphlet, Father David as
usual meanders on ltml his own prolific if
basically misogynistic sexual history, and adds:

“I've said before that | think the Lord must
have been in favour of marriage at about 12 0r 13,
because you're first able to have children at that
2

e.
Father David, who was an impoverished evan-
, Belist most of his life until he devised a new means
of ensnaring troubled and gullible youth, said he
wl‘:;hecl that he had married when be was 15 yaars
old.

Two excultists from the Hongkong branch
who helped the SCM Post €1pase Berg's opera-
tions here, said that the guru's apprmch 10 sex
education for children was what finally caused
them to flee the sect.

The most controversial practice of this cull is
that women and girl members must do “Flin
Fishing™ — seeking converts and money by -
tulion — 8 practice well-documented by former
members and the cult's own internal literature.

The Family children generally are not educat-
ed outside their homes, and are used to help pass
out lcaflets and seck donations on Lhe streets,

They also are formed into amateur singing
groups which are used at (ronts to gain cwezi 10
the media and businesses, and 1o lucralive sites for
begging, such as hotel lobbics and public parks.
~ Like other relatives worried about childrea
living in Family of Love homes, the McArdles
sought court custody of their grandchildren when
lh:J:uunu refused to leave the cult. -

We they are in moral danmger,™ she said.

Mrs McArdle said her two grandchildren were
made wards of court on November 20, and she
had planned to seck custody hersell in Leeds on

" December 16.

However, the cult couple, Claire and Jay New
to Canada an November 27 with the two babes.

The Rileys were inlerviewed by the tabloid
Daiiy Star newspaper, one of uveu{ covering the
custody battle.

_Apparenily interviewed by tclcghou: from Jay
Riley's home in East Yancouver, the young father
told that newspaper: I don't care what your
English courts say.

*1I'm not prepared to discuss our beliefs.

FREE MINDS

, MO, MY .




Woman tells of her escape from

cult that offered Sex

for mle

By DORI

S SMITH

empty hus seemed o blessing

A woman who escaped from a bizarre, mind-bending for which she cried in pathene
cult has revealed the sordid and shocking details of llfL' Rratitude.
wuh a wnndermg hand of followers led by a sell- stylcd

“Moses.”

Brainwashed, dirty and hun-
gry., Una McManus said the
Children of God crossed coun-
trics and continents preaching
love and practicing evil.

Prostitution, child sex, por-
nography, white slavery were
part of the sick world thal Una
inhabited for five terrible years.

She lost her husband, her
children and her sell-respect.

And when she broke free at
last and won an unprecedented
$1.5 million lawsuil against the
mind-twisting cult that nearly
destroyed her life, she vowed to
expose the cult for what it is.

The heartbroken woman has
lold all in a terrilying book,

“Not For A Million Dollars, "
{Impact Books, $4.95 paper-
back).

Una. who now lives in Akron,
Ohio. with the two children she
fought to [ree from the cult, ex-
poses a seamy world where
prostit:ition and sex are the
path to salvation.

It is a world led by a man
narhed David Berg, known to
his lollowers as Moses David, a
world she says demands total
and absolute obedicnce — and
gels it by fear of punishment
and the threat of damnation.

Una was 15 when she joined |

the cull. The innocent teenager
had had a strict religious up-
bringing in Ircland, attended
Catholic schools and wanted (o
become a nun.

“1 thought 1 had never met.
such beaunful people,” she sind

They had promised
everlasting joy —
but all they ever

delivered was hate’
' Children of God. “They seemed

so happy, so sincere, so ullerly
without hatred or strife."

She did not suspect’ that un-
derneath the robot-like incanta-
tions of *“‘Praise the Lord!”
were minds so brainwashed
they could no longer think for
themselves.

Una lived and traveled with
the cult, selling Moses David lit-
erature in the streets. At night
1she slept on a filthy mattress in
jdark alleys or abandoned build-
mgs.

Her clothes were rags, her
belly ached from_ hunger, but
always she believed it was [air
1o lie and say the money col-

!lected was to finance a Chris-

‘tian youth drug-rechab elfort.

And when nagging doubts
nagged at her conscience, she
reminded herself that what she
was doing served a higher
purpose — the salvation of lost
souls,

When she failed te remind
hersell strongly enough, others
did it for her.

She was banished into the
cold to sell pamphicts on her
jown if her quota fell behind. She
was criticized and ostracized,
belittled and beleagucred und
tdriven lo such low depths that

H WA B
“They had promised me ever- g > &y

lasting joy but all they ever de-
livered was hate," she said.

While Una and the cult's hun-
dreds — or perhaps thousands
— of followers lived in poverty,
their leaders lived in luxurious
mansions,

Nearly five years passed be-

fore Una saw a picture of the re- [f%

vered leader of the cult, Moses
David.
"I could not believe my

eyes,” said the shocked woman. B

“This was not the dynamic,
Christlike figure I had pictured
in my mind.

“"He was old, wasted and

ugly! He sat, Buddha-like, with .

one hand resting on the leg of his
chiefl wile.

“A bevy of scantily-clad
women surrounded him and
they were smiling seductively.
He was eyeing them lustfully
and his mouth was contorted in
a sensual leer.”

Una stared at the picture in
horror. She shivered at the

thought of the cull's new rule ¢
forcing her to sell her sexual [a- |

vors to strangers — a rule her
brainwashed husband thought
was Lotally fair.

The repulsion she felt was
overwhelming, but it triggered
her desperate, [rantic desire to
break free at any cost.

The struggle back was long
and extremely puinful. Night-
mares plagued her for o year,
but at last she understood — the

Children of God was an interna- -

tional rackel.
Una was [ree at last to rebuild
her life with her two voune chil.

1961 b isnEny '‘SMIAN QTHOM ATNAIM
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Children of God - Update

by Joseph M. Hophins
Jan. 25

“Moses” David Berg cites persecution
as the reason for strategy and organiza-
| tional changes in the Children of God.
_““The system is out to get us, and they are
driving us from the streets,” complained
Berg, 60, the founder-leader of the small,
but international group.

In an "“MO Letter”” dated December 31,
1978, Berg told his desciples, “Beloved,
we have had our good years| — our fat

years and our famous years! . . . | believe
that we're now entering into our
worldwide persecution lean yearsl

Jonestown is thair excuse to attack all the
cults, and tha cults are their excuse to
attack us! Because there is not one of
them that preaches Christ like we do.”

Berg, who two years ago renamed the
group “Family of Love,” has ordered
COG members into newly-formed small
groups - “for security, smaller families
more difficult to find."" His new strategy
calls for door-to-door witnessing, ped-
dling cult literature, organizing home
Bible studies, and pushing the Worldwide
Mail Ministry.” :

He also called for stepping up the
“Airty Fishing’’ outreach to older men
who are lonely and sufficiently affluent.
(Under the Flirty Fishing policy, COG
members use sex to win a hearing for the
gospel. Their sexual contacts are asked
for money “gifts,” which COG members
give to their church.)

In a bitter blast at the news media last
May, Berg revealed the firing in 1978 of
300 COG leaders. He said, “You (media)
can’t hurt us anymorel We've glready
disbanded . . . . Go to Hell where you
belong! We're on our way to heaven in
spite of youl Thank God.”

Decline In Membership

Hundreds of family members have
defected. From January 1978 to May
1979, total membership fell from 8,068 to
4958: the number of live-in adults
dropped from 3,650 to 3,259. (The
number of children increased slightly from
1,451 to 1,699.) Despite the exodus, Berg
axulted, 'Our Worldwide Mail Ministry is
absolutely booming at the rate of. . . 300
new members per month.” The October
Family News reported 6,700 ‘workers’ in
83 countries.

A former COG executive believes those
figures are inflated. He estimates that only
about 1000 hard-core desciples remain.
{iivrature distribution plummeted from a

high of 8 million pieces per month to 3
million by December 1978 and to 1.6
million by August 1979. Last May Berg
chided his followers. “Our world income
is off over 25 percent this year.”
Casualties of the 1978 purge included
Berg’s daughter Linda (“Queen Debbie")
and her ex-husband {"Jethro"), together
with their present spouses Bill {"'Isaiah’’)
and Melissa ("Joy"”). Deborah (now
Linda’s legal name) had pioneerea a
number of schools for COG children, six
in Italy alone. Jethro had instituted and
administered the group’'s computerized
accounting system. Isaiah and Berg's son
Jonathan (“Hosea’”) had launched the
sact’'s monthly pictorial New Nations
News. Malissa, daughter of former senior
vice-president John Moody of Mobil Oil,
gained national attention when in 1971
she married David “Michael” Senek, a
Newton Falls, Ohio COG convert. The
two couples now are living in the U.S.:

Berg banished them from South America.

Barbara Kaliher Cancaro (“Queen
Rachel’) was heir apparent to "King"
David’s throne until her defection several
months ago. Mike Sweeny (“Timothy
Concerned’’) assumed Rachel’'s leader-
ship post, only to be axed a short time
later when he refused to sign a "MO
Letter’” defaming Rachel. He and his wife
Debbie ("'Cornia’) now are involved in
social work in Furong,

Recent castoffs are Berg's legal wife
Jane (“Mother Eve'’) and her consort
Stephen Ferguson (“Stephen David").
Jane and a team of desciples spent the
past few years ministering to Arabs in
North Africa, southern France, and the
Mediterranean island of Malta, where last
spring she was granted an audience with
Libyan dictator Muammar EL Qaddafi.

In an open letter last February to
Qaddafi, a long-time COG booster, Berg
shared his pleasure over the ouster of the
Shah of Iran. Berg is rumored to be hiding
out in Switzerland, although he wrota
Qaddafi that he could be reached in
Madrid. COG world publication head-
quarters has been moved from Rome to
Zurich.

Church Aberrations

Bizarre aberrations continue surfacing
in the “MO Lerters.” The letters are ex-
tolled by their author as 'God’s ward for
today,” and therefcre cf greater releva:i e
than “God’'s ward for yosterday,” the
Bible. In Berg's lolest revelations:

® The Trinity consists of Father, Mather,
and Son. The female member, the Holy
Spirit, is described as the “Holy Queen of
Love" and is portrayed by an artist as a
beautiful, near-naked woman.

* Homosexuality and oral sodomy an

acceptable under certain conditions a:
being “‘within the limits of the love o
God.”" '

e Children conceived through Rirt
Fishing are called “Jesus Babies.'
Childhood sex is encouraged. A recen
“MO Letter’” contains an explici
photograph of the practice. Berg relate:
that he was introduced to oral sex at th
age of three by a “little Mexican gir’
babysitter. (This perhaps is a clue to hi
early and lifelong obsession with sex.)

In an interview, Berg's daughte
Deborah attested to growing up in :
wholesome Christian home. However, it i:
no secret that in recent years Ber
became deeply involved with wine, th
occult, and women (he has admitted i
print that he and his mistress ““Maria’
have been inflicted with venereal disease)
What went wrong? How did thi
apparently authentic Christian ministr
get off track?,

A former high-ranking leader theorize:
that Berg fell victim to delusions o
self-importance and power, of divinel
conferred authority, and of messiani
identity and mission. Like the late Jin
Jones, Berg submitted to no highe
authority, but forced his authority upo
his desciples, while demanding tots
obedience.

Potantlal People’s Temple?

A former top COG executive says CO(

is not a potential People’s Templa - mainh
because cult members are dispersex
throughout the world. But there are man:
parallels, including: supplanting biblica
revelations with cult teaching; sexual anc
financial exploitation; manipulation o
minds, bodies, spirits; stifling of dissent
paranoid hatred, suspicion, and fear o
“outsiders”; and preoccupation witt
death. (In letters to Qaddafi and to hi:
followers Berg has alluded to the
approaching end of his earthly ministry
and to “‘sweet release to a new world anc
a new lifel”)
Joseph M. Hopkins is a journalist who ha:
reported extensively on ‘the .Church o
God. This article appeared originally in the
January 25, 1880 edition of Christianit)
Today.
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1 Wherehave all the
1 Children of God gone?

Despite kidnappings,
deprogrammings, investi-
gations and a
multimillion-dollar law-
suit, the. Children of God
are alive and well, raking
in the money,
brainwashing new
“babes” every day and
having a hell of a time

By Thomas Moore

Belte. short Tor Belteshazzar, has
got his suevival hnapsach packed. oo i,
he's got eversthing he'll need for the
dpocalvpse: one tube ol toothpaste, one
twothbrush. one comb. vne tinst-aid kit
one Hashlight and extra set ol batteries,
one jachknife and sharpening stone, one
piece ol rope. a hox of waterproof
matches. a set ol mups tor the northeast
United States, a transistor radio and extra
set ol batteries, a setol caung and cooking
utensils. a told-up tishing rod and reel. a
packet ol seeds, vne bottle ol water-purili-
cation tahlets, two tns of sardines, a pinr
of pants. a shirt and one set ol
underweuar. And for the soul he's got a
small Bible and 4 plastic case of his fasor-
ite Mo letters—the biweekly wisdom of s
spiritwal leader. one Moses David. Its all
packed and ready to go.

Belte is a child of Gaod. as in Chil-
dren of God. He can hardly wait for The
End. It only 1t would happen 1omorrow,
then bang. out W the wouds, serounging
for berres and routs. Baby-faeed with

clean

Tom Moaore is an associale editor of NEW
TIMES. :

s wovnnes 184/

blond hiur cut in a bowl shape, Belte is
either 20 or 22, depending on when you
ash him. He grew up in Athol, Mass.,
where he used to be the wp local dealer—
griss. uppers. downers, yellows. reds, you
name it he had it That used o be a big
thing where he came from -not as g as
what he's into now. but big nevertheless,
He used to drve o Worcester every (wo
weeks ina reconditioned "39 Chevy he got
for $100 and pick up a new shipment.
Then he'd drive back out to this place he'd
setup in the woods —sort ot like the refuge
he's gotin mind tor The End-and he had
it wired up for sound. sterco. tape decks,
the whole bit. At might, lus friends would
filter out to his place. buy some grass, pet
stoned and party ull dawn,

But, sce. that was all meaningless,
Belte savs, No purpose ot Sure. he win
bucking the system -na job, nacallege, no
Army (his lottery number was 364). no
parents to speak al'=his Father died when
he was a kid and his mother and steptather
didn’teare much what he did so long as he
Jdidu’t bother them. He had money lrom
the grass trade, all the beer he vared (o
drink. friends. status. But what did it all
add up 10?

So. like a lot of other Kids wo
young for the street-hishtimg pohties of the
Oln. Belte started o Jook around  for
something he could plug o, something
that could make sense out ot all the chaos
and nonsanse gomy on around him, The
Establishment? Forget it light years bhe-
hind him. The despaining pohiticos of the
00T Everytiung's just a bummer o them.
The drug culture? He'd already done that.
Belte wanted something new. something
radically dilferent, something 1o hit him
up. make him high on lite and not on
eiptness, He tound it all righi. The uli-
nate teip, the last trip: the Children of
Gud.

And what rrony. The Bible's only
been around since the beginming ol ume.

Just a simple baok, passed down from one
generation o another. Until it got lost in
the shuille of churches, money. intellec-
tuals, syatems. wars, cconomio. politie
and drugs. "Once | was passing out Mo
letters in Harvard Square.” Belte savs,
“and, let me tell you. it was rough. *Get
outta here.” they'd say. *Who needs thart?
Gut lost. Fuek you." That's what thev'd
say. | eave a letter o this Harvard student
and you know what he told me? He said
the Bible s only one book ua his shel(”

The oldest bouk in the world. to-
tally dumped on by everybody. unul now
ity just one hook stacked up on a long
shell along with I'm QK. You're OR and
Evervilung You Always Wanted 10 Know
Abott Sex.

Yea, Belte joined the Children of
God and. ves. he admits w beng brain-
winhied. Who ise't? He washed all those
deceving ideas. those hundreds of mind
trips. phony values and thousands of
words right out of his nmuad. Cleaned
house. completely. And started over again,
from scratch. One book: the Bible, IUs the
whole truth and nothing but. And - here's
the tinal rony, the ulumate coatirma-
ton—it was so casy. Just ask Jesus into
your heart and 1t Done. You dun't need
money, or quablications, or contacts, or
special shills. Right now, i you want. Just
ush.

Pavlov and the Age of Reasun

The Children ol God (COG) ure
the hardliners, the Jesus people the media
cast as a bunch o brainwashing, hypnotiz-
ing. pied-pipering. glussy-eyed zombies
who. in the last four vears, ran oIf bab-
bling "bout “Jesus now™ with a lot of nice
voung Kids. While most of the weekend
Juaus freaks closed their cotlee houses and
blended buck into schools, jobs, tamilies
and churches. the Children of God stayed
with it. They are dulereat. Unlike the
Guru Mahuryy Ji's beatitic “prenues™ or

PHOTOGIAPHL BY PETER SIMON
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, Belte can hardly wait for The End.

Koreun Sun Myung Maon's stranght-laced
“moonies.” the Children of God aretinto
it—tll The End. They don’t own things.
take jobs on the side. go to school. or live
with their real fumilies. ALl that has been
forsaken.

Losing their hids 1o such a fanaticul
group. even in the name of Jesus Christ
naturally came as a shock to some parents.
Others were simply amused when ther
kids hooked up with COG -aiter all. it
was just another trip. the Kids were doing
their own thing. But then they realized it
was hard to keep in touch, Letters they
sent would come back unanswered. And
what letters they did receive would sound
childlike, silly, not the work of their owa
sons or daughters: “With love to Mommy
on Mother's Day. The river at' life and
love pour (reely through every open heart,
So let Gud's glory be your sonz of praise.
Happy Mother's day. Mommy. Cephus.”
This from a boy who attended St. George's
prep school and went 1o Stanford.

Several parents filed missing per-
sons reports and, with the help of the FBI
and police. tried w track down their chii-
dren. If they were lucky enough to find
them—many COG“kids were hidden or
moved secretly to another place and some

34 NEW TIMES /L}'/’f/'f’)l

colonies were zuatded by an cliborate
network ol sentries currying guns and
walkie-tulkies—-it turned out that “lead-
ers” spoke tor them. Their Kids seemed to
be in a daze, they spoke haltingly and
showed no emouon eacept fear. Some
screamed at thewr parents. calling them
“devils.™ And when a father said he'd had
enough and tried to pull his son out o the
car, the son recoiled. moaning that he'd go
to hell i he Tett, that he'd bleed to death.
And that was when the talk of
brainwushing began, und hypnotism. and
drugs-even hinty of a dark, commumnmist
consprracy. How else to explain this total
transformation of their kids. this trip of
trips? Certainly not just an old-Cashioned
relicious conversion, These are the 1970s!
Post-Nazi Germany. post-Korean War,
post-Chinese torure and  brainwashed
prisoners ol war—in short, post-Paviov

and his yelping. pain-conditioned dops.
' Enter Ted Patrick, kidnapper of

Kids, deprogrammer of Jesus freaks. Black
Lightning  as he likes to be called. His
technigue sounded a liule heavy: getting
parents o abduct their kid from a colony,
locking the kid in a motel room for three
days, berating the hid to “think for him-
sell™ until—sometimes—"the lever broke.”

FRERIds Palrick worked on ollen went
through “relapses™ and escaped back to
the Children of God. But, the parents
contend. at least he was doing something.
Al least he realized what was happening.
that young kids" minds were being brain-
washed. taken over and maybe damaged
for the rest of their lives.

From a legal standpoint. the prob-
lem for the parents is that our present laws
don’t really take into account the possi-
bility of brainwashing. Our legal system,
inherited from the British and the Age of
Reason, is based dn the assumption of
rationality. Only if someone commits an
actual crime or is judped to be mentally
incompetent can the law ouch them. But,
even ifwe admit that people can be condi-
tioned by psychological methods, wha is
to judge if someone has been brain-
washed, willingly or unwillingly. or is sim-
ply choosing a new way of life?

Stuart Beck, a young atlorney rep-
resenting a group of parents who recently
filed a muhimillion-dollar suit against
COG in New York's Southern District
Court, admits he has had o dig deep into
the law books to build his case. The law-
suit churges, amung other things. an inci-
dent of rape at a former COG colony in
Ellenville. N.Y., the coercive detention of
several of the parents’ kids and. in gen-
eral that COG engages in™“a conspiracy o
frighten. harass, intimidate and damage
children.™

“There 15 no doubl.™ Beck says.
“that vur legal system has a built-in dis-
trust ol psychiatry. It has a lot ofYrouble
with cliims based on psychological as op-
pused to physical coercion. Nevertheless,
enticement. coercion and duress, whether
physical or psychological. have been held
to be actionable in both civil and criminal
contexts repeatedly. In the recent Houston
homosexual murders case, the jury had a
chance o look at a case where a kid
cluimed his part in the murders was a
result of brainwashing by somebody else.
The jury didn’t buy it. But there was a case
in New York a while back where a aircus
wus held liable for luring away a sixteen-
year-old.”

Regardless, politically  sensitive
government agencies have been scared off
from investigating COG or moving
against them legally. largely because the
American Civil Liberties Union has ar-
gued effectively on COG's behalf against
the extreme measures of people like Ted
Patrick (Patrick was recently convicted of
kidnapping in Denver). As of this writing.
only New York Siate has conducted any
sort of thorough investigation into COG.
While the linal report will not be released
unul later this fall. an interim report was
issucd, finding. among other things: 1)




— e

that the puipese o COG propagandas o
ghenate o new dowiple from tanuly,
schoul. church and society: 2) that COG
condones premarital sex: 3) that new
members must sign awer all possessions
and money toa COG: 4) that obedience to
Leaders is required, to the point, as some
former COG members testified, “that if
their Leaders were to command to kill,
they would do so unquestioningly™: 5)
that they engage in “deceitful public rela-
tions™; 6) that ex-COG members testified
they were given indoctrination classes that
constitute a “very subtle brainwashing™;
and 7) they are taught 10 “spoil Egypt”
and “rip ofl the system.”

The understatted Bureau ol Char-
ity Frauds, which carried out the investi-
gation under the New York State Attorney
General's Office. has »o far refused w0
release any of the testimony or evidenee it
has gathered. “for rewsons ol contidential-
ity.” The parents who cooperated with the
investigation are now diszusted with what
they consider 0 be ity feeble results and
have started to petition Congress lor de-
finitive hearings on COG.

All of this lepal wrangling must
bring a snuile to the unphotographed face
of Moses David. the elusive founder and
prophet ot the Children of God who, since

nst

. wincos pesatad s reliious organi-
cation and fled 10 an unnamed mountain-
top in Europe. He s unavailable, un-
subpoenable and untouchable. But, like
some kind of tundamentalist. General
Giap. he finds it casier and less risky lo run
his worldwide network of about 300 colo-
nies—they say they have 4.000 1o 5.000
members today and are growing fust-by
sending out his biweekly Mo (for Moses)

“If their Leaders
were to command
to kill,” charges one
ex-child of God,
“they would do so
unquestioningly”
O T i TR e e

letters from seclusion. Like the Viet Cong,
the Children of God struck vnce and, alter
a counterattuck by enraged parents, re-
treated o wait for a4 more opportune mo-
ment. Which, they tell me. is now, jus
betore The End. So woday they are read-
ying a Tet Otlensive of the spirit. The plun
is to work from within. picking ol
society'’s stragglers one by one, snatching
bodies and. just as in the movie, replacing
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them with smiley, dedicacd woldiers of
Jesus, The last haevest is at hand. The big
bumper crop of lost souls is ripe for reap-
ing.

Litnessing fac the Lord

“Thank you. Lord, Good morn-
ing," intones an “undershepherd” named
Napthali, leading the morning devotions
at a colony of the Children of God. a white
clapboard house hidden in a wooded area
of Staten Island. It used to be a hunting
lodge. but now the owner, an [talian real-
estate mun who believes in Jesus, has
turned it over 10 the Children of God rent
free. The “teams™ are about 10 1ake off 1o
the city to “litness,” which means witness-
ing by handing out Mu's literature.,

On the surlace. there is nothing
particularly heavy about these kids. Con-
trary to the shightly paranoid warnings of
FREECOG parents. there are no drugs in
the tea, no frightening “isalution cham-
bers™ where kids are reduced to mumbling
vegetables, no intimidating auempts to
furce on-the-spot tonversions. And yet,
there is sull something scary ubout the
proup: maybe it's the way the house is cut
all from the rest of New York City by un
improabuble woods: the way they have
hundreds ol pins porcupined over a global
map, representing their worldwide net-
waork of colonies: the month's supply of
DT T ol o L
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A COG prayer circle: many thanks lo Jesus, many pleas for
miracles, much squeezing of hands.

overnight cosuision,

*1 couldn’t understand why there
was no love in the world,”™ Freedom tells
me. 1 had this thing about you would try
to love people and it just wouldn't work
out. You just got more lost. nobody wuants
to give anything, everybody's tuking.”

Yes. and the drugs. and the psyvchi-
atrist, and the heavy movie. the handtul of
pills, the suicidal moment—when, sud-

- denly. comes the voice of God. saying:
“Put them away and omorrow when you
witke up evervthing will be line. vou will

<3 find what you're looking for.” And then,

AT, T T oo G L SR of course, the next day's encounter with a

-,-,,;u . - beautiful. carefree angel from the Chil-

dren of God: “lt was a Suaday morming
and she was walking up the street, and she

drv goods thev have stackhed up in the
bus¢ment. But mostly what is scary is the
way these seemingly normal American
kids shelter powerful fears und suspicions
ol supposed “enemies and devils.” of the
Unknown, percolating just beneath their
cheery facades.

All 20 members of the commune
hold hands in a circle.everybody smiling—
you gotta be happy with Jesus.

*“You guys all want to get out early
today?"Napthali shouts,

Voices: "Yeah! We need to!™

Napthali: “There’s u lot of hungry
people out there!”

Voices: *Yeah! Thank you, Jesus!™

Napthali:" Sp Lord, really help us
to be bright. alive and peppy this monying.
Really helpus to fulfill. Lord God. Yuou've
given it into our hands to feed your sheep,
Lord. and we said if we love you, Lord
God. we'll feed your sheep.™

Voices: "Thank you, Jesus. Praise
God!™

Belte: “Just be with us out there,
Father God (Amen!). help us Lord 1o die
today, Father God. to really pet out there
and 1o just get us so llipped out on your
love and just love the people, Lord God
tHullelujah! Thank you. Lord?). Jee-e-sus,
Lord God. just help us to be huppy news-
boys for thy kingdom. Father God
(Amen!). Lord.do miracles, we pray Fa-
ther ‘God. in Jesus' rume (Thank you.
Jesus! Hallelujah! Praise God! Tongues).”

At l4th Street and 4th Avenue.
Union Square, Manhauan, Napthali and
Freedom, recently married. he from
Michigan City, Ind., and she from Water-
town. Mass., ask me o hold hands with
them around a concrete waste container
while they prav to God as to which street
corner will be the most Truitful.

In a moment they are on a corner.
getting out “the it w: young Puerto Ri-
can kids in platforms and spangled T-
shirts, retired Jews with time 1o kil a
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= had long hair and it was flowing in the
couple of Arabs, old women with shop-  breeze and she really looked free, she
ping baps, hippiesin VW vans stoppedata really looked happy, her fuce looked dif-
ligh. & Long Istand couple in an air-  ferent,” And then: 1 prayed and asked
conditioned car. And surprisingly, the  Jesus into my heart and he just changed
people reach into their pockets or ono my whole life that day.”
their dashboards, and quarters and dimes, Thut's how it happens. Bingo. and
sometimes even dollars, start 10 come  you'rein. Bingo, and then you're back out
forth, Nobudy seems to care what the  on the street, “getting out the lit,”" Free-
literature is. just give the kids o yuarter dom has stopped the archetvpal New
and get rid of them. God provides. Partic- Yorker, the good-natured guy from
ularly through the blacks: particulurly  Queens. maybe 55 or 60, with a grease spot
through the poor or hardworking: partic-  on his shirt.
ularly through the teenagers. But your Freedom: “If you ask Him into
average godless late-20s hippy or young  your heart, He can place the Kingdom of
professional won't touch the sl Just  God in your heart and teach you how to

another street hustle=like the Rev, Sun  love.”
Myung Moon folks down the street with Guy: “Those are very nice words
their neat cardboard tables, or the Social-  but. . ."

Freedom: “It's true. though. 1 tried
it and it works. All you gotta do is ask.
God will supply all your needs for ya."

Guy: “God wouldn't supply my
necds. God doesn’t have that much.”

Freedom: “He luvs ya!™

Guy: “Aw c'mon. C'mon! Listen, |
hiad a prayer book in my hands for years
and it didn’t do me any good, The harder |
praved. the worse my luck. You figure it

ist Workers Party girls with their petitions,
or the Seventh-Day Adventists, or the Na-
tonal Labor Caucus crazies.

Alter a couple of hours on the
street, 400 letters out and $40 10, we takea
lunch break at Tad's Steak House. And |
listen to the inevitable testimonial =the
bleuk and empty former hie, the drugs
and aleohols the non-caring, status-seck-
ing. moneyv-hungry parents. and then, the
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Apocalyplic skits are leature presentations at the COG discotheques.




+  Freedom: “He just wants you o

‘receive it You have to beconie like a litle

- ¢child to receive God, you gotta be a baby
o receive love, you know.™ -

" Guy: “To receive love? After years
of praying with all my heurt-und soul, He
didn't want to help me. That proves He
duesn’t love me. He hates me!”

I
Of Fornication and False Prophets

Back at the colony a young Jewish
kid from Brooklyn named Duna knocks at
the locked doors. Only a month has gone
by since Dana asked Jesus into.his heart
and started dropping in with “the Ganily”™
on weekends to take Bible Jessons, He has
been on the brink of joining, forsaking ev-
erything—his clothes, his stereo, his plan w
co 1o business school this fall, his rabbi, his
parents, He has found a certain peace. He
hassaid. *Yes, Jesus, I'm yours.” and it has
made him happy.

But today, everything is dilferent.
Duna is troubled. He sits nervously un the
edge of the sofa, looking no one in the eye.
Today. Dana has come on a mission: to
denounce Mases David as a tulse prophet.
Mo has this thing about sex and it doesn’t
sit quite right with Dana. Fe thought he
had put all that behind him-dark un-
pulses, masturbation. puilt, feeling his
blood pound at the sight of bulging nip-
ples under pgirls' T-shirts. He thought
heeping his mind on Jesus might spare
him those bewildering urges. He'd asked
Jesus o save him, risked his parentsavrath.
his rabbi’s scorn. He was trying to cope, on
his own. But now. it turns out, this puy
Mases Duvid is actually tomenting sex!
This guy Mo is saving 10 women, “C'mon
Ma, burn your bra!"™

In the last week. Dana has made o
new friend. Richard, a leader in a Pente-
costal sect. And Richard. who eyes the
Children of God like the Jewish Detense
Leapue eyes the Soviet Embassy., has sug-
gested to Dana that Mo comes onanas tul
lot hike the devil hamsedf For the past
weeh Duna hasn'tslept. He has been gomg
over pasages in the Bible. notng Jown
chapter and verse. stocking up on ammu-
nition for the buttle.

“Have you read any of these let-
ters?” Dana asks me afler we are intro-
duced. "Like Revolutionary Sex. Moun-
tain Maid. Its dealing really heavy with
sex. It seems 1o me this Moses David has g
sex hang-up.”

There are only a few colony mem-
bers on hand and they busy themselves
cleaning up the paper plates from a Lite
brunch, looking natural, like notiing’s
happening. and mostly pretending the
heretic siting on their couch 1s not there,

Duna continues, loudly. “And the
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" Bables definitely agmnst it The Bible says

you shouldn’t tormcate. In Mathew it
says: “But Dsay unto you that whasoever
shall put away his wile, saving for fornica-
tion, causeth her 1w commit adultery: and
whaosoever shall marry her that is divoreed
committeth aduliery.™

No one responds.

“fask then.” Dana queriesthe near-
empty room, “what does this mean?”

One member exits quickly upstairs
to warn Leviticus, the colony shepherd.

“Moses David,™ Dana goes on, also
seems o condone premuarnital sex and les-
bianism—he detinitely does not condemn
it, I'm saying, as [ loved you. | have come
to talk 1o you, one 10 one, and show you
how your teachings are so wrong, how
you're devoting your lite to Jesus and how
Muaoses David is a fulye prophet and there's
no doubt about that.”

Dana is accompanicd out the door.
He had tangled with the devil and while

ERIES S0 St et e e et
“We have a sexy
God,” says COG
prophet Moses
David, “and a sexy
religion, and a very
sexy leader. If you
don’t like sex, you
better get out while

you can”’
T e i S T NS 0 P S N T e,

he didn’t come out clearly on top. he
dida’t come out an the battom either, But
he had touched upon a sticky question for
these Children of God on Staten Island.
Like Dana, betore 1 went out there tor
wueekend stay. 1 had read Mo's “sex let-
ters” -wherein he extolls the femade breast
as God's most beautful ereation, wherein
he says sex s good, just whit God had in
mind for us, wherein he exhorts lis tal
lowers W be “hookers for Jesus,™ wherein
he savs in s many words that fucking s
like receiving Jesus, Naturally, [ expected
a lot ol sexy people—maybe even an oray.
That’s how it might be in the upper ech-
clons. with Mo and his immediate court.
But on Staten bland [ found only a group
ol sweet, bubbly. unsexy, repressed ado-
lescents who sleep in boys™ and girls” dor-
mitory rooms ("1 puess T owas always a
wallllower.™ ane girl wld me). Ouly the
married couples, all o them leaders, sleep
upstairs in separate rooms and have any
appartunity to set iton. But the “habes.”
the new disciples who torm the majority,

13/

lead a puritamical existence. mostly work,
and have very little free time tor petting to
know cuch other, much less have sex.

“Il you think there’s something
wrong with sex.” a colony member. read-
ing from a Mo letter, sermonizes. “that
youshould be ashamed of your body., then
there’s something wrong with God. . . .
We have a sexy God. and u sexy religion,
and a very sexy leader with an ¢xtremely
sexy young following, So. il you don't like
sex, you better get out while you can.”

The Story of Mo

As it turns out, Mo, if not really a
sexy leader, has heen at least very much
into sex. About 535 todav, Moses David
Berg, the son  of o evangelists,
started his own “soul winning munistey™
buack in the 1950s. A slight. durk man with
a weak heart and drawhng voice. Berg
moved lrom city w cty. from Miami to
Louisville to Houston, witnessing to
whomever he could find 10 listen. God
provided for his prophet David Berg by
lending him the 2o0d services of people
like Mary Glassford. Sometimes these
people gave David Berg tood and lodyging,
sometimes it was a trailer for truns-
portation, sometimes 11 was just money—
but in Mary Glussford’s case. it was more
than money. She lent David Berg her own
daughter Sarah. To Mary Glassford, Da-
vid Berg seemed an upstanding man with
a pood wite, June, and four fine young
children— Paul. Jonathan, Linda and
Fauth. Traveling with the Bergs would be a
good missionary upbringing for her
Jaughter,

Ducing the “30s and early "60s. Da-
vid Berg proved o be very small-time.
Certainly no Oral Roberts or Billy Gra-
ham. And it troubled him nughtily. 1IfGod
had annointed him as his prophet, why
hadn’this hanvest o souls been greater? In
the mid-"6Us, however, he tound an angle:
youth, the demigods of the decade. Berg
set up shop an Huntington Beach, Calif.,
called his 2roup Teens tor Chrst and
sturted working the campuses. His Kids
wereenthusuiste, young Chrstian people.
They came on like Pat Boone.

As the mood of the '60s turned
sour, more radical, Berg keptin tune. Pat
Boone's days were over. Jerry Rubin was
in. Berg started to encourage militant
acts—like having his son Paul (an unpre-
dictable. somber kid who was Killed last
year in a mysterious mouatain-climbing
accident in Switzerlund) throw “Waurning
Tracts™ over the loor of Congress. Berg
picked up on the paliticul rhetoric of the
*60s. giving it a fundamentalist twist, und
sturted o preach strongly  against the
churches and the buildings and the svstem
and America. He told his small following
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| . A sampling of Mo’s sex letters
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to go where the hippies 2o, mto the streets
and parks. They encountered children,
some only five years old, and chanted
things at them hike. “hate the system, hate
the church, damn the system. damn the
church.”™ Bergs Kids encouraged other
teenagens o avoid the draft rip ofl the sys-
tem. “spoil Epypt.”

Sull, it didn't seem to catch on. In
1967 they traveled up to the Expoin Mon-
treal where they were given free tickets 1o
sing songs inside. Bul. at one point. Berg
couldn’t abide the indifference any longer
and grabbed the microphone. As Mary
Glassford tells it. he “started blasting
America. blasting Canada, blasting the
system. and. of course. the authorities just
cut him off and put him out right away.™

The Montreal trip was a turning
point for Berg., Embittered and 'rustrated.
he added another twist 10 his teachings—
sex. And. according to the trunseription of
atape-recorded statement by Mury Gliss-
tard's daughter Saruh, whom Berg mar-
ried =il 1o his son Paul ut the age of 15,

Berg pructived what he preached. (Saralv's
statement wias given o Aaron b Klein, a
New York attorney who in the past repre-
sented several FREECOG purents.)
Sarah: 7 David. at imes, would (ry
lo get away with things with

his own
daughters, and he tried itwith me when |
was adinde girl, but | owas oo young o
And |
guess this alwayy made me alraid (o be. |

really hnow what was pomne on.
B

L_mya s Col. Qaddati, whom Moses
David Berg praised as a “'‘revolutionary
leader,"" entertains two of
Berg's children, Jonathan and Failh.
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Tits ke Bers wan ke bearts thander

Hewwes wnd svados webvne ¢r 1 male erd

Vina're such cute lutle

fishey, 50 pretiy i You roll thase bia

eyes at them and you peck them unth that
pretty hittle movth and you Tt all around
them !=You weap your jiretly iy urgund
thein and you widile your hittle tal
betureen their legs!

They like it, und then they

whase vour, und you lure them

tuabt it my net and they dom't

even see i1 They don't bnme Vm sitting
there om the shove and 1 bave hoeld of your
Iime, und 1he minute they bite 3 bl "em
it So ety They can't resint yo ) Oiitle
Spuirdele Fushve The sum shimng down

i fkee Gl and Has Gve T dgiives you an
extrattew b ' —=You reflect b and

sparkle!
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“  HOOKER FOR JESUS! 4

wis alwiys (fiehtened 0 be alone with
ham. .. AL Lmes, David Berg, three or
four years beture my feens, he (ned o
have intercourse, Or course, | jumped up
and ran. and things like this . Hed
never push it very fur because 1 guess he
was alrad U'd squeal. But once or twice he
did muake the attempt.”

Q: How far?”

Sarah: o the point where he ad
his pants down.”

Q: "Did he expose himsell

you?"

Sarah: "*Yes, butit was in the dark,
And alter | had married Paul there were
several times when he tried 10 gel me—
he'd ask me—to go (o bed with him, He
said if I'd have his son'’s children. why
vouldn't | have his.”

Q: “Where did this take place?™

Sarah: “All oser the country, any-
where we were alter Paul and [ were mar-
ried. Many. muny times he told me that
aubady would know the ditference il it
was his or Paul’s.”
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Guttng out e =and tiking in mithons of doliars in unt iatde spare crange

Q: "What was sour respanse!™

Sarah: “One ume 1 slapped his
face. The other times | would wigle away
from him and just get out, Just try 1o stay
awav from him as much as | could. But
there were many times when he sind it
would be just our hitile seeret.™

Q “You never told this © vour
husband Paul?"

Sarah: “No, b had enough trouble
with him as it was, He wauldn't have be-
lieved me anvway Anvthing Pd el ham
that wis on o shaded side of ans thing tha
had happened. he would say 1 was Iving
and he would beat the hving davlizhts out
of me&u o™

After the Expo. David Berg
changed the pame of his band 1o Revolu-
tionaries for Jesus and led them on a
three-year trveling crusade around the
U.S.. ending up in 1970 on a dirt farm in
Texas owned by a tormer associate of his,
a nmfinor league California  evangelist
named Fred Jordan, The two evangelists,
according to an associate ot theirs. struck a
deal: Berg would lend some ot his Kids,
portraving themselves as saved drug
freaks. to Jordan’s television show n
southern Calitormia: and Jordan would
sponsar Bergs zroup under his organiza-
tion. let them stas on his lind in Texas and
give Berg a certain sum of money.,

The agreement proved prolitable
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For both men. Berg's group, which set up  and promising the second cominz of the

headguarters an Jardun’s Texas Soul
Clinicon the farm soonstarted o open up
new colonies inother cites around the
country. They attracted headlines wher-
ever they went and the media dubhed
them the Chuldren o God. Berg [!lll'll:.'.'hl
the name had a predeterimined ring to it
and it stuek. Their peak in popularity
came soon alter NBC ran o prime-time
Fiese Tuesday takeout on COG e 19740,
prasig them Tor tarmmge hds ofl drowes
and onto Jesus.

Despiie the zood  pubhicity for
COG, Jordan ended up making most of
the money, The dranuitic television testi-
muonials by Berg™s hids brought in sizable
contrihutions W Jordan's program. Berg
wanted a larger cut Flaving made a fuule
attempt ta set up s world headguarters in
Isracl—he was thrown out immediately -
Berg wrote Jordan, avcording o their -
sociate, that “he wanted 1o return and go
on nationwide and worldwide television
. weliminate Fred Jocdan's wife and all
others, and split the take down the
middle.”

Jordan balked Gt Berg's proposal.
Moreover, by ume. 1970-71, the
media coverage of COG urned against
then, Therr agreement was dissolved and
Berg lad out i Lurope., “retnng from ac-
tive service”™ because ol heart problems

this

Children of God. Which, he said just be-
fore Kohoutek. is Rizht Now, 19741975,
And sa. the Children of God ure on the
move again, Thevive opened up disco-
theques in Houston, Toronto, London and
Paris—just for starters, Their rock group.
led by furmer Fleetwood Mae singer
Jeremy Spencer, has cut a record  Jeremy
Spencer and the Cluldren. Quiside the
US. COG clavms 1o hanve betriended the
Likes ot the president af Costa Rica and his
wite and Libva's Col Quddatic And they
sav they aee taking Lurope by storm. pio-
neenng new colomes evers day.

For the moment. however. “getting
out the hit™ seems o be the Children of
God's principal actsvaity and  linancial
muinstay. Litnessing team members have
quotas o meet cach week - 2000 letters at
an average ol 10 cents cach—and spend at
least an hour cach might adding up therr
“stats™: how many letiers they get oul,
how much money thev take in (every
penny must be accounted tor down t sub-
way fure), how nmans new converts and ~o
on, If they reach their quota or do better
than the others. they are histed as “shiners™
and get their name and stats published in
an intereolony gazette. [0 they fall below
the quota, they are to tecl ushamed. “con-
victed by God™ for the poor showing,

The money. they are told. 1s essen-
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= gial fu¥ the mantenance ol their needs and
pnr\n.ul.lrly the needs of the colonies

’J abroad. At present. the Children of God

print Mo letters in just about every lan-
guage and distribute thenw om street cor-
ners around the world. Contrary to the
common assumption of most FREECOG
parents, COG derives most of its money
from litnessing and not from kids who for-
sake their few possessions.

To be sure. there are cases of large

‘individual contributions. such as an lal-

ian count whao deeded over his vineyard

'just outside of Florence. ltaly. There are

some parents who, either out of genuine
charity or a kind of blackmail by their
kids, send money to COG. But when you
add up the take from lunessing, you real-
ize i's more than enough to support in
style the most corrupt ol false prophets.
On an average, from what I saw, cach
member gets out his or her quota of 2,000
pieces of literature a weeh atan average off
10 cents each. That's about 5200 a4 week—
more than a lot of Kids their age carn as
mechanics or secretaries or ¢ven reporters,
The Staten Island colony. vue of the most
profitable for litnessing. gets oul up 1o
40.000 Mo letters a week. taking in abaut
$4.000. That adds up to $200.000 a year.
To be conservative. about halt’ that poes
for printing costs and colony support, such
as food and clothing. The other half, or
$100.000. zoes- abroad. where the Jead-
ership decides how to spend it [T all of the
300 colonies around the world did as well
as the one on Staten Istand. that woyld
mean the total take going abroad into cen-
tral headquarters would amount to about
$30 million annually. A more realistic ap-
praisal, however, would put the European
headyguarters’ net take at abour half that,
or $15 million a year,

That's a lot of untaxable spare
change. And only God—and may be Moses
David—knows where it all goes,

After my weekend on Staten Is-
land. Belte and Lena, a young French Ca-
nadian girl from a small rural village in
Onuario. spend a week at my apartment.
They get up at 8:00 each morning o litness
and come back around 9:00 in the cve-
ning. They have good days and then. like
anyone else, 1hn.\ have bad days. They
both ¢at well. drink some wine. play gui-
tam, talk Jesus, add up their stats for the
day. When we question them too hard.
Lena retreats into her room to read the
Bible. One night Lena shows us some pic-
tures of her family, but then the next day
she comes back to tell us it was a bad idea
to do that. All day she has not been able 1o
stop thinking about her family. and such
thoughts are obviously the work of the
devil. Nevertheless, it is clear on some

nights, when they retun e, n
their long hours and thousand apye s
to indifferent New Yorkers, that what they
do is not oo much fun. In fact. the more
they laugh at “systenutes and their nine-
to-five jobs.” the more their strict nine-to-
nine litnessing secems patently absurd.

“God puts us through tests some-
times.” Belte explains.evincing a strained
cheerfulness. “We'll go through maybe a
half hour without getting out one picce of
literature. Then I pray to God and ask
Him why, if we're doing His work. He
won't make people listen. God could just
zap everyone if He wanted to. just save ev-
erybody all at once. But He wanis 1o test
us. So Lask Him to doa miracle, And then,
bing. bing, bing. all of & sudden | hit ten
people in a row. God always does that,”

What happens. | ask Bele, i the
world doesn’t end tomaorrow or next year?
“Oh, it's going to happen.™ he says. Iy
gotta happen. There've been o many
signs,”

And Mo apparently hisn’t missed a
The second nation of Israel. as
prophesied. has been created - 1948, right?
And many world leaders have fallen—de
Gaulle. Brandt, Meir. Ho Chi Minh and
now. finally, Nixon. Right in the middle of
August. just as Mo said. Kohoutek, right?
A blazing comet would come to warn us.
Earthquakes—there have been more in the

une.

List 20 years than in the rest ol ime com-
hined. The collapse of the economy, right?
The stock market has dropped below 700.
Drought. Famine. Revolutions and reae-
tionary coups.

~ Just around the corner. as Bele
tells it=he’s not saving tomorrow,although
it could be wmorrow—in the next few
years.God's final judgment. his wrath. his
seven angels with seven plagues. will be
visited down upon us. The ball game will
be over and Belte's here 1o tell us there
won't be another one:

*Sull” 1 press Belte again,"how long
can you go on doing this? What if you be-
come 35 and the world's just going along
in its same bumbling way?"”

Belte obviously does not like 1o
think about this question. His face, al-
ready drawn from a hard day, takes on a
tiredness beyond his 20 or 22 years. He
looks. for a moment.as if he were already
35. He has committed the Little he had in
the way of passessions and all he hasin the
way of energy. which seems boundless,
But when a gambler puts his last chips
down on odd at the roulette table and pon-
ders the possibility of even, it ciun be a so-
bering moment.

“Well”™ he answers quietly,
I'd have to say we were wrong.”

He smiles quizzically at me.
i's going to happen all right.” @

“then

“But

L

Armageddon before the storm: two COG members on their way to work

VL
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The Deceptions of the
*~ Children of God

EDWARD E. ERICSON, JR., and PAUL MacPHERSON

he Children of God continue to attain notoriety for

“their unconventional practices. Recently the media
have ‘carried stories about cfforts of opponents of COG
to help members leave the group. Opponents scc the
sect 35 diabolically evil; COG mcmkbers sce themselves
as the only remnant faith®st to Jesus Christ in these evil
end times, and they have supporters outside the group.

What is the truth about COG? How can observers
come to such diametrically opposite views of the sub-
ject? The cxplanation, we believe, lies in the fact that
COG leaders speak out of both sides of their mouths; one
of their statements will contradict another. This is not
hecause it is imponssible to coordinate all statements
cutanatiug liwii @ group scaticred arcund the werld.
Rather, it is because the Children of God deliberately
set out 10 deccive outsiders about their true nature. We
ourselves have been recipients of what COG calls the
“Selah treatment™: sweet-talk given to visiters ta COG
colonics in an eJort to convince them that the organiza-
ticn is harmless.

Recently a number of “Mo Letters"—missives writ-
ten by COG’s unchallenged ruler, David Berg (alias
Moscs), 1o members of the group—have come into our
possession.. A comparison of what Mo tells his followers
in these cpistles with what he and they say to outsiders
makes perfectly clear COG's cfforts to deceive. This
article is devoted to documenting these deceptions,

Recently COG sent out to its mailing list an intrigning
“Open Letter to Our Friends™ writien by Berg. e admits
the pressing need for outside support. He also concedes

Edward E. Ericson, Jr., has been at Hoover Institution
in Stanford, California, this year as a national felfow,
In the fall he will be dean of acadcmic aftairs at
Northwesteirn College, Orance City, lovei. He hay the
Ph.D. jrom the University of Arhansas and is co-
authar of “The Jesux People.”” Pad Macl'licrvoii iy an
assocrate prafessor in the School of Agricedneal Feo-
nomics, University of Guelph, Ontaio. He has a may-
ter's degree from the University of Western Omario.
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that some statements emanating from COG have dis-
couraged such vital support. However, he excuses him-
self by attributing the offending statemient 1o his sub-
ordinates—the first crack in the solid front presented by
COG leadership to the outside world. Declaring that
Christians do not have to agree totally on all minor
doctrines to work together, he asserts his “personal
policy” of “tolerance and broadmindedness™ and blames
any misunderstanding on remarks by “sincerely zealous,
but sometimes sadly unwise, lesser leaders.” He then
procecds to deny certain teachings ascribed to him.
Unfortunately, other writings of his contradict his
denials. For instance, Berg categorically denics the
“flagrantly defiant and erroncous slogan with wnicn 1
have never had anything to do whatsoever,” namely,
“My family, my family—right or wrong, my family!"
What Berg actually said, in his Mo Letter “There Are
No Neutrals" was, “You're either for us or you're against
us . . . ‘My country, my country, right or wrong, my
country.'” Is there a substantive difference beiween
these statements, onc of which Berg made and ths other
of which he denies? Or did Berg jusi*forget what he had
said carlicr? (If so, he docs not rcad his “"Mo Letters”
as religiously as do his followers, whom he tclls to read
the same way they read the Bible.) Or is he consciously
trying to deceive? Or is there some other alternative?
Berg also asserts that he is “diametrically opposed to
the dangerous, crroncous and false tcaching . . . of
which I myself have often been very falsely sccused™ and
which he ascribes to *an incorrigible tew" of his. sub-
ordinates “who have disregarded many reproofs,”
namely, “That it's alright [sic] to lie, cheat, steal, and
perhaps even commit violence in the name of Josus
as long as it's good for the cause.” He declares that he
never taught this and that it can be found “in absclutely
no Mo letter in existence,” and he challenges followers
o prove in wriing that 1 have ever indicated such o
thing. . . .7 Boe professes shock that some COGs said
on a mationat elecast in Canada “that they wors <o
loyal to Moses and so obedient that even if he told taem
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v kill their parents, they wauld do so!™ He declares, “1
v never even supgested such unguestionmg, blind and
arhicit’ ebadience!™ e

First, it is strange thai followers in o sieidly authori-
nan sect would -so flagrantly mistepresent the aan
hom they revere as Ged's anpinted prophet for the
ot days and on whose word they have given up every-
ing. Sccond, numbers of COGs and ¢x-COGs have
‘iterated what was said on the Cinadian telecast about
tal obedience to Berg, even to the point of killing on
ymmand. One ¢x-COG testificd on NBC's “Chronolog™
regram in the summer of 1972: -

I was taught in the Children of God 1 would have (o
commit adultery, theft, and murder during the last
seven years of the world because of the fact that we
would be under cover, and there would be things like
this that would have to be done in order to sustiain
our group.

unicrous newspapers have rcported COG members
cre asked if they would kill (their parcnts or national
aders, for example) if their elder ordered them to do
y. Invariably the answer was yes. It is clear that an
firmative answer to this presumably hypothetical ques-
on was expected if they wanted to retain their good
znding.

And while Berg claims thai nuthing in the “Mo
etters™ supports the tcaching of such implicit obedience,
2 hard evidence ‘indicates otherwise. The “Revolu-
anary Contract,” which all new members must sign,
:clares that “instant obedience is imperative.” It clab-
rates: “You must obey: implicitly, qui¢kly and without
JestUL yuur UITILLES b thie Lud, o yua Wwish 10 TERLs
member of this Team. . . ." Elsewhere Berg instructs,
. . obedience is not enough. . . . To ‘submit yourself'
«cans put your whole body, soul and spirit into com-
lete subjection to the spirit of God in your leader.”
est onc might find “the spirit of God in your leader”
1 escape clause for Berg, we cite another statement in
“Mo Letter™:

The Bible talks about obeying your parents in the
Lord (which is your leadership, not your ungodly
fleshly parents). It says obey them in all things, ¢ven
if they are wrong! If a lcader tells you to do some-
thing wrong you are justified before God for obeying
leadership. . . .

ow, which is the more valid reading of these statements
-the members® declaration that they would obey every
rder of their superiors in COG, cven onc to kil', or
erg's argument that he never taught blind, impiicit
oedience? :

In his “Open Letter™ Berg also denies that he “ever
aimed that the final Kingdem of Christ has alicady
rived on carth.” What he did say was, “We agree with
5S¢ of the radical revolutionarics' goals, but their goal
" utopia, they cannot reach, while we have reached it
reedy. . . . We are practicing the enly pute funn of
ymmunism. . . " (" The Rise of tiwe Reactionary Right ).

Nor are Berg's denials in his recent “Open | etter™ the
ly examples of the deception running through COG's
ALY 20, 1973

Berg pives his subordinates

detailed instructions on how to handle
reports, He tells them not to cooperate
with any media that publish

hostile stories, but to promise scoops
to reporters wcho treat them Ilindly.

operation. Berg has instructed his licutenants to say that
he is no longer actively in control of COG. So on
NBC's “Chronclog” program, Berg's son “Hosea™ duti-
fully declared that his father “does not take an active
part in our COG activities.” As if Berg's recent “Open
Letier” were not in itself enough to give the lie to this
announcement, scveral “Mo Letters™ verify his active
leadership. In *General Letter on Various Business,” de-
signed only for overscers to read, Berg gives detailed
instructions 1o leaders in various places; discussions of
moncy predominate. For instance: they are “never to
discuss your finances with outsiders, at least not the
specifics, such as Ben's inheritance. . . ." Berg sends
checks to various leaders, according to this epistle. In it
he also instructs his immediate subordinates whom tu
appoint as overall overscer for the United States. He
scolds those in charge of absorbing Linda Meissner's
Jesus People’s Army of the Paczific Norihwest for mov-
ing too fast and kicking recalcitrant kids off the propenty
before COG hod logal ownorchin of jt, cincs that mava
leit the COG leacers open 1o trespassing ciiarges. He
adds, “1 wonder if you would have been so ready to
run them out of the building, if you'd known this?"
When Berg wrote an emergency letter to send all COGs
home for the holidays in late 1971, he threatened clders
who did not comply with removal from office. All the
members went home.

A flyer designed for outsiders, entitled “What the
Children of God Really Belicve,” says, “Nothing is kept
hidden or secret about their way of life. . . ."" Why, then,
the “Selah treatment™? Also, why the following in Mao's
“Pointers for Leaders™: “Don't tell people more than
you have 10, to accomplish th* necded purpose™?

Berg cevidences a paranoid desire for secrecy concern-
ing his own whereabouts. His “Pointers for Leadens™
warns, “Always protect your leader’s security! (For ex-
ample, don't broad-cast their whercabouts on short-
wave!) Remember—it's a small world. and they're al-
ways out to get the leaders!™ Berg coaches his followers
on how tu diswer prebing gquestions about kis identity:
" "Who is Moses?'—1 can’t really tell you! *lIs ke so-and-
so?'—I really don’t know— He's never really told us, and
even if he had, he woulda't want us to wil. . .. Is fie
really vour feeder?” - Jesus Chluist 1z sy feader'™ {"Pub-
lic Relations™). While elders say they do not know their
leader's identity, COC Y reeently poblishe Dy 2o of the
more innocuous “Mo Letters™ as a book entitled Lettery
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am i Sk pherd, the coner of which lists the anthor
"David Brandt Berg, alvo known as Moses,"™ The
alepy SRS to fit the situation,
I “Public Relations™ Berg-gives his subordinates de-
icd iustructions on how to handle teparters, He twells
At o cooperate with any media that publish hostile
i3, but 10 promise scoops o reporters who treat Iht'lll
wdly, suggesting that the clders, “could cven furnish
:m with a few harmless ones [“Mo LaotterstY like 'Dia-
onds of Dust,” if they would promise to continue to
-t them fairly!™ He then provides a list of typical gues-
ns and the prescribed answers, along with a demon-
ation cf how to go on the offensive in an intervicw,
:ak with convicticn. and badger the reporter. After
ricate examples of how to deceive reporters, he as-
tts, “Honesty is usually the best policy in dealing with
¢ Press,” then two paragraphs later explicates his ideal
bonesty: .. . you can just stall, evade, or lead them
i on another track. . . " Ms continues: “Give them i
od story. Try not to be negative in knocking the sys-
n, its churches, etc.—even public education! . . . It's
K 1o talk like this to cach other, but not to outsiders!™
tther, “Don’t use what they eall ‘bad language' and
ur letter words within tee hearing!™
What gocs for managing the news apglies also to what
variously called “procuring” or “spoiling Egypt.”
ace COG members do not hold paying jobs, they must
7 1o get free food from local merchants. The colony
:mber assigned to this task is called the procurer. He
given specific instructions on his_appearance, diess,
d manncr: neat haircuy, coat and tic, clean, conserva-
2 chint, nc jeanc or for-ocut pante apd hirts, s'ha-:-s
incd, tecth brushed, mouthwash used. *Don’t be afraid
put on a camouflage 1o put on the system™ (“Procur-

m%m
MORNING PRAYERS

“. .. and he was given much incense to mingle
with the prayers of all the sains | . . and the
smole of the incense rose with the praycrs

of the saints . . " (Revelutic, 8:3,4).

From this sunrise angle

the chipped cup rim

shapes ccflee mist 10 an cllipse
holding the morning odor

in bricf order to the eye
before my nostrils inhaie

and make its rising incense

a part of morning adoration
to the Holy God who can
make me a hale fellow.

EUGENE 1. PLTERSON

M%

[10%0]

ing”). In many localitics procurers represent the group
by some name other than “Children of God."” lest COG's
bad publicity inhibit therr cllorts. Procurers say that the
Eroup are Bible-college students, that the ministry is
taking young people off drugs and training them in “a
ceriain triadde (o teach the young people how to becore
productive members in suciety” ("Procuring™). Never
mind that one of COG's main teachings is that it js sinful
to hold a job in socicty. Procurers show pictures of their
work, but they are sclective, as per Berg's advice: for
example, “. . . lay off the dancing, you'ra a Bible oriznted
group. . ." (“Procuring™).

The Children of God have had some success in their
efforts to recruit from other Jesus-people groups, whom
they consider “compromiscrs.” Again, deception is part
and: pareel of their method of operating. When Linda
Mcissner joined COG, she brought with her an undor-
sround newspaper re-christened “New Improved Truth."
It quotes establishment lewspaper stories on COG, but
wherever the name “Children of God™ appeared in the
otiginal, it is blocked out and a substitution like “Jesys
Revolution™ or “Jesus Freaks"™ appears in its place. No-
where is the paper declared to belong to COG The mild
“Mo Letters” carricd in it are ascribed crypticaily 1o
M. L. In “Othe; Shcep™ Berg, reacting to published
criticism of COG, scolds his subordinates for their ex-
cessive exclusivisin, which detracts from the effort to
bring other Jesus people into COG. Of course, they
learned their exclusivism from Berg himself, and what
he calls for is not g change of belicfs but only one of
tactics. The idea is 1o avoid doctrinal arguments and
sondempationt, tolling recryitg tha “heavy et ahaug
COG’s view of Bible prophecy only after they are safely
within COG's fold. *“You could ¢ven read them the
lighter Mo Letters designed for babes and the genaral
public!™ Another thing Berg would not want prospects
to know is that “jt may be the Lord's Will to 1ake other-
wisc less desirable mothers or fathers, to get the chil-
dren!—Kibbutzim do™ (“Pointers for Leaders™). A
Strange statement coming from a man who prides him-
scll and his group un being outcasts for whom estab-
lished society has no use, the foolish and weak whor
God is using 10 canfound the wise and strong of this
world. :

The same deception is ¢mployed in dealing with par-
ents of new members, COG leaders make a big puint
ol their instructions that members are te write home
weekly. However, we know from conversation with cx-
members that this is not encouraged until converts are
firmly in COG's grasp. Further, “Public Relations"
makes it clear that the main purpose of allowing mum-
bers to write at all s 1o Iry to get money out of the
parents for COG's use. There is a second reason to
minimize bad publicity. In 1ac, since the haliday €2a50n
of 1971, COG My taken o sending incmbers home on
occasion-—again, for the same two fUilsons-—a mave
Berg describes as “a masterful stroke of genius™ (by
the Lord,” he adds) (“Public Relations™).,

Parents who find out where their children are lecated
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Deryg m:'mr!» that in extreme cuses
whiere jm’uua lrace threatened

ar (:Mempr('d viclent uction to reclaim
their children, COG has sequestered

the children. 3

and come to talk with them are often prevented from
doing so. Although numerous cases can be documented,
COG Icaders publicly deny this. Yet Berg acknowledaes
this well-known fact in his “Public Relations™ latter.
However, the letter announces a shiflt in tactics because
of the bad press that this practice incurred. It is neces-
sary, he now says, to take a chance and let parents
speak with their children, in private if they absolutely
insist. This means risking “kidnapping” of the children
by their parents, and so members reccive detailed in-
structions about how to escape from parents and return
to the colorny. -

Nevertheless, the old practice is still often in cffect.
An English newspaper, Sunday People, set up an experi-
ment to see if COG dealt honestly with parents. A young
reporter “joined™ COG. The next day an older repoiter,
posing as his fathier, came secking Lim. The clders det
nicd that his *“son™ was there and denied even knowing
him. While the “father™ was heine nffored enffen Pikia
veisds, aud a detaunsitaiion of jove, e elders tricd w
get to the young reporter to et them hide him (Sunday
People, Scpt. 24, 1972, p. 4). When an English woman
tried to retricve her daughter, she was shoved by Bery's
wife, known in the group as “Mother Eve.” When the
woman pressed charges over the incident, a COG celder
warned her to drop the case and threatened: “If you
don’t you will never sce your daughter again.”™ Mother
Eve subsequently fled the country.

One must understand the COG view of the older
generation as a whale in order to understand this be-
havior. Adults are assumed to belong to the System,
which manifests itsell in government, jobs, schools, and
(most cvil of all) churches—all of which make up the
Great Whore of Babylon. Duplicity is again the hall-
mark of COG operations. Berg speaks of the “goodwill
visitations to local churches™ in which COG enpuged
in the carly days in southern California (“Survival™).
Yet, referring to the same visits, he crows, “We thumbed
our noses at the churches and the Establishment™

Berg's letters  regularly  catalogue  vitriolic  diatribes
against the church. Sumple:

And the Church?--Ha! —The so-u: tl]ul u.Ierh .. in
]ual an absolute ilicnlans Paeht A TR
then-iheu, do-goader, secial f'lnb and status symbol
for tha s:!.’-righlmus sunstusonious, pharismical, su-
perannuated hypocrites! —a useless, incllective, weak
and Judicrous, dead and dying, puganiztie huanvover
from the superstitious pase! (“Survival™). -

N RT UG
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Berg wates to a potential donor about “as much as we
love them [church people],” but clsewhere he calls
them “these d---, fool, so-called Christians™ and theic
churches “the moldy moldy of the coffins of the dead”—
hardly a place to which to pay good-will visits,

Parents are tarred with the same vitriolic brush. “The
Revolutionary Contract™ describes parents as “the rot-
ten, decadent, decrepit, hypocritical, selfrighteous, in-
flexable [sie), aMuent, selfsatisfied, proud, stubborn, dis-
obedient, blind, bloodthirsty, Godless, dead, selfisi,
churchy, unchangeable older generation.™ The Mo
Letter™ “Who Are the Rebels?" blasts “this recent med-
crn plastic, artificial man-made gadget-filled, money
crazy, whoremongering sex- n'.nd—rc!igiomly hyprocriti-
cal socicty of the parents”; and the “God forsaking,
Bible-hating, anti-Christ selfish peace-defying, law break-
ing, man killing parents of today.” Berg's condemnation
follows. “You, my dear parents, are the greatest rebels
agamst wod and His Word and His Ways. . . . To Hell
with your devilish system. May God damn your unb.-
licving hearts. . . . God is going to destroy you and
save us. .. "

Though COG members carly learn proof-texts for
home-breaking for the sake of Christ, Berg publicly
denies it: "To say that we try to separate ‘children’ from
their loved ones is ridiculous! We have actually done
niore in most cases to bring them back together. . ."
("Survival™). Yet in the same passage Berg admiits that
in extreme cases, when parents have threatened or at-
tempted violent action to reclaim their children, COG

'--‘.- roartebaes d 3l ...l..:l.l_-....
CeQulliclow wie Calludcin-

at thalr G ddquesi and
tor their own salety, he explajns. Then comes the
threat: *. . . we have been compelled in several caces to
file criminal action and . . . have [been) . . . furced tv
prosecute them (o protect ourselves and put a stop (o
their lies. . . . Don't try to stop them [the children] or
us!” (“Survival”). No wonder COG leaders value thair
privacy: “And with such insane parents on the lvose,
is it any wonder that the poor hounded leaders of somne
suffering Colonies prefer to ke unseen, unhknown, or at
least out of the reach of such demented fiends. . ."
(“Survival™). What is true for his lizutenants is even
more applicable to the chief. He has good reason to pre-
fer “to remuain anonymouy, and in the utmost seclusion
for bhoth my health and safety’s sahe when there are
such crazy people like those we've been describing run-
ning around with guns in their hands actually threaten:
ing to, kill me if they can find me™ (“Survival™).

It is always difficult to judge the mind of anothel
man. But it is diflicult to read and compare the variou:
statements of David Berg and not conclude that the
demonstrate o conscious pattern of deviousness. How
this can b squared with the teachings of the Bibic the
Berg claims o venerate we do not Laow, 17 Rorg wer

" . ..l' LT | 1

“;f;’....li\ w“

: his p.m pl-.mm.um:m.uh and o promiss to shafe fie,
t|LLL|!l1\L1h..\‘\ to high Cheistian ethics, that would be on
iine, Until he does, he stands exposcd as practicing o
v wscionable duplicity. C
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Where Are All the Children Now?

There aren’t many members of the con-
troversial Children oif God (COG) scct
left in America. Last year the COG's
middle-aged  leader, David  *“Moses"
Berg. from his secret hideaway in lon-
don, predicted—or prononnced--judg-
ment upon the land, and he ordered
the Cluldren out. PPavents who hadn't
heard from their children in months
suddenly found themselves diowered
with lavish attention—and requests lor
travel monecy and help in obtaining
Almost overnight the Chil-
dren bucame a world-wide missionary
organization, a great leap forward from
1968, when the Berg, funmly and a
handiul of counverts got it all started
(see November 5, 1971, issue, page
1R

ca any
they can be found singing (“you gotta
be a baby") and dancing in Hyde
Park, London, inviting stray youths (o
dinuer in the nearby COG commune.
The Childien maintain an outpost in
Carnstiana, a former army base in Cop-
cnhagen that is now home for 1,000
hippizs of various nationalities living
in assorted communal  arrangements.
COG communes are lacated through-
out Western Furope, the Canbbean,
and Latin America. A colony in Isracl
has been stitning up controversy with
its ageressive evangelislic tactics,

No one knows how muany Children
there are cxcept perhaps the leaders.
Thke figure hecard most is 3,000, but
the real totas 1s prebably much smualler.
The drop-out rate of long-termers is

almazt Curidey afisrncon

thought to be rising, family-conscious
Luropean and Latin American young
people are not as apt to sever relation-
ships and leave home as their Ameri-
can counterparts of a few years ago,
and overseas Jesus people are much
wariecr of the Childien than were the
Anericans. Curiously, last summer the
Chiklren were banned from platform
participation in a huge Jesus festival
by Daonish Jesus praple, while at the
World Council of Churches meeting in
Holland they were welcomed with open
arms. (The Children are now courting
the esiablichiment; formerly they openly
scorned it, even  demonstrating  ia
church services.)

The Children have suffeied some
scrious  blows recentlv.  Last spring,
N gnlovicionn nirsdd  n dovasialipn

close-up of the COG in which Moses
DBerg was depicted as a dirty old man
by hig estranend danohterin-law, Sarah.
(Indced, say insiders, Berg claims he
received a revelation from God permit-
ting him to have concubires, including
a secretary named Maria. Four-letter
words appear in the “Mo letters”™ he
semds to COG colonies, and some ietters
contain ribald references to sex.) Sarah
Berg also alleged that the Berg clan at
tmes sat around in the nude and drank
wine. (Mo is said 1o have okayed wine
tor marticd Childeen because ity use
improves sextral relationships.)

A number of Saah Bere's allegations
were confirmed by David Hoyt. a for-
mer Jesus leader in San Fruncisco and
Atlanta who joined the Children at

leadership level. Last year, after Hoyt
questioned Berg's theology and policies,
Berg s:id Hoyt was demon pascessad,
and he irstructed other leaders 1o exor-
cise the evil spirit. In an ugly scenz2 at
COG headquarters in the London sub-
urb of Bromley, Hoyt left COG (he
has tried in vain 1o retrieve his wife
and children). He is now linked with
millivnaire real estate magnate Kennzth
Frampion of Bromley in a minisiry to
ex-Children,

Frampton, a member of the Ply-
mouth Brethren, becam: cne of the
Childien's main benefactors zfter two
of his sons joined. He too feli out with
the Berg family, mainly over theology
and Berg's apparent role as dictator of
the faith, (In an interview in Paris,
COG laadare thars actnawlodosd they
read Mo letters nightly to the colaay.
How often do new letiers arrive?
“Whenever we nedd a new ruclatio::
from God," replied 2 CCG cller.

That the unscen Berg is in su;'r..n:e.

control cannot be denied. Frory the mo- -

ment a “babe” enters COG, his mind
is controlled by outside forces. Input is
programmed: certain Bible verses, in-
terpretive notes, rationale for new life
styles. Output is regulated: ke is in
utter submission to elders. he is never
left alone (not even when he goes to
the bathroom), what the group dezs he
does. Turther, he is kept ar the paint
of exhaustion. There is simply no time
for independent thinking and study.
Ironically, many ex-Childsen, in nam-
ing what they missed moat in COG,

The Children at ihe World Cnuncll of Churches. Left of cross: Faith Berg
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cite  personal  meditation  and  Bible
study.) Fear is added as a motivating
factor: to displease the COG  leader-
ship is ta displease Gogl. Morality s
understond in heht of what is goad for
the COG caun-+. As for security, the
will of the leadership is the will of
God.

Many ex-Children say  they had
trouble  framing their thoughts and
thinking through decisions in the first
days after they left COG. "It was trau-

Cnuatie,” recalled one. 1 was on my

own."

L.ast December, newspapers across
the nation ran stories on San Diego-
bused “deprogrammers™ who were at-
tempting to reclaim COG members by
fordibly breaking the mantal hold that
had been imposed upon them. The de-
programmers were members of FRIFE-
COG, a group composed  mostly  of
parents wha want their offspring out
of COG.

Within the next month or so, at the
request of their parents, young people
in other groups—fiom tightly Lknit
charismatic praver fellowships to scc-
ular communes—became targets of de-
programming.  Parents  literally - kid-
nappad  their voungsters and  locked
them up with deprogrumming teams in
a room at homie or in a ncarby motel.
This all led to sensutional stories in
the nress in February ana Alarch—and
to criminal charges againsi the best-
known depragrammer, Ted Patrick, 43,
an African Mecthodist Episcopal . lay-
man in San Dicgo who once served as
a community relations contultant to
Governor Ronald Reagan.

Patrick, wiiose own son was in COG
for a short time, was recently arrested
in New York City while helping a par-
ent to force his 21-yveur-old son into
a car. The youth, Daniel Voll, belongs

1o the New Testament Missionary el-

lowship, a  charismatic  community
headed by Tlannah Towe. Proceedings
in the case were pending this month,

One of the depropramming feaders,
Mrs. 1la Meece of Sun Dicgo, a mem-
Ler of a well-known evanaclical church,
denies that mainstream  Jesus  people
are targets, “In fact, we use Jesus peo-
ple as  deprogrammers,”  she  says.
“Theyre the ones whao can get through
best 1o some of these mixed-up kids.”

She savs that most of the COG mem-
bers who went through  deprogram-
mune lett the Children as a result,

I an intervizw, she expliined how
deprogramianag waorks, Fiest, the mwem-
ber is isoblited trom his group for two
or three davs Other Christians - stay
wath hnn ihe vnniss i
him andd sskine him to explan his - e-
Litions ap to Chist, o answer criticism
against COG, o determiine whom he
is teally canvinee—ll the time seeking
o dhaw out independent answers and
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to convince him that he is loved by
family and friends. Scriptural teaching
on issucs pertinent to COG is also a
part, she adds.

In retrospect, what do thcie who

undergo  deprogramming think of u?
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David Hoyt: minus a wife

Jill Huston, 23, who had been with the
\:iliidlt‘ll lludliy (S LU [N TEN ll-::hh;-tq
“You've been deccived with the \ora.
The only way to reccive the truth is if
somecone shares and shows it from the
Word.” (When' the was first locked in
her room, Miss Huston jumpzd out a
window, but later returned at the coun-
s21 of a young man from the church.)
As for the methods used, “I'm not
sure,” she says, “but I guess they have
good cnds.”

So far, fewer than 100 have gone
through deprogramming.  Imponant
constitutional questions are  involved,
and courts may soon be called on 1o
answer them. Epwarp E. PLowMaN

CHRISTIANITY [0DAY

Children: Soft on Parents
A SL1 nullion libel suit against par
of come members of the controver
Children of God group wus droppey
Dudlas by the COG with the explanay
that it was taking 100 much time ay
ftom evangelism. ‘The suit, filed
January, alleged that Juring a dem
stration  outside  the  Dullas  Fed,
Buldimg e October, 1971, the pa,
shandered the COG by clamang it
subvcisive eroap, Ridaaps young |
soty, drags and Ly paotzes them, an
Pt ol woredket oo entort naaey It
(NVH LTS S it

The st named the parents “indis
aally and e thar capacity as maeml
al the Parents Comeanice 10 Free (
Sons amd Daughters 1rom the Child

of God Organization” (FREECO
COG spokesmen said the parents’
forts to discredit the COG were fu
“evidenced by the fact that the €
dren of God continue to grow

prosper in their work.”

But, says FREECOG spokesman*
Patrick, COG gave up only a
FRLUECOG issued subpoznas requil
bath the appearance of COG four
David “Moses” Berg (who has b
in hiding overseas for severul yo
and the handing over of COG reco

Joun SaiLha
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From the Academy

RUSSELL KIRK

_FI\m: VARIETIES of religious ex-
perience are many. and sanie
of them are bancful. “Beloved, belicve
rot every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because
'many false prophets are gone out iato
the world."

Among the [alse prophets of this dec-
ade are the leaders of an organization
called the Children of Gad, which pro-
fesses itself “a young disciple army.”

- COG's headquarters lie in Dallas, and

“major branches” are listed in some 48
cities all over the world, among them
Lima, Auckland, Amsterdam, Nurem-
berpg, Edinburgh, Rome, Tokye, and
Kingston  (Jamaica,  presumably).
There are believed to be about two
thousand members of COG, the large
majority young Agoericans; the group
seems to have shifted most of its disci-
ples—ar caplives—to foreign parts, un-
der pressure from outraged parents.

COG falls within the large category
of “Jesus Freak™ sects, but any resem-
blance to the more sincere and genuine
evangelicals of the Jesus Movement is
deceptive. What do COG discinles dq?
WhY, they surrendsr ol thair coads 50,4
chattels 10 COG; they live in tumble-
down communes; and they testify.
Their testimony somectimes is mumbled,
and sometimes hysterical; they appear,
usually, to be under the influence of
either narcotics or hypnotism.

“Love" is much on the lips of COG
votaries, but actually their principal
teaching is hatred of one's parents, a
doctrine perverted from certain pas-
sages in the New Testament. They
court persecution—always a useful tool
for uniting any eccentric sect—and set
society at defiance. They closely resem-
ble the vagrant bands of dirty and dan-
gcrous religious enthusiasts who ap-
peared near the close of the Middle
Ages; indeed they have had their coun-
terpants in every age when the moral
and the social order have been dis-
rupted.

COG specializes in luring neurotic
or bewildered young people away from
Farental  influence—perhaps  forever.
COG preaches a Children's Crusade,
but with no Saracen adversary. COG's
har piest hunting grounds apear to be

- the campuses of evangelical Christian
sollcges, and the vicinity of “funda-
Wertaliet  churches: Heresy always

314 L} =

feeds upon simug orthodoxy., But COG
-does nut huve this ficld to jtself; parents
accuse several other “religious™ cults,
spawned by inner and outer disorder,
of parallel tactics with boys and girls—
the Alamo Christian JFoundation, the
Love-In (New York), Love of Seattle,
Loove Israel of Scattle, Truth and Light
(Colorado), Scientalogy, und the Lord
only knows what other varicties of
freakery. ©
What happened to [riends of nune, a
marricd couple in California, may il-
lustrate sufficiently what COG and
similar groups do to their prey. My
fricnds were almost perfect parents—
highly intelligent, humprous, neither
too permissive nor too strict with their
children, to whom they paid plenty of
attention. 1 here was no generation gap
—until their cldest son accepted an
athletic scholarship and went off to at-
tend a Protestant college in the Mid-
dlc West.
There he was assigned as roommate
a Jesus Freak of the COG varictly. The
roommate convinced the boy from Cali-

farmia tkzt Liz parenss (whom e
Fieak never haa beheld) were hypo-
crites and scoundrels. After some

months, the boy appearcd in California,
filthy, ragged, and wild with some drug.
He cursed his parents, proclaimed his
own rightcousness, said that they never
would sce him again, and disappeared.
They have scarched for him earnestly:
no trace. He had been a strong, hand-
some boy, a high-schoul athlete, with
admirable manners; when he left his
parents forever, he did not appear to
be long for this world.

The two thousand, victims of COG
are young people like this boy whom I
knew. Generally they scem to be boys
and girls with some money in the bank
and other goods, chosen because they
may be plundered; it is still better if
their parents have money, COG solicits
“lave offerings” from parents, suggest-
ing that if dad and mom cough up,
COG may furnish them with the pres-
ent addresses of their lost children.
Those addresses, nevertheless, are diffi-
cult to obtain, und COG pgoes to ex-
traardinary lengths to lure back any
memkbers wha visit their old homes. or
who permit theiwr parents to visit them
in their communes.

Bereaved parents have formed their

. “religious"

the Gap

|
!

< i
own organization, Parents To Frce O

Sons and Daughters from Childien ¢
God. In San Diego, they have estax
lished a center for “de-programing”— -
that is, redeeming such young pcopls & ¢

have cscaped from COG's clutches b2 @

who remain all at sea. The dz-prograc
ing may take months, for COG’s " di-
ciples" appear 1o have bLeen svstemai
cally brainwashed. How far hypnoatiss
and narcotics are deliberately employ:: !
by groups of COG's stamp is diflicL:
to determine; certginly COG dicciz!s
stumble round Iikc‘zombies.
4

A MAD world, my masters: But then '
it o1ten nas peen mad. Tn the Chilisz=’:
Crusade of 1212, the hyaterical bo;
Stephen led thousands of French boas
and girls down to Marscilles. “Thee
they were taken auboard ship by two
merchants, called Hugh the Iron ari
William the Pig. No more was heard ¢
these innocents for eighteen years; thee
it was discovered that Hugh thz Ireo
and William the Pig had sold the fot cf
them into Algerian slavery. Some ycars
later, the Emperor Fredenick 11 cavg™t
pious Hugh and William in a Sicihizz
robbers’ roost, and hanged the pair—
not least because they had taken mor:zy
from the Saracens to kidnap him.

Some American parcnts would deatly
love to hang the “brothers and sisiens’
who run COG; I might tug on the rcze
myself. What are the motives of su::
organizers? Why, powar
over minds and bodics: and the gralii:
cation of being a successful fell spirit.
More crimes are committed in 1@
name of religion than even in the nam?
of literty, and these unfortunate your]
people would have beer luckier hil
they been dominoted hy some hondd
atheist. None of Stephen’s littls o
dren returncd home frem Alrica: i
of COC's disciples may come szne €4
of the communcs. .

COG Wldens
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e “Jesus Movement”
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—''kew York Tunes’* Pholo
From counterculture to Bible wership,

invalved
drugs.

“At Woodstock, T tried
to kill mysell, built a fire
and stoxd in it. This guy
pulled me out and beat
out the flaimes. Then 1
heard the Children of God
singing on a hillside, It'was
beauntiful. I was drawn ta it
and aceepted Josus Christ.
It was heavy, man. [
havent used drugs since.
Now 1 just want to help
other people,”

Such people stir mived

in psychedelic

A Day in the Life of
‘The “Children of God"

ELLENVILLE, N. Y.

This sleepy town on the edge of the
Catshalls has a population of 5000, a
collection of pecling Victorian mansions
and—sunce last June—a colony of more
kan 100 transients® who call themselves
ARG S T e i e

Tuty are pant of a seet within the
*Jesus movement”™ which claims  any-
where from 2,000 to 3,000 members in
small culonics in the U. 8., and some in
Europe.

The “Children™ live by sharing. adopt
Riblical names and follow a strict sched-
ule daily of study, work, prayer and
singing in their cluster of houses,

Most of the “Childien”™ in the Ellen-
villz colony aze in their early 20s but
there have been some as old as 55.

“y/e shall try.” Nominally in chage
15 David Cook=known in the colony as
“Jured"=who is a licensed minister. Te
savs: )

“In the book of Acts, it is wrilten
that the carly Christians sold what they
had and shared with cach other. That is
what we tn to do.”

Apparently this arrangement  works.
A recent convert says:

“Lots of kids come liere with quite a
bit of moncey. Some stll get money from
home. We dont have maoney problems.
We dim't need much money,”

Most “Cluldren”™ admit to having had
bad expericnces with doigs, sex or fami-
. Nuw |!|i'l\- Lave alandoncd worlidhy
goods and have tumed 1o what one calls

the ultmate top ™ =namely, Jesus.

Relert Miller, wha  calls hinwself
“Baruabas™ and is an assstant to Mr.
Conk, explamed his own e«perience:

“Life had lust its meaning. 1 was

feelines, here and  elaes
where in the nation,
Many paents of the

Children are up in arms
about the colonists’ hfe
style, and have formed a
national organization in
oppuosition="arents” Com-
nmittee to Free OQur Chil-
dren From the Childien
of God,” or FREECOG,

These parenls say theie children in
the eolonics have been  mesmerized,
brainwashed  or  foreibly  detained by
their leaders, Lawsnits are threatened in
some places to force youngsters to return
home.

fivie in Eiienvilie, there are  com-
plamts about "poings on” at the seltle-
ment about rock music the “Children”
play, and “the moncy up there.”

Yet most in Ellenville accept the
sincerity  of the "Childien.”™ Chief of
Police William Trapnell said:

"We have very good relations with
the group. There has never been any
trouble. 1 have made several visits up
there and the atmosphere is o, It's
always “Gad bless vou, brother.” It beats
being called “pig.” "

A Roman Catholic priest, the Rev,
John Budwick, alse is persuaded of the
proup’s sincerity, “They may be in g
transitional phase,” he said, “bat what
they are doing is not so dillerent from
what Tam domng.”

“Callcd me brother” A filling-
station altendant talked about the col-
ony's nightly “Jesus-jamming”™ at which
the “Children™  sing  original  hvinns
pegred to the Scriptures and set to
music played by muosicians with ¢lectne
gaitars and hanjos,

“I'm not much on religion, but T went
up there one mght,” he sand. T was
accepted. Exenvhady called e “brath.
e This och stall was naver sy bag
but when they started singing their own
hvimns, man, 1 got goose bumps.”

Orgranizationally, cach  wnit withm
the colony is desenlwed as sell-govens-
g, and sell-sullicient,

Al members are called disciples. The

new membier, called a “habe,” must giw,
his full name, his drug histary, his (he
sen Biblical name, and allow his ma
to hie censored.

After  intensive  Bible  instructiog
which is vigorous enough to make man
leave after a few days, the perseverin
become “younger brothers.” With [y
acceplance comes the title of “elig
brother.”

At this stage, the disciple must lear
a trade. The popular ones are plintog
raphy, auto mechanics, printing, leatl
er and ant eralts,

Plan of the day. The daily schedy
is spartan. It begins at 7 a.m. with ¢lea
up. Then come tribe mectings, monan
prayers and classes on eternal salvati
Breakfast, one of the dav's two meals,
at 11 a.m., accompanied by sungs, Scri
ture reading and recitation, .

Altermoons are devoled to wark, mni
classes and leadership training. Din
is at 6. Most af the “Children™ wate
evening newvs on television,  Evenany
are devoted to celebrating Chirist wa
rock bands, the reading of letters fro
olher colonies and quict conversatio
All lights go out at midnight.

There are scparate quarters for me
and wumen, except for a few mann
couples. Once in the colony, a man -
waoman may not marry far six monthis

All possescinne are <hared The “C1
dien” often give away clothing to 1l
poor in the town. In retum, Ellcnvil
merchants  give their visitors  supph
of day-old bread, dented cans of fix
and sometimes bulk supplies of rice w
flour.

Godly revolution. These are n
hippies. Only a few have long hair. But
application form for membership savs
gouxd revolutionany is “rebellious azan
swcicty because society is anti God ™
adds that the "Children™ relxl again
“sell-destructing capitabism with ats b
ish wars and fiendish weapons.”

The "Cluldien™ see their colony as
sponpboard for foreign exvangelism.
ready the “"Chaldien™ lhave colomes,
established  centers of  Furope's lapy
cultie=in Amsterdam, London, B
Fasen, Stockholim and Bronsasels.

Meantime,  evanechsim  consists
baarding one of the colom’s ancic
buses and heading into New Yok Cu
Greenwich Village on week.ends to
cruit colonists,

The bus has a bolt-in stone, fix
blankets  and - medical <applies 1
“Clahlien™ talk to Villaze Tapgucs al»
Cod wnd ke poacddul Ble a1
Cuatskills,

There is ne coctown, Bnt cadh o
prostinees a few more soverts tor
sect that ds st
wonderment in so much of the nae
towitn .
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Whose Chilcren? .

Jesus did not abwavs speak of Tove,
I hus harher moments, he remimded
N doseaples that he haad come 1o bung
pot peaave but a swond He predivial
that he would set son agaist Lather,
davehter agunst mother, Chestanty
has otten explamed those “dark sav-
i as angry hyparbhole or simple pes-
sntisim about the acceptanee of lus
revolutionary eachings, but from time
1o time o hard core of hehievers has cho.
wn to tahe the Nazarene at his prim-
mest word, The Litest group o do o
v a controversial sect of young Chiis-
tans who call themselves, with grand
sclt-righteousness, the Children of Gol.

CThe name s meant to deseribe
their single-munded  determination o
“forsake all” for God—~Ginuly, friends
and personal belongings. The Children
ol Gaod are the stormy troopers of the
Jesus Revolution (Tive cover, June
21 s most forcetul and mosteit-
icized zealots, Though the membership
numbers only about 2000 worldwde,
it s vigorous and far-lune: ahount &0
colomes are seatterad from Scattle
Lssen, Germany, trom Jerusalem 10
Viet Nam. A L ondon colony founded
atew manths ago fues alrecady sent mus-
satrtties W Stockholm. Oxlo, Glasgow,
Ueltast. Dublin, Anwterdant and Brus-
Scis. Labernia s the nest tareet.

Woe! Woe! The Children attuck
Al workdlv society with the fierce zeal
of the Weatherman, using the cherished
King James Bible as their proofl test.
They demand a strictly communal life
as practiced by the carly Christians ac-
cording to the fook of Acts (“they
peld eversthing in common™). They
qwid work exvcept as it relates to
their own communes, lest their mem-
bers be forved to choose hetween God
and mammon. Yet they badeer busi-
acgsmcen to support them with hand-
outs of money and supplies, while
raging against a sinful Amenca amld
preclainung its—and the world's—im-
minent Joom. In their most apocals ptic
moments, they dress in red sackelath
a sign of warning), daub themselves

with ashes, put yookes around  their
necks, With the prophet’s traditional
stufl, they stand sident vigils m puhlic

l‘“l\l.?\ hh:nlum_ their silence unl\ 1%
utter an onvcasional “Woe! Waoe

Such theatrics mught seem mcrcly
eccentne 1o Americans il they came
Mam. Sav. an exobic sect such as Huare
Kiishna, When they are presented n
the ramie of € hristiamits, howeser, pea-
pe wha consider  themselves  good
churchzoing Chrstians resent the pur-
wr-than-thou wititude—amd the appeal
oacems to hold for their children,
Nonctheless, the group in some cases
fws had more success than parents in
winang young people from drugs, ca-
Sual sen and dntting, They alvo have

potent mecedents in St Francis of As-
sisi and SL Thomas Aquinas, both of
whom had 1o bicak with their fam-
thies over their vocations,

Some ol the most schement pa-
rental critics in Calitorn hiinded 1o-
pother in an organization called the
Parents’ Comnuttee to Free Ouwe Chid-
dren from the Children of God—-a
movement  that has since spread 10
ather parts of the country, The par-
cnts”  group  charges, among  other
things. that the Children stoop 1o kid-
miping, hypootizing and exen dioggng
ta heep voungsters in the seet. The out-
cry has driven many ot the ¢ aldien
from California; Ted Patrick, a San

munes for “habes"™ (new converis). the
apprentice memorizes the reguisite -
ble passages by reading them gl
while simultaneoisly histening 1o them
an lape. ible dests also blare from
lowdspeakers all day long. Each new
comvert Lukes a ibheal name. wsualls
from the Old Testament (Culeh, Sha-
drach, Deborah), and drops his ol
name as v remnant of the past,

None except the “chiers"—e\pe-
rienced  Children who  apparenily
“prow” into authority —goes anyvwhere
alone, Marricd couples Share  rooms
within the commune. hut single mem-
hers are ngidly separated in male and
female dormitories. Letters to and from
home are censored by the elders. Many
of the Chiddren st that the ng-
orous hile is necessary to prepare thein-
sefves for the Communist 1akcover that

CHILDREN OF GOD PREACHING DOOM IN MANHAITAN'S CENTRAL PARK
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Dicgo  aide o Governor . AR~ ooy Py ra— B
Ronald Reagan, has accused &
them of tryimg o “destroy 3 )
the Umited States.” e .\\ )
Not exactly tarning the | . [ “
other cheek, the Chuldeen 3 7 (i v
have slapped  four  leaders NS / k .
of the parenty’ group with 3 s ' -
a SLI00.000 suit Tor h- I Padle l 1\

bel and slander, and have
hrought o S3I00.000  suit
against Texas aollicials and
a mather tor allegedly rul-
rowmding  one  I8-year-old
muember mto a0 mental
nshitutuon,

While there seems to be
no hard evidence of - kud-
naping. druggig or genune
hy pnotism s tar, a broader
charge  of  “branwashimg”™
may be closer 1o the truth,
at least n the aense ol ore-
lentless exposttie to the seet'’s

propaganda. At special com-
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they expedt 1o come before doomsday,

The beinminges ot the Childien
weaready obacmed by Tegend. The
core o it apastles seenw o hoave
catbeted  roned a0 tandamentalist
i‘n-'.u'l'.n.‘r noencd Davad Berg, now an
Fis fitties, hes four childien and thar
netes in 190708, A Teens for Chin,
they bt up a smadl group of fol-
lowers i Cadtlormia, where one of
their  carly—and  siee abandoned
—tactics Was o disrupt services at
local churches, In 1969, after Berg
had o svision of imnunent carthquake,
about SO of the band embarhed on a pe-
ricd of wandering, during whech, leg-
cnd has i, they had 1o cal grass 10
survive,

Rerg. who had ence worked for
TV Prangehist ). Fred Jordan, soon se-
cured the wse of Jordan's Tevas and
Califorma properties for the Childien
of Ganl, as they had come o call them-
selves. Inreturn, Jondan displaved the
voungsters, most of them in their late
teens and 20, in his teles ised fund-rais-
ing pitches. The arrangement lasted
abount a vear and a halt, An arggunent
over the propertios precipitated a clash,
“ad Jordan vrdered the Childien off
his Lind Last Septemiber,

The: Children have won over two
maportant figwies in the broader
Jesus movement: David Host, of At
Lanta™  street nunistries, and 1 ada
Memsner. of Scatfle’'s  Jesus People
Army. Both apparentiv  decided that

7~ theroun awtheds e aoT prrducing

Lnougn iasing consers: Hovt poinicad-
Iv blamed his “watered-down Gospel™
When he entered the Chaldren of God.
he towk muany of the Atlanta Jesus Peo-
ple with him. Linda Meissner. however,
ook far tewer of her Jesus People
Army along—and indeed the feud be-
tween the mainstream Arms Gncluding
Linda’s husband John Salvesen) and
her sphinter group has scandalized Se-
attie’s Jesus People.

Without Games. Founder Berg.
under his sect name of Moses, reg-
ularly proaduces o patriarchal steeam
of crotchety, somctimes protane *' Mo
letters™ advising has far-tlung Chaldren
on everything from visa restnictions
to buying o boat. A pgrowing con-
sciousness of  publicity may modify
the Children’s behasior in the luture
—uas it has apparently begun 1o do,
To ollset attachs by parents, the col-
onies sent members home lor the hol-
idays: while quite o few stased home,
muny returned more zealous than he-
fore. Berg has also discouraged clash-
e with other Jesus People.

Not all fanubies for that muatter,
are disappointed with the resuls the
Cliddaens of Gend prodice. Ld Reos.
vice president ior public relations ol
the Flying Tiger Lane i Los Angeles,
watched his son dnit from medical
studies into Jdeugs, und tinally into the
Children sect. Rees sull finds “a dJe-
pressing sameness”™ in the members,
“cither sucking up this excessive re-
ligion or sputing it out,” but ke also al-

TIME, JAMUARY 24, 1977

come as expected.

lows that “they are totally  without
cuile, withour games. They really he-
lieve. They are prepared 1o die” So
far, however, the guestion is whether
they are prepared to Ine more fully
in the world if doomsday does not
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" The Gospels, of course,
have many such stern ad-
momitions whiclh, f fullowed literally hy
Cluntans, would tear conventional soci-
ety apal. But for the 3,000°members of
the Childven of God, a highly disciplined,
apweabvplic seet within  the  youthful
“Jesus Movement,” Chiist’s command to
forsake the family demands strict inter-
petition. Onee youngsters join, the Chil-
dren’s chanting, praving conmunes  of
Christian fundamentalists, they are for.
Lidden to go home again. Indeed, as part
cof their enforced isolation from “materi-
alistic™ society, converts must even allow
clders of the sect to censor theie mail and
manitor phone calls from their parents.
'The Pits': Not surprisingly, many par-
ents who initially welcomed their chil-
dren's “conversion” to Jesus now fear that
they have lost their youngsters for goad.
Oune night st September, Ismael Bar-
ron, a Scattle harber, was startled to
leamn that his son, Domingo, had sudden-
v been converted at a COG-run coffce
house and was giving up college and
“the world” to join the sect. Two weeks
Liter, el was pomilted o see his
18-vear-old boy at a COG work camp
near Buddington, Wash., but only while a
group of COG guards stoad by the car to
srevent the father fiom making off with
Lis soi.. Not that Domingo wanted to
leave, however. "My son preached the
Bible to me every minute,” Ismael 1e-
ealls, “He told me we were no good, that
the whole system was rotten and that he
didn’t want to come back into ‘the pits'=
that's what they call the worldl.”
Last month, Barron visited his son
again and managed to spirit him away,

hit ho je ope o8 0ha Toeonn e LECES
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worts 19 Gian Lhe Clhdldeen’s secunty
svatem. In Chula Vista, Calif., William
M. Rambur became so distraucht over
the conversion of his daughter, Kav, that
he formed the “Parents’ Committee to
Free Our Sons and Danghters from the
Children of God,” one of a hall-dosen
such onps organized recently. Afwer
Kay Rumbur, o 22.vear-old mnsing stu-
dent, soddenly jomed the seet in July,
her father, a retired Navy officer, diove
all the way to the COG camp in Mingus,
Teaas, ta see her. “Wo tried to get her to
come home with us,” he savs, “but she
told ux, "The Devil’s in that car with you.
I'm not getting into a car with the Devil’,”

Control: Mumbur claims that his par-
cnts” committee has no objection to the
Children's literalistie belicls, only the au-
thotitarian - contiol  eaxercised by the
COGy ruling elders. "These people,”
sava Rambwr, “are anti-government, anti-
religion amd anti-schonls,” And on this
Lasis, he has ashed President Novon, the
governors of Califormia and Tesvas amd
Blly Grabamm to join in eaposing the
Claldren.

Rebgionsly, the Clhildien preach the
saune heand of Wbhical Titeralism as Gra-
ham Yomself, They behieve that God and
the Devd are wresthing for the swarkil,
which will soan ewd with the Second
Coming of Jesus. Unhike Gralum, how-
ever, they try to prosade communnties
where these Deliefs can be practiced

precisely as preached, Al converts must
turn aver theie worldly possessims ta the
seet’s elders and bishops. They learn tn
deliver their own habies, grow their UwWn
food, repaie automobiles and even Hy
airplanes, At all hours of the day—and
throughout much  of  the night=they
must study, memorize and recite the Bie
ble in an almost hypuotic ritual of group
therapy.

Sackeloth: To win bread and influence
people, the Children operate a netwaork
of colfee houses and other “outposts™ in a
dozen different cities, mostly on the West
Coast. From these centers, they Lan out
in “prophet buses™—old vans rigged out
in sackeloth and pictuses ol ecstatic Jesus
people=to preach the Lord and collect
converts. "We've had great sucvess with
radicals, hippies and dropouts.” hoasts

Bretod Frsan = Sqdaacen

Children of God: A new nation”

one of the clders, Amold Dietrich, 323, a
New Yorker who now calls himself Bisli
op Joshua Levi,

The Childeen of God are not withint
support  frien some  satisfied  parents.
Three years ago, one son of Houston -
dustrialist. M.J. Dubtuy dropped out of
school and resisted all pssdnatne vifts
to get him off haed dreaes. Then he disap:
peated waith the Chuldeen of CGad and
was cured. Months Liter, another of Du-
Pus's sons joined the sect, and after vise
iting the hovs at a COG camp in Tevns,
Dul'iv has been won over. "They bl
gotten tamed onto Chist and saved.”

S Dl savs of his sons, 1 reabized then

that the Childien of God were dome
something for these Kids that money just
couldun’t huv”

Sevnte i the vichteonsness of ther
wavs, and wath help Dom wealthin pan-
ety the Chaldren are now st Ruane
b’y dionp and others of then nppetents
for 81,1 I.in“luu, o the L',in\unl that thon
el !I.r\ lnl'll \I.lllnlllt'\l. -‘\‘-!.' “! l‘l\l'
welte o whole new mation,™ v Thishogs
Tant, “a whole new socwety bonlt on the
Hook of Aors Proasse the Togd™

Newswecek, November 22, 1971

FINAL REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF
THE CHILDREN OF GOD
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. #Rebekah rebuilds her life
Hafter leaving the

RS e

—————— .« e

: Thesa storias are based on
inlandews with a former member of
the Children of God and a study of
kterature produced by the
organization. Asbakah Sunshine’s
raal name is withheld to protact
identity. .

By utcv MORGAN

‘ + NEW PORT RICHEY — Rabe-
kah Sunshine

was her name.
Today the soft spoken blonde

. Rebekah Sunshins (s 30 yekrs-old.
. She has discarded the name and the
 Children of God who gave it to her '

while she rebuilds a life that was swal-
lowed up into one of the strangest re-

- ligious cults in existence.

Today Rubekah Sunshine lives

 with her parents, Pasco County retir-

ees who have spent more than $9,000
in thejr harrowing efiort 1o wrest
their hter away from the cult
that enticed her into membership a
few years ago.

Her adventure into the mind-:

controlling, sex-oriented cult began
outiide a supermarket in Killeen,

Texas. At the time, she was involved

in a divarce, living slone and working
as a civil service employee at nearby
Fort Hood.

TWO MEMBERS OF the Chil-i

dren of God were cutside a supermar-

ket “litting the streets,”" — distribut-’

ing literature and collecting money
— apn activity that would later be-

come more than familiar to Rebakah.’
“l remember thinking, ‘\Vhat do-

these freaks want?"” she recalls. “But
in an hour and a half I had given
them the keys to my apartment and
told them everything. | invited them

to stay there Y their plans didn't -

work cut.” :

Laeas than a month elapsed before
cult members were living in her
apartment. Then she gave them all of
her possesiions — a var, hec furii-,
tupa, all she owned — and maved into

cult

ALWAYS CLOSE TO her, Reliekah’s parents and
an older sister began to notice that something was wrong.
They sent her sister out to size up the situation and began
huating down experts on cults.

After a series of long distance telephone conversations
with Rabbi Maurice Davis, an anti-cult expert who lives
in New York, her parents launched a campaign to attract
her home with promises designed to capture the intarest
of the cult.

When stories about her father's illness failed to attract
her home, they wrote a letter telling her that they had
paid cash for their retiree home, but were going tc have to
move back up north because of his iliness. They promised
Rebekah the house if she would be interestedsin moving,

Maintaining a steady flow of communication, Rebe-
kah's parents then wrote to ask what she wanted them to
do with the $37,000 that was left in her bank account. Ac.
tually she had $37,

THE BAIT WAS taken. Rebekah Sunshine was com-
ing home. Actually she was coming home Lo collect whal-
ever she could for the Children of God and recruit her
young niece into the cult.

Upon arrival in Pasco County she was greeted by fami-
ly members who kidnapped her and placed her in the

. hands of Ted Patrick, the nationally known deprogram-

ing expert who has tangled with cults for years.

Three wecks later Rebekah Sunshine was on her way
out of the mind-strangling nold that the Childten of God
had gained in her life.

“YOU’RE TOLD that if you leave, you'll luse¢ salvu-
tion and God's judgment will be taken out against you,
your family or friends,” says Rebekah, “In my case I'd
been out a month and a halfl when my f(ather was in a traf-
fic accident and in the hospital.”

It took hours of counseling from the family and a
deprogramer before “l realized it wasn't because 1
left, but because some fool an a red light."”

Rebekah has joined Patrick and other former cult
members in deprograming work and spends much uf
her free time working with cult m¢mbers and their fami-
lies in an effort to save other families from the grief she
found in the Children of God.

- She also works with Save Qur Children, a Tampa
group that is helping families deal with cults.

Looking back at life in the Children of God, Rebekah
can sce how things like Jonestown and the Peoples Tem-
ple veeur.

SHE SAYS LEADERS repeatedly told them that
everything outside of the Children of God was subject to
Satanic pussession, particulurly theie parents.

“Someday Satan will come to the colony,” she recalls
being told. “In the name of God you can do anything —
lie, steal, kill.”

Using her mother as dn example, Rebekah says she
was told that if her mother came to get her, that it would
not really be her mother, but “Satan using your mother's
bodv."




1 SeeSUNSHINE Paged
Sunshine

They lived a communail lifestyls in u group that includ-
ed eight adults, six children und constant visitors. The
phyiicdl attraction between male and female is used to
set and Leep converts, she says,

1t was 4 spiritual type thing — seeing that brothers’
and sisters’ needs are niet,” Rebekah recalls, y

LEADERS JUSTIFIED sexual expluits with a Bi-
ble verae and women were urged to “flirty fish,” using
their sexual attractions to gain converts and raise money
for the Children of God. Female members are also urged
to send nude photos of themselves to Bery.

Much of their days were spent singing, praying, read-
ing the ‘Bible and reading Mo Letters, a compilation of
Jetters from David Berg who is known as Father Moses
David, the leader of the international cult.

The Mo Letters offer members everything from
#xplicit sexual udvice to political commentary,

Rebekah louks at the Ao Letters in amazement today,
wondering that she ever held them in sacred esteem.

Her escape from the Children of God came only after

ber parents spent many hours and thousands of dollars .

easefully planning the day they would free her.

el

—*I would have been able to take a knife and slit my
mother open,” she says with horror. “Thay got me out just
in time."

Her kidnapping uecurred shortly before she was to
join a pioneering group thut was to establish a coulony in
Mexicu. She hud ulready bieen given her " (licty fishing" wa-
signment — u Mexico City ofticial who lived ut the Preai-
dential paluce.

- ALTHOUGH Rebekah Sunshine is fre: tuday she
will never be free traom the memories of time spent inside
the Children of God.

Tuday she in anxivus 1o help others stay out of cults
th.t practice mind cuntrul. She believes that no vne ia
immune.

Rebekah believes parents should talk v.cy frankly
about cults and their pructices with their children und
make themselves familiar with the literature and prac-
tices of the various cults.

MINISTEIS WHO have worked with cult members
say many youny people who get involved in them are cap-
tured at @ moment when they are alone, ...certain, de-
pressed or simply out on their own fur the lirst time in
their lives. Most of the cults practice a furm of “love
bumbing,” an ego building approach to a potential con-
vert that is particularly effective when used on someons
whao is in need ufﬁlnil__ and attent iva. - :

Many of the cuits offer a sort of mosal justification for
behavior that is deemed immoral by mainline religions.

Slowly but surely Rebekah Sunshine's life is “falling
in place.” She has taken a part-time job so sche will still
hmh h:'f’ :I:o!m‘ mm inth hes

ing out sex ori of the cult
Jeft relationships with men difficul

"l.l’tltl_-l dirty,” ssys Rebskah. “1 feit | had beem

8he is still & Hitle leery about going (o an
church, but says she fuhdunuﬂ : M
i i | l‘u*:t: 1 mldml{at Deavid Berg or ahﬁum

God, really di trust family either,” she
hndhﬂftﬂdﬁﬂﬂn‘lﬁlqu{"&nl retied on God
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DID CULT ABDUCT TwWO CHILDREN?
‘Derector’ Buames Spouse, 10 Otwers

Honclulu Advertiser, 9/10/80, by Barbara
UcBe;da--Candy Pickus's story begins 10 years
aco ir Texas when she joined the "Children of
God", a religious cult with a fervor for Jesus
and the Bible.

Fcr the next seven years she waa caught up
in that group, rarried a member of the group
ar2 had fcur children. They moved from the
tnited States and traveled through three
Eurcpean countries distributing literature and
collacting money for the group.

But the fervor evolved into a bizarre ex-
perience. Candy Pickus said the cult begain
scliciting donations and members through pros=-
itution=«="Nappy Hookers for Jesus.®", as they
are known. Morsover, children were often in=
cluded in the group's sexual activities, shea
said. °I never could really force myself to
believe that (prostitution) was necessary,®
Pickus said. Because she protested, she was
sent away from her two older children, who
stayed in Spain with her estranged husband,
Brian Pickus. She took with her the youngest
child and she was pregnant with a fourth
chilad.

For the past three years, her story has
been cne of frustration--fighting to find her
two children. Finally, she convinced her hus-
band to corme to visit Oahu, where she now lives.
She borrowed the money to send them one-way
plane tickets. In late August they arrived.
Sha took the children home with her. Divorce
papers were sarved on her husband at the air-
POER s

On Sept. 1, Brian Pickus visited the children
at Candy's house. After dinner, he visited his
car briefly, returned, grabbed the oldest son
and tried to leave. She pulled her son back in
and yelled for her boyfriend...

Four more men appeared at the door and in the
struggle that followed her boyfriend was choked
and suffered a concussion. He tried to follow
but his car was blocked. He thought there were
10 men an 3 carloads...

It is believed the other men were cult mem-
bers as her husband had no connections or
friends except for this group...

. Parily Court Judge Michael Town ordered a
bench warrant for the arrest of Brian Pickus
ard also ordered that the children be turned
over to Mra. Pickus. Police Det. William
Johrison said police have been unable to find
Pickus...

The court crder states that Brian Pickus took
the children *with the assistance of at least
10 other men inwillful violation®™ of an earlier
ccurt order...

The boys--Shaqed, 8, & Christopher, 6, --are
bath Caucasian, have brown hair and brown eyes.
They speak English with a slight accent and
vsually conrverse with each other in Spanish.

A REWARD OF 56,600 IS OFFERED TO ANYONE WHO
lecates the kidnapped children. The reward
roney has been provided by the family and a
radioc station in Hawaii. Call CFF-IS for
details.
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K. M. Hantenr EX-COL - Decemier, 1961 #9
P.0. Box 8821
Minneapolis, MM S58C3

As the holicay season 1s upon us, we 3ll have many more dimands on our time, encrgy and
finances. It's a time when we enjoy the company of friends and family and renew acquaintances
#nd tnink about the past year And thc year 1o come. It's alsc a tlime when we nirss most,
those who are far from us in body or spirit. |'d like to ramind us all of what the "typical/
average” cult member is going through.

i

Statistics of thz ganerasl population show that November- December is the worst time for
suicides, viclence and abuse and attribute it to lonliness (insecurity, lack of self esteem or
close personal relationships) which is extremely augmented by the joviality and warmth of
the holidays.

Holidays are twice as hectic for cult members. The |eadcrs realize members are more suscepti-
ble to doubts about the doctrines, as they become lonesome for family contact, etc. Therefore
they usually introduce major changes In November-December (as well as May-June - another
family get-togethcr time: graduations, weddings, etc.). For example, even while | was in

the COG | began to notice a pattern. | entered COC December,1971. In November, 1971, Berg
wrote the Homeqoing letter, "commanding” everycne to go home for the holidays, hoping to
purge the ranks of doubters, and reinforce the fervor of thuse more sufficiently under

mind control, as well as dispel some of the unfavorable publicity which stated members were
nat free to leave.

Over a period of 6 years that | was a member, most of these momentous “revelations” were
centered around further commands to leave the U.S. (Babylon, doomed) and,or become

more involved wholeheartedly in the doctrine that was hard to swallew [flirty-fishing}.
Consider the following turning points, that | can remember, and see how easy it is to spot the
pattern = in fact, | remember leadership even relying on these "crises" to keep morale high.

rN_o-valllb.r. 1971 - Homegoing Letter

Spring, 1972 - Escape letter: International office and leadership moved to Europe
All disciples urged to leave America.

November, 1972 - 802 South" - directed disciples South; also many spiritually oriented
letters: The Kingdom, Temple Time, Spirit Tree, Prophecy Against Enemies

Spring, 1973 - Litnessing Revolulion (witnessing with literature, learning tv .:k for
money, rather than just witnescing.)

November, 1973 - Kohoutek (threat of Comet destroying America; leave U.S.)

Spring, 197a - Flirty Little Fishy

November, 1978

Spring, 1975 ~ Shake-up (Puerto Rico; leadership revolution)

November, 1975 - Complete leadership revolution. By now KQC's (Kirn's-Queen's leadcrship
assistants appointed - about 6 throught the world, by region)

Spring, 1976 - Flirty fishing letters, enmasse, Arthur letters.

November, 1976 - FFing

Spring, 1977 - More lasdership changes

Navember, 1977 - Green Shirt (always be completuly honest, but mainly when it applied to
talking about peopi¢ and what they had done right er wrungl, FF quutas
established, Visiting Servants in effect and no other Lig leaders except
Berg and his letters.

Spring, 1978 - 3 Day Fast and prayer for Berg who was supposediy dying.

November, 1979 - Secund Homegoing to detract from suspicions as a result of JONESTCWN!!

Since | left in June, 1978, I'm not sure of what measures Berg has used since. As yuu
can see, he doasn't have 1o be very uriginel 1o keep members in captivily. As yuu krnow
from the past newsietlers, howevar, Berg's latest mocale booster wes the annuuncement
of the 8-10 musicians who returred to the group as prodiyel sons lest May.

By the time you receive this newsletter, COC membara are prubably sircaly inpiementing
the newest “innovation”. What Det’.: way to continue to shove aside feclings of sttechmunt
to their real families?
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What happens in the COG when these pronouncements are made? . First of all the pressure
starts building in all areas about a month before so that MO's newest lssue is seen as a
revelatory solution. People in the cult are consciously aware of the pressure building and
even speculate on what or when new revelations will arrive in their mail box In the form
of new MO letters. They interpret the pressure as a spiritual battle MO is going through
in order to fight the devil and get Cod's latest revelations,

So as we go about our busy holiday schedules and activities, let's keep in mind what
pressures cult members are under now and kcep them in our thoughts and prayers. Even
though | am out of COC 3} years and, In many respects, distant from that experience,

I'll never forget their suffering and tension and the haunting lonliness, thinly disguised
as "happiness". Rather than relax our effurts of educating the public now, this season

is crucial as many vulnerable and idealistic new recruits are "pied pipered" into the group.

Suggestions <———

1. Write that overdue letter to a congressman.

Write that overdue testimony of your experiences in the cult and why you left and
what you learned from it.

3. Write down any helpful hints you've discovered in your re-entry process that may help
another ex-cull member just exiting a cult.

8. Write down your reflections on your personal spiritual search/growth since being FREE
of the cult.

S. Write Elizabeth Dole (wife of Sen. Dole-Kansas who organized the Dole cult hearings
February, 1979) about your experiences in the cuilt, and coming out. Her address:
Elizabeth Dole, Assistant to the President for Public Liaison, White House, Washington
D.C. 20500.

We need to continue sharing these alternatives we have struggled to achieve whether they
are small or big breakthroughs for us personally. It could be just the insight that helps
another though a tough spot.

Enclosed with this newsletter is a copy of Cary Scharff's taped presentation given In
Tampa, in October, 1981, entitled CONVERSION VS. COERCION. I'm recommending this
presentation as a very valuable tool to help our spiritual representatives (priests, rabbies,
ministers, etc.) and families/friends to understand the process we went through, so they
will not mistake it for a real conversion. |f you are reading this newsletter reprinted in
another CFF-IS newsletter, and did not get a copy of Cary's paper, just send a stamped
self-addressed business envelope, and | will send you a copy.

Thanks for the several offers to transcribe other tapes from the Tampa presentations.
Hopefully, transcripts will be coming with future newsletters.

Thanks also for your many heartwarming and encouraging letters of support, Information
and inspiration. Stored within us all are the pieces to a big puzzle, and when we share
those insights and information, it gives us all a clearer perspective of the whole picture.
An example is a letter sent to me this week concerning COGC activities in the very city
(foreign) where another family is planning to visit their children in COC. This timely

It has only been a year since this newsletter began with a mailing list of approximately

30 people. Through word of mouth, and the help of other CFF-IS newsletters re-printing
it, | now send it to over 120, and it stll gets re-printed in other newsletters, boosting
Its circulation to many hundreds more. Besides increasing circulation, it has been a
useful tool in making many international contacts (private, governmental, public, etc.)
who are also concerned about the effects of cults.

~
meormauon may make a real difference in someone's eventual freedom from the cult.

So it has been a busy but productive year and much was accomplished, most probably
immeasurable at present. Perhaps it seems only a drop in the bucket compared 1o the
Immensity of the cult problem, but nevertheless, a_drop that wasn't there last year!'!
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Audrey s Experience

Wlth Children Of God

(L. TOR |

.H" oty e -
By DEBBIE WEBER
Tribune Staff Writer

" BROOKSVILLE — Mrs. Wil-

 liam Winter picked up the ringing -
telephone’ in her Brooksville resi-: -
; dence ‘to hear her' 22-year-old .

. daughter say, “I'm gone." ;

And for three months the young *

" woman was gone. To her family.
To previous rcspnnﬂhlhues To
 -hersell, CAHE

"?_.

Audrey, who said shc knows
., what it is to be a mindless-robot,
i has now returned from the Chil-
., dren of God (COG) sect she left to
join. The methods of mind control
. she feels the cult utilized on her
" have been reversed by pamstakmg
reasoning, .

THE S'I‘OR\' she ‘tells is as-

‘tounding. yet not so extraordinary

~ at a time when an estimated three

t‘million persons are members of
;Buch culls

Tall, at!racl.tse Audrey was a
®.danee ‘major at the University of
..South Florida last fall when she
" received a call from' Bernie Stan-
w.kiewiez, a friend Irom her high
school yearsin Miami

‘reeemly returned from four years

ir a Switzerland Children of God
Feult. Audrey said she found out too

late that he was working as a paid

recruiter for the organization ;

renew their acquaintance. Two
hours after he arrived at her
apartment that Friday night, she
decided to forsake ker famuly, her
respunsibilities. ber matenal
possessions and follow him.

e ‘Right into the hands of the Chil-
dren of God.

‘©] JUST REMEMBER looking

. into his eyes. I couldn't take my
.. eyes off of them. When I tried, he
would slip-a comment into the con-

versation about how difficult it is
for 'some people to look into an-
other's. eyes." Already the mind
control was being used, she sajd. -
.The " conversation was filled
with negative comments about so-

were different. There was hope in
the Children of God, he said.

- Audrey, then in the process of a
traumatic divorce, feels Lthat at an-
other time in her life she might not
have been 50 vulnerable. S0 recep-
lwe ' =l

But then, she has seen flrst-
hand people (rom all walks of life,
from all states of emotion who

. have been *‘suckedin" to COG.

Stankiewicz, 20, lold her he had .

BEFORE THE TWO headed to
the Miami colony, one of two COG

locations in Florida, they filled Au-
drey's small foreign car with her

new stereo, a sewing machine, an:

extensive album collection,

various' small kitchen appliances;’
-asetof cr}'s_tal glasses and'clolhu.r '

. Upon her entry into the cult she
signed the possessions over to
COG. The items were assessed and
besides the few clothes she was
allowed to keep, she never saw
them again.

.. *In her sudden departure. Au.

He asked simply to visit her".;"

Grand Prix Way apartment ‘to

lease, a partnership with her
mother as an instructor of dance at
a Brooksville studio and her stu-
dent status at USF.

It was of little concern to her,
since she had been assured by per
friend those things were of.the
world and COG*members did not

drey left behind an apartment with:
11 months remaining on a one-year’

concern’ themselves with such iri-.
vialities. "It will all be taken care
of," he told her. ;

' AUDREY, IN RETROSPECT, -
realizes. that at that point she had
already slipped oul: of her' con-
scious mind .into a sort of trance

under which she operated .for lhe b

.next several months.
ciety. But the young man assured -
Audrey that in ““the family’ things

—

Several days later, the two vi-
sited the Miami colony. While one
of the colony lcaders talked with
Stankiewicz, another dealt with :
Audrey. S

- —

‘She was told she would have to ‘

' condescend to cleaning toilets and |

" might have to die for."'the cause." ",

But she was simultaneously "as-u

 sured that if she succeeded in the .

organization, she would be pum- ,
bercd among God': chosen few.

The black plcture Ppainted- lhal
night was in.sharp contrast to
Stankiewicz's rosy description of
life in the organizdtion. By then; .

S Mla a

" however, . Audrey . was determined .

she would makeit. jici, 3, (..
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Children Of God

| AUDREY WAS'INSTRUCTED™
-to return the’ following morning ’
with her possessions to the Miami *
residence. There . her indoctrina- -

tion began lmmedlalely

During her’ wak:ng hours the
; month she spent in the Miami co-
lony and the two months spent in
~the Jacksonville colony, ,Audrey
~ was never left alone for more lhan A
al‘ewmoments I ) ?
*In the: Miami colony, . Audrey
" was accepted as a member. of “a'l
family of 12 that included two mar- :
ried cuuplcs. a M4-year-ld girl, and !
-about six single voung men. Dur,,‘,
~ing her.stay there several other’
YV members joined and dropped out,
-unable Lo take the pressures. =~ .
The burder colony is considered

pue of the must important in the
Southeast, due to its proximity to
potential ‘flight from the Umted
States, said Audrey. '

DAYS TIHERE BEGAN with
“quiet time', two hours cach
morning devoted to study of select-
ed scriptures, usually taken out of
conteal and explaired to° the
“babe™ by “elders™ of the group.

The Bible was used as the basis
for the teaching that parents are of ®
the Devil, and to follow God, onc
must commit all his possessipns to
COG.

ﬁiuu. an essential part of the
Jistty: stud y were “MO-lelters,”
rﬂten a self-proclaimed
het l uufoundef und leadcr -

S Bclleved by COG memberl )
“He a' continuation of the Bible for
‘Jod's chosen [ew," there are
ore than 350 letters in print, desl-
.ing: with a vast expanse of topics,
%clndmg .sex, politics, famous in-
#dividuals, the cylt'’s methods. of

mendr and mmpulauon of

,“.‘!‘Jmﬂ. Sy 1 e

3
'

i mal AR

~"MOSES DAVID, an alias of

" Dawld" Brandt Berg.. 57, the.cult

leader, accounts for the namc oI
the obacenny-med Iiuntm

. Sayl Audrey. anly the top lud~
1 'ers of COG know the whereabouts.
“of Berg. Formerly of the United
. $)ates, he has reportedly lived in
v veral foreign countries.
- Questions about Berg are
squelched within the colonies with
. the response that knowing where
he is located would pravoke wor-
+hbip of the leader, rather than God.
" Fallowing quiet time and brief
chores around the house in whjch
they stayed, the “‘sheep” received
their daily assignments from their
. “shepherds.” a married couple.
'Then they hitchhiked to their
, “litnessing'" destination, [requent.
'ly soliciting funds from those with

4 ¥Rqm they rode.,

LITNESSING, THE distribulion
of COG literature in return for pro-
‘ceeds, constituted most of their life -
‘six days a week. Sundays they

-were allowed o pursue entertain.
“ment with & small allotment from
.their week's proceeds.

‘Wherever she went as a COG
;member, Audrey concentrated on
exuding happiness. "‘Become all
things to all men™ was constantly
drilled into her, and she had no
qualms about confronting anyone
on any level.

If a person was into drugs, Au-
drey would tell them she was on a
high that could not be reached with
drugs. Devoutly religious people
might be approached with a pitch
of how great “religion™ could real-
ly be.

“1 was always elated. I felt like
I was walking on a cloud as long as
[ kept in touch with key stimuli —
prayer and MO-letters.” The way
in which she pursued both kept her
psyched into a subconscious state,
she said.
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their entire lifcstyle was the mo-
tivation. The love they were gen-
erating 10 the people on the streets
had one purpose. Make money.
Now she believes the money she
earngA for the cult, went not to aid
, impoverished countries as she
' was led o believe. but into the
' honds of Moses David.
" Considered a “shiner” in-the
twe colonies, Audrey on an
- average day in Miami earned $15
for. 75 pieces of literature. Later in
Jacksonville, proceeds from her ef-
lorts jumped to an average of $30
tmoo pieces of literature per day.
Berg, In an ‘MO-letter wrilten
“last year, boasted of the distribu-
tiews of more than one million

pieces of literature per weeh by his

tollowers.
*'* DFTEN PERSONS fell for othes
“ tactics of Audrey arid her fellow

~foitowers. Several days a week

breakfasts and suppers were “pro-
m "

" The young adults would select a

,(md establishment at a mealtime

and relate to the management the

lives of self-denial they had elected

o' lead, so that the starving
masses overseas could have the
proceeds from their work.

Key words in the provisioning
efforts were *“missionary,”™
“youth" and *'Christian,” Audrey
said. Most of the time the ap-
proach worked and COG membgrs

sie their meals at the expense of
* “What repulses me,” said Au-

drey, "is that when | was saying

these words, 1 believed them with
my heart and soul.”

AT THE END of the days —
litnessing and provisioning com-
piete — colony members returned!
home to fill out extensive reports.
Nightly each member has to speci-
fy how much individual litnessing
and study of MO-letters had been
done, the number of persons and
“Holy Ghosts™ they had converted
. lo their way of thinking and the

_Mmoney they had collected.

“AUDREY FEELS the fallacy of

Nights wercrcoccu pied with
lengthy prayer meetings, during
which members of the *“flock"
were in competition with each
other to determine who was closest
to God.

Members were allowed to share
reports of the day's victories dur-
ing testimonial time preceding the
actual prayer. Unfortunate in-
cidents were not discussed, due to
a pervasive [celing that anything
bad should be kept to onesell or
taken to the Lord. Burdens were
not to be shared.

AT THE END of the prayers
that concentrated largely on re-
quests to Jesus, Audrey opened her
cyes to a world of which she felt
she was not a part. *'1 always felt
like 1 was outside myself and not
really there," she explained.

The “‘sheep' were then allowed
30 minutes of free time before the
11 p.m. lights out. During that
time, there were showers to be
taken and letters to be written to
“Kings and Queens," prospective
financial supporters and wayward
members of the outside world. And
there were always extra MQ:letters
19 be studied. E——

Some of the members. wees..
forced to go for days without baths
due to the rigid scheduling. But to
complain would have been tnnald-
ered a sign of impeity. '

Only the shepherd and’ shep:
herdess were allowed to remain
up alter the bedtime curfew. Thelr -

'time was spent planning litnessing }

assigaments for the next day and
discussing the operation of the co-,;
lony on the meager 16 per cent ot...
the members’ eamings they were ©
allowed to retain within the colony.

SATURDAY NIGHTS, the colo- .

nies staged parties lo attract new.
members and donors. Music, lighta

- refreshments and lotz drinks were -
providcd A

About an hour into the' party,’
the “flock™ began presenting, l.\ahl-_
hearted skits. Gradually the
drama would tum to heavier sub; .
jects.

The final skit usually dealt with.
a teen-age boy unable to find hap- *

piness through drugs. money,
church or any other means exeept.:.
the Children of God. Interested
persons would usually remain to
talk to COG members, sometimes -
deciding they too, wanted to find
happiness through the sect. -

To Audrey's knowledge, drugs
were not used in the two colonies. -

Pre-marital sex was prohibited,
a rule she feels was adhered to at’
the two colonies. A 1974 report by
Louis J. Lefkowitz, attorney gener-
al of New York state, however, de-
tails instances of rape reported
within the COG organization.

DISCIPLINARY PROBLEMS
were rare in the Florida colonies,

.Audrey said. When they arose,

they were handled discretely by
the leaders.

Self expression was denied,
unless it was intended to fortily me
cult in some way.

Audrey was suddenly trans-’ '

ferred to the Jacksonville colony
soon after a visit by her brother,
Bob, to the Miami colony.

Though her lifestyle in the sec-
ond colony was much the same,
she was afforded more privacy
and accommodations bordering on
luxury when the regional leader
stationed there gave up his room
for her use. o

- \}d:_T'F‘\\)LKI‘)_
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,; " IHB JACKSONVILLE FLOCK
was comprised of several married
‘couples, about six single men and

i Audrey. As in the Miami colony, '

lhe was struck with the high level

i of intelligence of most: of I.h.o:

J members.
i ' Audrey was led to believe
through innuendos that she was
4 being groomed for marriage to the
- regional leader, “"Obed.” For the
-new convert who looked to a life as
~a COG member, the thought was
appealing. Marrying a regional
leader ‘implied less litnessing re-
sponsibilities and greater status,
Already the *“babe' of the

Agroup was: tiring in her strenuous-

,round of daily activities, The regi-
'mentation, the patterned exis-
 tance, dashing from car to car at
buay intersections to sell literature
‘wastaking itstoll.

Rejections by pedestrians and
motorists of Audrey's efforts to
!change the world only served to re-
inforce the COG thinking that *the
world is a pit."

AUDREY COMPLAINED little,
though, and sincerely tried to sac-
rifice her doubts for the sake of
COG. The apparent strength she
had gained and her willingness to
accept without question are ironi
cally largely responsible for her
freedom [rom the cult.

Coupled with indications from
¢ her parents — considered potential
'donors by the colony — that they
Lmight ecome around to COG values,
..lhe factors were the reason she
*was allowed to visit her parents
" last: Chmunu. unaccompanied by

ranelder,
v Except for her return with a
*COC elder to Brooksville one
! Novemben afternoon to finalize her
divorce, it would be her first trip
hame.

Letters from her parents con-
cealed the plot they were laying to
assure her return to reality. Tele-
phone conversations between the
parents and daughter were kept

light,

ARMED WITH A number of
MO-letters and othr COG litera-
ture, and fortified by the influecnce
of other colony members, Audrey
returned to Brooksville last Christ.
mas alternoon.

The family celebrated a low-
keyed Christmas.

The following day, Dr. and Mrs.
Winter and Audrey traveled to
nearby New Port Richey to shop.
Unknown to the daughter, the trip

. was used as a decoy in an intricate

plan that might have dictated her
sudden departure lo a northern
city.

Encouraged by Dr. Winter, buth
mother and daughter curiously
purchased heavy winter coats that
warm Florida afternoon.

Returning {.um New Port Rich-
ey, the family arrived within min-
utes of Audrey's brother, Bob, who
had just returncd (rom the Tampa |
International Airport with a black,
middle-aged man.

AUDREY STEPPED f[rom the
car, assuming the man must be a
friend of her parents. He had only
to give Audrey a revolutionary
handshake used in the cult, and
mention the COG yoke she was
wearing as a necklace before she
realized his identity. -

There standing before her was
Ted Patrick, the one she had been
taught as a COG member to fear
the most. Devil in the [lesh . . .
Black Satan . .. Black Lightning.
The thoughts tore through her
mind.

"I literally thought 1 was going
to die. 1 could not belicve my
parents had done this to me," said
Audrey.

She resisted the temptation to
run, knowing that she would be
restrained by her father, brother
or Patrick.

Instead she fled to a bedroom in
the residence and began to pray
she would not be harmed, that her
COG influence would not be de-
stroyed. It was dillicult to disre-

gard the tales about Patrick she
had heard in the cult.




CONFUSION WAS the matter
of the moment as her mother
began._crying hysterically, her fa-
ther calmly told her he felt Pa-
trick's visit was God's will, and
her brother attempted to reason
her out of her fear. <

Audrey ' finally submitted to
their pleas and was soon seated in
the family den. There, surrounded
by her family, she hstencd for four
hours as Patrick unraveled some
of the mysteries about the con-
troversial cult.

She had no appropriate re-
sponses for his probing questions
about their lifestyle. Scripture
verses were seen in a completely
different light when she was re-
quested to read them in context.

Patrick played tape recordings
about purpose in life and revealed
significant information about
Berg's life. Audrey listencd.

DAZED BY THE entire situa-
tion, Audrey felt at one time her
mind was incapable of formulating
thoughts. Then slowly objects
around her bepan to solidifly.

*For the first time it was dif-
ferent than the stoned, high feeling
1 had for three months. I just re-
member things began to appear as
they used to be.

“I realized 1 didn't have ta live
my life as 1 had been. 1 was diaulu-
sioned and struck by the ak_urdity

oht all.”

' Sansurne that evening, Audrey ;
mgned a statement that she had |
been psychologically attracted by .

COG, that: her [ree will was im-

paired and requesting that if at
any ' future time she is “kid.
napped"’ psychologically or physi-

cally by a sect or cult, she be phy- .

sically removed [rom it.

AUDREY SLEPT between her
parents, with Patrick stationed at

‘the [ront door to prevent her es-
cape that night. The precaution is
standard procedure for Lhe sea-

- soned deprogramer. '

The next day, the Winters drove
Patrick to the Tampa International
Airport where he embarked again
on his continuous cycle oI "depra-
graming.”

Within several hours of his de-
parture, 20-year-old Julie Kimes, a
deprogramed former COG -
member, flew in to stay with the
family overnight. She and Audrey
then left for the Kimes® Piltsburgh
home, where under the influence of
one who had been through a simi-
lar experience. Audrey simply
learned to live again.

“We just did the normal things
persons our age do. It was so nice
to be able to choose which clothes
to wear and how to spend my
days," she said. -

ALSO A VITAL part of her re-
h«bilitation was socialization with
her pecr group. For one who had
not been allowed Lo show emotion
fur three months, the er.pertcnces
were as new, :

Audrey has since given a greal.
deal of thought and research to the

- subject of religious cults.

Based on her experience, she
belicves they are an extension of
communistic reasoning. “1 firmly
believe 1 lived communism for
three months," she said.

She is convinced the youth en-
trapped by the cults are caring in-
dividuals, ¢concerned about society
and the world. "I just wish I could
do something about those kids that
are still in it, and don't even real-
ize what is going on," she said.

BACK IN BROOKSVILLE now
and teaching part-time in her
muther's dance studio, she is con-
templating her future. She intends
to return to college eventually, but
first plans to assist Patrick in his
rehabilitation efforts, perhaps
dealing with someone like herself
who has been gone for a while.

I want to understand it. I want
to fight it. That is the best cause |
can think of," sha said. oA




- EX-COG/FQL UPDATE MAY 9, 1983

David Berg came out witn new letters recently, documenting (in lengtny
detail - of course) his "Confession of an Alcoholic", and his physical
aiiment of the last four years or so, of a growth on his esophagus wnich
causes him to choke easily and not be able to swallow chunky food. BHe
credits this aftliction to "not swallowing God's heavy meat, by giving it
out in the form of MO letters®. 1n other words, he has not been giving
these serious warnings ana revelations from God, ana God has been on his
case with the affliction as a result. So once he decided to go ahead and
give some of these 7'strong meat® revelations, of course, he started feelang
better and has less trouble eating, choking, etc.

It's fairly simple to see his logic - he almost says it in so many words in
the letter. The members wouldn't want him to choke and die, ‘now would
they?! So therefore, they are going to have to steel themselves for some
pretty strong revelations. What a transparent set-upl And what follows
next but RED TERROR, a letter whach I have not seen yet, but have heard
from other sources, is a warning that the D.S. and Russian are going to be
destroyed soon by nuclear holocaust ana all COG/FOL members (they now call
themselves "independent missionaries®, or "The Group", or "Music With
Meaning®, or nothing at all, but completely disavow any connection with the
COG as a group) should vacate the U.S. within three months (I estimate
betore the ena of July or earlier). It's easy to see this kina of panic
hysteria psychology that he is using as he did with "The Great Escape® in
the summer of '72 ana with "Kohoutek®" December-January, 1973-74 - now that
we are out] Those particular proclamations brought back a lot of walk-out
people who had never figured out they were under mina-control, ana were
easily keyed back in by resuming the reading of the MO letters.

There are several hunared members along the West Coast, abour 200 in
Vancouver area, lots in Miami, and of course, Texas has seen many come
through the Mexican borders. Escort service work is now their main form of
income, because it is so lucrative, and faster than selling MO letters
wnich is getting more difficult, anyway. In fact, one COG/FOL woman was
recently arrested in Miami for prostitution, but that hardly seems to caunt
them anymore - she just moved on, to another city.

The court case in Vancouver-Victoria B.C. involving several children
eeparated from their parents after they talked about the sexual
activitieees they are involved in, has come to a compromise agreement. It
has been determined that there is some risk to the children, and therefore,
the parents have had to agree to a 6 month re-parenting course, atter which
there will be a re-assessment in court. Their passports have been
rescinded until then, ana it wi!l be interesting to see how they react when
they read "Red Terror®™, even though they claim not to be members anymore.
I1f they really weren't members anymore, why are they practicing the MO
letters including the explicit sexual practices?

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

July 1-4 (Priday-Monoay) - Clevelana, Ohio. All former members invited to
join us for a weekend get-together - very informal - in/around Cleveland.
So far, people are planning to come from as far away as Minnesota,
Michican, Maryland, Montreal, u1exas, etc. Bring your children. Camping
out, but indoor facilities wili be avaiiable, Por more information,
contact Judd and Marsha McKendry (ex-COG/POL), P.O, Box 694, North Olmsted,
OB 44070. (Don't put ex-COG on the envelope, please), or Katny Hansen,
P.O0. Box BB22, Minneapolis, MN 55408.
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Taxi! Hailing the drama
of alifetime

PHILLIP ADAMS

AS WELI. AS Egyptlan Mummy
cases, hate mail and book match-
€3, | collect taxi drivers. After a
few minutes in the killing jar of
memory, they are ready (o be
pinned for display with out-
streiched arms. The most extra-
ordinary people drive cabs; among
my rarer specimens, a university
rofessor in Prague sacked by the
inists . .. a massive KGB goon
filling In the front séats of a tourist
taxi in Moscow . . . a kamikaze
ptlot hurtling. through red lights
and back alleys of Tokyo .. .an old
guy in New York brandishing what
be claimed to be 8 bloodstained
spanner . . . and, iast week, the
tormented glant who drove me
down the coast to Mascot.

In Australia, as elsewhere, the
most exotic species come out at
aight. It Is then you find yourself
being driven by drugcrazed rat-
bags or by some sullen brute who
refuses to turn down the Gregorian
Chant of his radio despaicher . . .
or an Impassioned Palestinian
with his story of dispossession in
Jerusalem, raging against the Is-
raelis on the Tullamarine freeway.

Given the local habit of sitting ﬂ'l
the front seat with the driver (poli-
ticlans do the same in their Com-
monweaith cars so as to advertise
their commitment te democracy)
a tad trip imposes a strange lnti-
macy, particularly at night, and
most men want to tell their s{ories.

Last week an emergency had
me driving down the ceast of New

South Wales to Sydney lo catch a .

last flight to Melbourne. And the
young man at the wheel, the whole
6 f. 5 in. of him, never stopped
talking. It was a remarkable per-
formance from someone whose
marriage had Just broksn up "be-
cause | couldn’t camwhumicate with
my wife.

~ "1 was aboul 20 when | arrived
in Sydney from the bush. I remem-
ber wandering around feeling so
bloody lonely. After a week or so |
was gefting desperale when a
couple of people walked up to me
in the street, all smiles. They were
Very nice and sympathetic, and
they took me tc a flat in Newtown
where there were more of them.
They put their arms around me,
sald they loved me and that | was
welcome Lo stay.

“And 1 did. for a couple of years.
They were the Children of God,
followers of Moses David. Thirty
of us living in a one-roomed flat at

' Newtown, Six people sleeping in

the front hall, a few in the bath-
room, a couple in the kitchen and
ahout 20 on mattresses on the floor
and bunks against the walls,
“Because I'd just joined, | was

‘called a Babe (a 6 ft. 5 In. Babe!)

and the couple who ran the place
were called Shepherds. Occasion-
ally we would be visited by a
bishop for the region, or an arch-
bishop would come down from
South-East Asta. We lived in that
plig sty and sent all our money back
to Moses David In America. We
thought the money was being usad
to spread the word of God.

“Moses David used 1o be calied
David Brand Berg. [ think it comes
from Brandenberg. Anyway, his
parents were Jews and he became
a Christian pastor. But he said he
was too radical for the Christian
church, so he started a church of
his own. About that time there was
a comet — he sald It was a sign.
Anyway, he became very aantli-
samitic and sald that the Jews
were not the chosen peopie at ail.
We were the chasen people, the
Chitdren of God.

“It was the Cogs, that's what we
called ourseives, who would go
Iinto the wilderness wben Moses
told us to. Who would go up Into
Heaven. The Jews were the Anti-
christ who would destroy all the
‘Bibtes, s0 we bad to memorise a lot
of things. Not only things from the
Bible but Moquotes. They're the
various things he said.

“He started out with Jtm Jones
In San Franeisco. The two of them
were close friends. But they went
their different ways, Moses David
saying that he was the End-ime

- prophel that's talked about in the

Book of David and in Revelations,
He belleved that America was the
Whore that had to be destroyed by
nuclear weapoas, and that Gadaffi
was God's instrument. He was very
thick with Gadaffi for a while. Al-
though later on he prophesised
that Gadaffi would also become
the Antichrist. [ never really un-
derstood all that.

"l was very innocent (hen.
There was a lot of sex going on but
| didn’t realise it. Anyway, | was a

bil busy brainwashing myself. Be-
cause that's what you do, you
brainwash yourself. | was memor-
ising all my Moquotes and stuff.
Even when you went down the
dunny someone would be talking
to you about Moses David under
the door. It was relentless. And you
weren't allowed to listen to Lhe
radio, television or read anything
else. So all you knew was what the,
Cogs belleved. And everyone was
so sincere. They really belleved
they were doing God's work.

"{t’ was strange though, how
mixed up you became. On the one
hand, you felt special because you
belonged to the chosen people. On
the other, you feit less than dirt,
because they were always putting,
you down. If you wanted to ques-
tlon something or argue about a
belief, you were told not to think
for yourself and just to memorise
things.

“And I never got promoted be-
cause [ didn’t have the gift of the
gab. The people who could talk a
lot and smile a lot became Shep-
herds, not me. That's why [ left for
the first time and went lo
Queensiand.

“Ma, they didn't atlempt to stop
me. It wasn't like some of the cults
where you are threatened. If you
left you just became Satan, and
were described as -lerrible and
evil. Personally | couldn't under-
stand — how somevne you had
loved became a monster as soon as
they left the group. Anyway, [ did
leave for a while and look my ordi-
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nary name again. Didn't I tell you?
We all had names from the Bible.
Mine was Zacharia.

“But [ couldn't make it out in the
world so after a while [ drifted
back. And they took me back to the
commune and [ lay on the pillows
with some of the girls and we
screwed each other. | now began
to realise how much sex was used

by Cogs. Do you know about the'

Hookers for Christ? Moses had the
girls organised in brothels and
they'd screw wealthy business-
men, try to get them emotionally
involved. They would play them
songs on the guitar. No, they didn't
want them to join. But they wanted
themn to be Mnancial supporters, It
was the major source of Income
for Cog. ;

*1t was about then that I met my
wife, Joan. She was from Los Ange-
les and bad been thinking of joln-
|ag the group but she wasn't quite
sure. Anyway, she came to the
commune one night and we lay on
the floor together and screwed. We
were married a few weeks later
and then had the first of our Kkids.
Yeah, there are a lot of kids
around the commune who are
growing up as Children of God —
they have never known anything
else.

“One of my closest friends had
been a Cog since he was 14 and he
has got no hope of escaping, ol gel-
ting away. Where would he go?
What could he possibly do? Well,
you can imagine how it will be
with kids who are born into the
communes.

“Joan and [ were happy for a
while. But then we started hearing
about Moses David's wealth. When
I went back to the commune at

night I felt like a dog returning to’

Its vomit. And he was living in lux-
ury while we lived like pigs. It
didn't seem right. Jet planes and
mansions.

“Then something terrible hap-

pened with a close friend of ours
who was kicked out of the com-
mune, He gassed himself In his
car. Once again [ decided to leave
and talked Joan into coming with
me. [ got very sick with the tension

and anxiety. Because I find it hard

to express emotions I get all knot-
ted up inside and get terrible pains
in my guts. I've been in hospital a
lot having operations. Joan got a
job writing for a pornographic
magazine. She had always whnted
to be a Journalist. She reckans that
porn puts women down and she
was writing porn that didd't. At
least, that's what she belleved.

“The marriage got into terrible
trouble. | was sick a lot of the time
and then she had to have some
lumps taken from her breast. | was
terribly worried about her bul
didn’t know what to say. And be-
cause [ didn't say anything, she
thought that [ didn't care. When
she [inally left me a year ago, she
was full of hitterness. She said she
didn’t think [ loved her at all. Well,
I loved her very much, but didn’t
know what to say. |1 couldn't find
the words.

“It was different with the kids, |
could talk to them and do things
for them. When they were bables |
used to bath them and change
their nappies and all that. I'm wor-
ried about the children because |
only see them on Sundays. I've got
to find $60 a week for main-
lenance and there's very few Jobs
up here on the coast

“So | scrounge a bit of work by
mowing lawns and doing odd jobs
and driving the cab three nights a
weel. Bul it costs me $50 in petrol’
just to get down to see them. So I'm
falling further and further Into
debt which makes my guls ache all
the more. When the kids come up
to see me, it's terrible. They are so
desperate for affection that they
won'l let me go. If I climb Into the
shower they hang on to my legs.

“I'm completely out of Cog now.
Play the Irish drums in a bush
band. That's about the only relpxs
ation I get. When [ was with Chi{l-
dren of God 1 played In a bdad
called The Wild Wind, named aftér
the spirit that David Moses talkg to.”
My music is the only thing that re-
laxes me. When I'm feeling te(ine
and knotted up I'll go out and play-
the drums under the stars. And b€
band [ play with are marvellous
blokes, even if they don’t believe"
in God. I think I still belleve
God, but not the way Moses David
wanted me to. [f they don't belleve-
in God. what's that mat@r?
They're still good blokes. -

“More than anything in {hel
world I want to get back with Jgad:
and the kids. I'd get a fial with
separate bedrooms, just to be witir
them. But she still hates me.so:
much. Do you think [ could try sad
write to her about it? Tel ber how
I feel? | can never find the worsis.
when I am with ker, but peﬂupgsl
could write everything down. It
a year ago next week that she left
me. .

“I'm not sure [ could stand 1h
tension of Sydney. Just thinking
about it now Ig giving me paing
the guts. ['d be better off with a
of land. I've got a couple of angp
goats and if | could get a sma
biock 1'd plant a herb garden.

“Moses David? The last | heard
he was kicked nut of America. Liv-
Ing somewhere in the Mediterra-
nean. And he changed the name of
the orgamisation. It's not the Chll-
dren of God anymore. It's The
Family of Love.”




Religion

Tracking the Children of God

E ven in the contemporary profusion of
exotic religious cults, the Children
of God stand out as. well, exotic. Once
the most zealous of America's Jesus Peo-
ple, they used to disrupt other church ser-
vices and denounce public schools, cap-
italism and what they considered the
'System. About 3% years ago, inspired by
a .belief that the Comet Kohoutek her-
alded the destruction of America and the
onset of the End Times, they began clos-
ing most of their 100 “colonies” and drift-
Jed off 1o Europe.
|t"  Over the years they have evolved into
& brigade of international nomads, em-
bracing a new religion proclaimed in hun-
dreds of rambling “Mo Letters” from their
founder and prophet, “Moses David” (né
David Brandt Berg), 58. These -Mo Let-
ters have, among other things, encouraged
the female Children of God to become
“Happy Hookers for Jesus.”

" Mo ljvmgi.n secrecy, whereabouts un-
known, seen only by a handful of his apos-
tles. The mysteries of Mo have escalated
with the distribution of a document pur-
porting to be the latest Mo Letter and ti-
tled “God Bless You—And: Good-Bye!”
In the letter, Mo confesses that he has
been a “false prophet” who passed off his
own thoughts as divinely inspired and
“led you by your faith in Jesus into the
darkness of my mind.” The movement,
he announces, “has come to an end now
and forever.” Far from disbanding, how-
‘ever, the Children are arguing that the let-
teris a fraud.

Since Moses David refuses to be in-
_terviewed, it is hard to know for sure what
is going on within the organization. Last
week, however, TIME was given a tape-re-
corded message from “the real Moses
David" that called the resignation letter
“nothing but a completely fraudulent and
lying forgery, rather shabbily concocted
by some crackpot who is apparently par-
tially demented.” It only shows, the real
Moses David continued, “what slimy
stinking depths our enemies do not hes-
itate to slither to to try to stop us, in-
cluding criminal acts of kidnaping, invol-
untary incarceration, mental and physical
torture and even murder!”* Despite re-
semblances to earlier letters, Moses David
argues, rather convincingly, that details
of the language and format in the res-
ignation letter prove it to be a hoax.

* Unhappy e‘I.vu.rem.l of some of the Children of God
have form tions (0 combat the cult and
have called in h!lp from various professional
“deprogrammert.” The Children blame umpe:lﬁed
“enemics” for the death of at least one disciple,
whose nude body, with several internal organs
‘crushed, was found last year at a medieval fortress
In Belgium. Opponents suspect the sect itself, and po-
lice have never solved the case. Moses David's son
Paul died under similar cm:nrn:l.ancn in Switzer-

Will the real Moses please come down from the mountain?

The “real Mo"” tape was released by
Barbara Canevaro, 23, a.k.a. Queen Ra-
chel, who says she is the prophet's “of-
ficial representgtive” and “authorized to
speak for him in all matters.” She is
also the No. 2 leader and Berg's des-
ignated successor. A tall and glamorous
figure with waistlong chestnut hair, Queen
Rachel has been with the Children since
they bcgan in 1968. At one point she
-+ lived with a disciple
named Samson and
bore him a son when
she was 16 years old,
but denies claims by
defectors that she co-
habited with Moses
David for a couple
of years. In 1973
she married another
Mo disciple named
Emanuele Canevaro,
35, who also hap-
pened to be the Italian Duke of Zoagli
and Castelvari. The duke has welcomed
the Children to Poggiosecco, his fam-
ily's idyllic farm and wine-producing
estate near Florence. Police raided the
farm headquarters two years ago but
found no evidence of wrongdoing. In-
deed, neighbors in the nearby village of
Grassina described the Children to a
TIME correspondent as unfailingly well
behaved and polite.

. According to the mass-circulation
German magazine Stern, however, the es-
tate has a school where the Children train
good-looking disciples in the arts of se-
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duction. Such allegations are amply cor-
roborated by the Mo Letters, which ad-
vocale not only Mo's version of the
Playboy philosophy but the ancient prac-
tice of religious prostitution. In a 1974
epistle called “God's Love Slave!” for ex-
ample, Moses describes how he gave his
wife “Maria” to numerous men and then
questioned her afterward to enjoy a ‘'de-
tailed description” of the action.

Stern and Spain's Jnrerviu also report-
ed that Berg resided in the Canary Is-
lands until recently and appeared every
night at a bar in Puerto de la Cruz with a
harem of girls looking for pickups. The
Stern report said he fled to Libya earlier
this year, when an investigating judge
summoned him for questioning.

sked about all this, the Duchess Ca-

nevaro denied the magazines' reports
but said: “There is nothing wrong with a
sexy conversion. We believe sex is a hu-
man necessity, and in certain cases we
may go to bed with someone to show peo-
ple God’s love.” But “this is the excep-
tion rather than the rule,” she added. As
to the questlon of whether the Children
engage in $£X to raise money, the Duch-
ess stoutly denied it. “No one has ever
charged one penny for this and never
will,” she declared. (The Children sup-
port themselves by begging in the streets
and selling literature and records.)

So far Children of God leaders have
had no serious trouble with the law. And
if the elusive Mo's claims are to be be-
lieved, his sect is indeed prospering. He
claims to have 8,000 missionaries at work
in 80 countries and even to have made 2
million conversions. That is-"“the most ex-
plosive growth of a brand-new religious
movement in history,” says Mo. ™

Be “Happy Hookers Jor Jesus," the prophet told female followers.

land in 1973,
{

7 1
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MISS L’s escape from the Chil-
dren of God unmasked its activi-
ties in the territory, Icading to
the sect’s: flight to Macau. -

She first joined the sect in Octo-
ber last year after several encoun-

ters with a foreign couple whom she.

had met in the canteen of the
university a few months bhefore.

She was invited to a religious gather-
ing hosted by the couple the first time
they met, but she declined the invita-
tion as she was too busy.

She met the couple again in a religious
gathering shortly after she had graduated
and this' time she was impressed by their
faith.

She then decided to join their meetings
regularly in order to be heiped spiritually by
their dedication to religion.

She was later told that the gatherings

were held in different family units spread -

over dilferent parts of the territory. They
called it the Local Area Fellowship,

The rituals carried out in the fellowship
were similar to those in bona fide religious
institutions, she said, and that made her
believe in their faithfulness to the gospels.
Yet she was never told the name of the
church she was joining.

After some time, she was persuaded to
live with the holy families and dedicate her
time to the church's wark, including giving
out preaching pamphlets in the strcet and
transiating literature from English to
Chinese, to help extend the church to China.

A couple of members of the church then
stanted introducing her to the MO letters, the
bible of the sect written by thecir Father
David.

Life in the sect's families followed a fixed
routine, she said, including breakfast at
cight, prayers at ninc, housewnrk at noon,
and various religious indoctrination activities
in the cvenings,

Her (amily objected to her juining the
sect and moving out to live with the “holy
family”.

When the sect finally got her moved out
from her home pormanently, her (amily
persisted in its efforts to rescuc her.
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Her sister had found reccipts issued by
escort agencies and somc contraceptive de-
vices in the handhag of a female church

- fellow of Miss L and so they became more
suspicidus of the sect.

However, Miss L would not consider the
evidence shown by her sister, as her family
members had already heen labelled as devils
by the members of her fellowship.

The family of Miss L followed her 10 her
new home with the sect and reported the
casc to the police. But Miss L. was released
shortly after being arrested by the police.
Alter the incident. Miss L was moved by the
sect (rom the Mid-Levels flat ta Shatin.

In December, she was taken to a police
station by a member of the sect because her
family had reporicd her missing to the
police.

The case was laken over by a serious
crime anit and after giving a statement in the
Fohce station, the girl was taken home by

by her parents.

The police later scarched the sect’s dwell-
ings in the Mid-Levels, with the aid of
nﬁmnliun supplied by the victim: Startled
sect members hastily disposed of MO letters
and other documents,

Miss L's family invited Miss Chnistine
Howorth of the Council On Mind Abuse
frdm Canada to tell their daughter about the
horrible side of the religion she believed in,

Miss Howorth, who was once a member
of the sect. was able to point out the sect's
heresy and finally succecded in converting
the victim.

Miss L was lucky in that she was tno new
10 the sect to do fhrty-fishing, and she said
the job she was required to do for them was
to scll the pamphlcts,

Miss L later helped to rescuc other

members of the same sect. One of them was
John, a matriculation student living in
Cheungshawan.
~ Miss L rescued him indircctly by inform-
‘Ing his family about his relationship with the
sect. John's family then rang him up in the
sect's Shatin haven and asked him back for
an occasional dinner.
John was locked up by his f:lmll!_f when he
got home, and two “brothers™ of the sect
. who escorted him home made a fuss trying to
get him out. The row attractcd the atfention

of the police and the two sect members were

questioned - about the sect on the spot.
One of the sect members was a oun&
local designer who eventually extncale

_himself from the sect, and the other was an |
Australisn boy who had been with the sect
 for seven years. *

As the secrem of the sccl became known:
to the authorities, the gro S here, composcd
of several Iamllu:s stopped its activities and
prepared a massive retreat,

" ost of the members were sent (o coun- -
.tries in Southeast Asia. The designer was -

They were not allowed 10 bolt the bath-
room door when they were inside, he said.

The frequent running away from the
surveillance of the local authorities, and
another similar incident in Macau, made him
suspicious of the cult's legitimacy
. He was living with a.foreign. couple in
Macau, not' with Jonathan Berg’s family, The
family was dissolved after a search by the
Macau aurhoritics and the -members moved
oul to live in a hotel.

When he read a private note written b
his roommate, also his instructor on M

sent to the Macau base to take up a designing ~ letters, which stated “if you are not obedient

job there.

But he said one of the scct's familics,
living in Shatin, had not joined the gencral
exodus and was still in Hl ongkong. Fle xaid
the family was led by a woman called
Morning Star and had been missed out by the
police raids,

The designer arnvcd in Macau in January
this yecar but he defected three maonihs latzr
when he found that the sect was not offering

«him the spiritual satisfaction he sought.

He joined the tect in October lust year
after several enthusiastic attempis by a girl 1
invite him to the sect's gatherings.

He was attracted to the 'sect at [irst
because of its theory of not believing in the
church but believing in God.

Alfter he moved in to live with the scct’s

Shatin family; which was in fect composed of

three original families; he experienced the
routine daily chores of the (amily's lile.

The strict discipline upheld by the family
and the lack of privacy in the “home™ werc
two other reasons that druve him away. he
told The Standard. e

aids edls pal L

o orders, you arc no longer to stay in the
family”, he eventually decided to quit the
sect sentlly 3

It was the sect’s norm to rtake the
suggestions made by the top lcader as orders,
he said.

Alter he left the cult, he found himself
more enlightened about religion and more
optimistic about life than chmc he joined.

He said he had not come across the idea
of Rirty-fishing while living with the family,’

‘The only oceasion when he had talked about

sex in the family was in a private discussion

. with a |2-year-old boy who took sex casually.

"While he was with the family in Hong-
kong before the evacuation, he had followed
a parent of a family on recruitment missions
to the Chinese University of Hongkong.

The family head did nat identily himsell
as @ missionary 1o the studenis there but just
introduced himseIl as someone working in a
musical institute.

He sold music tapes to the students and
took down their telephone numbers for
further contact for religious gatherings.
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THE Children of God, a
notorious sect mingling re-
ligion with prostitution, is
infiltrating Hongkong

again after a temporary re- -

treat to nearby territories.
The evacuation was forced by the
‘Hongkong authoritics at the begin-

ning of this year, after complaints.

about the sect’s activities by the
familr of an escaped member — a
female undergraduate.

The police, tipped off by the de-
fected member, searched more than 10
apartments in Shatin and the Mid-
Levels. Foreign sect members, usccEt
those with U?( passpurts, were black-
listed as undegirables. .

They were ordered 1o leuve the ternitory
and moved to nearby countries, mousl guing
to Macau and some to Jupan of Southeast
Asia,

Macau, which has becnt the Fur Eustern
buse of the sect since 1981, is the present
refuge of most memben.

e sect moved from Hongkong because
of the exposure of its acuvities by a defected

come’

couple in the widely-publicised Don and.
Marie case.

[ts work in Hongkong has continued
since then, but the tuinted name of the sectis
no longer used. They operate as a group of
religious people without a specilic name to
continue their recruitment.

The family ot the sect headed by
Jonathan Berg, the son of the founder, lives
ar Hac 5a Beach in Coloape Island, Macau,
sources in the Portuguese coluny suid.

The core {amily compnses 1) adults and
10 children. All the adults are foreigners.,
while the children are Eurasians.

. The sect is kecping a low profile in
Macau, according Lo vne source,

[t was known thut about (00 10 150
Mucau residents knew the Berg (wmily bul
whether they were local recruits of the sect
wus not known. the source said. .

The family supports isell mainly by

* reuring «attle and running a-l:‘-minutc-dailz
. musical tEl’l.)g;ri;m':rm: on the radio, Althuug

the children’s choir, the Ho Funily Singers,
which uscd 'to be 4 major breadwinner of the
sect, still exists, 1t importance has heen
reduced with fewer public cuncerts held to
raise money.

The child singers cun nonetheless obtain
donations by singing at private partics. Pub-
lication of the sect's buoklets, which had
been another way of making money. has




ceused, F

The only time the Berg
family has showed up in pub-
lic in the Portuguese colony
was on the Festival of St John
the Bapust, last June.

The Macau government
and residents know of the
existence of the sect from
media reports. No action has
been taken against them as
the members have done no-
thing ugainst the law.

. However, the increasing
distribution of suspicious
Elost:rs and cassetles in

ongkong recently indicates |

that they have resumed
efforts 1o find converts in the
colony.

for Religious Sects is aware
of pusters advertising guitar-
laying lessons conducted by
oreigners.

These posters, put up in
busy ureas ol Wanchai and
Causeway Bay, have aiso
shown pictures of the instruc-
tors und members,

The foreign instructors
will hang around the poster

sites to sell casseties labelled.

It's the Music.

The musical tapes the
Chuldren of God gave 1o their
members had the same name
and the same lubels.

< only difference be-
iween Lhe recently distri-
buted tupes and the old vnes
is the omission of a corres-
pondence address.

It was stated on the cov-
ers ul the old casscttes that
mare information could be
obtained by wrniung to Miss
f;‘(.)- Box w326, Tsimshatsur

Mcanwhile, a new breed
of “musionaries” hus been
pfcachin{ outside the Uni-
versity ol Hongkong and the
Honykong Polytechnic re-
cently,

The Concern Group for
Religious Sects has noticed
the activities of the preachers

The local Concern Group |

and warned students facing:
the ordeal of examinations to

heware the sensational “gos-

pels”™ prenched by the sects.

Local membership of the
Children of God has in-
creased from 120 before eva-
cuation to 200 now, a former
member said, quoting data.
from a newsletter circulated
among the sect's members,

The defector; who is a
dcaiFncr and has stayed wath
the family for seven months,
joined the Berg family in
movipg to Macau during the
mass evacuation. He came
back to Hongkong two
months ago when he beccame
aware of the incredibility of
the sect's beliefs.

Also in the newsletter, he
said, was a picture of
Jonathan Berg, the son of the
founder of the sect, with
members in Shanghai.

It indicated that the sect
has infiltrated into the main-
land with Shanghai as the
main base. embershi
there had increased from 7
last November ta aver 200
now, according to the news-
letter.

Mrs Teresa Lam, the
coardinatar of Caritas Group
and Community Work Ser-
vices, said the rising [figure
indicated that the cult was
actively entering thc China
market. )

She said it was not diffi-
cuit 1o get into China now
under the mainiand’'s open
door policy.

The sect’s foreign mem-
bers could gain easy access to
people in the mainiand by
using the pretext of cultural
exchange. They could also
preach to youths there
through teaching them fore-
ign languages.

The bibles and booklets -

of the sect were sent to its
mainland disciples through
Chi busi

.In view of the increasing
influence of the sect in the
mainland, the local Concern
Group for Religious Sects
informally told visitors from
China here on a visit in
March about the sect's activi-
ties in Hongkong and Macau.

The wsiting groups had
not yet heard anything akout

the Children of God in the
mainland.

The sect did not always
appear as the Children of

od. It used diflerent
names, likc the Family of
Love or the Internationsl
Missionary Fund, to mask its
appeals for donations.

“It (the sect) is like a
chamelcon, changing its
name and colour to avoid *
being identified, which might
stop the flow of voluntary
donations.” said the Re-
verend Ferdinand Lok of the
Hongkong Centre Council of
Catholic Laity.

[t appeals mostly to
youn le who are in the
transition between adole-
scence and adulthood and-
have some sort of emotional’
or psychological problem.

he members will be:
asked (o -turn over aik their;
ions to the sect and '’

sell publications of the sect to;
cam money. :

Female members are en-
couraged to “flirty-fish”, that
is to use sex to recruit new
members and raise cash for
the movement.
~ This religious prostitution
has made the sect noforious.

A Korean female, Mary
d’'Angina, who escaped from
the sect with her husband
Don four ago, said
women members of the sect
had to go out with potential .
male recruits met through
escort agencies or picked up
in hotel bars.

The money made by

_sleeping with the recruits was

sent to Zurich to Father
David, the founder of the
sect

David Berg, known to the
sect members as Moses
David or MO, organised the
‘sect in 1968 in California. [t
branched out to other states
in the US, Eu . the Mid-
dle East, and in 1978 ex-
tended to Southeast Asia
with 12 members in Hong-
kong. :

Up to last year, the sect
had been established in 70
countries with some 10,000
members. It had set up 12
homes in Hongkong.

The bible of the sect is
letters written by Moses
David — the MO letters. .
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By C.K. LAU

There are mounting fears thut the Chil-
dren of God sect is uctive in China at 4 time
when Beijing s relaxing controls on religion.

There are fears too that the sect is stuging
a revival in Hongkony following the expulsion
of many of its members earlier this yeur.

Foreign members of the sect ure believed
to have entered the muinland as Enyglish
teachers and are recruiting youny Chinese
+ eager to mix with Westerners.

Local Christians cluim the sect — which
uses sex (0 guin converts — will present u
distorted picture of Christiunity to the Chi-

nese.

Father Ferdinand Lok, of the Cuncerned
Group for Religious Secty, said his vrganisu-
tion has Informativn that the sect i active in
some cities on the mainland.

A former Children of God adhercnt cluim-
ed the sect uttracted ubout 500 Chinese
youths to a meeting In Shunghai lust year.

A picture published in un issue of the
sect’s internul publicution purportedly showed
the eldest sun of David Moses, the sect's
founder, holding the service.

Although it was difficult to suy whether
the picture was genuine, the size uf the crowd
at the Shanghai service warranted concern, he
said.

Although there was no hard evidence to
point the finger at unyone, he said it wus
poasible some sect members were texching at
Chinese colleges or universities.

Ia March, the Roman Catholic Bishup of
Hongkong, the Most Rev Joha Baptist Wy,
visited China to forge closer ties with Chinese
churches.

Fr Lok said as far as he knew Bishop Wu
had not raised the question of the “love sect”
with Chinese religious leaders during his
visit.

The Concerned Group for Religious Sects
was formed by the Hongkung Council of
Catholic Luity, Hongkoayg Cathulic Youth
Council and the Caritas Group und Commuai-
ty Work Services and Fumily Services.

It secks to gather information on the
uctivities of bruinwushing religious cults und
1o help victims escape their control,

Fr Lok said there wos an indication that

Christians fear sex sect
seducing Chinese youth

Fr Lok — indication the Children of God
was staging a-revival in Hongkong,

Children of God was staging a revival in
Hongkong.

Cagysette tapes similar to thuse formerly
suld by the cult are being sold again un the
streets, he said.

Fr Lok said he suspected that a new group
of foreign members of the sect had come to
Hongkoay (o replace those expelled.

He warned the public that the sect’s usual
approach was to distribute painphlets, sell
cussettes and offer to tesch the yuitur ur give
English lessons.

The calt's women enguge in what is knowa
as “flirty-fishing™ — usiog sex (o recruit new
members und working as prostitutes to sup-
purt the sect.

The sect is known to use other names —
the Family of Love and Internutional Mis-
sivnary Fund — to avoid detection, he said.




F.A.I.R. (Family, Action, Information, Rescue) Information Sheet

Leader:
David Berg, also known as Moses Berg, Moses David, Mu and recently Father David.

Histor¥

Berg's parents were travelling evangelists in America. He frllowed in their foot-
steps, and claims to have received special revelations from the pruphets Ezekiel and
Jeremiah. He became disillusioned with instituticnalised religion and started work
among Hippies. Impressed by the Jesus Movement, he founded the ."Children of God' in
1968, and a year later the group became a structured orgenisation with a pseudo-
clerical hierarchy.

Giving the impression of a revivalist Evangelical youth group, they were welcomed
by many on arrival in Britain (1971). Opinions scon changed and the group dispersed
in 1973 but resurfaced 3 years later under the name 'Family of Love'. The present
trend 1s to leave Europe and the USA in favour of South America where Berg expects
shelter from a possible World War III.

Teachin

This includes occultist beliefs, such as astrology and spiritism. For example, Berg
claims to have received inspiration from a Gipsy king ‘Ibrahimﬂ and other departed
spirits. But the Bible (Authorised Version of King James /1611) only) is’the basis
of FOL teaching, with a special emphasis on the apocalyptic last days and the
imminent return of Christ. Only the 'Children of God' (in contrast to the 'Children
of Man') can escape the consequent destruction. 'Moses' Berg will lead them out of
the wilderness. The dnomed 'satanic system' including all Establishment institutions
(governments, churches, schools, mainstream medicine) must be avoided. MO-letters,
regular ciiculars written by Berg in biblical style, with numbered-.verses; are .. ..
placed on the same level (if not higher) as Scripture of which they-are-said to
offer true interpretation. MO-letters are graded for general public, leaders or
'members only'. Some of the latter contain instructions on the controversial practice
of 'Flirty Fishing' (gaining converts by sexual seductiun) and the role of group and
child sex within the movement.

Life Style: -8
In the early years members lived in 'colonies' of abuut 12 persuns under very strict

rules which governed every aspect of their lives. But the present trend is for small
family units with much greater freedom.

On entering the.movement, converts are given a new name, usually of biblical urigin.
They surrender all possessions including muney, and a prcportiovn of all 'earnings'
goes to Headquarters. They progress from 'Babes' tu fully committed members in a
very short time. The frequent change of 'Missiun flelds' creates a nomadic life
style and makes members hard tu trace. )

Though there are married couples in the movement, the emphasis 1s on 'shared sex'.
Members are encouraged to satisfy anybody's sexual needs as an expressiocn of love.
Because contraception is discouraged, the number of children born into the movement
is increased, and in view of the promisculty their parentage is not always easy tu
establish. There is a high incidence of venereal disease.

Main Actlivities:

Apart from caring for the homes and the entertainment of new contacts, much of a
member's day is taken up by reading and memurising Scripture passages and MO-letters.
But the main activity is 'litnessing' (derived from 'literature and witnessing').
This consists of selling FOL-leaflets, often in comic-strip form, and trying to
attract potential converts. Singing groups, often including young children, are used
to attract public sympathy, interest and donations.

Attractions:

As 1in other cults: the welcoming warmth of the group, lack uf responsibility and the
security of life within a framework of strict rules. Alsu the elite feeling of
Lelonging to the 'chosen few' with the particular task to perform of bringing abuut
the 'Kingdom'. No restrictions in sexual activities.

Dangers: 4

Estrangement from families, rejection of education and work training, exclusiveness,
1solation and indoctrination which may lead to extreme narrow-mindedness and total



loss of critical thought process. Sexual promiscuity leads to the possibility nf
contracting V.D. which may also affect children. Disdain for orthrdox medical treat-
ment helghtens this danger. The sexual freedom and the fact that children are
considered to belong to the mcvement discourages the forming of true family units
within the movement. There may be fear of leaving the movement, with traumatic
consequences.

Memkership:
Worldwide: estimated at. around §,000, in the U.K. perhaps 300? European strongholds
until recently: Spain and Italy.

Main Addresses:
Publishers of MO-letters and other literature:

World Services, P.F.241, 8021 Zurich, Switzerland

Address in U.K.: BM Box 7191, London WC1N 3XX
In other countries mainly 'Poste restante' and the name of a town.

Addresses of flats and houses in Britain are not worth publishing as
they may change at any time.
Main publications:

MO-letters

'"True Komix' /religious tracts in comic-strip form)

'Love is News' (reports with photographs on the activities of FOL
members. (various formats)

'Daily Mi$ht' (monthly readings from MO-letters)

'Free Sex' (explicit manual for members only)

M W.M. Tapes (Music with Meaning Show)
Recorded FOL singing groups, also spoken tapes

Further Information:

Children of God, Family of Love (John Moriconi 1980)
Booklet, 40pp price 30p, avallable from Christian bookshops.

Not for a Million Dollars (Una MacManus 1981)

Paperback, price £1.65, most Christian bookshops

(Description of cult life from personal experience)

They folluwed the Piper (Lee Hultquist 1977)

Available from Christian Literature Crusade

(Account by the mother of a FOL member)

Some general books on cults contain chapters on COG/FOL e.g.
The Challenge uf the Cults (Maurice C. Burrell 1981)
Intervarsity Press, Paperback £1.85, most Christian bookshops
The Cults are Coming (Lowell D. Streiker, 1978)

American publication by Abingdon, Nashville.
Avallable by order from general bookshops.

For more detailed information ask for FAIR book list or contact:

Deo Gloria Outreach
7, London Road
Bromley, Kent, BR1 1BY, Tel.: 01-464-9500

Or: Christian Literature Crusade
2, Cathedral Place, London E.C.4., Tel. 01-248-5528

We have made every effort to ensure that this information is correct. But we welcome
notification of change in any of the above in case of inaccuracies.

F.A.I.R.

BCM Fox 3535

P.0.Box 12

London,

WC1N 3XX March 1982




