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B Keys to Victory series

Victory Over Comparing, Part 2

By Maria

Dear Family,

ERE’Sthelast GN in thisserieswith yet

mor einteresting and insightful prophe-
cieson thetopicof comparing. | pray that these
Words from the Lord, as well as the personal
testimony included inthis GN, will be hel pful to
you.

Much love, Mama

Lose the Shades

2. (Jesusspeaking:) | seek totakeaway the
tinted glassesthr ough which you’ vebeen look-
ing at past situations and the people around
you. These glasses make everything seem dark
and full of despair; they makelifeseemlikeit’'s
biased against you, and make you feel like
you've gotten a raw deal. These glasses make
you feel sorry for yourself, and resentful of
others, because they seem to have been handed
anunfair advantage. When you' rewearing these
glasses, you can'tfind it inyour heart to forgive
peoplefor their blunders, their lack of communi-
cation, or for the way they may have offended
you. These glasses block out the problems and
burdens other people bear, and you only see
that others have things or opportunities or rela-
tionships that you wish you had. Then you be-
ginto question My planinyour life, or My love
for you, because you think you'd be happy if
you had all those things you covet in other
people'slives.

3. Thetruthis, theonly way you'll behappy
isif you get thoseglassesper manently removed.
Because eveniif you did have all those things—
an ideal-looking relationship, multitudes of job
and travel opportunities, adifferent personality
that’s more attractive, and so on—you would
continue to be unhappy and desire more, be-
cause not having these things is not what’s af-
fecting your happiness. It’'sthese glasses, which
represent the Enemy’sliesthat have taken hold
in your life and which you now believe as fact.
They represent deep-seated comparing that
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began long ago, and which the Enemy built upon,
brick by brick. You alwayswanted to be the best
at whatever you did, and when you weren't, you
chalked it up to disadvantages—whether in the
traitsyou inherited from your parents, whereyou
grew up, your star sign, restrictions when you
wereyoung, or alack of money.

4. Theseglasseshave prevented you from
receiving all the contentment and happiness
that I could give you. Then you look back on
different phasesof your life, and you seein retro-
spect that you had it quite good, and again you
look through those glasses with regret, wishing
you had a chance to do some things over.

5.1 loveyou somuch, and loveit that you've
given your lifetoMe, but now | want youtogive
Metheseglassesyou’reso attached toaswell.
It's taken some time to get to this point, be-
cause you had to see how your lifewas affected
by wearing them before | could convince you
they weren't doing you any good.

6. You' vefought negativethinking over the
year sand you’ vemade pr ogr ess, but the prob-
lem isthat those glasses have never been far
from you, and you're ever ready to put them
back on and analyze your life through this so-
called “redlistic” tint. You're quick to judge
whether you've been dealt a fair hand in any
situation, and you often come out thinking that
if you had only had better cards, you would
have been perfectly happy. The fact is, | deal
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everyone abalance of blessingsand challenges.
If you only received blessings, there would
never be any opportunity to grow, to experi-
ence sorrow or hardship and to learn to have
compassion and a broken heart for others.

7.1 want you tohavejoy in servingMe, and
| want you totrust Methat everything| send
your way isfor your good—that even if some-
thing looks like a stone, it's bread, simply be-
cause it came from My hand. Then you won’t
look on the things of othersand wish 1'd given
you blessings you see othersreceiving, because
you'll realize that | have every good thing in
My hand for you, and it’s but amatter of timing
in your life as to when you can receive those
blessings.

8. You don't want tohaveall your Christ-
mases in one, do you? So just trust Me that |
have all kinds of wonderful and precious gifts
in My hand, and | won't forget to give you any
of them when | know they will do you the most
good. | have babies, marriage, travel, exciting
ministries, friendships, and all that you need. |
have more training and gifts to bestow upon
you. | have gifts of love and laughter, wonder-
ful memoriesinthe making, fellowship and pre-
cious experiences with others.

9. It’s going to take time to get these
glassesoff you per manently, but I’m not going
togiveup. Atfirstyou'll blink at the bright sun-
shine of My way of looking at things, and be-
cause you're not used to it, it may seem too
bright, too positive, and the Enemy will tell you
it'stoo rosy and unrealistic to be so thankful for
everything, to see My perfect will in everything,
and to count all things as working together for
good because you love Me.

10.1 don't want toseeyou just resign your -
self to circumstancesin ahelplesssort of way,
figuringyou just haveto livewith your lot in
life. | want you to trust Me so much that you
don’'t even have anything to resign yourself to,
but instead you’ re perfectly happy with thetim-
ing and order of eventsin your life, and with
what I’'m giving you at the moment, and full of
faith that | have everything plannedtoa T and
| won't forget anything. (End of message from
Jesus.)

Humility, the Antidote!

11. (Dad speaking:) You'rehuman, and the
Lord has created humans with some weak-
nessesto keep them desperateand closetoHim,
needing Him. The biggest weaknesstheLord’s
giventomanispride; it's his besetting sin, and
likel'veoften said, it'stheroot of all our prob-
lems.

12. TheLord lovesall of Hischildren and
Hewantstoblessand reward each onefor ther
faith, obedience, and lovefor Him. It takesalot
of the supernatural love of God to be unselfish,
generous, and giving to others, so much so that
you don't battle with comparing and jeal ousy
and wondering why so-and-so has this or that
blessing, why you didn’t get to do what you
wanted, go where you wanted, or be with the
person you wanted to be with.

13. It’sanatural tendency to think that
way— human pride—but it’sther oad todestruc-
tionif youdon't fight tostop it, becauseit leads
further and further intothepit of morepride,
selfishness, and comparing. You haveto stop
and recognize when you’re getting hit with
battles of comparing, feeling sensitive, resent-
ful, left out, or jealous of what othersare called
upon to do but you're not. You have to recog-
nizethat thisis an attack of the Enemy on your
pride. The Enemy’s really trying to whip it up
and play on your emotions. He'sthe onewho's
causing you to compare and analyze and look
at all the things that you feel you should have,
that you think you deserve. He getsyou to ana-
lyze it to the point that you're really battling
and down in the pit.

14. That frameof mind leadsyou further
and further down into discour agement, com-
paring, fedingtotally left out, useess, unloved,
and unappreciated. The Enemy paintsthe pic-
tureasblack ashecan. Hereally laysit on thick
and can make you believe al hislies. You start
towonder, “Hey, what am | needed for here any-
way? Everybody else is getting to do al the
things | want to do. Nobody asks me about
thingsor includesme. I'mjust stuck inthissame
old ministry. Maybe | should move on and try
something el se, go someplace elsewhere people
will appreciatememore.”




15. TheEnemy’swholepoint inleadingyou
into comparingand jealousy and whipping up
your prideissothat you’ll get your eyesoff the
Lord. He not only wants you to get your eyes
off the Lord, but hewantsto pull you away from
theLord, away fromthe Lord'scalling for you—
even cause you to resent the Lord. You might
think it's okay to feel alittle resentment toward
people or about things that happen, but when
you alow thosefeelingsin, the Enemy playson
them, exaggeratesthem, and can get youto point
those feelings toward the Lord. You start being
critical of the way things happen—circum-
stances, events, peopl€'s blessings—and if you
stay onthe Enemy’swavelength, you'll go down,
down, down.

16. TheEnemy knowshe sgot avery power -
ful weapon at hisdisposal—your pride—and
he usesit for all it’sworth! | don't just mean
your pride, but man’s pride in general. I’'m not
picking on you; I'm trying to expose what the
Enemy does with people when he leads them
into comparing. Everybody compares because
everybody has pride, but when you’'reyielding
to your pride, then the Enemy can really get in
with hisliesand horrible temptationsto look at
the waves, to look down, to criticize, compare,
resent and be jealous. It's aterrible cycle, and
the only way to stop it isto be humble and call
on the Lord for His forgiveness and help.

17.1f you never had any problems, tests, or
difficulties, if everything went the way you
wanted it and you got everything you wanted—
got to go where you wanted to go, be with the
people you wanted to be with, do what you
wanted, know everything that’s going on, were
called upon all the time, were needed at every
turn—then you’ d bereally proud and self-right-
eous. You wouldn’'t even think you needed
Jesus, and you wouldn’t see so clearly how you
can’'t make it without Him. And even if every-
thing went your way, or at least alot more than
it does right now, you'd still be discontent and
unhappy, because it's the nature of man to al-
wayswant more.

18. Thesetestsof pridealonglife’ sway are
awonderful thingto help keep you humbleand
in need of your Husband and L over. They’ renot

easy to go through, because it’'s never easy to
fight battles of comparing. But if you look at it
as an opportunity for the Lord to bless others,
and to help keep you humble and soft, it’'smuch
easier to take. Theworst thing you can doistry
tofigureit out, analyzeit, and think about it until
you' rered ly inthe dumpsabout thewholething.

19. You can’t figureout God'sloveand why
Hechoosestodocertain thingstheway Hedoes.
You might feel like God should have known you
wanted to do such and such, and wonder why
He didn’t include you, but you have to under-
stand that Jesus loves all of His children, but
He's not going to give you al the blessings all
thetime. He spreads them out. He givesto who
He knows it’s best to give to at that moment,
andif you can be humble and happy about it for
the sake of others, you'll grow in the spirit of
humility.

20. TheL ord hasaplan and apurposefor
each oneof Hischildren. Hehasaslot for you,
aministry, awork, an anointing and calling. You
can’'t always be looking at your neighbor and
wishing you were doing what they’re doing,
whentheLord wantsyou to remain faithful where
He put you now. You have to accept what the
Lord has chosen to do in your life and believe
that you’ reimportant to Him. But you’ renot more
important than any of His other brides, and you
haveto humbly allow Jesusto love other people,
to bless them, to use them, and give them the
things they need.

21. Onceyou yield tothe spirit of humility
you'll bemuch morecontent, and the Enemy
can’'t usecomparingagaing you. It'smuchwiser
to take the low seat, the attitude of humility: “I
didn’t get to do such and such, but that’s okay,
because it's good for me to share and stay
humble!” Instead of thinking, “Why didn’t | get
to do that!?”’

22. Theonly way out of that cycleof nega-
tivefedings, unfruitful thoughtsor comparing
thoughts, istobehumbleand thankful for the
blessings the Lord gives you. Remember that
He loves you and is not mistreating you or giv-
ing you araw deal, but He' staking good care of
you. Remember that you can't have everything
the way you want it. The Lord has to do some



thingsinyour lifeto keep you humble and know-
ing how much you need Him. He can’t make
everything perfect for you, give you al the de-
sires of your heart all thetime, and give you al
the blessings and things you want at every turn
—you'd just become too self-righteous and
proud. He knows the desire of your heart is to
be close to Him most of all, depending on Him,
needing Him, obeying Him and doing Hiswill,
so in His love for you He provides situations
that help you to stay close to Him, humble, and
lowly in your own eyes.

23. Thenext timesomething comesup and
you'retempted to compareor fed left out, turn
thosethoughtsintofruitful thoughtsabout how
good thisisfor you, how it’shelping you to be
more humble and keeping you close to Jesus.
The Lord will bless your attitude of thankful-
ness. When He sees that you desire to yield
and be giving and let others have some things,
or do things, or know more than you do, or be
more in the limelight sometimes, even though
you might be hurting inside and battling with
comparing, He really blessesit. (End of mess-
agefromDad.)

Why Them?

24. (Prayer:) Jesus, You know that I’vehad
battlesover theyearscomparingwith A. There
have been timeswhen | did better and timeswhen
| didworse, and now I’ m being hit withit almost
harder than ever. | love her very much and at
times fedl very close to her, but at other times
thebad feelings| havetoward her arejust blown
up to an incredible size to where they seem to
cloud everything else. | feel that whilein many
wayswe' reso similar, in many waysshe'sjust a
little bit better than | am at almost everything—
and it frustrates me! She has alot of trust and
responsibility, and getsto beinvolvedin alarge
variety of projectsand ministries. | feel that she's
favored in many ways, and that it's because of
her working efficiency, and just because she has
a better personality, is prettier, and people like
her more—and that | can’t do anything about it!

25.1 know her fairly well, and | know that
all the bad things| think about her at times
likethisarenot all true. But because she's so

gifted and so likable, it's hard to shake some of
these feelings, because they seem to have so
much logical basisin fact. | know she has her
problems and it probably al balances out—at
least that’s what You' ve always told me—but
it's depressing sometimes that she getsto do so
many things | wish | could do. | feel that no
matter how hard | try or how well | do, I' [l never
be on her level—or rather what others think is
her level—because sometimes| don’t agreethat
she'sthat much better at certain thingsthan me.
| guess that's where some of the resentment
comesintoo. It'snot just afeeling of, “Oh, she's
so wonderful and I'll never be like that.” Often
it's more, “Hey, | could do that as well as she
does. Why didn’t they even consider |etting me
try?’

26. My shepherdshavetried toencourage
me, and You’ vetried toencourageme, but | find
it hard to even accept any encour agement, be-
cause | feel like everyone's just trying to pla-
cate me, and that no matter what they say, |
can't believe them, because “| know” they and
probably You love and trust her more. | know
that I'm needed here too, but somehow know-
ing that doesn’t help me feel any better when
she getsto go here and there and | don't. This
isn't aone-timething, but it'scome up over and
over in different forms over the years, from the
relationship angle, the work angle, and many
other angles in between. Why don’t | compare
with other people to this extreme? Why can’t |
just get over it?

27. (Jesus speaking:) My love, you must
believe My Wor ds. Even if they seem dubious
toyou, evenif they don’t ring truein your heart
or seem right to your senses, you must fight to
accept them and havefaith in them. It’sdanger-
ous to doubt My Words, for as you decide to
reject one thing and not accept it, it makes it
easier to then decide to reject and cast aside
more of My Words. Then you not only missout
on the important counsel, encouragement, in-
struction, or insight | give, but you also build
up awall of resistanceto Meand My Spirit and
to the love and truth | could give you, and the
closeness we can share.



28. You’ve built up awall of resentment
toward thisdear mateof yours, little by little,
over theyears. Attimesyou' ve seen it for what
it was, and you’'ve fought against it and have
overcomein different areas and torn down por-
tions of thewall. Yet it'sadeep-rooted thing; it
goes back a long way, and you haven't ever
fully let go of it or overturned its foundation.

29. | know thisisn’t easy for you to hear,
but theonly way for you to behappy and tobe
freeof thisistoremoveit and let it go. Ask for
prayer from your shepherds; share this battle,
these resentments, with them, and pray desper-
ately and ask Mefor help to fight against it. It's
like any other negative, critical or comparing
thought or mindset—you just can’t give place
toit.

30. You fed confused and frustrated, even
angry at yourself because of the things you
think. Youfed like, “1 thought | wasover this! |
ought to be by now! Why can’t | be happy for
her and just accept that what You give her isthe
right thing? Why can’t | simply believe the
things You and my shepherds say? Why can’t |
be proud that one of my peers has such aminis-
try, rather than resenting the fact that she seems
to be moving into bigger responsibilities quicker
than some of the rest of us?’

31. You'velearned over theyearsinliving
and workingwith her just how normal and hu-
man sheis, and havecometo seethat shedoesn’t
exactly havean edge on everyone, asyou first
thought. Sheis very good at some things, but
you are very good at many of the same things,
or even better at others; and you’ ve just gener-
ally learned that everyone hastheir specid place,
their unique personality, and no one hasit “ bet-
ter” acrosstheboard, including her. Still, though,
because she is clearly beautiful and gifted, and
especially because she has been entrusted with
more showy responsibilities than you and be-
cause she has had the privilege of going places,
it'shardtoresist dipping back into that mindset
of, “It's so unfair—why does she have to have
everything?’

32.Inyour heart you know shedoesn’t have
everything, and much of what shehas, or has
had, you know you wouldn’t want anyway. But

because there is so much you do want or would
like, it makesit difficult to fight this comparing
and be happy with what you have. It's a great
test, one of the greatest and most ongoing, long-
term ones |’ ve allowed you to go through.

33. | haven't put thisin your lifejust to
causeyou sorrow, though; I’ veallowed it tohelp
you grow. Just think, if you never had such a
“worthy opponent” that you really felt justified
in comparing with, could you ever really feel as
great asense of accomplishment in overcoming
such great comparing battles? If you only com-
pared with people who had one or two little
things you wished you had, such as their job,
their looks, or their persondity, it would be easier
in a sense to get the victory, just by “talking
yourself out of it” and realizing how good you
have it and how insignificant these one or two
littletraitsarein the overall spectrum of things.
But when you can ook at someonelike her, who
it seems excelsin every areayou do and more,
and you can actually accept that and be okay
about it, and still bethankful for theway | made
you, you'll be a content person!

34.You arebasically acontent per son now
that you’ vereally won major victories. Don't
let the Enemy lieto you now and tell you that it
was afake, because here you are, faced with it
and going under about it all over again. You
haven't lost, and you aren’'t going under. You
were attacked, yes, and you were hit hard, and
you did wobble and weaken. It's not over yet,
though, and it's not too late to sock the Enemy
back and rebuke and resist him and make him
get the hell out of there. You don't want to feel
thisway, doyou? Evenif you're“justified” and
“right,” you don’t want these awful feelings of
resentment and comparison crowding out the
joy inyour life, do you?

35.Don't let go of thebeautiful gift of hap-
piness, contentment, and acceptancethat I’ ve
given you. It'sabeautiful treasure—onetovalue
and cherish at any cost. It's a much more pre-
cioustreasurethan aposition, aministry, atitle,
an opportunity, a gift, atalent, good looks, or a
great personality.

36. Trust Me, My love. Thisisyet another
test of yieldedness. Yield your mind, your carnal



reasoning, your logic, your sense of fairnessand
justice. Letit go. Just realizethat you may not be
right; and even if you are, | have a higher pur-
posein alowing even thethingsthat scemto be
wrong or unjust. In the end, all does work to-
gether for good, and each one is rewarded ac-
cording to what | know they’ re deserving of.

37. Thistimeand season issosmall inthe
great overall scheme of life. You will not be
judged many years from now for the way you
are now—not by Me and not by others. You
will not be held back or hindered in your growth,
inyour ministry, or in your responsibilities be-
cause of anyone else. You stand before Me, the
OneWho seesyouinall clarity and with al depth
of understanding, and you can trust that | will
not pass you over or leave you behind. | see
you and know all about you, and | will giveyou
all that 1 know you can handle and are worthy
of,inMy time.

38. Theonly thing that would hold you back
isnot someoneelse, either peer or shepherd,
but your own holding back in spirit—your own
lack of moving forward, reaching out, progress-
ing, fighting, and yielding. You hold yourself
back in spirit when you compare, because while
you' re so focused on what another has or what
you lack, you fall further behind. By spending
time thinking about others and observing and
analyzing them, you waste time that you could
use toward advancing spiritually and even in
your ministry.

39. Asyou think inyour heart, soareyou.
If you think of yourself as deficient, lower, less
skilled, less needed and valuable, you become
so by reflection of your own attitude and lack of
motivation. Whereas when you see yourself as
being just what is needed—because | madeyou
so—and perfect for your tasks—because | made
you so—then that’s what you become, and you
fill arolethat no other could ever fill aswell; for
it was designed for you, and you were destined
tofill it.

40. Don’t doubt Meor My love, wisdom or
judgment. Have faith in Me, and havefaithin
your shepherds aswell. Have faith in My love
and in My plan for you.

41. 1 want you tolean on M e, and not on

your own giftsor abilities. | want youtorealize
that you don't have it all, and can’'t have it all.
I’ve made you to naturally feel a bit insecure,
even in the things that you do well in. | don’t
want you to take your gifts for granted or to
think that you' re so great because of the ways|
use you.

42.1 doplantouseyou moregreatly than|
am now, but | haveto entrust you with more
responsibilitiesand privilegeslittle by little,
in keeping with your lessons, humility, and
spiritual progress. | can’'t give you too much
too soon, because you would lose the balance
and harmony with your spiritual life—and | know
that you see the importance of that. You under-
stand the need for balance and fairness, so think
about that when you feel you aren’t given afair
shot. Realize that part of the fairness and bal-
ance is that you have to grow in certain ways,
learn certain things, and accept certain things
before certain other things, like privilegesor re-
sponsihilities, can fall into place. That's your
end of the bargain, your side of the scale.

43. You work on evening out your sideand
trust Metoeven out Mine, okay? LeaveitinMy
hands and trust Me to keep your scales bal-
anced—inwork, love, life, and every way. | am
the Keeper of your balances, and of the balances
of al mankind. Your times and seasons are in
My hands, and | am always there to help even
you out after one of your dips. Remember,
though, it'snot that I’ mletting go of My side of
the scale—it's that you’'re putting too much
weight onyours: theweights of being analytical
and comparing and trying to reason everything
out. You do thisin asearch for balance, but My
love, that's not how the balance is found.

44. The balanceisfound by yielding, by
accepting that you don’t know all sides, and
openingyour eyesand heart and mind sothat |
can show you thingsasthey truly are. Let Me
show you things the way | see them, My love.
Let Me speak to your heart and mind. Let Me
wash away the cloudy, murky, distorted percep-
tionyou’ ve had of yourself and others, and help
you to becometruly free. (End of message from
Jesus.)



45. (Mama:) TheL ord hasdoneawonder -
ful miraclein thisperson’slifeand given her
major victories over comparing in various
shapesand forms. It took several yearsand alot
of prayer, perseverance, hearing from the Lord
in prophecy, and fighting to believe and act on
what the Lord said. But she has won the battle,
and she now rarely compares with the person
referred to in the above prayer, or with anyone,
and doesn’t carry around the resentment that
she used to. That's not to say that she's never
tempted to compare, asweall are, but she'sgot-
ten a miraculous victory and hardly ever gives
intoit. Praisethe Lord! It can happen!

You Can Do It!

46. (Jesus speaking:) You ask if thereis
any areathat | wish for you toyield in more
fully. I will tell you, My love. It's the area of
comparing yourself with others. This area of
your life causes you much pain and difficulty.
And becauseit painsyou, it painsMe. It'svery
difficult for Meto watch you go through battles,
feeling that you don't do enough, that you're
unloved or unneeded, because you’ re compar-
ing.

47.You must realizethat My lovefor you
isjust asgreat asMy lovefor any other, but the
way | work in your lifeisdifferent. Theway |
work ineach person’slifeisdifferent. If | worked
in everyone's life the same, that would not be
love, for each person hasdifferent needs. If you
were ableto accept thisand trust Memorefully,
you would be much happier. You' d suffer much
less, you' d have more to give to others, you'd
be more complete, and thus | would be able to
use you more.

48. So in thiscoming year, that iswhat |
ask of you—that you go on the attack against
thisbesetting sin of comparing. It'srooted in
pride, asal sinis. Comparing actually feedsyour
pride. You wonder how that is—because when
you compare, you feel very worthless, un-
needed, and unloved. But through getting you
to compare, the Enemy istaking your eyes off of
Meand My will and My plan, and getting them
onyourself. You become unyieldedtowhat I'm
doing, you' re unhappy, and al of thisfeedsyour

pride because you start to feel that you deserve
better.

49. In reality, you know that all that you
haveiscompletely undeserved, andit’sonly by
My mercy that you're here, blessed with the
ministry |'ve given you, the friends and love
and place of service and fulfillment. But when
you fal into the pit of comparing, reality isun-
clear to you and you' re surrounded by the lies
of the Enemy. You can’t see clearly, and during
the times when you compare, you make no for-
ward progress in the spirit; rather you fall back
into your old habits and besetting sins.

50. Go on the attack against thisareain
your lifewherethe Enemy getsin and causes
you so much difficulty. Refuseto accept hislies!
When you feel such abattle coming on, simply
remind yourself that | do all things well, that |
have a perfect plan for you, and that | loveyou.
Remind yourself that it'sagood chancefor you
to exercise humility by not falling into that trap.
Remind yourself that allowing yourself to com-
pareistaking steps backward in the spirit. And
then refuse to do it!

51.1 know you can doit, My love. You've
had prayer against it, you' ve received My help
inthe spirit. Now it’sup toyoutofight it and not
giveitany placeinyour life. It will bedifficult, |
warn you, for you have a bad habit of allowing
yoursalf to compare. Youyield tothisvery easily,
and it brings with it immediate sadness. So it
won't be easy to catch yourself and pull out of
it. But | know that youcandoit, and I'll bethere
to help you when you call out to Me.

52. Yield fully inthisarea. Let that beyour
commitment to Me, that you believethat | do all
things well, and that you will fight to be more
thankful about the way | made you, the things
I’ve given you, and the path I’ve chosen for
your life. With thistotal yieldednesscomespeace,
fulfillment, and great happiness. | promise.

53. Asyou makestepsforwardinthisarea,
cometoMewith further questionsthat come
up, and each timel will show you how to over-
come, how tobest fight thisattack of theEnemy.
Up until now you’ ve not seen this as something
so big that you should really fight it. You've
looked on it more as an inevitability rather than



aweak areawhich you needed to overcome. But
fighting this one battle will help you make tre-
mendous progressin learning to be more humble,
in being more sensitiveto My Spirit and lessto
yourself, in being a greater blessing to others,
and on and on the list goes.

54.1t’sworthit, My love. | know you want
thevictory,and sol promiseit toyou! | will help
you. Remember, your desire in asking Me and
wanting to make progress will give you a spe-
cial anointing to move forward in this areal |
love you! (End of message from Jesus.) (from
“YouCanMakelt—Part 2,” ML #3292:147-154,
GN891)

Go Extreme!

55. (Jesusspeaking:) | wish you would ac-
cept thefact that I’ vemadeyou a special vessel
for aspecial purpose, and | don’t requireor
even wish for you to be exactly likeother syou
seearound you. You aredifferent, with adiffer-
ent persondlity, roleand future. | wish youwould
taketo heart what | told Peter when he was ask-
ing Me about John, saying, “Lord, what shall
thisman do?’ | had been speaking heart-to-heart
to Peter, telling him how he stood and what he
was to do, but he still wondered how he stood
in comparison to John and the others and what
their rolewasto be. Part of it was curiosity, but
alarge part was also his desire to compare. Do
you remember what | told Peter?“What isthat
to thee? Follow thou Me!l”

56.1 test and try thehearts. Although there
may bemuchinyour heart, | judgeonly by your
lovefor Me, your desiretodoMy will, and your
obediencetofollowthepaththat I’ vechosen for
you. Don’t worry and fear about how far along
you are, or look back and think that you haven't
learned as much as others have. Because no
matter how hard you try, you can never tell by
outward appearances, and it will only confuse
and condemn you. | teach and train each person
in different ways, at different speeds, and for
different ministries, so you just can’'t compare!
If you want to compare, compare with the stan-
dard of My Word and let My Holy Spirit speak
gently to your heart and show you what areas
you canimprovein. Sheisvery loving and gentle

—not like the voice of the Enemy, who will use
those comparisons to make you feel bad and
condemn you.

57. Remember that | am not theauthor of
confusion, but of peace. | longto giveyou that
peace in your heart that passes all your carnal
understanding and gives you acceptance of the
way |I've made you and theway I’ ve chosen for
you. | give that peace freely, but you must put
aside the hang-ups of comparing and negativ-
ity and want it with all your heart, and then you
canreceiveit.

58. At firgt it will bevery hard to accept this
peace, but if youwork at it, it can changeyour
life! Your mind can betrained, and likeamuscle
it can be strengthened and toned. You need to
start training your mind to react positively to
otherwise negative situations. That doesn’t
mean that you have to throw objectivity to the
wind and becomeablind optimist. But sinceyou
are at one extreme where much of your thinking
and almost all of your self-talk have negative
overtones, you need to begin the difficult but
necessary task of taking back the control of your
mind so that you can seethings as| see them. |
want you to bring every thought into captivity,
and thisis how you can begin to do that.

59. When you hear your sdf thinking nega-
tively about your self or somesituation, force
your self tobringup thepositiveside. Don't let
the Enemy turn your thoughts into his mono-
logue of negativity, but fight back with positive
thoughts. “Asaman thinketh in hisheart, sois
he.” Evenif you'rejust forcing yourself to think
or react positively, don't feel bad. Because if
you' refaithful and persevere, intimeit will be-
comeagood habit, and then you’ |l actually feel
better about yourself and have a positive out-
look on yourself and things around you.

60. Pleasedo thisfor Me! It hurtsMeso
much to seeyou buffeted about likethis. | would
love to take this negativity and these bad feel-
ings away and make it all better, but | can’'t do
that because it's something that you have to
begintodo. Butif you put forth that effort, then
| will do My part and help you, and together we
will winthevictory! (End of messagefrom Jesus.)



A New Lease on Life

61. (Mama:) I'll turn the next section of
thisGN over to oneof theyoung peoplein our
Home who has experienced the change of
mindset the Lord has talked about in many of
these messages.

62. (Louise) | think | wasaborn comparer.
As my mom would testify, I’ ve had an obses-
sion with fairness ever since | can remember.
“That'snot fair” must have been my three most
used wordswhen growing up—asthey arewith
alot of kids. Thing is, | didn’t exactly “grow out
of it.” It just sort of changed tactics. When |
waslittle, | actually liked myself quitealot and
thought pretty highly of myself (hard to believe
sometimes, but | do recall looking inthemirror
and thinking how lovely | wasl) but there was
still always something to cry “foul” about—
usually privileges, outings, material thingsthat
other kids got, or things my parents or other
adults did or had that | didn't.

63. Asl went intothe pre-teen and early
teen years, it mor phed into obsessive compar -
ing of my looksand body with that of other girls
my ageor afew yearsolder than me. Then once
| was fully into my teens, it was envy of girls
who had more boyfriends or male attention.
Comparing ministries also came in about then,
asdid intense analyzing of the amount of atten-
tion from shepherds and the trust and responsi-
bility they placed in the hands of various indi-
viduals. Growing into the YA yearsandjoining a
behind-the-scenes office, it focused toward
competitiveness in work, struggling hard to
prove myself worthy of trust and able to carry
as much of aload as others who were consid-
ered “tried and proven.” | think my most recent
“biggie” would have to be relationships, and
feeling cheated at the thought that while nearly
all my friendshave now married and have kids—
or have at least had plenty of seriousboyfriends
—I’venever gotten anywhere near there ... and
I’m getting “old.”

64. At every turn and stage of lifethere
was something to struggle for. | was always
struggling, never content. | generdly didn’tlike
myself and wasn’t happy with much, if anything,

about myself. Even the things | would admit to
liking about myself, | could seeroom for plenty
of improvement in. Of course, there are some
things | could improve in, but the fact is that
there are somethings, like physical features (for
example, beingagirl, hal) that apersonjust can’t
do anything about!

65. When Mama’svariousL etter sabout
negativethinkingand how to overcomeit came
out, that waswhen | first started realizingwhat
it wasthat kept mefrom ever beingreally happy.
Even at the best of times, | could always find
something “wrong with the picture,” and it was
usudly, if not always, related to envy or comparing
—along with negativity about myself. They're
all sointertwined.

66. Anyway, if you happentoredatetoany of
this, I think you know what | mean when | say
that comparingismorethan a“weakness’; it's
a mindset that takes over your thought pro-
cesses and basically your entirelife. It guidesa
lot of your decisions, it makes you miserable
and often unpleasant, and as was the case with
me, you have no idea what your problem is or
why you can hardly stand to be around other
people, because almost everyone somehow
makes you feel more inadequate. | don’t think |
ever had it “pegged” until | got here. Of course,
having alabel hungonit didn’t exactly help me
muchright off. If anything, | feltlike, “ Gee, gredt,
just onemorething that’swrong withme—I'ma
chronic comparer.”

67. Ironically, another of my major weak-
nessesishbeing critical of others. | say “ironi-
cally” because | would think that, since | was
always comparing myself to othersand wishing
| were more like them in thisway or that way, |
would admire everything good in others and be
relieved, if anything, about their imperfections,
right? Somehow, not so. Thefact that | wasaways
so closely scrutinizing and analyzing everything
and everyone—not to mention my obsession
with fairness/righteousness—made measo care-
fully observeand thusnoticetheflaws and weak-
nesses of others. So here | was constantly go-
ing around not only comparing myself against
others, but comparing others against each other,
and against anything there wasto compare them
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to, and in the process, disliking many things
about myself, as well as about other people.
Draining? Totally.

68. A couple of yearsago my new year’s
prayer and goal wastobr eak freefrom thecom-
paring mindset. The Lord gave me someclear
instruction at that time about the keys to over-
coming it. Basically it came down to accepting
that He made me how He wanted me and that |
shouldn’t put my sense of “rightness’ above
His. (SeeML #3177:96-106, GN 782.) | had united
prayer around that time and it helped greatly. |
had the Lord’s promises and power on my side,
and it wasall uphill from there. But going uphill
requiresafair amount of exertion! TheLord said
He had delivered me, but it took some time to
break out of old habits—in my case, nearly two
yearsfromthetimel first went on the attack and
had prayer, to the time | could truly sense a
differencein my attitudetowardlife.

69. Somethingsthat helped mealongthe
way were

70.0 Alotof Wordtimeand hearingfrom
theL ord personally. It didn’t help me so much
to hear about how “horrible” it was to think
negatively and compare. | had to do that at first
to realize my problem, but oncel did, | found it
far more uplifting to read on subjects such as
positiveness and faith. And, of course, the Lord
has His Own special way of speaking to my
heart and mind in ways that only He can, thus
gradually transforming my negative mindset and
hel ping me become almost an optimist.

71.0 Aot of encouragement from those
around me, whoit seemed tomealmost went on
aunited campaign to encourage me. I'm not
talking flattery—I think most of us, and espe-
cially those who are negative about ourselves,
can see through that—but real, sincere compli-
ments and appreciation of the unique and lik-
abletraitsthe Lord has blessed me with.

72.0 1 read aquotesomewherethat said:
“Don’t envy anybody. Every per son hassome-
thing no other person has. Develop that one
thingand makeit outstanding.” | askedtheLord
to speak to me about what my special “some-
thing” was, and His message outlining my strong
points and things others appreciated about me—

things that seemed obvious to other people—
was actually quite eye opening to me, in avery
good way.

73.0 Notleast of all, agreat boost toward
victory wasthat besides my initial prayer, |
asked for prayer afew other times, asl fell into
adumpfromtimetotime. I'll includehereaprayer
request that | shared with our Homeafew months
ago, which also includes some of the very help-
ful instruction the Lord gave me at that time.

74. (Prayer request:) I've had prayer be-
foreagainst comparing, asyou know, aswell
asagainst beingcritical, analytical, and nega-
tive. The Lord’s given me some big victories,
which I’'m super thankful for. My life now as
compared to ayear ago is vastly different. I'm
generally much happier. But comparing is like
my besetting sin, and more than that, anegative
mindset that I’ ve had ever since | can remember,
like a compulsion; so it takes time to change
such deep-rooted habits.

75. Recently | wasquitediscouraged, be-
cause for a period of about amonth | was hav-
ing alot of regular big battles over what seemed
toberelatively small incidents, or sometimesno
incident at all. For awhile I’ d been doing much
better, but now all of a sudden | was going
throughit all thetime, and just generally feeling
very yucky, very resentful, and like maybe the
Lord didn’t love me so much—and | wouldn’t
blameHimif Hedidn't.

76. | wasfrustrated about my lack of vic-
tory. In fact, | was wondering, “Have | gotten
any victories?|s something wrong somewhere?
I's there something I'm not doing that | should
be? How can | fight more?’ | was also feeling
hopeless, like it’s just “not possible” to win a
victory over negativity and comparing.

77.Here€ ssomethingthel ord told methat
explainsbetter than | can what my battlesand
problemsare, and my prayer request:

78. (Jesus speaking:) Thebest thing | can
tell you for startersis, “What isthat tothee?
Follow thou Me!” The problem with comparing
is that it clouds your mind and your eyes and
your heart to where the way you see things is
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not asthey truly are. Likel’vetold you so many
times, | know the heart of each person, their inner-
most battles, needs, feelings and fears, and |
give everyone what they need. It may not be
what they want, and it may seem like othershave
it better or easier, but that’snot thetruth. It seems
SO true to you sometimes that it even seems
obvious and clear-cut, but it's not reality.

79. My lovefor you isnot any lessthan for
any of My children. Just because they have a
certain blessing in one areathat you value very
highly, or because it seems like they’re more
trusted, more gifted, or that people like them
more, doesn’t mean that you’ d be happy in their
place; nor doesit mean that they’ re even happy
intheir place.

80.1 know it sometimesseemsthat you're
left to strugglealone, but part of it isthat you
don’t alwaysreach out for thehelp you need.
There's no one who has someone so attuned to
their every need, and so ever available to help,
that they never have to work to get it, or never
have to fedl like they’'re alone in what they're
going through. Everyoneisaone at some point,
in some way, because no two people go through
the exact samething in the exact sameway. That
feeling of being alone, though—even the feel-
ing of not being understood—is part of My plan
to make My children cry out to Me.

81. Don’t say that you don’t havethevic-
tory over thesebattlesof jealousy and compar -
ingand negativity, becausel havepromised you
that thisvictory isyours. Youjust haveto hold
on to it and not let it go. What you're doing
right now is the “literal trandation” of what it
meansto “hold onto your victory.” It's not just
a pleasant little joy-ride experience where you
feel so “in the victory” that you decide to keep
feeling that way. No, it'swhen the Enemy comes
ininfull force, and you haveto fight him off in
order to keep your victory. The very fact that
you' re coming to Me and doing so quickly, that
you’ ve opened your heart to Meand arewilling
to receive My answers and counsdl, is a sure
sign of victory.

82. Goingthrough upsand downslikethis
also humblesyou, becauseyou fedl soicky and
evil, so terrible for thinking and feeling the

thoughtsthat you do. Therefore you know that
although you’re tempted with many critical
thoughts, you can’t in all sincerity point thefin-
ger at someone else and accusethem of beingin
the wrong; because although they may be in
some areas, you know you arein many areastoo
—and who's to say what's worse? That's one
areathat you realize that you can’'t comparein.
You can't say, “Well, my sins are not as bad as
hers,” because you know that's probably not
true.

83. Thethingis, though, | don’t measure
your sinsagainst others sins, just likel don’t
measureyour talentsagainst theirs. Sothere’'s
no need to feel condemned or discouraged about
the battlesthat you' re thrown into, or conclude
that because of them, I’ ve distanced Myself from
you or love you less. How many times must |
say it? | love you asyou are, and | love al of
you. | don’t love you for what you are, for who
you are, for how well you do, for how much you
do, for how much or how little you sin, or how
much or how little you do theright thing. What
| love most of all isyour love for Me and your
desire for Me—and even when that wanes, My
love for you is till there in all its strength. 1l
keep saying it over and over until you learn it—
but please accept it, because once you get this
lesson down, everything will be easier.

84. Ask for prayer tobemoreaccepting of
My lovefor you and not totakeeverything good
that happensto someoneelseasasign that |
lovethem morethan you. | want youtofeel se-
cure in My love, because then you'll be much
better able to handle the battles that come up,
and even the comparisons and the jealousy that
you're hit with. If you're fully reassured of My
loveand believethat | truly do careand am work-
ing out the best for you, then you won't worry
and fret so and become so shaken over things.
It's not that you' Il never struggle with compar-
ing again, but your battles with it will be less-
ened to a greater degree than they have been
lessened so far.

85. When it's your natural, inborn ten-
dency to think and perceivethingsa certain
way, it’shever easy toget aquick victory. Butin
the case of overcoming long-term, lifelong hab-
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its, such as your comparing, just because the
victory doesn’t come overnight doesn’t make it
any lessmiraculous. In somewaysit’s moremir-
aculous, becauseit’s not like it was an all-of-a
sudden battle, an outside attack that seemed to
come from nowhere or that took you by sur-
prise. Rather it's showing My power to over-
come even your natural characteristics and in-
stincts, which with man is impossible, but not
with Me. With Me, all thingsare possible—even
your getting the complete victory over this ob-
session with comparing.

86. If you'rereally lookingtoward Meas
much as you should be and if I’'m your focus
and priority, then what othershave or don’'t have
won'’t matter so much to you; in fact, youwon't
even notice it as much.

87. Being observant hasits good points,
but getting into analyzing and criticizing
other sdoesn’t. Thesetendencies are something
to pray against. You can't possibly understand
every sideto every story or situation, so the key
is to stop trying to do so. Whenever you find
your mind ticking away, trying to analyze every
part of a situation and figure out why someone
did this or that, or where so-and-so is and what
they’re doing and why, you can be pretty sure
that you're going to end up in a negative mind
wilderness where you don’t want to be.

88. Solear ntohead thosethought patterns
off at thepass, beforeyou walk down their path
and end up inamiserableplace. You hesitateto
lose these habits, even though you dislike them
and know they’re making you unhappy, be-
cause they’re an inherent part of your nature
and you would feel insecure and somewhat | ost
without them. But | have something much bet-
ter for you in return, and it's called real, true,
complete peace and happiness.

89. You can behappy if you chooseto be.
You can also be miserable, but why would you
choose that over the joy and peace | have avail-
ablefor you?In order to receivethem, you have
to let go of some of your own righteousness or
sense of fairness or balance, or your own ideas
of how things ought to be and what theideal is.
But | don’t ask you to givethose up for nothing.
| offer you peace that passes understanding in

return. | offer you joy that overcomes all sor-
rows in return. | offer you complete happiness,
lightness of spirit, and assurance of My love.
How can you turn that down?

90. Why would you want tohang on toyour
old wayswhen | havesomething so much better
for you? Pleasereceive and accept what I’ m of -
fering you, and hold onto it and value it as the
precious gift that it is. (End of message from
Jesus.)

91. (Louise) Herear eexcer ptsof another
prophecy that one of our sweet shepherdsre-
ceived for me:

92. (Jesus speaking:) You’ve made great
progressand great stridesover thesepast two
years. You'velearned to cometo Metoreceive
My words of counsel and advice and to receive
My strength and comfort. I’ ve gifted youwith a
sharp and brilliant mind, which is needed for
the work that | ve called you to do. But having
asharp mind hasitsdrawbacks. You' requick to
observe and see things, but it's also easy for
you to analyze and become critical. You must
learn to control your mind.

93. You must not allow your self toanalyze
thingsinacritical or negativeway, but you must
striveto seethingsin apositivelight. And you
can do this, for I've given you a strong mind.
But you must use this strength in a good way,
for if you exerciseand disciplineyourself, you'll
be ableto keep yoursdlf from fallinginto anega
tiveor critical channel.

94. Disciplineyour mind, and when you see
that you'regtartingtodip andfall intoanega-
tiveor critical channd, catch your sdf, and don’t
allow yoursdf tofall intoit. Stopand praisesMe
and ask Me to help you, and | will. Ask Meto
help you seethingsthe way that | seethem, and
I will show how you should look at it, and it will
become more and more of ahabit for you to see
things more positively.

95.1 know thisisafight, but it’sonethat
you can win. Don’t be discouraged, but keep
fighting. Remember, | allow peopletobeincer-
tain situations so they can learn thelessonsthey
need to learn. It’s not easy, but it’sthe best situ-
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ation for them. It's not easy for a soldier to go
into battle, but unless he does, he can't truly
learn how to fight. It's not easy for amountain
climber to climb high mountains; it takes great
effort, but the more he climbs, the more prac-
ticed and experienced he becomes. He also be-
comes stronger, so that future mountains will
not be so difficult for himto climb.

96. Don't fedl that you haven’t madepr og-
ress, but beencour aged at all theprogressyou
havemade. Try not to becritical of yourself, for
you must also see yourself in a more positive
light. Look back and think how thingswere and
be honest with yourself, and you'll agree that
you've grown and made much progress and
havelearned many valuablelessons. Yes, there's
progressyet to be made, but remember, the way
that I'm working in your life is through steady
and gradual progress. So have faith and pa-
tience, and be encouraged.

97. But it would also be good for you to
comebeforethebody and ask for prayer, for
this will show your humility and dependence
on Me, and will give you the boost that you
need. Don't feel that you've failed or that |
haven't been answering your prayers, for | have
been working in your life and will continue to
do so. (End of message from Jesus.)

98. (Louise:) Soin summary, my prayer
requestsare:

O For aboost to fight negativity and compar-
ing.

O To realy accept and believe in the Lord’s
love; for faithto believethat Hereal ly wants
the best for me.

O Against being analytical and critical; for the
Lord to rewire my thought patterns along
those lines, to help me think positively
rather than negatively; to learn to discipline
my mind and use it the way the Lord wants
it to be used.

O For afighting spirit and against becoming
weary in well doing or discouraged. (End
of prayer request shared with Home.)

99. Thank the Lord, afew new personal
revelationsfrom Him and that extra prayer,
plusadeterminationtobea“new me,” really

did the trick. Over the past few months I’ve
gotten to the point where | can say | am truly
content and don’t envy anyone. And for any-
one who knows me, that is nothing short of an
outright miracle!

100. | don’t haveddusionsabout mysdf and
how great | am. | know there are peoplewho are
better looking, more talented, stronger spiritu-
ally, and on and on the list goes. But that really
doesn’t get to me. | know that for everything
that | seeto envy inanother person, there’ ssome-
thing intheir lifethat | wouldn’t wish on myself
for anything. One of the things that helped me
more than anything was getting to know—and
really know—some of the peoplewho | thought
| had one or morereasonsto envy. | had heard it
said many times that “things even out,” but |
didn't agree. Now, though, | believeit to betrue,
because of what I’ ve experienced and what I’ ve
seen others experience.

101. It’snot like | never have a battle of
any kind, including atwinge of comparing or
envy fromtimetotime. Lifeistill astrugglein
someways, becauseit isand alwayswill befull
of battles and challenges. But it seems so much
easier to overcome the obstacles in my path
when |I' m not despising myself and murmuring
about theway | am at the sametime. | know I’'m
a mess, a weak person, flawed, imperfect, not
nearly al | am or would like to be. But | aso
know that | havethe power—the Lord’s power—
to change in many areas—the areas that are
really important.

102.1 haveit straight now astowhat counts
most and what meansmost to other people, and
most importantly to the Lord. What matters
most to me has also changed, thankfully. A large
part of my comparing problem wasin fact based
on theimmature mindset of looking too much at
the outward appearance and only looking at
othersand myself in a“skin deep” sense, rather
than being attuned to the reality beneath that.

103. My relationship with the Lord has
become deeper and richer sincel finally be-
lievethat Her eally doesloveme, that Hedoesn't
have anything against me and isn't prejudiced
against me or out to punish me for something |
didwrong. Asfor abilities, it'samazing theways
you can improve and the things you can learn
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when you aren’t hampered by the paralyzing “I-
can’t-itis” born of fear of failure that often ac-
compani es comparing.

104. And, asfor thethings! can’t change
about myself, including my looks, I'vecometo
realize through numerous conversations with
girlsand guys—aswell as other forms of inter-
action, ahem—that “it takes all kinds’ is more
than acliché. Therereally are as many ideas of
what's perfect or beautiful asthereareindividu-
als on our planet, and while | may not fit into
everybody’smold, thereare plenty of peoplewho
like me—Dbetter yet, who love me. | too am able
to love more completely, my relationships with
others not being hampered by my envy of their
attributes. | can appreciate the good and beauti-
ful in them, thank the Lord for the wonderful
ways He made them, and relish our differences,
realizing that they're just that—differences—
and one isn’t necessarily better than the other.

The Best Little Sunflower...
105. (Jesus speaking:)

Sunflower, sunflower, in My heart today,

Won't you please believe Me?—I love you
in every way.

You wonder why | made you to be the way
you are,

But, My sunflower, can’'t you see, none are
likeyou, near or far?

| chose you as My Own, you were fair among
themall,

| planted you beside Me, meant you to stand

strong and tall.

| could have picked another—aviolet, rose
or daisy—

But see, | didn’t do that, for "tisyou that | do
fancy.

You give such joy to Me, your Lord and
loving Carer.

| would not trade you for the world; would not
give you up for another.

106. See, My child, how | loveyou? Can you
seehow | cherish you? Can you seethat | cre-
ated you just the way you are, because that's
how | loveyou? You areasabrilliant bright sun-
flower that I’ ve planted in the ground. You stand
so strong and tall and give glory al around.

107. You may look at therose and think
that flower to be fairer still. Or perhaps you
think your fragranceislacking when compared
with this beautiful bloom. Do you look at the
violetsand marvel at their deep colorsand won-
der where you went wrong, for you are only
yellow? Do you seethetulipsthat seem so per-
fect and complete, and wonder why you are not
as defined or petite? Perhaps you see the pop-
pies and their soft, sweet petals, and wonder
why yours are not more refined? Do you |ook
upon the vines and think that they have amuch
more simple life—so free from pain or strife—
yet they look so majestic and gain ground so
quickly?

108. Doyou eyethebougainvilleas, thecar -
nationsand daffodilsand wonder why I’ venot
madeyou asoneof their kind? Well, My dar-
ling, | could have made you as any one of these.
| could have given you a different color, a dif-
ferent shape or size. | could have given you a
different smell, adifferent purposeinlife. | could
have given you all of this. But see, My child, |
didn’t. | wanted you theway you are—so beau-
tiful and perfect.

109. Yes, you're My gor geous sunflower
that sandserect and tall; you can giveshadeto
theunderdog, givejoy tooneand all. Everyone
who looks upon you can see your radiance.
They see a special sparkle that was put within
by Me. I'm like your Sun, and as long as you
look directly into My face, you'll always shine;
you'll always reflect that warmth and bright-
ness to others.

110. I've also put little seeds within you
that can begiven to other sar ound you—these
are seeds of love, kindness, compassion, under-
standing, and joy. You can give these without
measure and you don’t have to fear that your
resources will be depleted, for as long as you
look upon My face, they’ll be replenished.

111. Sometimes, My sunflower, you for get
tolook at Me—your Sun—and then you start
todroop and get discour aged and full of doubt. |
understand that sometimesiit’s easy to get your
eyes on your problems and the things around
you—the trials, the negative things—but the
cureisso simple, so easy. All you havetodois
turn your face once again toward Me—the Sun
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—andyou'll regain your health and beauty once
again.

112. Oh, and onemorething: you must al-
waysreceiveMy preciousWords, likewater to
your soil. Your roots are embedded deep within
the ground, ready to soak up My Word as | pour
it all around. Keep drawing in My Words. Keep
taking the minerals and nutrients in. If you do
this, you'll always be My strong, tall, brilliant,
magnificent, love-giving, beautiful reflection—
My sunflower. (End of message from Jesus.)

A Comparer’s Prayer

113. (Mama:) Here'sawritten prayer, re-
ceived from Heaven, that those of you who are
battling comparing might want to use. Or you
could ask the Lord for aprayer of your own!

114. (Prayer:) Thank You, Jesus, for this
lifethat You’ vegiven me. Thank Youfor breath-
ing Your breath of lifeinto me and forming me
into the person You wanted me to be. You de-
signed me and You made everything just right,
just the way You wanted it to be. | feel so
ashamed sometimes because | question You in
my heart and | ask, “Why have You made me
thus?”’

115.1 believe Your Word and | believethat
You made mejust theway You wanted me, so
please help me not to listen to the Enemy when
he throws these darts of discouragement at me.
He tellsme that | would be happier if | looked
like someone else, or if | had talentslike some-
one elsg, or if | had the ministry someone else
does. Hetellsme so many things and makes me
compare and compare until I’ mtotally dissatis-
fied with everything You' ve given me.

116. Jesus, my dear Husband, You said in
Your Word that wearebought with apriceand
weshould glorify You in our bodiesand in our
spirits. Please help meto do just that. Help me
to glorify You and thank You for the many bless-
ings and gifts that You’'ve given me. Take my
eyesoff of what | think | don’t haveand lift them
up toward Your face so that | can see all of the
blessings You havegiven me. If | do this, | know
that | can have perfect faith and trust, knowing
that You love mejust theway | am; Youlove me
no matter what.

117. Maybe You chose to make me more
plain and simplein certain areasof my lifeso
that You could givememoregiftsin other areas.
Help metotrustin Your goodness, for You area
wise Father, aloving Husband, arighteous Judge,
and my Best Friend. Who am | to question Your
ways or the manner in which You’ ve designed
and created me?1 don’t want to go on thisdown-
ward spiral, because | know it will lead to total
discouragement and an end to my usefulness
for You.

118. 1 want You tobeabletousemetothe
full. 1 want to be happy in my servicefor You, so
| ask that You raise a standard against this at-
tack of the Enemy in my life. | don’'t want this
viceof comparing to haveagrip on meand ham-
per and hinder my usefulnessin Your Kingdom.
Please help meto do my part too and rebuke the
Enemy when he comes in with such thoughts
and lies. Help meto throw Your Wordin hisface
and stand with conviction on Your promises!

119. I’ve had enough of comparing, and |
want tofight! | want to givethe Enemy arun for
his money and show him that he can’t win, be-
causel’m not going to givein. I’m not going to
let him destroy my usefulness to You by look-
ing over the fence and alwayswanting the grass
that seems greener. | know that | can’t do this
onmy own, but I candoit with Your help. | can
resist these negative thoughts with You by my
side because You have the greatest power in all
of Heaven and Earth. We' re an unbeatableteam,
and together we can set the Devil on the run.

120. | want to praise You. | want to give
thanksto Your Name. | want to glorify Youfor
all of themany blessings You' ve bestowed upon
me, and | don’t want to think for even amoment
that | would be better off with what someone
elsehas. You know what'sbest for me, andthat's
why You designed metheway You did and gave
me the individual talents You did. Help me to
trust in Your goodness and in Your love and
fairness. Help me to trust in the facts of Your
Word and not be swayed by my feelings. You
love me and You made me just the way You
wanted me. Help me not to doubt Your love by
comparing with others.
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