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B Keys to Victory series

Victory Over Comparing, Part 1

By Maria

Dear Family,

loveyou! | hopethat thefirst GNinthisKeys

to Victory serieson comparingwasabless-
ingtoyou. InthisGN—and thefinal part of the
series, which will follow later—you'll find a
meaty collection of prophecies, most given origi-
nally for individual s who battle or have battled
comparing. Many of theseweregivenfor people
onour staff, andin somecases|’ veasoincluded
their prayers or questions. I'm not including a
lot of commentary, as in most cases | believe
these messages stand on their own and will
speak straight to the hearts of those of you who
need them and are hungry for the Lord’sanswers
to your battleswiththebig“C.” I’'m praying for
you, that you'll each find the special place of
contentment that the Lord has for you.

Love, Mama

Break Out of the Vortex!

2. (Jesusspeaking:) | canrelieveyour fears
and dry your tear sif you accept My loveand My
encour agement. All the stressand worry can be
camedif you take My Spirit uponyou and trust.
| will deliver you from your fears and sadness,
from your thoughtsthat pull you down and make
you sad. | will take care of al of your needs and
more, if you let Me. All those worries and
thoughtsthat torment you, every hit of the nega-
tive can betransformed by My power. You don't
have to live with the attacks of the Enemy, and
you don’t haveto fight his attacks on your own.
I’'m hereto fight for you, and you have My power
at your side. All you haveto doiscall on Me.

3.1 know thebattleisstrong. | know the
Enemy isfighting hard and you'retorn and
barely hanging on. You feel you can’t make it
one more step, one more day, that you can’t
handle any more and you'’ re not good enough,
not strong enough, and just a big failure. The
battleisvery intense and the Enemy isthrowing
all his might into this fight. That's why it's so
hard, My love. You have to realize that the
Enemy hates you, and he tries extra hard to de-
stroy al the good that you do.

4, He sfightingto destroy theprogressthat
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you’'vemadeand istryingto pull you down with
negativethoughtsand comparing thoughts. He
knows those are weak areas, so hereally works
onthemto makethem evenworse. It'slikebeing
caughtinavortex. You'reinthemiddle, getting
thrashed around by the strong current, and
there’sno way out. You can’t fight your way out
—you'’ re not strong enough—but you can reach
up to Meand | will lift you out and deliver you
from being pulled down.

5. You havetolet Meencourageyou. You
havetotruly believe how important you are—
not only toM eper sonally, but toMy wor k. When
| tell you that you have avery important minis-
try, you havetoreceiveit and believeit. It might
just seem like a little job to you and not very
important, especially if youlook around and see
what you think are more important jobs being
held by others, but what you give is of great
importance.

6.1 don't seeyou asafailureinany area. |
seeyou asasuccess, and | want to continueto
useyou even more. You'revery importanttoMe,
just asimportant as anyone else, and your work
and ministry isimportant in My Kingdom, just
as important as anyone else’s. | don't look at
you and think, “Oh, she's not very needed or
important; she doesn't have a very important
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job, so | guess| don't need her.” No, | look at
you and | think, “She's a key person. She's a
pillar because she'sfaithful with My work, so |
know | can count on her. | moved her into that
position and she's dependabl e, she takesiit seri-
ously and is desperate and prayerful. She has a
broken heart for the lost and really cares about
My sheep. Shelovesand givesand iswilling to
sacrifice. Shegivesher al. Sheyieldsandiswill-
ing to learn and keep going. | really need her and
| want to keep using her mightily.”

7. S0, Honey, when you start feeling down
and discour aged about your self, just reach up
for My encouragement. | havelotsof loveand
encouragement for you, and it’snot just words,
but it’sreal. When | tell you that you and your
work areimportant, you haveto believeit; then
you'll be able to receive My encouragement.
But if you brushiit off and don’t listen and think
that’s not the answer, then you won't be able to
receive My help and you'll continue battling
on your own. You have to believe Me when |
tell you that | want to continueto use you might-
ily, that you're loved, important, and needed.
Reach up for My hand of encouragement and
let Melift you up into My arms.

8. The Enemy will try to keep you from
reachinguptoMe. He' Il try tokeep youimpris-
oned in the vortex. But you don’t have to fight
and struggleto get out—let Merescueyou. Sim-
ply rest and trust and believe, and | will calm the
troubled seas. (End of message from Jesus.)

Each Vessel Has Its Weak Spots

9. (Jesus speaking:) You compareyour self
alot, thinkingyou’renot all you should be, that
you'renot good enough for your Lord and for
theservicel’vecalled you todo. Youfed that if
only you had improvement in this area or that
area, you' d be apolished enough vessel to serve
Meintheway you think would be best and most
pleasing in My eyes. But, My love, what you
don't see are that the holes in your vessel and
the less polished areas are what | look tenderly
upon, and what prove your need for Me. These
little notches and holes in your vase are places
where | can put My fingers and get a tighter
grasp onyou, so that when | pour forth through
you, you don’t slip out of My fingersandfall to
the ground because of being so slick and shiny
with your own goodness.

10. Oh, sweet love, let Mereach My fin-
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gersinand hold tightly toyou. Stay within My
grasp. You look at your vessel as compared to
others, and you see others have alonger neck,
awider brim, or asturdier base, but yours seems
rather funky. But, Honey, | madeyou! My hands
formed you, and | created you thus. And I'm
till creating you, changing you, strengthening
you, adding new parts and pieces to your ves-
sel, and molding you to My perfect design.

11. Sowhen you'retempted tocomparewith
another, tolook at another asbeing moretal-
ented, mor ecapableor appealingtoothers, and
you feel soweak and powerlessto attainto these
qualities you wish you had—look to Me, My
love, and let Mewrap My arms around you and
hold you and bear you up and show you things
from My perspective. I'll show you that each
vessel has weak spots, each is in need of Me,
and your weaknesses and lacks are just some-
thing that have caused you to look to Me. Your
weak spots are nothing to be ashamed of before
My eyes. Inyour humility | will lift you up.

12. Themeek shall inherit the Earth and
shall delight themselvesin the abundance of
peace. My peacewill | giveunto you—peaceto
realize that you don’t have to work hard at at-
taining things that are not meant for you to do;
that you don’t have to work at trying to polish
yourself, to make yourself better and more use-
ful for Me. Lieback inMy armsand let Memold
you and create you to be just the vessel | need
youto be. Don't try to work something up; only
leave yourself utterly in My hands, within My
grasp. | will keep you close to Me, and you'll
find that you're just what | need. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

Your Special Calling

13. (Jesusspeaking:) Thegiftsand calling
of God arewithout repentance. Therearemany
members of My Church, but they make up one
body, and upon each member | bestow aunique
set of gifts—gifts of government, gifts of heal-
ing, gifts of prophecy, gifts of teaching, gifts of
helps, gifts of administration, gifts of writing. |
ask each one to use the gifts that I've given
themto the full. Art thou called to be a servant?
Seek not to beloosed. Everyone servesin acer-
tain capacity. Some serve in the kitchen, some
serveintheoffice, some serveintheyard, some
serveintheareaof training children. And just as
| came not to be ministered unto but to serve,




shepherds and leaders also are called to serve
their flocks.

14. Many seek to beloosed from thegifts
and callingsthat | give them. Some that I've
given the gift of helpsor of administration look
in envy at otherswho they think have more glo-
rious ministries, and are jealous of them. This
causes them to be discontent. Thisis a ploy of
the Enemy to bdlittle the gifts and talents that
I’'vegivenyou. | desire for My children to seek
toimproveintheir growth and relationship with
Me, but | don’t want them to be discontent with
theway that I've made them, for I’ vemade them
acertain way that they might fulfill My planand
My will. Somel am calling to be bellwethers, and
they realizewhat ajob and responsibility itis, so
they fight against it. Somel’ m calling to belittle
people, but becausethey think it'smoreimport-
ant to haveamoreglorious ministry, they'redis-
content with theministry I’ m calling themto do.

15. Discontentment isone of theEnemy’s
devicesto get you tonot thank Meand praise
Mefor thegiftsand talentsl’vegivenyou. It's
one of histricksto keep you from accepting the
way that I've made you. I’ ve made each of you
an individual with a unique set of gifts and tal-
ents, that you might supplement the other mem-
bers of the body, so that if all work togetherina
united way, much more can be accomplished
than through one individual, or even two or
three.

16. Although each ministry and responsi-
bility within My Churchisjust asimportant,
it'simportant that each yieldstotheministry
that I’'m callingthem to. | don’t judge by which
ministry you have; | judge by your faithfulness
in the ministry |'ve given you, your obedience
tothecaling |’ vecalled youto, and your accept-
ance of the giftsand talents|’ ve bestowed upon
you for the sake of My work in winning souls
for the Kingdom of Heaven. For thisisMy goal
—to reach the world with My love and My
message, and that | might be glorified.

17.1 giveeach individual limited giftsand
talentsso he or shemight work together with
other individuals, so that no one person gets
the credit and the glory, but that it goesto Me.
Learntorecognizethegiftsand talentsthat I’ ve
given you. Learn to accept the way that I've
made you. Learn to use these gifts for the ben-
efit and furtherance of My Kingdom.

18. Even though comparing often leadsto

being negativeand discour aged about on€' sself,
it hasmany rootsin pride. It feelsit deserves
more. It desiresto do or look or be better or more
appreciated in someway. It longsfor recognition.
It wantsto be best, and bemoansthat itisn’t. As
Lucifer and thefallenangel sfell because of pride,
desire for exaltation, and wanting to take the
glory, even so the Enemy triesto deceive people
by working on the natural human tendencies of
wanting the credit, wanting the glory, wanting
to look good in the eyes of others.

19. But learn, as My faithful messenger
John theBaptist proclaimed, that you must de-
crease, sothat | may increase. Although John
the Baptist had a glorious ministry of proclaim-
ing and preparing My way, he had to yield to
theministry that | called himto—to be My mes-
senger—and thiswas not easy for him. It wasa
sacrificefor him, but hewasfaithful to My call-
ing and faithful to fulfill therolel called himto
play. As aresult, he has gone down in history
as aman of faith and obedience.

20. So recognize your gifts and abidein
your calling, for if you receive the joy, happi-
ness, and contentment of fulfilling My will for
your life, you'll shinebrightly and glorify Me as
aninstrumentin My hands. Yield to My calling,
and receive the peace and contentment that |
have for you. Even though it may require sacri-
ficing what you want to be, or even what you
think | want you to be, you'll see that | know
best, and you' Il find happinessin the fulfillment
of performing My will. You'll stand tall, you'll
glow, and you'll be fulfilled. (End of message
fromJesus.)

Move At Your Own Pace

21. (Jesusspeaking:) Whileit may seem to
you that thebalancestip unfairly onedirection
or another in your lifeor in thelifeof another,
in My eyesall isfair and just. | give each per-
son what they need. It may not always be what
you want or comein theway that you want, but
it's what you need. Whether seeming to be a
blessing or a burden, each experienceis a gift
from My hand, and each happening is part of
the plan on the map I’ ve laid out for your life.

22. You havetomovefrom placetoplacein
order toreach your final destination, and so
does every other person. At times your lives
seem to intersect, and you feel that you' retrav-
eling on the same path, so the conditions should




bethe samefor both of you. Butin fact thereare
times when | have each person make a slight
turn or detour, or | alter their path somewhat so
that you’ re not going at the same pace or com-
pletely in the same direction.

23. Everyoneismovingforward toward the
goal. Thegoal isfor all to draw closer toMeand
to become stronger in My Spirit, but | usediffer-
ent thingsin different livesto achieve that goal.
Your makeup isunique, different than any other
person’s, and the things that | need to do to
remakeyou, to helpyoulearn all that | need you
tolearn, aredifferent fromthethings! doinany
other person’slife. So the only way to be happy
and content is to truly let go of comparing. Do
not analyze, observe or study thelives of others
to see how their personalities compare with
yours, how their relationships compare with
yours, or how their jobs compare with yours.

24.1t'sgood tounder stand, tohaveinsight,
tolearn from what otherslearn; it'snot good
to measureyour experiences, your battlesor your
blessings against theirs. For one, there is so
much that you don’t know, that you don’t see or
understand; and second, you don’'t know My
plan or the purpose | have in each thing. What
seems to you to be a blessing that you' re miss-
ing out on may be part of a burden that another
person bears. (End of message from Jesus.)

25. (Jesusspeaking:) Don't get into acom-
petitive or comparing spirit, thinking that
othersaredoing mor e, and ther efor eyou need
topush harder. Themethod I’ ve put within your
nature, of moving along steadily and surely,
plodding away faithfully and consistently rather
than racing forward spurred by bursts of en-
ergy, istheway | would have you work and be.

26. You dowhat you can—noless, and no
mor e—and usethegiftsl’ vegiven you tofulfill
theministries|’vegiven you. Don't worry that
you' re not doing enough or that you’ d be more
useful if you just had this or that talent or at-
tribute. If you' rebeing prayerful, which you are;
if your plansand methods are confirmed by Me,
whichthey are; if you' re putting Mefirst, which
you are; if you're following instructions from
your overseers, which you are—then you’'re
doing what | would have you to do, and you
don't need to fret about whether it's enough or
worry about how others perceive you.

27. Fill therolel’ve given you well, and

find contentment in thethought that |’ vear-
ranged it especially for you. Let yourself be
happy in what you’ re happy in. You worry too
much and you expect too much from yourself
sometimes. Eachworker, withtheir particular gifts
and style, makes up a part of the whole. The
vision is not for everyone to be the same or for
all to imitate the work habits, style, or speed of
others. Thevisionisfor everyoneto follow Me
at thepaceandinthedirection | lead them. Only
thenwill al run smoothly and al needsbefilled.
Remember that and bear itin mind whentheEnemy
temptsyou to compare your talentsor how much
you get done with others. Just don’t. Block it
out. I’'m thankful for you asyou are, and so are
your loved ones and shepherds, so you bethank-
ful aswell, okay? (End of message from Jesus.)

Mama’s Comparing Battles
28.(Mama:) Asyou know, I’ vehad somecom-
paring battles. I’ ve often said that |’ ve battled
wishing the L ord had made me morethisway or
that way. Here's something that the Lord gave
me once when | was having battles about not
being more el oquent and abetter public speaker,
comparing my talentsin thisareato Peter’s.

29. (Jesusspeaking:) | am HeWhodistrib-
utesthegifts, and | giveto each and every per-
son the giftsthat he needsfor what I’ ve chosen
him to do.

30. Tothosewhoarecalledtosing| givea
musical gift, and they'retousethistowin souls
through music. Thosewho havethe gift of writ-
ing have been given thisgift so they might write
to win souls. Those who are good with children
have been given this gift so they may raise the
prophets. Thosewho are able to draw have been
given this gift so they may win souls for Me
with their drawing. | know each of My children
and I've allotted to each person his or her par-
ticular gifts, and | make no mistakes. Don't think
you do not have a gift. All have giftsin varying
numbers and degrees, and | did not makeamis-
take when | allotted you your gifts.

31. You havetofind your gift and be con-
tent with it, and usewhat I’ ve given you towin
souls. | fashioned you before you were born
and | knew what gifts| would givetoyou. If you
were created to be eloquent, know that | would
have given you this gift. You are eloguent
enough for what you need to be and do, but be-



causeyou compare, you get discouraged, think-
ing that you're not as eloguent as you would
liketo be. But you' refashioned perfectly for what
I’vedesigned youfor. You' renot aBilly Graham;
you have adifferent ministry and adifferent call-
ing.

32. It doesn’t matter how eloquent you are.
You could bethemost brilliant orator of al time,
but if you didn’t have the Spirit, it would be
nothing. But if you’ re anointed with My power,
then the few words that you speak will be pow-
erful and anointed and they will have spirit and
life. It'snot how eloquent you are; it'sMy Spirit
that makesthe difference.

33.1’vegiven you other gifts, very special
gifts. I’ve given you My anointing and mantle
and a special senseto know where My Spiritis
leading. You can senseit and fedl it inyour heart.
You have aspecia intuition and very keen spiri-
tual earsto hear the whispers of My voice deep
in your heart. I've given you a specia senseto
be able to feel the hearts of others, a specia
feeling of empathy and sympathy. I’ vegivenyou
ashepherd’s heart, which isagreat gift. It's not
the day of grand evangelism; it's the day of
loving shepherds. To be ableto know My sheep
and what they need and what they'refeeling is
aspecial gift. It takes specia love, and | have
givenyou thislove. Loveisagift.

34. Therearemany gifts—thegift of elo-
guence, thegift of art, thegift of music, thegift
of writing—but thegift of love, from My Own
heart to yours, isthe greatest and most pre-
cious. Your special connectionwith Meisagreat
gift. I'm giving you the gift of being able to
touch each of My sheep personally in spirit, to
be able to know and understand the grassroots.
The things that you say are eloquent enough
and are anointed of Me.

35. You already have so many important
giftstokeep you busy. If you aso had the gift of
eloguence, it would crowd out some of the most
important giftsof listening and communing with
Me, sensing My direction, sensing My Spirit,
sensing what the children need, and your dis-
cernment and your gift of love. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

Comparing in Teamworking

36. (Jesusspeaking:) There'shound tobe
some comparing when you work and liveand
oper ateclosely together. It’s partly an occupa-
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tional hazard. But when any member of ateam-
work beginsto ook too much at what the other
is doing and compare themselves unfavorably,
the Enemy can use it against them to weaken
them. What could betheir strength asateamwork
—working unitedly, each abiding in their call-
ing, being thankful for their special giftsand tal-
ents and seeing My hand and how I’'m using
them to do My will—could turn into discour-
agement and aloss of faith.

37. TheEnemy lovestofind any opening of
negative compar ingto causequestions, doubts,
and littler esentmentsabout theway |’ vecre-
ated you, even little resentments about others
and how | choose to use them. His attacks
through negative comparing slowly chip away
at your foundation of faith until you find it diffi-
cult to believe My promises to you, that I've
anointed you for your calling, that I've gifted
you and chosen you and am well pleased with
your service and love for Me.

38. The Enemy can also usethisnegative
channe and comparingto causeyou tofind fault
with and criticize others, to draw back and try
to do things on your own, because he has you
convinced that you need to prove yourself on
your own, that others don’t respect you and
valueyour counsel. These arelies of the Enemy
and the fruit of negative comparing. He attacks
with inner battles of frustration, fear of failure,
loneliness, and discouragement. He attacks your
channel with Me, and once he'sfound aninroad
through negative comparing and has weakened
you through listening to his lies and miscon-
ceptions, he tries to weaken your connection
with Me so that you begin to wonder about My
love for you, My wisdom, My plans, and how |
choose to do things.

39. He attacks your spirit and tries to
weaken you to thepoint that you’ll put down
your weapons of war and even forsake your
crown of service—the responsibility that I've
given you, along with the gifts and anointing to
do it. He wants to cause you to doubt My love,
My Word, and My wisdom. It's hisgoal to pull
you down, to destroy your faith in Me and My
Word through thisslow weakening of your spirit.

40. If hecan get you to believethat others
aremoreloved by M e, aregiven moreresponsi-
bility, aremoretrusted, are better, moregifted, or
more spiritual—if he can get youto believethese
lies, it will Slowly eat away at your faithto come



to Me for My perspective and My answers.
You'll then give up on yourself and figure that
you’ re not even worthy of My timeor ableto be
used by Me. Hisgoal isto stop you from being
open and receptive to the things that | want to
show you, and if he can cause you to feel nega-
tive about yourself or others, he knowsthat you
won't have the faith to come to Me and truly
believe the things that | say.

41.1'veanointed you in a special way for
thethings| want you todo. | loveyou for who
you are, for theway I’ ve created you. I’ m pleased
with your faithfulnessand lovefor Me. | seethe
many sacrifices you continually make to serve
Me and please Me. You' re avessel of honor, of
quality, and onethat I’ ve chosen to perform My
will. I vegiven you ateamwork of memberswho
arelike-minded, who area so gifted by Me, who
I’vealso chosenfor their particul ar place of ser-
vice. Each personisgiven acrown to wear, and
one person is not better than another, but all
must work together in order to accomplish the
task of shepherding, leading, and guiding My
Family.

42. You must fight thisattack of theEnemy
on your spirit and givenoplaceto him. Youmust
see its seriousness—that it’s not just a little
negative thinking or comparing, but that the
Enemy’sgoal isto weaken your spirit to the point
that he can render you ineffective by causing
you to doubt your place of service, and to doubt
Me. Fight the Enemy’slies! Take astrong stand
against every single negative thought and com-
parison and replace it with the truth—that I’ ve
gifted youintheway that | want you to be gifted,
and that I’ m using you to accomplish My will.

43, Seek thehédp and prayer sof your team-
mates. Be open and honest with them so that they
can support you in prayer and fight for you.
They need you and | need you to carry on in
your important work. You must fight for positive
thoughts, for a positive outlook on every situ-
ation. Commit yourself to seeking Me and My
perspective on things whenever you find your-
self battling with the Enemy’s lies. Ask Me to
replacethe Enemy’s perspectivewith thetruth—
and then accept it, believeit, and act upon it.

44.1 will help you and déliver you from this
attack of theEnemy. I'll giveyouthe anointing
needed to fight this battle, but you must use the
new weapons, receive My Words of truth, and
fight! These are days of intense battle for many

of My children, because the forces of evil have
been unleashed upon the world. The Enemy has
been given moreleeway and heisnolonger con-
fined to his former boundaries, and because of
thisyou' Il see hisgreater attacks on your spirit.
| must allow it to be so for now, asit’s part of the
process of ushering in the era of action and of
greater works.

45, Thevictory will bewon if you fight on.
There is much ahead of you, My precious one,
much that | havefor you to do, so don’t give up
thefight now and don’t faint in your mind. Come
to Me, trust Me, and let Me strengthen you and
give you the anointing you need for this battle.
I will bring you through aseven finer gold, more
precious than before—more trusting, more be-
lieving, an even better vessel in My hand, if you
hold fast to your faith and fight. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

Godly Comparing Can Be Good

46. (Jesus speaking:) Some competition, a
littlebit of comparing or that feeling of Godly
jealousy, can begood and useful. | canuseit to
enhance your relationship with Me and to moti-
vateyou to draw closer to Me and become more
intimatewith Me.

47.1f oneteamwor ker seesthat another is
progressing in their walk with Me and their
relationship with M e, and isdrawing closer to
thespirit world, receiving answersfromthe spirit,
and is being directed and guided by Me, and
they have that feeling that they should likewise
be morein tune with Me or closer to Me, thisis
good. Thosefeelings or twinges of competitive-
ness or Godly jealousy are not bad, but some-
thing that | can use to keep you following hard
after Me. | likethat.

48.1t’sanatural tendency that I’ veput in
theheart of man towant to do good, towant to
please, toexce, toachieve, and towin victories.
Those of the world strive to excel in their own
right, to promote themselves, to appear better
than their neighbors, to get the credit and ap-
plause for themselves. They want to do good
for themselves so that they can feel better about
themselves, or fed that they’re better than the
next guy.

49, It’snot good tostrivemery out of pride
or to gain honor, but if you have alittle bit of
that feeling of comparing or competitivenessand
it motivates you to please Me, to do that which



isright in My sight, to obey Me, to follow My
will, to put My Wordsinto practice, and it draws
you closer to Me and to your brethren, then this
is good.

50. Each person hastheir own talentsand
gifts, which | will useto thefullest. | will use
you to help and support each other. | will use
that little bit of Godly jealousy or competitive-
ness to enhance My work and to enhance your
ability towork well together, to make progress,
and winvictoriesin My work.

51. Soaslongasit sayson ahealthy, Godly
level and doesn’t get out of hand or reach the
point where peoplefeel hurt or upset or offended
or discouraged or actually get too jealous or
too competitive, then | can use a little bit of
Godly comparing! | canuseittowinvictoriesin
your personal lives and in your teamwork to-
gether. But if it seemsto get alittle out of lineat
some time, then you need to pray for My help
to keep it in line and under subjection to My
Spirit. (End of message from Jesus.)

My Unsung Heroes

52. (Jesusspeaking:) | know, My precious
one, that you often feel soincapable. Youwon-
der how anyone could love you or need you, or
how you could be used to supply the needs of
another, becauseyou fed likeyou fumblearound
and you make so many mistakes. You feel that
you're not smart enough or quick enough or
gifted enough. But I’'m here today to tell you
that you don't see it as you should. You don’t
seeit as] do, nor do you seeit asthose who love
you see it. There are so many qualities about
you that | love and that | need, and these quali-
ties are gifts from My hand—blessings in dis-
guise. You haven't yet learned to easily recognize
these giftsand blessings, but with timeyou will.

53.1 will help you tofed morecompletein
Me, to seeyour place and your calling more
clearly sothat you can makeyour calling and
election sureand find peacein your heart and
mind. I’ve made you a servant of all, but don’t
despise this place. Was | not also a servant of
all? Did | not come seeking to serverather than
to be served? Did | not live to bring others joy,
health, and happiness? | made Myself of no repu-
tation. | wasahumble man who wal ked amongst
the poor. | gave bread to the needy. | reached
out a healing hand to those in pain. | helped to
carry the load of those who were downtrodden.
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54. My lifeand ministry wasthat of a ser-
vant, for | had cometo seek and saveothers.In
many ways | was what you would call an un-
sung hero—one who did not receive the praise
and recognition that was his due. Only those
who knew Me well and could see and sense
things in the spirit knew the truth of what was
going on. So it is today that many of My chil-
dren who lead what ook like rather quiet, un-
eventful, less-than-spectacular lives, who have
ministriesthat are not in the limelight, are also
unsung heroes. They may receivelittleacclaim
or recognition on Earth, but are known as true
heroesin My Heavenly realm. On Earth, how-
ever, only those who see and sense and under-
stand the ways of the spirit can see the great-
ness and the tremendous value of these, My
precious unsung heroes.

55. For | judgenot by theglory of man or
by thegreatnessof theworksof hishands, but
| judgetheheart, and what meansthemost to
Meislove—unselfishness, giving, caring for
others, humility. | do not compare onewith an-
other, but | take each of My precious brides as
an individual and | reward you and honor you
and blessyou. Not in comparison with someone
else—their giftsor their apparent fruitfulness—
but | judge each one by their faithfulness, loy-
alty, dedication, desperation, yieldedness, and
by how much of themselves and their heart and
their own waysand wishesthey'vegiventoMe.

56. You areoneof My unsung her oes, but
you just don’t realizeit. You seeyourself asso
small, ailmost insignificant. You feel that you
could hardly make achangeinthelivesof those
around you, much less in the world and in the
bigger picture. But | reassure you, | promise
you, | giveyou My Word that your placein My
Kingdom, in My Endtime work, is one of great
value and importance.

57.1 haveMy hand on you and I'mlovingly
shaping you as soft, sweet-smelling clay into
thevessel that | long for you to be. But if My
hands are to have full sway, then you must re-
sist the Enemy’sliesand the temptation that you
oftenfeel to be discouraged, to think negatively
about yourself, to compare yourself with others,
and to feel that you come up short. For when
you do these things, it causes you to sink into
the depths of despair, and then you lose your
Halloween wheel; you lose your power to resist
the Enemy.



58. When you find your self complaining,
thinking negatively about your self, or feeling
that you’'rewor thlessand you havenothingto
offer, you must recognizethat theseareliesof
the Enemy. You' ve grown accustomed to these
negative thought patterns, so you're comfort-
able with them and you feel that that's just the
way you are. But you must learn to seethese as
decoys, detours, and distractions of the Enemy.
He seeks to put roadblocks in your path to de-
lay you, slow you down, and even stop you, if
it were possible, from becoming the person that
I’ ve destined you to be.

59.1 know it’ seasy tobecomeimpatient, to
feel that you haven’t yet found your place or
your calling, and it makes you feel unfulfilled,
unchallenged, and dissatisfied, especially when
you look around at otherswho seem much more
suited for what they’ redoing. It lookslikethey're
really going places and doing something that
counts, really making adifference. You feel that
what you do by comparison is so minimal that
anybody could do it. But that’s not true! “ Any-
body” could not do it, because I’ ve chosen you
todo so. Thisisyour special place, your special
work, your special ministry for the time being,
and without you there would be aloss, a void,
and thingswould not be the same. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

Q:

60. How does this fit in with the fact
that none of us are indispensable? Even
though the Lord has chosen us for a par-
ticular place and ministry, if necessary He
can also raise up someone to take our
place who may end up doing a better job.

Jesus:

61. It is true that each person is de-
signed for the job | have chosen them to
do, and that without them there would be
aloss and things would not be the same.
And it is also true that no one is indispens-
able.

62. These are not contradictory state-
ments; they are simply true in different cir-
cumstances, like My counsel to answer not
a fool according to his folly in one situation,
but to answer him in such a way in another
situation. Both are true; only the situation
varies.

63. | design and prepare you for the
job I'have for you, nurturing you with great
care until you are ready for both the re-
sponsibility and the anointing. If you were
to give all that up, it would be a loss to My
work and a loss for you.

64. However, | cannot permit My work
to fail, so just as | prepared you for your
job, lwill prepare another for the job, be-
cause My plan will not be defeated. Also,
in My Kingdom the anointing comes with
the job or responsibility, so one who de-
parts a job often loses that anointing and it
is taken up by the one who comes to re-
place them. The latter may have less expe-
rience and may need to grow into a knowl-
edge of how to use or apply the anointing,
but it is theirs nonetheless.

65. Thus do My methods work, and
thus can | say that all are necessary and
important while none are indispensable.
(End of message from Jesus.)

Defining Comparing and Jealousy
66. (Jesusspeaking:) | want totakethetime

totalk toyou about acoupleof thingsthat hinder
you from livingup toyour full potential—com-
paring and jealousy. In your case, they’re one
and the same. Jealousy is a strong term, and |
know that you don’t think that you' re jeal ous of
others, just that you compare with them and look
downonyourself. Sol'll explain moreabout what
jealousy is, besideshow you understand the word.

67. Did you know that one of thewaysthat
jealousy ismanifested isby afear of beingre-
placed by others? That should help you under-
stand that you' re battling jealousy. Jealousy is
being apprehensive of losing your position or
others' affection. Jealousy is what causes you
to be unhappy or resentful that others accom-
plish more than you, and to wonder why | don’t
make it easier for you. Jeal ousy makes you en-
vious of the success of othersin their work, in
their personal life, intheir relationswith others,
and even in their relationship with Me.

68. Jealousy makes you inclined to sus-
pect other s motives, and thenin fear, pushfar
away from those who have talents in the areas
I’ ve asked you to work in, because you worry
that they will eventually replace you. You should
instead allow yourself to rejoice for thework’s




sake when they’re being productive; don't fear
that your encouragement will spark an even
greater enthusiasm in them to be better and thus
surpass you.

69. Your jealousy hascrept up on you be-
causeof your apprehensions, which comefrom
your lack of faith and from your vigilant guard-
ing of your position, whichisalso alack of faith
that | will keep you in the center of My will.

70. MinistriesareMinealonetogiveand
take, and | need you todowhat you'redoing at
thistime. Sodon’t worry, My love. You struggle
so hard to keep up with al that I’ ve asked you
to do and you take too much on yourself, even
to the hurt of your timeswith Me. In doing this
you forget that | want to do it, not you; you're
just My channel, My hands, ameans for Meto
accomplishMy will.

71. Don’t worrythat I’'m goingtoleaveyou
in thecold. I will not allow someoneto replace
you in your work for Meiif it's not in My best
interests and yours as well. | will not cast you
out of My service just because someone elseis
“better” thanyou. | havethebig pictureinmind,
and | know who needs to do what. There's so
much work to be done that there will always be
work for you—aslong asyou' rewilling to take
iton.

72.My love, thereisnoneed tocompare, no
need for jealousy. | see how you look at others
who seem to be so much more accomplished
than you, others with shining, glorious minis-
tries who seem so organized, have such good
suggestions, ideas, and talents, and you won-
der how you'll ever be ableto keep up with them
or please Me. But you don’t haveto. | don’'t ask
you to. | don’'t want you to. | want you to be
who | made you to be and to accomplish what |
ask you to do.

73. Doingwhat needsto bedonefrom day
today and beingaholy holeisthemost useful
ministry you could possibly have, and one of
thebest abilitiesisavailability. | don’tlook for
natural abilities, though | can use those who
have them and who arewilling, but | look for the
heart that loves Me and wants Me and is will-
ing to do anything | want them to do because of
their love for Me. In you | have found such a
person, so rejoice!

74. Fight to overcomeyour feelingsof low-
linessand of comparing, for | don’t seethings
the way you do. | seethrough the eyes of love,

and I’ ve been blessed to hold your heart that
you have placed in My hands. | don’t just look
at your accomplishments; | look at your love,
your incentives, and motivations. | look at your
desire to please Me. | look at the quality time
that you devote to others. | look at how you've
increased the talents that I’ ve given you. Faith-
fulness, love and obedience were all | asked of
you, and you gave Methat with azeal that pleased
Me. You did the best that you could and the
most that you could with what | gave you, and
because of that | will now entrust you with more
and | will helpyoudoit.

75. Pleasedon’t look at othersand think
that | would loveyou moreif you wereas”im-
portant” asthem, or that you would be more
favored being the only one who can do what
you do, or if people only knew all the behind-
the-scenes work that you do daily. Continue
doing what you see needsto bedone. You'reall
My workers doing My work, and each aspect is
vital. In My eyesyour work isjust asimportant
as anyone else’s, because if you didn’'t do your
job, there would be aholein My work. (End of
message from Jesus.)

Smiling for the Joys of Others

76. (Dad speaking:) There satemptation
tofed that thelL ord doesn’t loveyou very much,
or that somehow you'renot doingwell, oryou're
not asgood in His eyes, when He blesses some-
one else with something or allows something
good to happen to them which hasn’t happened
to you. The Enemy can use comparing and get
you to think that you' re not receiving the same
blessing because you're not good enough, not
really very loved after all, not doing a good
enough job, and all those terrible lies. But the
truthisthat you are loved. It'sjust that the other
person needed to feel that particular touch of
the Lord’s love, or needed that blessing more
than you did at the time.

77.TheLord doesn’t passpeopleby and
forget to blessthem and givethem thethings
they appreciateand that makethem happy. If
you're faithfully serving Him, He'll bless you
and reward you and cause you to have the
things that make you happy too. He loves you
very much and has blessed you with many good
things, and has allowed you to have many won-
derful experiences. But you can’t haveall your
blessings at the same time. He has to spread
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them out and give them to you when He knows
it'sbest and whenyou'll really appreciate them.

78. You haveno way of knowingwhat an-
other person may begoingthrough, thebattles
that they might befighting, and theattacksof
the Enemy. So when you see someone else re-
celveablessing fromtheLord, don’t look at it as
if they’ remoreloved or appreciated and you're
just being left out. That’swhat the Enemy would
like you to think, because then he knows it can
lead to you feeling resentful, to losing thejoy of
the Lord, and looking on the negative side in-
stead of the positive side of all the wonderful
things the Lord does for you.

79. TheL ord rewardsand blessespeople
accordingtotheir need, their faithfulnessand
their obedience, and Hedoesn't for get anyone.
So if you see someone being blessed, just know
it's their time and He has a reason for blessing
them with that particular thing, and not you. But
it doesn’t mean that He doesn’t think you're as
wonderful and deserving of His blessings. It's
just that He has to treat each person differently
according to their needs and what He knowsis
best.

80. It can beatest, but thebest way to pass
itistoresist theurgetocompareand worry and
feel bad becauseyou’renot receivingthat par-
ticular blessing. Trust the Lord that He knows
what He'sdoing, He knows how you' refeeling,
and if you passthetest cheerfully and keep trust-
ing Him, your turn for a blessing will come
around. He loves you and doesn’'t want to do
anything to hurt you. Have faith and trust that
Helovesyou just asmuch. Trust in Hiswisdom
and timing as to when He blesses you for your
faithfulness and obedience. And remember,
when your turn comesaround to receive abless-
ing, someone else might be going through the
same test, so be loving and prayerful and en-
courage them that their turn will come. (End of
message fromDad.)

81. (Dad speaking:) It’spretty tough to see
someone get to do something you would just
lovetodo, and I’'m sorry about that. It'shuman
natureto compare, but it rarely does much good.
Usually it just leadsto discontentment and sor-
row. You have to try real hard to see thingsin
the spirit as the Lord sees them, and know that
He only givesthings in the measure He knows
is best—the good and the seemingly bad. The

Lord operates on the principle “unto each ac-
cording to hisneed,” asthe Bible explains. But
it'svery, very difficult for humansto seeall the
background as to why the Lord allows certain
things and then doesn't allow others.

82. TheLord worksin every singleindi-
vidual lifejust asHe seesisbest. Thisisavery
deep question—that of why the Lord allows
some things and doesn’t allow other things.

83. You havetotakeit by faith, because
therearesomany detailsastowhy Hedoesa
particular thingin someone slifethat you don’t
under stand, and it would take too long to ex-
plain all the background every time. And some-
times even if you had all the timein the world,
you wouldn’t quite grasp or understand, just
because your life and theirs are very different.
So the Lord usually just asks you to take it by
faith and to ask Him specifically about your own
situation. You may not come away from your
timewith Him fully understanding every detail,
but Hewill tell you what you need to know that
will give you enough understanding and faith
to not let these things get you down. (End of
message fromDad.)

Comparing and Familiarity

84. (Froma WS staff member:) Theother
day | wasprayingand theL ord brought tolight
something| hadn’t under stood. Therehavebeen
timeswhen I’ vefound myself not receiving what
othersare saying, whether personally or in meet-
ings. | was bothered seeing others shine, and |
was rejecting their wordsfor no reason. | asked
the Lord about this reaction I’ ve had at times,
and He said:

85. (Jesusspeaking:) Ther g ection you fed
inside you at times like thisis the result of
building bad habits. You' vefed your heart with
selfishness by letting comparing into your life.
This causes you to be cold toward others and
even reject the simplest words they share. By
comparing with others, you take their words as
rivalry and open the door to sensitivity, which
can't take seeing them shine for Me. This spirit
always looks for the wrong in othersinstead of
the good that comes from Me in each of you.

86. Thisisanother weapon the Enemy is
using nowadaysin order todivideand conquer—
letting in comparing thoughts, and therefore
negative thinking that tears others down and

11



doesn't let them shine. | want you to bewarm and
to welcome others into your heart. As soon as
you do thisyou'’ |l seethe differencein people's
attitudes toward you, but this needs humility in
order towork.

87.1t’snot anatural thing for human be-
ingsto freely give, for it’stheir natureto be
selfish. But if you cometo Meinyieldedness, |
can makeall thingswork inlove and harmony. It
will becomeeasier for youto giveand to receive
from others. (End of message from Jesus.)

Encouraging a Comparer

88. (Mama:) Her € ssomecounsd fromthe
Lord given tothe parentsof ayoungwoman
who faced intensecomparing battles. Thesame
principles of encouragement and lifting up the
good are worth putting into practice with any of
your loved ones who struggle with this weak-
ness. L ove and encouragement can do wonders!
Of coursg, it's up to the person to accept that
encouragement if it's to do any good, but often
the morethey hear something good about them-
selves, themorelikely they areto believeit. So
do your part to abolish comparing by freely
showing appreciation and giving sincere com-
pliments.

89. (Dad speaking:) Tell her she'sbheauti-
ful! Help her believe in herself, because there
are alot of voices trying to pull her down. Be
strong voices on the other side that she can
hold on to until she learns to reject and rebuke
those evil voices.

90. Encour age her tolet thelight in. Tell
her to hold on to the good things, the positive
things, and to throw all that other stuff over-
board. Tell her she's got alight to shine. She's
got lots inside to pour out; she can be a little
light to shine on others. | know she doesn’t feel
likeit, shedoesn’t even want to doiit, but that’ Il
beared key for her. If she started thinking about
how she could inspire others, she'd be abeauti-
ful ingpiration. But alot of that has got to come
from her, | know, and you have beenright in not
pushing her.

91. Takeher inyour armsand tell her she's
beautiful, and then pretty soon she'll believeit.
Tell her she'suseful to the Lord, and shewill be.
You might haveto speak faith for her so she can
get the idea, and then flow along with it. But
don’'t giveup! She'll beall right.

92. Alot of her trialsarethesameasfor a
lot of other young people. They think they're
the ugliest things that God ever made and wish
they could just disappear, become a speck on
the windowpane or a fly in the corner of the
ceiling; they wish they weren't even there!
There has to come a time when they learn to
forget all of that and simply ride with it—ride
with the enjoyment of life, the happy things, the
good things, the positive things; to let go and
enjoy themselvesand the L ord, and let His hap-
piness flow through’ m; to just let go of al that
damn doubtful despairing disillusionment of the
Devil.

93. Sodon’t worry, but you might haveto
fight for her. People like that need lots of en-
couragement, and then they’ll blossom! Tell
them about their good qualities enough, and
eventually they’ Il believeit. She'll believeit when
you encourage her. Sometimes she's just wait-
ing to hear some reassurance; she's fishing a
little bit. That's what they do. But that's okay;
just give her the answer that she needsand she'll
comearound. She'll pull through. (End of mess-
age fromDad.)

A Good Enough Reason?

94. (Question:) In* Prophecieson L eader -
ship” it seemsthat most propheciesthat touch
on comparing major on thefact that You don't
compareusto each other, so why should we?
There are, of course, very good pointsin those
messages that definitely help. Unfortunately,
however, | think some of us, like me, are not so
pure in our motives or so spiritually minded.
Okay, it helpsto know that You don’'t compare
us to others and that we don’t have to worry if
we'renot asgood at thisor that, or not as smart
or beautiful or whatever, becauseit won't make
You loveusless. That'scomforting. But, onthe
other hand, that knowledge alone doesn’t ex-
actly take away the problem.

95. What if our reason for comparing has
nothingtodowith worryingabout whether we're
pleasing You or not, or worryingthat we' rego-
ing to get less of areward? What if we'rejust
comparing amongst ourselves because we wish
we were different, or would like to be better at
this or that, or more beautiful, or whatever, just
for our own sake and persona happiness?| know
that soundsterrible, because the whole purpose
for everything we do should be to please You,
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Jesus. But the fact is that there are plenty of
other reasonsfor comparing trialsbesidesworry-
ing about whether we' re good enough for You. |
know I’'m not, and | know You love me anyway;
yet why do | still compare so much?

96. In my case, it's not necessarily con-
cern for what other swill think, either. Half the
timel couldn’t carelesswhat my peers think of
me. It'sjust that | believel would be happier and
have abetter lifeif | were different—and would
probably, because of that, be able to serve You
better because | wouldn't be so discouraged and
battling al thetime. | feel | need abetter argument
against comparing than that “the Lord doesn’t
compare, so you shouldn’t either.” Somehow
that just doesn’t cut it for me.

97. (Jesusspeaking:) I f you wereperfectin
spirit beforeM e, then theonly thing that would
truly matter toyou would bethat you wer epleas-
ing Me. The knowledge that | don’t compare
you with others and that | love you no matter
what would then relieve al battles of envy and
comparison. Yet | know your frame, | understand
that you're dust, and | have compassion upon
your carnal thoughts and questions. | too was
inaframelikeyours, and | know thefeglingsand
battles that come upon you.

98. | under stand the desireof theflesh to
want tobebetter, stronger, morebeautiful, more
gifted. It's part of human nature to compare, to
be competitive, and for many it's also a deeply
ingrained habit. | realize that ssmply reassuring
you of My love and concern for youwill not rid
you of this habit once and for all, especialy if
it'svery deeply entrenched inyou. Nevertheless,
the truth of the matter is that the more you be-
lieve in and accept My love for you, and the
more you learn to value Me and My love and
thethings of My Spirit aboveall, thelessyou'll
find reason to compare.

99. Therelatively trivial things of life—
your looks, your body, your skillsand abilities
—will fadeintothebackground asthethings
of trueimportancetake on greater meaning
for you. Nor will you compare even as far as
spiritual gifts such as prophecy, wisdom, dis-
cernment, insght, etc., for you'll realizethat what
matters most to Me, to others, and even to you,
is love—your love for Me, My love for you,
your love for others, and their love for youl

100. Besidesthat, though, therearemany

other valid arguments| can providethat are
good reasonsnot to compar e—not least of which
isfor the sake of your own happiness and peace
of mind. Those who learn to be content and
who accept what they're given don’t struggle
as much inwardly as those who have not yet
found that place of yieldedness and acceptance.
Those who constantly compare, examine, ob-
serve and analyze everything in search of some
hidden meaning often come to very unhappy
conclusions and lead very unhappy lives.

101. Theviceof comparingislikeavirus
that comesand wrapsitsef around your thought
patternsand weavesitself into so many facets
of your lifethat it seemsto bealmost onewith
you. It's almost not possible for those who are
caughtinitsgripto realizethat life can belived
any other way; you find it difficult to believe
that you can truly befreefromit. You see others
who don’'t seem to compare, and you're filled
with envy and yet more comparison, because
you either don’t understand how they’ ve man-
aged to not think that way, or you think that the
reason they don’t compare is because they're
SO superior to you and many others that they
have no need to.

102. Thetruth isthat thecomparing bug
is present to some extent within everyone's
natur e, yet you haveachoiceastohow much
you allow it to prosper. You can either shut it
out, block it out, and “think happy thoughts’
instead, or you can feed the little bug, giveit a
happy home, and let it thrive, grow, and multi-
ply. Really, though, the one it hurts the most is
you. It also hurts others around you, because
no matter how much they love you or care about
you, no one likes to be around someonewho is
constantly making negative comments, putting
themselvesdown, criticizing themselves, or criti-
cizing others.

103. Comparing will, in duetime, drive
friendsand loved onesaway from you, because
they’ll either become exasperated with trying to
help you and encourage you when you refuse
to be helped, or because they feel the bad vibes
of you always comparing with them and envy-
ing what they have.

104. Often thosewho compar efeel unlov-
ableand unlovely. Yet by thisconstant compari-
sonyou only increasethe vicious cycle by mak-
ing yourself less lovable and lovely through
constantly putting yourself down. You've seen
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how over the past couple of yearsyou’ vegrown
in this area, to where you say and think less
negatively of yourself, and how, by the same
token, people seem to like you more, and you
feel more confident in their love and assured
that they do indeed care about you.

105. In your case, you had gotten encour -
agement and love befor e to some degr ee, but
through the closeness and intimacy of a per-
sonal relationship, as well as establishing very
deep friendshipsthrough difficult times, you came
to realize the deep love and concern that others
have for you, as well as to understand the way
they seeyou. Thishelped you redlizethat you're
not so terrible after all, and that you have some-
thing to give. Yet you also had to make a deci-
sion around this same time to try to stop com-
paring, and to accept the love you were shown.

106. You could havehar dened your sdif toiit
and refused to accept it, and in sodoing, also
refused to accept theloveand friendship that
wer e being offered to you. But you made the
right choice; you decided to fight and movefor-
ward down the humble road, and your life has
gotten the better for it. You till have remnants
of the comparing mindset, but little by little, as
you learn to love Me more deeply and trust Me
more fully, in time more and more of these very
thin but strong tentacles that have woven them-
selvesthroughout the fabric of your makeup are
being loosened and removed, until at last you'll
find yourself free of their grasp.

107. You wonder why you'renot freeyet
and why | didn’t freeyou completely, and why
many otherswho al so struggle with comparing
battlesdon’t find total deliverance once and for
all. Well, | givethe victory when you come be-
fore Me and desperately seek My help through
united prayer and taking a stand against the
Enemy. Yet in order to fully rid yourself of a
habit or thought pattern, | require your coop-
eration, your fight, and your resistance.

108. By natureyou’reabit stubborn; you
don’t let go of thingseasily, and it’sbeen diffi-
cult for you tobecompletely accepting or com-
pletely trustingin every area of your life. You
want to believe everything | say and to let go
and trust Me fully, but it's so hard for you.
You're so used to your mindsets that even
though you don't like them and they cause you
trials, you feel that you wouldn’'t even know
yourself without them, that you wouldn’t be

you. Well, that’s nothing to fear so terribly, isit?
| can make you into something better! Isn’t that
what you' ve always wanted?

109. Isn’t that why you do so much compar -
ing, becauseyou want to bea better, lovelier,
mor e pleasant, mor e useful, more talented,
more loved person? Well, that'sjust what I'm
trying to make you into! No, I'm not going to
giveyou amagic pill that putsyou to sleep and
then wake you up looking like amovie star, with
the personality of atalk show host, the IQ of an
Einstein, wisdom like Solomon’s, and a gift of
prophecy like Daniel’s. But | can makeyouinto
someone who is the perfect vessel of My love
and encouragement to others that | need you to
be. And the part you might like best isthat | can
make you into someone who's happy with what
they are and what I’ ve given them—not proud,
lifted up, or complacent, but simply content!

110. It’sabeautiful word, isn't it?It’sthe
word you'veheld out beforeyou likeagoal for
aslong asyou can remember now—the ulti-
matedream: contentment! You' vebasically writ-
ten it off as an impossibility until you get to
Heaven, but you know, it doesn’t have to be
that way. You can haveit hereand now, andit’ll
bealittlebit of heaven on earth, believe Me! It's
yoursfor thetaking. I’ ve already promised you
the victory—you just haveto fight for it. You'll
benefit, I'll benefit, and those around you will
benefit. So what have you got to lose?—Noth-
ing but an old habit that’s made you miserable
for yearsand held you back from fully reveling
inMy wonderful love—lovethat will wash away
the hurts, the doubts, the misgivings, the pride,
and fill you instead with faith, peace, humility,
and that beautiful word—contentment! (End of
message from Jesus.)

Comparing Your Children to Others
111. (Jesusspeaking:) Comparing your self
with someone el se--comparing your things, your
work, your personality, your looks, your friends,
your abilitiesor talents, your strengths or weak-
nesses, or even your child with another child, is
not unusual. Everybody compares to some de-
gree, but it can lead to discouragement if you're
not able to see the good and resist the nega-
tive. Comparing yourself or your child froman
analytical or critical point of view and wishing
your child wasthisor that can steal your happi-
ness, your inspiration, your yieldedness, and
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your peace of mind and contentment, not to
mention the effect it will have on your child.

112. Children remember things very
clearly and aredirectly affected by their par-
ents' attitudesand how their parentsfeel and
think about them. Soif you' reconstantly speak-
ing faith and positive things about your child,
either to him or to others, and if you’ rethinking
positive things about your child, thiswill have
a good, faith-building, positive effect on your
child, and he'll become morelikewhat you think
of himand expect from him. But if you arethink-
ing or speaking negatively about your child,
either directly or indirectly to him, it will have
the effect of making him think negatively about
himself and hinder his happiness and self-es-
teem, hisperformance, and theway he seeshim-
self. Faith begets more faith; positive attitudes
foster more positive attitudes in both yourself
and those around you. It takesfaith in someone
to bring out the best in them.

113. Peoplearenaturally attracted to posi-
tivepeople, topogtivethinkers and peoplewho
can seethegood and thebright side. Why?Be-
cause everybody compares and everybody needs
to hear and see the good and the best and the
bright side in order to lift their own spirits and
give them faith for themselves, for others, and
for their situation. If you're positive and you
think well of yourself or your child, evenif it'sa
forced sort of thinking that you don’t naturally
feel, thispositive spirit will not only doyou alot
of good by creating a positive channel for My
Spirit to flow through, but it will so attract others
to you, and everyone's spiritswill benefit.

114. Your child isdifferent from any other
childintheworld, just asyou'redifferent from
any other personintheworld. You' reaunique
parent, aunique person, and your childisunique
and created with great love and care. I’ ve gifted
your child with hisown specia anointing for the
role he will be called to play. I’ve given him a
soft and tender heart. I've given him a gift of
lovefor Meand for others, and thiswill beakey
to ayielding heart.

115. Don’t compareyour child and wonder
why hecan'’t singand perform and danceand
act and get up in front of peopleand beastar.
Although these are gifts given to some, they're
not the most important gifts. These showy gifts
are given to children for areason and for a fu-
ture purposeto meet acertain need. But it doesn’'t

mean that they’ re better children, more import-
ant, moretal ented, and more gifted than another
child who is less showy, less inclined to take
center stage and be in the spotlight.

116. They'renot moreimportant, they're
not better people, and they' rencot mor etalented.
They’re simply talented in a certain area. And
although it might look to you like an important
thing to be aperformer or astar, in reality these
arenot the most lasting or even the most import-
ant gifts of My Spirit. They’re important, and |
use them for a reason, but the gifts of love, of
wisdom, of quiet understanding and compassion
are by far the most useful and important, be-
causethrough these gifts, although less obvious
and showy, My Spirit is constantly manifested.

117. 1f you, or your child, arenot the out-
going, center-stage sort of person, this does
not mean that you or heareinferior, or should
feel inferior, or that he lacks quality or ismiss-
ing something in hismakeup or hismental func-
tionsor hisability to have abeautiful lifeand be
abeautiful person—and most importantly of all,
to make a big difference and touch the life of
another. It doesn’t mean that you'refailingasa
parent and somehow are not helping your child
become whatever you think he should be—char-
ismatic, a leader, a talker, an orator, a crowd
pleaser. You're not failing at all, and your child
isnot failing. You' resimply judging him by an-
other, looking for the showy giftsand overlook-
ing the wonderful, beautiful person that heis.

118. When | look at your child, | seehim
much differ ently than you do. When otherslook
at your child and interact with him, they aren’t
comparing him to another; they’'re simply ap-
preciating and loving him for what he is, and
they seethe good and possibilitiesin him. They
see aloving boy with akind, sweet, loving per-
sonality and spirit. They see a heart that is sen-
sitiveto thingsand peoplearound him, not selfish
and self-centered. They see an outgoing, peace-
ful, trusting personality, one who is not timid
around other people. They see the gift of faith
being nurtured and growing inside. They see so
very much in this young person. They see the
ability to communicate and interact well with
those around him, to get along well with people,
to give and take and respond with love and give
love.

119. Your childisalready astar and wins
theheartsof many. He'sabeautiful star in My
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eyes, ared treasure, and apricelessgemthat no
other can compareto. Heisincomparablein My
eyesandin My heart. | love him just theway he
is,just asl loveyou. So don't betempted by the
Enemy’strap of comparing him to another. Don’t
let the Enemy steal away your joy and inspira-
tion, but resist the negative comparisons, ac-
centuate the positive, and let My positive spirit
work inyour life and bring forth the good fruits
of morefaith, morejoy, and more peace.

120. Comparingisavery detrimental thing
to do, because it's so easy to end up on the
wrong channel, feeling totally discouraged and
down. It's like putting the “things | like" and
“things | don't like” on the opposite sides of a
set of scales. It's a natural tendency of human
nature to see the negative more quickly, and
therefore pile up more negative things and tip
the scales way off balance. Pretty soon there's
so much stuff piled up on the negative side that
you can’t seeover it, and it’sblocking your view
of all the good and positive.

121. Ther € splenty of good and positive,
but if you have a tendency to be a negative
thinker, you need My help to seethetruth. You
need totapinto My Spirit and ask Mefor helpto
see things in the right way and to get rid of the
negative thingsthe Enemy istrying hard to pile
up in front of you. The Enemy is very happy
when you sit down to play the comparing game
because he knows he can feed you lots of false
material, lies, misconceptions, wrong attitudes,
and plenty of negativity to totally discourage
you, and you'll never win if you play by his
rules.

122. When you trust, believe, and accept
thingsfrom My Spirit and look at thingswith
My point of view, your spirit will belifted be-
causeyou’ll beseeing thetruth. Onceyou see
the truth and you hold on to it with believing
faith, it won’'t even matter so much to you what
the Enemy tries to tell you, because you've
heard the truth from Me and you can hang on to
it. Pretty soon the Enemy will just take his pile of
liesand leave. (End of message from Jesus.)

You Chose It!

123. (Mama:) Oneof thefolksin our Home
received thefollowing very interesting mess-
age concer ning thedecisionsthey madeabout
their lifeeven beforecomingto Earth. It helped
thisperson agreat deal to gain thisextrainsight

and understanding into why their lifeistheway
itis. If you have battleswith comparing or feel-
ing negatively about yourself, you might want
to ask the Lord about the choices you made
before coming to Earth, and that will probably
help you better understand and be ableto handle
thingsin your life that you find difficult.

124. (Jesusspeaking:) BeforetheEarth was,
| knew you. Beforeyour missioninlifewascho-
sen, we were together. You had afull life Here.
You, likemost Herein thisrealm, had an aware-
ness of the happenings on Earth and in the uni-
verse, but they were not a part of you. They
were a separate entity, a distant event, a hap-
pening elsewhere. You wanted to become part
of it, and | wanted you to aswell.

125. You werea creature of great beauty,
but you wanted toliveyour lifeon Earth plain,
simple, and lowly. You wanted to serve, you
wanted to know humility, and so | granted you
this. So | formed you in the manner | did and
placed you where you could live a life of ser-
vicetoMe, and also alife of relative solitude so
that you would never forget what your mission
and purpose was.

126. Doesit surpriseyou that you had a
hand in choosing your lifestyle, aswell asyour
appear ance, per sonality, and ministry? Now do
you understand how futileit isto compare your-
self with others, to question My dealings with
you, to resent the manner in which your lifeis
played out? My love, thisiswhat you wanted.
Thisiswhat you needed to become completein
spirit. Thisisonly for atime, and knowing that
should help you to enjoy it to thefull, aswell as
endure cheerfully that which is unseemly.

127. You had experienced no pain, noenvy,
no heartbreak. You saw and heard of these
things, but had no ideawhat they werelike. You
wanted to know. You wanted to understand.
Now you do. Now animportant part of your jour-
ney to Earth has been accomplished. Of course,
thereis much more that you' Il do that will both
benefit My Kingdom aswell asenrich your own
spirit—and this too is for the purpose of your
improved serviceto Mewhen you return to this
realm. Far more will be entrusted to you than
was before your time on Earth. (End of message
fromJesus.)
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