GN 1003 CM/FM AUG. 2002

Jewels
Part 1

- By Maria  6/01
CCMIFM 3416
Maria #623 iy




B Keys to Victory series

Gems and Jewels, Part 1

By Maria

Dearest Family,

E had so many wonder ful messagesfrom

theLord on such avariety of topicsthat
we wanted to share with you that the Lord
showed usto put them together in jewelSGNs.
Each of these messages is not by any means
comprehensive or representative of all the coun-
sel on any given subject, asthe Lord always has
more to say, and there are always many aspects
and facets of each situation. Soif you havefurther
guestions after reading any of these, don’t hesi-
tate to ask our wonderful Husband for more! |
love you!

Much love aways, Mama

Going for the Gold?

2. This message was given for a young
couplewho'd had several young children, one
right after the other, in their first years of
marriage. They were wondering if the Lord
would consider it really bad or out of it if they
were to think and pray about using some form
of contraception, so they could have a break.
They weren’t opposed to having more children
in the future, but they just didn’t feel like they
could handlemoreright then. The Lord’sanswer
to them is so sweet and comforting, and | pray
that any of you who are in a similar situation
will be encouraged by it aswell.

3. After receiving the message which fol-
lowsand seekingtheL ord further themselves,
theL ordtold them that they could ask Him for
abreak and Hewould giveit tothem. They de-
cided to trust the Lord completely, and the Lord
fulfilled His promise and gave them the break
that they requested. God bless them!

4. (Jesusspeaking:) When | look upon you,
sweet ones, | don’t seeyour lacks, your mis-
takes, your problems, or your hesitations. |
don’t judge you by the areas in which you feel
you fall short. | judge you by your love for Me
and your desireto do My will.
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5. You' vebeen faithful. You' vebeen loyal.
You'vebeen through thefireof afflictionsand
battles, and yet you fight on. You' ve had your
doubts, your times of seeming defeat, your times
of discouragement, yet through all of thesetimes
you' veremained under the shadow of My wings.
You' ve stood by My sidewhen others disowned
Me. You've given your all when some others
would only have given a part. You've trusted
Mewithyour life, your marriage, your love, your
happiness, and your children—thisiswhy I'm
proud of you.

6. | know that you don’t feel that you've
alwayshad perfect faith. | know that you don’t
feel that you' ve alwaysyielded fully to My will.
| know you certainly don’t feel perfect or free
from faults. Thisyou understand clearly. But one
thing you don’t fully understand is that | see
past your failings, your lacks, your deficiencies,
and | see your heart.

7.1 know your heartisfull of lovefor Me. |
know that in your heart you desiretoyield your
all. | know that in your heart you would like to
have mighty faith that never waversandisnever
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tempted or tried. Sometimesyou expect too much
of yourselves. Sometimesyou expect more per-
fection than | do. | don’t expect or desire per-
fection; | only expect and desire love. And this
you've given Me without thought of yourself,
your own happiness, or your future.

8.1 designed and created your body, your
heart, your mind and your spirit tobeweak, to
befallible, and to beincomplete and insuffi-
cient without Me. | created youinahumanform,
with a body that makes mistakes and isn't al-
ways perfect, so | don’t expect perfection.

9. Evenwhenyou haveMy srengthand My
power withinyou, | can’t allow you tobeperfect,
for thiswould only minister toyour pride. Even
when you'recloseto Me, loving Meintimately,
abiding in the center of My will and serving Me
tothebest of your ability, | allow you to beweak,
to lack in faith, to have feelings of uncertainty,
so that you will always remember that it's My
Spirit that sustainsyou and causesyou to prosper.

10. | useyour failings, your timesof uncer -
tainty, your timesof trial, thetimeswhen you
feel you'relackingin faith, thetimeswhen you
don’t fully yiddd toM e, tohumbleyou and draw
you closer toMe. My loves, | don't require per-
fection; al that | desire is your love and your
dependence on Me. | know that you' re human,
that you’ reweak, that you get tired, and that the
Enemy buffets you with his lies and doubts. If
I’d given you asupernatural body, then perhaps
| could expect perfection from you; but | never
expect perfection fromyou, asthat isnever poss-
ible. I only desireyour love and your desperation.

11. 1 understand you, | understand your
heart, | understand that you'reweak and weary.
And if there are times when you feel that you
can’'t completely trust Me and you don’t feel
you' reready for another baby, then | will under-
stand. If you're loving Meintimately, if you're
following the new moves of the Spirit, if you're
hearing My voice in prophecy, if you're obey-
ing Mein every other area of your life, yet you
feel you need a little break from childbearing,
then | won't condemn you for this, and | won't
withdraw My blessings from you because of
your decision.

12. Of course, My desireisthat all would
reach alevel of faith wherethey feel that they
can trust Me completely, but | realizethat this
deep faith and trust isbuilt with time, with love,
and with experience. | know your frame, and if
you must take the steps slowly, then | don’t con-
demn you for that. Perhapsyou just need alittle
time to get your connection strengthened with
Me, and then you'll be able to proceed with full
faith, fully aware of theresultsthat may occur as
you continue to “go for the gold.”

13. My desireisthat in all of your waysyou
would acknowledge Me. If you go ahead with
the letter of the law, out of pride, saying that
you'll never use a condom, yet in your heart
you don’t have the faith, this is not My will.
And if you decide to use condoms and not trust
Me completely, without first hearing My spe-
cific Words for you, then this is not My will
either. Whatever you decide must be done in
counsel with Me.

14.1 work in your livesdifferently than |
work inthelivesof others, notwo casesarethe
same. | understand that you're weak and frail,
so | simply ask that you cometo Meand let Me
guideyou each step of theway. There are many
areasof your life—many areasthat requirefaith,
trust, and yieldedness. “ Going for the gold” is
just one of many areas in which | desire your
completefaith, trust, and yiel dedness. But many
elevate the “go for the gold” issue above every
other aspect of faith and yieldedness.

15. 1 look at theoverall pictureand | judge
righteousjudgment. | look at the yieldedness
of your heart in every area of your life, not just
whether you're completely yielded to having
babies. | look at your faith and obedienceto all
of My Words of instruction, not just your obe-
dience and faith in bearing My babies.

16. | loveyou, My dear ones, and | am a
loving Husband with aheart full of under stand-
ing. Continue to seek Me, as you have been,
and | will show you what steps to take along
this road of yieldedness and faith, along this
road that brings with it the rewards of bearing
My children. This road isn't always easy, s |
take you along step by step, gently and lov-



ingly. You must not push yourself, for | don’t
push you. You must simply walk in step with
Me. Come to Me and ask Me for My counsel,
andyou' |l find that theload will not betoo heavy
and the burden will not crush you.

17. Thank you for your yieldedness. Thank
youfor yielding to My will. Thank you for being
suchfaithful parents, and for caring for thejewels
that I’ ve lent to you. I' ve bestowed upon you a
great honor, asthe caretakers of My little ones.
Thank youfor loving themwith My loveand for
teaching them of My love. | will not give you
one more child than is best for you—but you
must also believe this. Don’'t be condemned.
Don't be discouraged. Your faith will grow as
you continue loving Me and placing your full
confidencein Me.

18. Remember that I’m not a strict task-
master; I’'m your loving Husband. | remember
your frame, | see your faults, | see your lacks,
and | loveyou anyway. Youwon't find theword
“perfection” in My rulebook. The words you
will find arelove, dedication, loyalty, humility,
desperation, dependence, faith and yieldedness
—and | have found these qualities in you, My
loves. (End of message from Jesus.)

Habits

19. (Mama:) When you entertain habits
long enough, they becomepart of your nature—
and that’ sthescary thing about bad habits. If
you keep a habit up long enough, it eventually
becomes part of you. We asked the Lord for
some counsel on the subject, and He sent dear
Dad with avery good message.

20. (Dad speaking:) Everyone has weak-
nesses, it’sjust part of being imperfect and
human. But the L ord can turn those weaknesses
into strengths, and what was once a bad habit
can become agood habit. Thereare all kinds of
weaknesses and bad habits—such as being un-
prayerful, being in arushed or pressured spirit,
neglecting the Lord and His Word, negative
thinking, being critical, unwise speech, being too
loud, not praising, being impatient or angry in
spirit—so many negative spiritual habits can be

formed and takeroot in your life. Habitscan either
takeroot for good or bad, and if it'sfor bad, they
can becomevery difficult to get rid of and change
for the better—but not impossiblel—Definitely
not impossiblewith the Lord’ s help.

21. He salwayswillingtodotheimpossble,
and it takesan impossiblesituation, areal diffi-
cult situation, for Himtodoamiracle, and for
you to recognize His miracle-working hand.
That's the wonderful thing about Jesus and His
power; He can overcomeanything—any sin, any
battle, any bad habit, any negative personality
trait. There'snothing too hard for Him, and He'll
deliver you from whatever bad spiritual habit
you've formed if you put your will on His side
and determine to work on it until He does the
miracle. It’ Il takework on your part, but most of
all you just haveto pray desperately and ask for
Hishelp. Seek Him in prayer and prophecy and
ask Him to give you counsel and instruction for
your lifeand what you specifically need to doto
make progress and get over whatever bad habit
itis.

22.You havetoreceivethethingsHetells
you and believeand gotowork oniit, becauseif
youdon'ttry,Hecan't dothemiracle. It'sim-
possiblein your own human flesh, because with
some habits, if you've alowed them to go on
and on for years and years, they can actually
become so second nature to you that they’'re a
part of you. They become part of your personal-
ity, part of your nature, and you hardly even
notice or recognize that you have a bad habit.
You beginto think that things can never change,
because that's just the way you are. But really
you weren't that way before you allowed that
bad habit to form and take root, so of course
you can changeit if you' rewilling to get desper-
ate with the Lord and work oniit.

23. For example, peoplewho havea prob-
lem with negativethinkingand havebeen nega-
tivethinkersmost of their lives, or daydream-
ers, haveadifficult bad habit towork on. But
many have testified of the Lord’s power to de-
liver them, and are now positive thinkerswith a
whole new outlook onlife. They’ ve been trans-
formed and changed and no longer have those




same old negative-thinking habits. If you've
formed some bad habit through years of react-
ing acertain way, the sooner you ask the Lord to
help you, the better. You might think you' re be-
yond hope and there’s no use trying, especially
if you're older. But every day makes a differ-
ence, and every time you change your reaction
away from the bad habit, you' reforming the good
habit and the good way of reacting, and it’stak-
ing root.

24. Some of those old bad habitswill be
difficult to break becausethey’ vegottentothe
point that you don’t even recognizethem. If that's
the case with you and you’re not sure what to
do and how to go about things, the first thing
you need to do is pray and ask the Lord for
some counsel, for Histhoughtsonit. Ask others
too—someone you' re close to, your shepherds,
or someonewho you feel can help youto recog-
nize your bad habits and help you to know what
to do about them. Seek the Lord about it, get
His directions, and then start out by faith to
make things better.

25. Continueto seek theL ord for encour -
agement along the way, because most likely
you'’ |l get discour aged and fedl likegivingup—
but you can’t dothat! You haveto makeacom-
mitment to continue to work on it and keep try-
ing, even if you feel like you're not seeing any
progress. Makealist of thethingsthe Lord tells
you to do, the specific instructions and encour-
agement He gives you. Review the list often,
and thiswill help to keep you on track.

26. Eventhough it’sadifficult climb uphill
tobreak bad habits, aslong asyou keep going,
you'll win and you'll be successful. The Lord
will do it, because He loves you and He wants
you to break whatever bad habit you’ veformed,
so He's willing to give you the help you need.
Ask for aspirit helper in the particular areayou
need help in, and He'll send you someone to
help you to fight and keep going.

27. For thosewhoarejust inthebeginning
stagesof somebad habit, at thestagewhereit’s
not too bad yet and you're aware that you're
doing something that you shouldn’t be doing,
it'smuch easier to break the habit now beforeit

getsto be too much of arut and you have areal
struggle to break it. When it gets to the point
that you can't consciously do anything about
it, that you can't just decide not to do some-
thing, when it getsto the point that it takes des-
perate prayer, seeking the Lord for Hisanswers,
and areal miracle of deliverance, then you've
formed abad habit.

28.1t"smuch easier topray about your hab-
itsasyou notice them forming. Take stock of
the things you do and ask the L ord to show you
the things that you' re doing that you shouldn’t
be doing. If you do that regularly, the Lord will
help you become aware of the things that are
becoming habits that shouldn’t be, and you can
recognize them and do something about them
when they’re easier to change.

29.But that’snot tosay theL ord can’t de-
liver, even if your habit isvery bad and very
deeply ingrained, so much sothat it feelslike
it’spart of your nature. Of course He can, and
Hewill, assoon asyou ask Him to cometo your
rescue—hbut it will be more of afight and more
difficult than if you had caught it in the very
beginning. Ask the Lord for some promises to
stand on, specific ones about how He will help
you to break the habit. Then do your part, and
He'll do His! (End of messagefromDad.)

30. (Mama:) After readingthis, take some
timetoask theL ord what habitsHe' d likeyou
towork on changing. Then ask Him for some
specific tips that you can use to help break the
habit. Here are some other tips the Lord has
given:

1) Ask for united prayer, and along with
your prayer request, make it known that
you’re open to being reminded if people
see you doing the thing you're trying to
get out of the habit of doing. It's humbling,
but it's very effective, because you're not
only harnessing the power of Heaven by
asking for prayer and getting the spiritual
backing you need, but you're also setting
up safeguards for yourself by letting your
mates and loved ones know. You're also
making a commitment to change, which



will help you be more aware on a daily
basis. And the times you forget, you'll have
your loved ones nearby who can help re-
mind you!

2) Take every opportunity to do the op-
posite of whatever it is that you're in the
habit of doing. Even if it seems insincere
or the opposite of what you feel like doing,
it's not being hypocritical—it's putting feet
to your prayers! After a while, a new habit
will form, and it will get easier and easier.

3) Put up signs and reminders for your-
self.

4) Memorize verses on the subject, and
review them often throughout the day.
Every time you do, you'll be reminding your-
self of the push you're making to break the
habit.

5) Claim the specific promises the Lord
gives you. Read over the specific tips He
gives you. Make an effort in the spirit, and
the flesh or physical manifestations will
soon follow.

6) If it's ahabit that you're trying to work
on as a Home, or together with your mate
in your marriage, pray for it every time you're
together.

7) Give encouragement to anyone
who’s trying to break a habit when you
see them doing the right thing. Cheer each
other on! Don't let familiarity or expecting
someone to be a certain way hinder you or
them from changing. Expect miracles! As
the old saying goes, “Tell her she’s beauti-
ful, and she’ll be beautiful!”

PE = Privileged Experience!

31. Thisisamessagethat wasgiven for a
young man who had just confessed to an ex-
communicable offense and received partial
excom. Thismessage from Jesuswill probably
not only be encouraging for those of you who
have gone through something similar, but also
toall of us, becausewe all make many mistakes,
often big ones, and this is a little reminder of
how the Lord sees them—so differently than
wedo.

32. (Jesusspeaking:) A just man fallsseven
timesand risesup again, and goeson towin the
racethat isset beforehim. You areaman after
My Own heart, just like David was. Though
you've fallen and you'’ ve failed many timesin
your life, yet you have the determination and
the fight to keep going for Me.

33. Though you’ve fallen again and you
madethismistake, thisblunder, thisdoesn’t
changeMy lovefor you. Infact, it only increases
My love. By alowing you to stumble, this has
humbled you. This has made you desperate for
My forgiveness, and the meek and the contrite
heart | will never turn away. | take you now into
My arms and hold you close to My bosom. |
tenderly wipe away the tears of condemnation
that you shed. Please don’t feel condemned
about your mistake, for many havefallen; many
have made similar blunders, if not worse.

34. Although you broketherulesand al-
though you' Il haveto suffer the consequences
for doing so, it’ stheposition of your heart and
your humility that greatly pleasesMe. You see
yourself as nothing, as useless, as worthless,
but I see you as so much more. | look at you and
| see the great possibilities. You're as a ball of
clay, and as of right now, not very much to be-
hold. But | look at you and | see the unlimited
thingsthat | can make, useful toolsfor Me that
you can become as you yield to My molding
and My remaking of you.

35. During thistime of PE we will draw
ever so close. It's My opportunity to become
more a part of your life, for | have your full at-
tention. You'll be able to concentrate more on
Me than you would if you were not on PE, and
this | do as a love gift to you. Even though it
may not seem like agift of My love but moreas
a punishment, know that | look on thingsin a
completely different way than you do. | mani-
fest My lovein waysthat may seem contrary to
you at first, but further down thelineyou' Il see
that thiswasindeed ablessed time together—a
time when | strengthened you, a time when |
poured into you like never before.

36. Pleasedon’t despair, don't giveup hope.
You havewhat it takesto be avaliant soldier in



My Endtime army, and | need you! | need you
fighting by My side. | need you to strengthen
your brothers and sisters in the days ahead. Al-
though you stumble and fall now, in times to
comeyou will help to strengthen those brothers
and sisters around you who are stumbling. You
will have experienced the sametrials, the same
battles, the same onslaughts of the Evil One,
and you will understand and help them through
their trials.

37. Sodon’t give up the fight! Just come
now andliein My armsand cast your caresupon
Me. Don't worry what others think of you, be-
causel loveyou, and that’sall that matters. And
your brothers, sisters, shepherds and parents
loveyoutoo. They admireyou for your honesty
and your willingness to confess and bear the
punishment for your confessing. It’snot an easy
thing to do, and they’re aware of this. They're
fighting by your side, upholding you in prayer,
and | too am praying for you that your faith fail
not. Cometo Me and feed of My Words, for in
doing this you will find renewed strength, re-
newed vision, renewed hope for the future.

38.1 havegreat plansfor you! Justyieldto
Menow, say yesto Me, allow Meto remold and
remake you into the vessel that | need you to
be. It will beamighty vessel, auseful tool in My
hand, but to make it | need your yieldedness.

39. Look at thistime asa privilege, asa
Privileged Experience—a time when we can
have one-on-one communication, fellowship, and
tutoring. Come to Me now and let us walk to-
gether through the fields, and let Me show you
all that | have for you so that you may learn all
that | would teach you. | love you, and I'm al-
ways near to be that encouragement, that shoul -
der to lean on, that shoulder to cry on. I’m your
Comforter and I’ m here for you. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

The Time Robber of the End!

40. (Jesusspeaking:) Come, let M etell you
of thestruggle! had when | had tostand up for
theright in My time. In those dry, dusty days,
when wetraveled slowly and far by foot, things
took time—just to tend to even basic matters.

41. Just washing up wasno simplematter,
as first the water had to be gathered, brought
from quite a distance, and carried in sufficient
guantity for usall to use. There were choresthat
modern living spares you all from, which took
thosein My time great effort and time. Tending
to the animals, growing some of our own food,
walking great distances to deliver goods made
in the carpenter’s shop; all these things slowed
us down agreat deal from theway manishead-
ing in these days of the End.

42. Yet your Father David gill had atouch
of that which was slow and that which was
simple. Let it not belost amidst theflurry totry
toplease Me. Inyour desireto befruitful, those
moments spent slowly contemplating life, no-
ticing My special touches of lovein the sky for
you, recognizing the blossoming flower | had
prepared for your passing enjoyment, can be
missed in your running to serve.

43. 1 under stand thefervent desireyou have
to please. | understand the longing to be of ser-
viceand to be used of Me. | too had such awish
to bewhat My Father was expecting of Me. Yet
| learned over many years that in slowly going
about that which was set before Me, lifting up
those | was surrounded by, and reaching out
with touches of love and encouragement, | was
close to the Kingdom in these seemingly unim-
portant things.

44. ImagineMy frustr ation when faced with
the religious leaders, when | was idealistic,
young, ener getic, and in My twenties, and My
Heavenly Father led Meto simply observe, take
itinandwatch, waiting for Hisperfect time. Little
did | suspect that it would yet be several years
before | should stand with honesty, truth, and
conviction to finally right the massive, count-
less wrongs I' d withessed over those previous
30years! But, oh, how wiseit wasto wait!

45. When | moved in My Father’sperfect
timing, aamed with aheart filled with all I'd seen
and all I’ d talked over in prayer throughout those
years, then | had the anointing that has been
matched by no other.

46. Oneof theDevil’ smain tacticsin these
daysof theEnd isto send theworId hell-bent to



destruction. Thusit takes guts, uncompromis-
ing faith, and real conviction to stand strong
against the pull of this current of the world. It
whirls about you, but as those who are “in the
world but not of it,” | urgeyou to come out from
them and be ye separate.

47. Look back totheoriginal dayswhen
your Father David wasstarting thiswonderful
Family. Examinehow muchtimeheset asdefor
quiet time, timeaonefor contemplation and re-
laxation. With many caresof thisworld, and many
to attend to, priorities get so easily swamped.
You can hardly resist the urge to fill each mo-
ment with action.

48. Fear not, My loves, for | seeyour desire
to beof service. | understand your wish to be of
help. But if you're to be different from those
around you, maketimeto bea one—quietin My
creation, contempl ating, and receiving from Me.
It isin this quietness of spirit that you will be
refilled and refreshed.

49. I'vecalled you to busy placeswherethe
lost arethronging around you. I'vecalled you
to places rich in fruit and where the harvest is
ripe wherever you turn. Yet take a lesson from
the farmer. He steps back when the day is done
to reflect, to be quiet, without the sounds and
sights of the Enemy, so that | can give him new
strength and direction for the next day. So it
should be with you, My dear ones. | long to re-
strengthen you. | long for you to be rested and
refreshed in the arms of My love.

50. Stand back and ask M eto help you sort
between that which you must doand that which
can wait. That which is committed to Me in
prayer, will it not be tended to far better than if
you'd taken it upon yourselvesto do? Seek Me
for the balance. Come to Me constantly with
your burdens. | am meek and lowly in heart;
thereforelearn of Me, and you will find rest unto
your souls.

51. A rested soul isa soul which isableto
pour out and to givefrom theabundanceof its
fullness. Take time to rest, to drink in of Me.
Use those moments in the evening to be quiet,
to step outside, to listen to My wind and My
whispers. Inthese momentsalone, you will find

the strength to live as My bride, as one wife, in
unity.

52. The Enemy usestirednessto cause a
lack of spiritual strength and alack of vision.
Those who start to feel that it’s too much and
that the battleloomstoo hard, often simply need
atime alone of refreshment, afew dayswithout
the normal pressures, to come into My arms
and be loved to the full.

53. Fear not totakethat timeof quiet. In
fact, fear if you don't takeit. The Enemy of your
soul would crowd out every moment | would
prepare and set aside for you. See, therefore,
that you seek Mefor how each moment isfilled.
No situation is so busy that there is no way to
taketimewithMe.

54. Call untoMe! Cry outtoMel! I will not
fail to show you ways to pull back, to arrange
things, so that we can havetimeto rest together.
If you can have the conviction and faith to pull
out and makethat time, youwill find treasures of
youth, of strength, and of vision that you hardly
imagined you could have before!

55. Rest, My loves, and enjoy that which |
havefreely given you ... time! For of all things
the Enemy would love to try to stedl, it is your
time! His purpose in using the Internet, tele-
vision, entertainment, video games and movies
isto fill the world with action and eat up time,
deceiving mantothink he'susingit well. Asthe
daysgrow worse and worse, so doesthe Enemy
usethese avenues more effectively—to distract,
to hypnotize, and to cause life to be a passive
thing.

56. | giveeach soul year s, days, and hours
tobespentin caringfor others, being of assist-
ance, showinglove. Yet the Enemy seeksto sap
each potential moment of renewal by eating up
the moments with garbage, pollutants, and
waste.

57. Thusisyour strugglein these days of
theEnd—in many ways, far mor edifficult than
in My day. Thuswill it besaid of youthat “ greater
things shall ye do,” because it will take greater
conviction to stand agai nst the pull of the Enemy
on your time. It will take greater guts to resist
the urge to do that which seems to be interest-



ing to the neglect of that which is best—a quiet
moment of renewa withMe.

58. Thetimerobber islurkingabout, seek-
ingwhom hemay destroy. Benot hisnext meal,
My loved ones!

59.ListentoMe, My children, and benot
afraid of making times of rest. Fight against
that which would clutter your liveswith obliga-
tionsto the point of exhaustion. | often walked
in the hills above the town to drink in of My
Father’s creation, of His love for Me, and to
pour out My soul to Him.

60. Find your hills! Seek for those mo-
ments! Call out to Me to show you that which
has to be done and that which can be commit-
tedto Me. For if you can become conquerorsin
this matter of using your time, if you can resist
the Enemy’s entrapments and ambushes to fill
what could be precious moments of renewal,
then you will be morethan conquerors! You will
be some of the few able to rise above the most
effective wiles of the Devil in these Last Days.
(End of message from Jesus.)

Disappointment
Or Discouragement?

61. (Mama:) We veall had timeswhenwe ve
put alot of effort into something, but it turned
out wrong; or we' veworked hard on something
and thought we were finished, and then had to
go back and start again. Here'sareal good mess-
age from Dad on the subject, on how to take it!

62. (Dad speaking:) Therearelotsof dis-
appointmentsin life. Things go wrong. Some-
timesthings change midstream and end up some-
where else. Sometimes even your efforts to do
good arerejected, and it can lead to disappoint-
ment. But even if you' re disappointed about the
way things turn out, you don’t have to be dis-
couraged. There'sabig difference between just
feeling disappointed and letting things get you
down and discouraged to the point that you feel
like giving up, or get angry, or lash out and re-
taliatein someway.

63.1t'sokay tofed disappointed sometimes;
infact, theLord allowsincidentsand circum-

gancesin lifethat aredisappointingtostrengthen
us. He tests and tries us to see how we're doing
and how we' re going to react. Even disappoint-
ment and things going wrong don’t haveto keep
you down and discouraged, because your faith
and your attitude can determine the way thecir-
cumstances affect you. And often your faith and
trust in the Lord can even change circumstances
completely, as the Lord works on your behalf.
It'sall in how you look at it, how you takeit.

64. Circumstancesand eventsdon’t have
to control you. With the Lord's help and with
the right positive attitude, you can go through
any changes, any disappointments, any circum-
stances, and come out happy. There'sreal power
in the spirit, and you have the opportunity to
choose what kind of spirit you want to be in,
whether up or down. It’'s often the tests in life
that can really bring out the best in your atti-
tude, if you'll let them. It's not a test to stay
encouraged when everything's going right, but
it's when things go wrong in life that your atti-
tude and faith get tested.

65. TheL ord hasall thepower and strength
you need for any situation. All youhavetodois
look to Him and draw on His strength to over-
come any difficulty. Just ask Him to change
things around. If He can’t change the circum-
stances, then He can help you to change how
you feel about things. It's a wonderful thing to
havethe power of Jesusready to helpyou. Praise
the Lord! (End of messagefromDad.)

(See dso Christian Digest #20, “Making
ThingsRight.”)

How Is Greater Commitment
Or Dedication Manifested?

66. (Question:) The Lord isrequiring a
greater level of commitment and dedication
from our Homesand from each individual. How
isthat manifested, and what should be expected
from each individual ?

67. (Jesusspeaking:) | lead each onedown
thepath of My will, and alongthispath areplea-
sureswhich | have put therefor their enjoy-
ment, their recreation. Also aong the path are



distractions which prevent them from moving
forward along the path of My will. It's part of
My will for each to stop and enjoy the plea-
sureswhich I’ ve put there, but it’s not My will
for them to be distracted.

68. Thedistractionsare stepsin reverse
rather than stepsforward, but thesedistrac-
tionsaredifferent for each individual. If they
have trouble or difficulty deciphering whether
it's a pleasure or a distraction, they should ask
Me, and also counsel with their shepherds, so
that they might have conviction, faith and peace,
knowing that what they’ re doing isaccording to
My will and done in counsel with their shep-
herds. In the multitude of counselors there is
safety and My will is established.

69. Therearemany thingswhich can, on
theonehand, beapleasure, which | havegiven
for enjoyment and recreation if used properly,
but on the other hand can be adistraction if
abused, or put before Me, or done out of My
Spirit, or out of the counsel and guidelines|’ve
laid down. For someit might be alcohol. For some
it might be movies. For some it might be com-
puter games. For someit might berelationships.
Then there are other things that are simply dis-
tractions and not of Me: a craving for System
music or input; ungodly attitudes and desires
regarding sex; the desire for independence and
rebellion against godly fellowship; misguided
pursuits of individuality.

70. Themanifestation of greater commit-
ment isin doingwhat | ask, evenif it includes
sayingyeswhen usually you would say no; reach-
ing out at times when you would rather be by
yourself; spending timewith Me or alonewhen
you' d rather bewith other people; spending time
with the children when you'’ d rather be with the
adults; spending timewith theadultswhenyou' d
rather be with the young people; giving to some-
one in need when you would prefer to receive.

71. Asyou continuedown thepath of My
will and as you ask Me about the desires,
dreams, and ambitionsof your heart, | will make
it clear to you which steps | want you to take,
which will lead you to greater commitment and
dedication. Although at times the steps will be

difficult steps—sacrifice, giving and sharing—
you will see My blessings as a result of being
willing to go in the direction of My choosing.

72.Don't fear that | will ask you togiveup
all thethingsyou enjoy simply because| want
tomakeyou morecommitted. That’snot how |
work. The more | see you want to please Me,
themorel giveyou thethingsyou like and work
out special opportunities for you that you
wouldn’t have had otherwise. | love to see you
happy! But | also know that the happiest you'll
ever be is when you're fully committed to Me
and fulfilling My highest will for you, without
wasting time on distractions which don’t sat-
isfy and which delay you from fulfilling your
destiny.

73.Howisagreater degreeof commitment
and dedication manifested? Ask Me, and I'll
show you how | wish for it to bemanifested in
your life. Youwill seethe manifestationsof itin
your life as you choose to do and perform My
will according to My plan and theinstructions|
give you. If you run into a situation where you
guestion, “Is this a pleasure or is this an ob-
stacle, adistraction?’ counsel with wise coun-
selors so that they can help you to decipher
whichitis. But most of al, counsel with Me, and
| will makeit clear to youwhat My will is.

74. Thank you, My children, for choosing
Me. | delight in giving you pleasures as you
perform My will. | will givethevery best to those
who wholeheartedly and cheerfully leave the
choices up to Me. That's a promise! (End of
message from Jesus.)

You’ve Got to Give It Away ...

75. (Mama:) Haveyou found your self be-
ing closed off or cool in your interactionswith
others, when you used to bemoreloving and
affectionate? Have you caught yourself hav-
ing selfish reactions out of habit, and wondered
how you could have become that way so easily,
without evenreadlizing it? Have you felt that your
life has become dry, that you're indifferent in
spirit to the needs of those around you, and
that you' relackinginlove or motivation? Here's
some good counsel from the Lord on what can
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causethat spiritual condition, and how to break
the cycle!

76. (Jesusspeaking:) You ask how it’sposs-
ibletolosethelovel giveyoutogivetoothers.
You wonder how it's possible to backslide in
thisarea? It's simple. Every time you withhold
the love | would give through you, your heart
becomes just alittle bit harder. Over time, it's
hardened more and more, to the point wherethere
isahard crust on the outside of your heart, and
asmuch asyou want to giveout My love, you're
encased in a cage of hardness and indifference.

77. Thisistheway it works: If you want to
break down those walls, you have to break
through with onelittlething at atime. Just like
water running through a leak in the dike, the
hole will grow bigger and bigger till the crusty
exterior will crumble and be washed away by
the great flow of lovel giveyou.

78.1 can't pour great measuresof loveon
you whileyour heart ishardened. | must wait
till you begin to pour out so that | can pour back
in. If you're full, how can | fill you more? It's
only in giving away that which I’ ve given you
that you' re ableto receive more.

79. So each day givealittlemorethan you
did theday befor e. Giveto someoneelseand | et
Mewiden the holein thewallsyou’ ve allowed
to build up around your heart. Let Me wash
away all the walls you’ ve built with a flood of
My love. Let Merushin and rush out to others.

80. Open up and pour out sothat you may
receive. Open your heart so My glory can flow
in, and so the crusty and hardened exteriors
may be broken down and melted by thewarmth
of My love as your heart beats with love for
others.

81. Takethelittle stepsof lovetoday. Ex-
press your love to someone you don’t normally
talk to with ahug or akiss. Hold someone’ shand
and tell them how special they are both to you
andto Me. Lovetheunlovely—for what reward
isit to love only those who you' re attracted to?
What sacrificeisthat? | reward your love, but |
reward themost asacrificial loveand agiving of
lovethat isdifficult. When you givefrom aheart

that is full of My love to those who you don't
like in the flesh, or to those you have a hard
time getting along with, then | give you extra
blessings, and this does much more to break
downthewalls. Thisisgenuinelove, not aself-
ish, me-first love. It's a genuine, sharing love
that gives and cares with My love.

82. Really make an effort today to love
others. Everyone you come in contact with is
specia toMe. | loveeach one, great or small, old
or young, pretty or plain, handsome or normal,
and | want to use you to show them My love. It
matters not what a person is like outwardly; to
Me what matters is their heart—and | want to
useyour heart to lovetheir heart, and their heart
to love another’s heart, so that the warmth of
My love might spread, and that all may be happy
inMy fold!

83. My commission toyou today istolove,
love, love! Loveishblind in some ways. It sees
not the weaknesses, only the strengths. It sees
not the disadvantages, only the advantages. It
sees the good where others cannot see it. It
sees the potential where others only see the
current mistakes. So let My love wash through
your heart and overflow on those around you.
Amen? (End of message from Jesus.) (Seealso
“Prophecieson Yieldedness,” ML #3044:44-56,
Lifelines23.)

Motivation for Your Work

When You Just Don’t Have It

84. (Jesus speaking:) The best thing you
candoat atimelikethat ispray. Comebefore
Meand seek Mefor My help and strength. That's
why | alow it to happen sometimes, so that you'll
stop and pray and seek Me—not just for the
motivation to work, but for the strength, anoint-
ing, and wisdom that you need. You've |learned
to pray more throughout the day as you work,
but you canimprovein thisareauntil it becomes
second nature. Thisfeeling of not being able to
get into work should remind you that you should
pray both for the motivation and for the work
itself. So that’s part of the solution to the prob-
lem: more prayer for motivation and drive, and
more prayer inal your work throughout the day.
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85. Another part of thesolution isto ask
for prayer from the Home. It's humbling, but
it's good for you. | can change you and help
you to be more motivated, but it has to come
from Me, not from yourself. You can receivethis
blessing and this change if you ask for prayer
from others.

86. Third, you need to make an effort to
think moreabout other sand lessabout your -
self. At those times when you just don't feel
likeworking, think about othersand their needs,
and it will giveyou the motivation that you need.
Think how much thelost and needy will benefit
from thetoolsyou’ re giving out, how much the
children will benefit from the care and training
you' regiving them, how thankful the Homewill
befor themeal you' re preparing, how much the
Homewill benefit from the businessyou’ retak-
ing care of, etc. Think about the results of your
work and you'll feel more inspired and deter-
mined to go on.

87. Fourth, just doit! Taketheplunge, block
out everything else, and jump in! Asthey went,
they were healed—and as they went, they got
the anointing, as your Father David has said.

88. Fifth, takeabreak sometimes! Some-
timesit’shel pful to do something elsefor amorn-
ing or afternoon, if you can. Cook ameal, freeing
the cook to go witnessing, or take thekidsfor an
afternoon. Or if you're normally on childcare,
trade with someone and fill in for another minis-
try. Getting away from what you normally do
can bevery refreshing, and can help you appre-
ciate othersmore.

89. Other times| might know you need a
break of sometimespent with Me, or tojust sit
down for afew minutesof relaxation. Gotak to
someone. Go outsidefor afew minutes of praise
time, thanking Me for My wonderful creation
and all the blessingsin your life. Maybe | want
youtotakealittletime away from your ministry
for some praise time, or alittle Word time, or
prayer time, or a short time of fellowship with
others, sothat you' |l fed renewed and motivated.

90. Whatever you do, don't giveup, don't
despair, and keep fighting! Your work isimport-
ant and you' re very needed where you are, so

don't let the Enemy get you down. Often these
feelings that you get are attacks of the Enemy
to try to get you down and discouraged, or to
hinder your effectiveness. So don’t give in to
them! Resist the Devil, call out to Me, and fol-
low the instructions I’ ve given you. Keep go-
ing! (End of message from Jesus.)

Summary: Getting Motivated

1. Ask the Lord for His help, strength,
and motivation.

2. Ask for prayer from the Home.

3. Make an effort to think more about
others and less about yourself.

4. Just do it, and you'll get the
anointing for it.

5. Take a break sometimes.

Don’t give up or despair, and keep
fighting!

The Importance of

Giving Your Tears to the Lord

91. (Mama:) This next message was re-
ceived for oneof our preciousyoung peoplewho
had endured a painful heartbreak. Asyouwill
see, the Lord givesgood counsel about theright
and wrong way to take it when you're going
through something likethat. The L ord often al-
lows difficulties in our lives for a special rea-
son, and if we allow them to soften usand draw
us closer to Him, they benefit ustremendously.
It's areal shame to have to go through some
painful experience and come out of it realizing
that you missed what the Lord wanted you to
learn because you hardened yourself against it
or didn't allow it to break you and bring out the
sweetness. Of course, the situation doesn’t
haveto be abroken heart because of alost love;
it can be any purging or breaking or difficult
circumstances that the Lord is bringing you
through.

92. In this message the Lord also talks
about becoming a shepher d—which, asPeter
explainedin“ TheAction Series—Part 3" (ML
#3308, GN 908), the Lord isasking all of you
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to preparetobecome. Withthenew increasein
our Family membership and the many that the
Lord is going to bring to our Homes to be fed,
everyone is going to need to be prepared to
shepherd others.

93. TheL ord explainsin thismessagethat
brokennessisthegatethat all shepherdsmust
passthrough. If theLord isworking heavily in
your lifeor you' refinding yourself in adifficult
situation, it could be that the Lord is trying to
use it to make you into more of a shepherd, to
prepare you with the spiritual qualities of under-
standing, compassion, brokenness, depth of
spirit, and closeness to Him that you'll need.

94. Pleaseask Him about it. Ask Himwhat
He's doing in your life, so that you can be
strengthened through it and get all the mileage
out of it you can, rather than enduring the diffi-
culty but not really gaining the prize.

95. (Jesusspeaking:) | know that you love
Me, My son, and | promiseyouthat | will abun-
dantly reward you for opening yourself to Me
and asking Me these questions, for allowing
Me to probe into the areas still smarting from
the pain. | probe, | dig, | extract, and | lay bare
before you what ails you in order to heal you.

96. 1 know that you havewept many tears,
but you’ ve allowed these sametear sto work
against you. But you say, “Lord, You know that
I've wept till | felt my tear ducts had no more
tearstoyield, till | could weep no more! How can
You say this, Lord?’ Yes, you wept, and you
bravely fought through the sea of emotions, of
heartbreak. There were times when it was just
you and | in the boat on the strong and surging
sea and undercurrents of emotion.

97. You bravely fought on through the
weeks of storm conditions, and | wasalways
there with you, always beside you as a strong
staff of support, aballast to hold you up and see
you through thistime of heart wrenching. Much
of the elements of these storms were fought in
secret, in your heart and spirit, where only you
and | knew thefull depths. Yes, those werejour-
neys and depths that only you and | and the
strength of My Word could fully navigate to-

gether. We made it through that together.

98. But you for got onething, My love—you
didn’t givethosetearstoMe. Instead of letting
them flow and allowing them to break you and
soften and melt your heart, you allowed those
tearsto collect around your heart and stagnate.

99. And why did you allow thosetearsto
collect?Why didn’t you givethosetear stoM €?
Because you knew that along with them being
tears of heartbreak, they were also salty tears—
tears tinged with bitterness and resentment to-
ward Me, and thus you couldn’t face Me and
present Mewith them. But das, becauseyoudidn’t
humbly confess the salt in your tears—your
twinges of bitterness and resentment toward Me
and what I'd allowed to happen in your life—
thissame salt hasbuilt astrong, calloused, brittle,
cynical, and impenetrablewall around your heart
and spirit.

100. Ingtead of allowing your tear stofreely
fall and flow to the ground wherethey could
bringforth fruit, wherethe quality “water” of
your tears could nourish and water the ground
of others' heartsand lives, you’ ve chosen rather
to retain your tears, to harden yourself. So the
tears have collected, and have built this strong
wall withinyou.

101. You fed that sincel haven't given you
what you per sonally desired and wanted, which
would in your eyesmakeyour servicefor Me
easier, that you will in turn not goany further
with Me. You fed that it's asking too much of
you, when you’ve shed enough tears, been
through enough, and | shouldn’t expect more of
you. After al, I’ve taken away your chance of
happiness, your joy, your inspiration—why
should you turn around and give moreto Me, or
others? The salt of your tears has hardened your
ability to break and give and love. And, alas,
this same salt has stifled and deadened some of
your lovefor Me, your desireto grow and chal-
lengeyourself, your faith to again love, and your
desire to be but a servant—avessel of My love
to others.

102. | don’t say thesethingsto hurt you
further, for | only wish tofreeyou from thepast
and all you experienced. Yes, you bravely fought
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through to victory. You “survived,” you lived
through it. | know and feel your love for Me. |
felt the heat of your hand, the strength of your
grip within My palm aswe navigated those seas
together. Your love for Me is what has buoyed
you and given you the faith to persevere, to
fight on. You availed yourself of our strong con-
nection. You sought always to hear My voice
in order to safely see you to shore. Yes, you
“survived,” My dear one, but you allowed the
elements of adverse weather and storm condi-
tions to harden you.

103. You proved your self asafighter, but
what about love? What happened to the strength
of brokenness, the strength of humility, the
strength of one whose heart feels the pain of
othersand in turn seeks only to relieve the load
and pain of others, to comfort others with the
same comfort you have been comforted with?
True shepherds go beyond the call of duty and
what isrequired of them. Their ears are attuned
to the call of love, the call that beckonsthem to
go a step further, to show initiative, to seek out
and actively pursuewaysinwhichthey can help
lighten and relieve the load of others. Thisisa
true shepherd. This goes way beyond the titles
of leadership, the positions, opinions, and ap-
pearances of man.

104. You' vefought and put on agood brave
face for others; in thisyou’ve excelled. But,
Honey, | can do little with this badge of having
fought a strong battle well, if that badge bears
not the shine of humility, the shine of tears, the
shine of giving yourself to the utmost, the shine
of love.

105. | haveneed of you, My love. | haven't
given up on you, but | feel that in many ways
you've given up on Me. You've gone on strike
ingpirit. You' vealowed your faithinMeto flicker
low—rfaiththat | can makeyou happy onceagain,
faith that joy can once again return to your life,
that you can be used in an even greater way
through serving others.

106. Thedaysof thepast and past relation-
shipspalein comparisontowhat | can and want
todowith you, if you'rewilling to allow your
own desires, plans, and programsto break upon

Me, your Savior, your Lover, your Rock. And
one of thefirst stepsisto lay yourself bare and
naked before Mein total yieldedness. Give Me
not lip servicein yieldedness, but heart service
in full yieldedness, having no plans or precon-
ceived notions of your own of how you feel |
should use you, how you feel you can and
should be used, or even how or who | would
lead you to love in the future. You still hold on
to your ownideas of what type of loveyouwould
have Me lead you to. You must surrender even
this. If you still hold these plans and ideas, then
| cannolonger useyou asfully asl desireto use
you.

107. Surely you haven’t under stood what
being a shepherd means. You haven't fully
understood the degree nor depth of My Word—
that being a shepherd means laying down your
own lifefor the brethren, giving all that iswithin
you, just as| did for the love of My sheep.

108. Itisadeath, yes, but itisadeath that
isbeautiful and gloriousin My sight, bringing
forth eternal and lagting fruit and thetruebeau-
tiesof spirit: sacrifice, humility, and love. No
greater than these three walk among the chil-
dren of men. When | asked you to step into these
shoes, thiswas agateway, adoor to great growth
for your spirit! But instead you turn away, feel-
ing I've somehow cheated you, somehow |’ve
given you a “raw deal,” that things have gone
from bad to worse, and this new role as servant
of all isjust too much to expect of you. Now you
hide your face from these three friends—sacri-
fice, humility, and love—thesefriendswho beckon
and call out to you to walk with them, that you
may learn of the joys, the growth, the depth of
spirit and character, the great heights, the re-
wards, and, yes, the great happiness, joy, and
true fulfillment that follows those who die to
themselvesin order to live for others.

109. | hold theseshoesout toyou, dear one.
You're right; they’ re nothing glorious to look
at. They’ re shabby, gray, and worn. And though
they clearly wear the label of “shepherd,” seen
by all, yet when it comes to wearing them, the
novelty and “show” of thislabel fades quickly,
for they’'re threadbare and thin. You feel the
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ground beneath your feet, you feel the sacri-
fice, the giving, and, yes, the pain it isto wear
them at times.

110. But will you trust Me, My love? Will
you just as bravely take up this challenge to
deny yourself and wear them well and cheer-
fully, asyou bravely navigated those stormy seas
with Me? This is no less of a taxing journey
wearing these shoes than navigating those
storms, but wearing these shoes is a journey
that will take you much further, if you' rewilling
to stepinto them. The great, great need isthere,
but the choice is up to you. | don't force you, |
only offer you the choice, the opportunity.

111. You ask, “But how do | dothis? What
doYouwant metodoin order tobeset freefrom
thepast and thepain of love, from bitter nessor
resentment?” You know the answer. It comes
through humility and united prayer—through
coming beforethe body in confession, humility,
and desperation of spirit, asking Meto cleanse
you and make you anew. With such a stand of
humility, grace and faith | will abundantly pour
into you!

112. Benot afraid of tears, My love. They're
not a sign of weakness, but of strength. | want
totake away the hard surface, the“| cantakeit”
mask you' ve held bravely beforeall, and replace
it with the simpl e transparent mask of love, hu-
mility, and brokenness.

113. The path of all true shepherdsfirst
beginsby entering the gateway of brokenness.
Only through this gateway will you havewhat it
takes, what your Father David talked about in
“Prayer for Love and Mercy,” the kind of love
and brokennesswhereby you fall upon Me, your
Rock, in humility and surrender, knowing you
have not the love in yourself and are desper-
ately in need of Me each step of theway. If you
fall upon Me and upon the shoulders of your
matesin united prayer, | promisetolift youupto
heightsyou’ ve only dreamed of! Truly your feet
will beddivered fromthemiry clay of pride, hard-
ness of heart and spirit, and up to the warmth
and light of My love and Spirit!

114. Doyou hear Her? Shecallsyou. The
Spirit callsout toyou! Shebidsyoucomeinto

Her warm and loving arms. Only therewill your
heart be truly healed and your spirit set free to
become all that I've ordained you to become.
Can you not hear Her calling you? Can you not
see Her in the eyes of your brothers and sisters?
Their spirits and eyes ook expectantly to you,
desiring to see oneraised up from among them—
one who has been bruised and broken, yet who
isthen raised from the ashes of tears and defeat
to become abroken, humble, new vessel; aves-
sel that lives only to do His Master’s bidding,
that bearsclearly theimprint of the Master’sface
upon its own shattered surface.

115. Areyou willingtobear My imprint?
Are you willing to take your place anong My
greats, My broken ones, in order to lead others?
Areyou willing to pour forth from your broken
and beaten vessel love without measure, love
without reservation, love without fear or hesi-
tation, love that thinks not of itself or what it
has to gain or lose, but the kind of love that
only lives for others? (End of message from
Jesus.)

The Secret to
Making Daily Progress
116. (Mama:) One of our staff members
askedthelLord,“How can | besurel’m press-
ing forward each day and not settlingdown and
cooling off?”

117. (Jesusspeaking:) Theway tostay revo-
lutionary and aliveisto have constant change.
It's not always possible to have changein your
ministry or inyour surroundings, but it'salways
possible to have change in your heart and in
your walk withMe.

118. Thebest way toensurethat you’'renot
cooling off istomakean effort each day totake
somenew step forwar d. Takeastepintheright
directionin someareayou’ reworking on. Reach
out to someone new, love someone, do some-
thing positive that’s difficult for you. Refuseto
sit still and vegetate. Refuse to settle down!
Stay stirred up by launching out into some new
venture. Try something new, learn something
new, do something new.
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119. Every day can befilled with excitement
and challenges; all you havetodoisseek them
out. And you seek them out by not being satis-
fied with theway thingsalwaysused to be. Find
a newer and better way to do something. Be
aggressiveinyour spiritual life. Hit the Enemy
before he can hit you. Attack!

120. If you find your self getting bored or
stagnant or feeling likeyou'rein arut, then
it'stimeto break out! It'stimeto do something
new! Look around you! |Is there someone you
haven't talked to in along time? Isthere some-
one whose testimony you haven't heard? Is
there some New Wine that you haven't read?
There's always something new you can do.

121. 1f you ever find that you'reat aloss
and there doesn’t seem to be anything new
around you todo, cometoMeand I’ ll giveyou
something new in prophecy. | can giveyou a
spirit story, a message from a spirit helper, in-
sight on history from some great man or woman
of the past who has died, the answer to aques-
tion you’' ve alwayswondered about, amessage
of love and encouragement, or something just
for fun! I’ll give you whatever excitement you
need, immensely more than you could ever de-
sire. Just ask! (End of message from Jesus.)

Tips for Combating Familiarity
122. (Mama:) Thedictionary definesfam-

iliarity asastateof beinginformal and friendly,
oftentothepoint that it can indicatealack of
respect, or lead toyou being unableto appreci-
atesomeon€ struevalue.

123. (Jesusspeaking:) I'll giveyou a step-
by-step outlineof thingstodoin order toavoid
becoming familiar with your ministry or the
peopleyou livewith and arecloseto.

1) Thefirst step isto beawar e of theweak-
ness and tendency.

2) Pray and ask for My help; and don’t just
pray once, but pray as often as you need to.

3) If at any timeyou get acheck that you're
startingto get toofamiliar, cometo Meand ask
Me not only to help you, but also to show you
what to do to changeit or how to stir yoursalf up.

4) Ask M eeverything. Especially pray be-
fore you say—not just a“Lord help this come
out right” prayer, but a “Should | say this or
bring thisup?’ prayer.

5) Stay humble. GiveMetheglory and credit
when things go right or you do a good job, or
when you get any kind of compliment.

6) Takethingsthat people say seriousdly.
Of course, there's atime and place for alittle
joking around, but you can’t makelight of every-
thing.

7) Likewise, becautiousinteasing. A little
joking and ribbing each other from timetotime
iskind of asweet way of showing you'reclose,
that you can take things from each other, and it
can be fun. But take care to keep thisin check,
or elseyou can get towhereyou' re alwaysteas-
ing each other and it becomes aform of putting
down or belittling the other person.

8) When someoneisexplaining something,
whether work or personal, listen intently. Don’t
interrupt until they’ refinished, unlessyou think
you' ve misunderstood something, or not under-
standing something is keeping you from going
on.

9) Pray and hear from Meabout how | see
someone, what their most important good quali-
ties are that you can appreciate and even help
develop, as well as about any weaknesses that
| would like you to do your part to help keep in
check.

10) When something comesup whereyou
need to say something—where you give are-
minder, advice, counsel, suggestion or even cor-
rection—ypray about how to doit, and thendoit.
If you start letting things like that pass, then it
quickly becomes a habit, and one that is very
difficult to pull out of .

11) Give regular encouragement in the
form of compliments. It's not enough to feel
the admiration—you have to express it. This
reinforces the respect between you as well as
hel ping thingsto flow smoother, because others
know they’re loved and appreciated.

12) Alwaysbelookingfor worthy qualities
in the other person that you can admireand
respect. Often you seetheseclearly at first, but
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as time passes, you lose sight of them. So re-
mind yourself of something every day that you
can appreciate. |f at some point you find your-
self getting critical, then takethetimeto makea
list of all the thingsyou respect or are thankful
for about them, and read it regularly. The same
applies to your ministry. Take time to list its
blessings and benefits, and remind yourself of
theprivilegeitistobeworking for Meinsucha
capacity. (End of message from Jesus.)

Guard Your Thoughts!

124. (One of our young staff members
prays.) Lord, I'd liketo ask You about these
weird dreams |’ve had the past few nights.
They’rekind of likethe jealousy dreams| used
to have, except that they’re not about jeal ousy
per se. Thebad fedlingisalmost the same, though
—that feeling of being hurt, wronged, misjudged,
or treated unfairly; waking up feeling upset at
someone, like, “How could they possibly do or
say such things?’ I’ ve dubbed them “ bitterness
dreams,” and they’re very uninspiring, to say
the least, and of course make me wonder if
something’s wrong.

125.1 know | havethingsin my heart and
mind that aren’t completely pureand clean by
any means. | have tendencies toward jealousy,
comparing, bitterness, and murmuring. But thank-
fully, in red life, the emotions | feel, and cer-
tainly the situations | find myself in, are not
nearly as bad as those in these dreams. Yet the
way | act in the dreams scares me.

126. When | wasin thebathr oom thismorn-
ing and praying about it briefly, You told me
that 1 haven't been guarding my thoughts
enough asl gotodeep, and that’ swhy I’ vebeen
weaker in spirit. I'm so sorry for that. | know
it'strue; I’ velet myself get into adaydreaming,
fantasizing, analyzing kind of mind frameagain
and haven't been in tune with You, communing
with You, and desperatewith You as| goto deep.

127. (Jesusspeaking:) You areMy beloved
and gentle sheep; yet sometimesyou'realittle
ramlike and obstinatein some of your ways.

You do have strong opinions, ideas, and emo-
tions, and since the heart of man is naturally
sinful, of coursethethoughtsand intents of your
heart are not al pure, loving, giving, unselfish
andforgiving. Therearetendenciestoward jeal-
ousy and envy, bitterness and revenge; there's
also the tendency to feel sorry for yourself, to
bemoan and complain about your lot inlife.

128. Thesethingsarenot what prevail in
your spirit, however, because | have put My
Spirit withinyou, and | havealso helped youto
learn and grow so much over the past years to
where the light within you is so much greater
than the darkness; in fact, the darknessisnearly
insignificant. Yet the Enemy’s power isin fear,
and he'strying to make you fear that you don’t
really havevictories; that you don’t really have
enough of My light and Spirit in your life; that
you'll wash out when the showdown comes,
that if you wereto be put in such difficult situ-
ations as you face in your dreams, you’ d react
badly and your emotions and anger would get
the better of you.

129. Hispower isonly in fear, My love, so
what you haveto doisrebukehim, defy him,
and stand on My promises that | have deliv-
ered you, and that | will continue to perform
and perfect My work in you.

130. You must also doyour part toguard
your spiritual channel by stayingin tunewith
Meand desperatewith Me. Nighttimeisone of
your weak spots, atime which, without having
consciously decided so, you tend to want to
keep for yourself rather than giving it to Me.
Throughout the day you're on guard, in tune,
because you know you need to be for the sake
of your work for Me, and so that you can have a
clear channel to hear from Me and receive My
guidance. But at night you tend to let your guard
down, tothink of it as“your owntime,” thetime
when you don’t need to be bothered with any-
one or anything else.

131. Well, to someextent you doneed time
aloneto pray and think and reflect, but evenin
theselonetimesand thoughts, | should bein-
volved. You shouldn't just et your mind go and
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follow wherever it takes you, whether it be on
some fanciful journey of the imagination and
your hopesand dreamsfor loveandlife, or spend-
ing time scrutinizing and analyzing situations,
trying to figure things or people out, or conjur-
ing up scenarios of what might happen in your
persona life or the lives of those around you.
These things are not for you to trouble yoursel f
with, My love, for they are My concern and sub-
ject to My desires. You can pray and beseech
Me with your desires and hopes, but then you
must leave them in My hands and trust Me.

132. Theproblem hereisnot that you have
desiresor daydreams, aspirationsor fantasies,
or even that you observe and think about things
and try to understand or figure others out; the
problem is that you shut Me out at these times
and you let your carnal-mindedness take over.

133. 1 know you may think it unfair that
I’'m so“hard” onyou, sostrict, soastobein-
structing and training you to havenothoughts
that don’t involve M e, no“down times” when
you can just retreat into your own privateworld.
The reason for thisisthat | need you and your
channel to be refined and honed. You need to
beableto hear from Meclearly, not only to help
you in your personal life and your work right
now, but even more so as preparation for the
daysto come when prophecy will become your
primary means of protection and guidance.

134. 1've been increasing your link with
the spiritual realm and you’ ve become much
more sensitive and receptive than you were
before. For this reason, you must also be more
on guard. Because it's not only My spirits and
My voices that attempt to get through to you,
but the voices from the dark side as well.

135. If you want to be strong enough to
refusethem, then you must build awall that
givesno placefor them. Thesetimesof retreat-
ing into your own mind and natural reasoning
and baser thoughts and desires, leaving Me
aside, open little chinksin your defenses. They
allow thoughts of bitterness, anger, hurt and
hatred some “room to breathe” and develop.

136. It’snot awicked thingto have some

confusion and darknessin one smind, for this
ispart of human nature. Just asall have sinned,
all have at times gotten confused and turned
aside from the right way in their thoughts. | al-
low this becauseit causesyou to call out to Me
and seek Mefor help in bringing your thoughts
into captivity. Your partisthento call on Me, to
carry Me with you, to keep Me close to your
heart, to stay beside Me and not stray away.

137. These dreamswill depart from you
onceyou takethisstand tobemorevigilant and
prayerful andtoincludeMein all your timesof
thought and relaxation, rather than trying to
keep this one corner of your life as“your own”
and leaving Me out of it. | don't want to and
won't beleft out. | am ajealous Lord and Hus-
band and | want al of you, and | will haveall of
you.

138. Aslong asyou keep choosing Me, |
will continueto requiremoreand mor eof you
in your personal lifeand spiritual standard.
Yetinreturn| will aso give you moreand more,
and trust you with more and more, so that any
sacrifice will seem small in comparison. | love
you, My love, and all that | do or alow isfor the
purpose of bringing you closer and strength-
ening you.

139. Thesedreamsareastests, and they
can strengthen you if you turntoMefor My
help and guidance. Eveninyour dreamlast night,
though you werefilled with rage and bitterness,
you still heard My till, small voice instructing
you, warning you that such stubbornness and
bitterness would get you nowhere, and that you
had to yield and surrender if you were ever go-
ing to find a way out from under the cloud of
gloom and depression and allow peopleto trust
and respect you once again. So you see, even
though the Enemy and hisimpstry to prey upon
your weaknesses, My strength in you isso much
greater than your inherent sinful nature, and |
am more than ableto overcomein you! (End of
message from Jesus.)
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Learning to Love the Fight!

140. (Mama:) Areyou fedingalittlelow?
Here's a good tidbit of counsel from Dad, re-
ceived by one of our staff members who was
discouraged about the continuing difficulty of
her long-term affliction of aweak and sore back.

141. (Dad sings:) If you really want to
knock the Devil for aloop, just start praising
theLord!

If you really want to knock the Devil for a
loop, just start praising the Lord!

Just start praising the L ord, no matter what's
happening.

Just start praising the Lord, no matter what's

happening!

142. Praiseisthe... victory! Yes, praiseis
thevictory! Don't look down—Ilook up! Don't
look down at the pit wherethe Devil istrying to
throw you; look up to Heaven. Keep your eye
on the donut and not upon the hole! Keep your
eyes on Jesus!

143. Well, that’syour answer! Praisethe
Lord! PraisetheLord for everything. Sowhat if
theLordisalowing youto still be afflicted? So
what if you're feeling lousy? So what if your
affliction with your back is getting worse? So
what?

144. Areyou goingtogiveup? Areyou go-
ing to quit? Are you going to surrender to the
damn Devil? Hell, no! Show him you haven’t
even begun to fight yet! What did John Paul
Jones do? His arm was nearly shot off, hismen
werebeing killed, hisship waswrecked, and when
hisenemy asked if hewanted to surrender, what
did he say?*“ Okay, I’ ve had enough; sure, come
onover, boys.” No! Hesaid, “Hell, no! NO! NO!
NO! No, I'm not going to surrender! No, I’ m not
going to give up!” He was willing to go down
with the ship, he was so sure he was on the
winning side.

145. You'reon thewinningside! Don't give
up now! Show the Enemy you'’ re not going to
surrender. Show himyou' rewilling to go down
with the ship. Keep fighting! Are you supposed

to quit when you’'re hardest hit? No! You're
supposed to keep fighting! Youwant to learnto
lovethefight?Well, thenfight! Fight! Fight with
everything within you! Fight until your last
breath. God loves afighter.

146. You'reliketheguy in that songwhere
it says, “So you're caught in the midst of a
battle, saying, ‘| must’vedonesomeawful Sin!’”
Well, Sister, if you didn’t expect to go to war,
why did you join thearmy? You joined because
youwerewillingtoliveand diefor Jesus! That's
what Christian soldiers do. They live for the
Lord and they die for the Lord. Whatever they
do, they doit all for the Lord! Soto hell withthe
Devil and his attacks on your health. So what?
Keep going! Keep doing your best. Keep serv-
ing Jesus. If the Enemy whacks off your arm,
you still have another arm and two legs, right?
Look at it that way!

147. TheLord doesn’t willingly afflict His
children. Heallowsthem to suffer afflictions
for areason. The Lord isn't sitting back and
letting all this happen to you and thinking,
“Good, she's getting her just deserts!” Heisn't
thinking, “She's such a problem case with all
these NWOs, so | don't care what happens to
her!” The Lord loves you! He cares for you.
“Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom Hereceiveth” (Heb.
12:6). If Hedidn’t care about you, Hewould' ve
just let you do your own thing and you would
have wound up aterrible mess along time ago!

148. You'realiveone! Can’t you seethat?!
You're a live one—one who wants to grow in
theLord, onewholovestheLord. Soif youwant
to grow, you have to be willing to be trained,
willing to learn what you need to know to do the
job He'scalled you to do. It's all part of the job
description. “Think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which isto try you” (1Pet.4:12).
WEell, theverse does say tria, but theway it first
cameto you, astheword “trail,” isjust astrue!
Sometimes it’s a trail, a road of afflictions,
testings, and trials. But it isn’t a never-ending
road! You will arrive at your destination and go
on to greater victories. So don't give up, and
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don't listen to the damn Devil who istrying to
discourage you.

149. Yes, he'sbeen pulling out thebigguns
with therenewal of theseold battleswith day-
dreaming, and now with your afflictions, and
new battles that you've never fought—these
waves of depression and grief of heart you're
going through. But keep holding onto the Lord!
Hold on, Honey!

150. When you pray and ask theLord todo
something in your life, you shouldn’t be too
surprised when thetrialsstart comingin like
a flood afterwards. So what did you recently
pray? To be a better fighter, to love the fight,
right? Well, welcometo the battleground! You've
prayed and told the L ord you want to make more
progress, that you want a solid victory, that you
believe He can totally deliver you from some of
these things. Why are you surprised that the
Enemy iscominginlikeaflood?You say it makes
you not want to pray such things. Well, that's
understandable in away. If you can’t stand the
heat, stay out of kitchen! If you aren’t willingto
pay the price and go al the way, don't start the
building. What's the verse about counting the
cost and making sureyou'’ re going to finish what
you start? (L uke 14:28). If you go, go all theway!

151. 1 hopethislittletalk helped you to see
that you shouldn'’t be so sur prised by thebar -
rageof battlesyou’ vebeen having recently, and
now thisadded factor of your back not doing so
great. If you'redoingit right, the Devil will fight!
He's fighting you! He's fighting you! Are you
going to just sit there like a bump on alog and
let him beat the crap out of you whileyouwhine
away? Get up and fight! So you're down and
not even standing any more? Give him a swift
kick right whereit hurts! Show alittle“umph” if
you want to triumph. You can doit!

152. “Now unto Him that isableto keep
you from falling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of Hisglory with exceeding
joy, to the only wise God our Savior, be glory
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and
ever” (Jude 24-25). Amen? Amen! | love you!
Keep fighting! (End of message from Dad.)

The Value of Taking Breaks
153. (Mama:) Oneof our staff members
received thisduringtheir daily personal time
withtheL ord, askingHim about their day.

154. (Jesusspeaking:) Asyou put your hand
in My hand today, even though thisday looks
likeit will belong, with lotsof hard work todo,
| can makeit gomoreeasily for you. | canhelp
ittoflow, togoat My speed, and | will helpyou
to accomplish that which is needful. Things
have been very busy for you lately, and it was
good that you stopped to take abreak |ast night.
| was pleased that you not only took your Word
timeand timewith Me, but that you al so stopped
in the evening to go for a walk with someone
and watch amovie.

155. Even though ther e s so much to do,
you can’t doit in your own strength or in your
own flesh. Stopping for breaks acknowledges
that it has to be Me—that you can't do it by
working harder intheflesh. You' re acknowledg-
ing that the best way is to do things in My
strength at My speed—and that means obey-
ing My lawsfor loving life, and taking time to
rest, to spend time with Me, and to spend time
with others.

156. Otherwise, working through your
usual timesof rest or relaxation can becomea
works trip, and without realizing it, you can
become moredull in the spirit, proud, self-right-
eous, and going in the arm of the flesh instead
of in My strength. So stopping to take breaksis
not only good for your peace of mind and
staminato keep going, but it also helps remind
you that it hasto be Me anyway doing thework;
it manifests an attitude of faith and trust in Me
and in My plan and timetable.

157. That’snot tosay that ther €' snever a
timewhen it’ snecessary towork instead of tak-
ingyour usual timeoff, but it shouldn’t become
ahabit. Otherwiseit tendsto start moving inthe
direction of working in your own strength rather
than trusting that | am the One in control, and
the One Who must do the work through you.
(End of message from Jesus.)
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