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ne is a good illustration of prophecy. Just as you pour wine into a
beautiful, clean glass, so I wish for you to take the time to cleanse

your heart before Me and be still as I pour into you. Just as you share wine with
those that you love and are close to, and it is a sign of intimacy and enjoyment, so
do I wish for it to be a bonding, loving, caring experience as My brides hear from
Me together and humbly share what they receive in the spirit of love and gentle-
ness. Just as wine relaxes and helps you to unwind, so will My Words never fail
to set your heart and mind at peace and put things in perspective, when you take
the time to receive and drink them in.




Understanding Prophecy, Part 4!

By Maria

To our wonderful Family,
OD blessyou! | loveyou! Peter and | re-
alizethat therearesomecomplications
and difficultiesthat ariseswhen you gotothe
Lordfor every question and seek Hisleadingin
prophecy throughout the day for both personal
and Home matters. Some situations that come
up might be quite puzzling. When you’ re mak-
ing Home decisions, you might be stumped as
to how much you should discuss matters, how
much you should ask the L ord, and how to find
abalance. There'salso the possibility of confu-
sion and even disunity as aresult of the use of
prophecy. You shepherds might wonder how to
help people apply the personal propheciesthey
receive, and how to shepherd your flock when
they’re also being shepherded directly by the
Lord viaprophecy.

2. Weknew theLord didn’t want you to
losefaith or get discour aged about using proph-
ecy on adaily basis, soweasked Himfor simple
answers to some of these most common ques-
tions and problems. Of course, these answers
arenot as complete asthey could be, but for the
sakeof simplicity and clarity, theLord hasled us
to keep these answers fairly brief. If you find
you need more information about acertain topic
or you wonder how it applies to a situation or
problem that hascome
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the propheciesyou receive. He repeatedly ex-
plains that the key to understanding His mess-
ages, aswell as getting compl ete messages and
confirmationsof Hiswill asper changing circum-
stances and peopl€e’s choices, etc., is to keep
asking Him. There is more counsel along these
linesinthisGN.

4. Beforewegofurther, | would likeyou to
read amessagefromthel ord about howimport-
ant it istokeep an attitude of faith whenyou're
asking Him questionsabout the propheciesyou
or othersreceive. Your first reaction should not
be negative, doubtful or accusing, like, “Oh no,
the channel got it wrong. Something’'s wrong.
Thisisinfluenced, incomplete, etc.” If you be-
gintolook at each other critically and think nega-
tively about each other’s channels, it will cause
people to feel uneasy, and the end result could
be that people even lose faith to exercise their
gift of prophecy. That would be very sad.

5.When you'reseekingtheLord for fur-
ther information, clarifications, confirmations, and
answers to whatever questions you have about
the prophecies you or others receive, you need
to take care to demonstrate an attitude of posi-
tive expectancy and respect for the Lord’sinstruc-
tion. Here is more from our Lover on this sub-
ject:
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6. (Jesusspeaking:) Thebasicrequirement
for receiving, judging, and applying prophecy
isfaith—faith that | am in control, that | give
My Wordswhen you ask, and that | have all the
answers;, faith that | love you, that | love to
speak to you, and that | have chosen to speak
through frail, fallible, weak human vessels and
channels like yourselves.

7.1 donot look for perfection beforel give
My Words. | givethem towhoever asks. Thisis
important for you to remember when you are
learning to use prophecy. Always comefrom the
angle of faith, the angle of believing that | have
spoken. If clarificationsor additions are needed,
itisin My hand to give them. But you will not
receivefully or clearly if you don’t keep the atti-
tude of faith—for without faith it isimpossible
to please Me.

8. When someoner eceivesa messagethat
you havequestionsabout, ther ear etwo ways
that you can approach thesituation: You can
immediately assume that something is wrong
with the prophecy—that the channel somehow
got it wrong or wastoo rushed or was out of the
spirit or was not desperate enough, and you can
ask your questionsin that critical spirit. Or, you
can come before Me and each other with faith,
knowing that because | have chosen to use
prophecy so much inthese Last Days, | am also
going to help you understand and thereby over-
come any difficulties you encounter. In both of
these instances you' re asking questions about
themessage, or needing further clarification, but
can you seethedifference? Oneattitudeis seek-
ingtocriticize, find fault or place blame; the other
issimply seeking to hear the additional answers
that are needed.

9. Your attitudeshould be, “Lord, thank
You so much for speakingtouswith thisinitial
message. We have afew further questions that
we want to bring before You for clarification.
Thank You that You're so patient with us and
are alwayswilling to answer all our questions,
and thank You for so-and-so who had the faith
toreceivefrom You,” etc.

10. If you find your self tempted tohavean
accusatory attitude, or automatically assume
that aprophecy isincorrect just becauseyou
don’t personally likeit, that’ sthewrong atti-
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tude. It is an attitude of faith that pleases Me
and allows My Words to pour forth. Having an
attitude of doubt, or questioning that | really
spoke, or automatically assuming that because
there are further questions, the fault must lie
with the channel, does not please Me. While |
may still answer your questions, beware, for you
are allowing your heart to become lifted up in
prideasyou judge My Wordsin theflesh rather
than in the spirit. My Words are spirit, and they
must be judged in the spirit.

11. If you question the prophecy from the
angleof, “ Thisdoesn’t seem right; the chan-
nel must havegotten it wrong,” that opensthe
door todoubts, criticism, familiarity, and big
problems. If you're not judging it in the atti-
tude of faith, you have the potential to discour-
age peoplefrom using their gift of prophecy by
making them fearful. The foundation stoneyou
must base everything upon is the belief that |
speak through prophecy—so even if it sounds
odd to you, or you have further questions, or
things need to be clarified, you still treat proph-
ecy as My Word, with respect and thankfulness
and humility.

12. A positiveattitudebuildsfaithin My
Words, faith in prophecy, faith that | will speak
and that prophecy works. The negative attitude
intimidates, breeds fear and disunity and accu-
satory feelings of wanting to placethe blame. It
makes people feel that prophecy doesn’t work,
because it causes too much trouble.

13. By opening up the subject of there-
quirementsfor beingaclear channel, and by
making it clear that some propheciesarein-
completeor can even betainted and inaccur ate
duetothechannel not receiving clearly, | was
by nomeanssuggesting that thisshould beyour
first reaction when you hear a prophecy that
you wonder about or don’t personally likeor
agreewith. Your first reaction should alwaysbe
one of faith—thankful for the opportunity to
learn from My Words, and eager to hear more. If
you have further questions, theway you present
them to the channel or to others makes al the
differenceintheworld.

14. Learn alesson from My queen. Her
attitude is aways, “Thank the Lord that when
we don’t quite understand something in proph-



€ecy, or it seemsto go contrary to what we expect
or think, it gives us the opportunity to cometo
Him and find out more about how He thinksand
works, and the principles of the spirit world. He
alwayshasagood explanation whenweask Him
about prophecy questions and we always learn
so much.” If shewonders about something, she
asks Me to explain it, but always with the atti-
tude of great faith. It is because of her faith that
you, the Family, have growninyour use of proph-
ecy. Shehasbelieved that | have chosen to speak
through weak and frail vessels, and that | have
chosen to give My Words to the meek and
humble and unknowledgeable.

15. Itisbecauseof her faith that the chan-
nelsof her household havegrown and stretched
their faith timeand timeagain tor eceivethings
from Me. It is because of her attitude of faith
that | have been able to give her so much. It is
because of her great faith and asking questions
in faith that she has learned the workings of
prophecy, and is able to share the guidelines so
clearly. It isbecause she has exercised her faith
that you receive such wonderful revelations
from Meon aregular basis.

16. If her attitude had been guarded or
overly cautious or questioning in a doubtful
manner, doyou think her channeswould have
been willing to receive the things that | now
givethem? No. They would never have grown
and exercised their channels if they had been
afraid of receiving a“wrong” prophecy. But be-
cause of the queen’s faith and her belief that |
was able to speak through anyone who would
get quiet, listen, and baretheir heartsbefore Me,
and wait with open channels, desperately ask-
ing Me to overrule their own thoughts, they
learned and grew, and have now become won-
derful channels, exercised and with greater faith
themselves.

17. Soyou who havetheresponsibility of
judging prophecy must beequally asprayerful
and full of faith, so that you can havetheright
reactionsand attitudes, which will minister faith
unto those who are exercising their channels.

18. Prophecy istheway that |'m leading
the Family. Itisthe way of thefuture; you will
not survive without it. How sad it would be for
one of your matesto becrippled intheir service

for Me because they lose the faith to receive
messages, because of being condemned for a
messagewhichisincomplete. Everyoneislearn-
ing, and there will be lessons. But if those les-
sons are treated with the attitude of faith, and
you say, “Thanks for praying about it. Maybe
we can go back to the Lord and see what else
He has to say on this subject and what further
insight He can give,” then people will grow.
They’ Il be encouraged, and they’ll havefaithto
exercisetheir gifts. If the opportunitiesyou en-
counter along the way to learn lessons are not
treated with faith, people will become stunted
in their growth, and could even give up proph-
esying altogether out of discouragement.

19. Bewar e of pride, which would seek to
enter in and result in the attitude of placing
blameor finding fault. Pride can cause you to
reject a prophecy because you don't like the
way it sounds. If you'relifted up in pride, you
can betempted toimmediately feel that the chan-
nel must be at fault somehow.

20. Remember, prophecy isMy Word. The
Enemy hatesit. Hewill try to tear downitscred-
ibility any way he can. Don't let him convince
you with hislies! Keep an attitude of faith, and
alwaysbewilling to cometo Mein humility and
let Meinstruct you. The Enemy would al so seek
to enter with sensitivity when you havereceived
amessagethat needsfurther clarification. Don’t
let him discourage you from coming back toMe
time and time again. Sometimes that’s what it
takes! It'safight, butit’'sworthit! Amen? (End
of message from Jesus.)

Seek the Lord before discussions
to establish your thoughts

21. (Question:) In our Home we some-
times discuss something and then ask the
Lord about it. Often a person’s opinions are
reflected in what they give in prophecy. How
can | know that that is a true prophecy and
not just that person’s thoughts?

22. (Jesusspeaking:) Thereareseveral im-
portant pointstoremember if you wanttore-
ceive clear messagesthat are not influenced
by your own thoughts or opinions. To begin
with, you should pray before you begin to dis-



cussthat you will be open to My whispers, that
you will bewise and led by Mein your discus-
sions. Also, you need to be generally yielded
and obedient in your life. You need to befull of
My Spirit by staying close to Me in the Word,
private prayer, praise, and loving Meintimately
on adaily basis. You need to be open to listen-
ing to others' opinions so you can formulate
well-balanced questions when you prepare to
hear from Mein prophecy.

23. If you enter your discussionsin this
frameof mind, and you sincer ely and desper -
ately ask Meto establish your thoughts and
lead your discussion, thenit shouldn’t surprise
you if what you say and the points you bring
out inyour conversation are later confirmed by
Me in prophecy. | was leading your conversa-
tion and laying the various options and ideas
on your heart; so then, when | speak through
you in prophecy, | am continuing to speak, but
directly through prophecy instead of indirectly
through your discussion.

24.You'll havetotakeit by faith that it'sa
true prophecy when someone’ sopinionsare
reflected in the messagethey receivein proph-
ecy. But if you're unified, and you know each
person involved in the discussion only wants
My will, then you should be ableto trust Mefor
the outcome and that what was given in proph-
ecy was of Me.

25. If you have seriousreser vations, you
can counsel about it privately and pray further
about it. If you fedl the prophecy wasinfluenced
by the person’s opinions or personal emotions,
then you can seek further information and con-
firmations. | will not allow the prophecy some-
onereceivesto cause serious problemsif you'll
keep coming back to Me and seeking Me each
step of the way. (End of message from Jesus.)

26. (Summary of answer:) Thekey istobe
desperatewith theL ord during your timesof
discussion so He can lead your conver sation
and give Hisideasthrough you. Heisableto
speak through you and establish your thoughts
when you are humble and desperate for Hiswill.
Also, you need to stay close to the Lord and
full of His Spirit on adaily basisif you expect
your thoughtsto be guided by Him, and you do

thisby being faithful with your Word time, pri-
vateprayer, praise, and loving Him intimately. If
you're open to others' opinions during your
discussions, you'll be able to formulate good
guestions to ask the Lord. If you're all doing
your best to do these things, then you can have
faith that the messages you receive in proph-
ecy will be His thoughts, not your own.

27.1f you havequestionsabout a prophecy,
however, you are welcometo discussit further
and ask the Lord for aconfirmation on thereli-
ability of aprophecy, or for any further confir-
mations, clarifications, etc.

28. (Mama:) Also, it isoften advantageous
tohear from theL ord beforeyour discussion.
By doing thisyouwill beableto know theLord’'s
genera will, and then you can discussit further,
after which you can formulate more specific
guestions and get more information from the
Lord. Hearing from the Lord before your discus-
sion is not to be confused with the previous
counsel in Part 2 of thisseries, which says, “Itis
beneficial, when possible, to counsel about
whatever issue you're praying about, to make
sureyou have as much accurate information and
as clear an understanding of the situation as
possible.” Hearing from the Lord before discuss-
ing the situation is the balance to this former
counsel. The Lord will often vary the way He
leads you in each situation; He will work ac-
cording to peopl €' sfaith, and hearing from Him
both before and after a discussion can comple-
ment one another.

29. Theinitial information the L ord may
giveyou at thebeginning of adiscussion might
not necessarily bea“donedeal.” Hemight in-
stead opt to give you some general guidelines
and principles, reminders, or afew details that
you hadn’'t thought of. The key is to keep ask-
ing the Lord every step of theway. At the end of
your discussion when you pray again about the
Lord'swill, should Hetell you something differ-
ent than what Hetold you when you first prayed,
if you have any questions or you don’t under-
stand something, go back and ask Him again.
Hehasall theanswers, Heiswilling to explain,
and thingswill become clear if you keep asking
Him.



30. Along similar lines, if you as a shep-
herd areaskingsomeonetohear fromthelLord
about amatter, you need tobevery prayerful
about how you present therequest. It'spossible
that if you're forceful in your presentation and
make a very strong case for a particular side of
theissue, it could weaken the faith of the chan-
nel to receive amessage that is contrary to your
leadings. That could causethe personto receive
an incomplete prophecy because they feel that
you expect a certain answer, and if they don't
have the faith to give something contrary, then
it could influence the message. Asyou learned
in Part 2 of this series, such incomplete prophe-
ciesare not wrong, but obviously they’re not as
helpful as amessage that is more compl ete.

31. HereisamessagefromtheL ord, given
for a shepherd who often called on oneof his
helpersto hear from the L ord about various
matter s, but the L ord explains how hisexplana-
tions of the requests needed to be more prayer-
fully and wisely presented. Though this mess-
agewasgiven for ashepherd, the principlesand
tipsapply to everyone, including those who dis-
cussmattersin teamwork or Home Council meet-
ings.

32. (Jesus speaking:) In situationswhere
the channel seemsto beinfluenced and easily
swayed by the opinions and thoughts that have
been discussed previoudly, it's the shepherd's
responsibility to seek Me concerning how to
present the different options that need to be
prayed about.

33. Somepeoplearevery powerful in their
presentations and in giving their opinions.
Without meaning to, they can easily givetheim-
pression that they’ re already convinced of what
thewill of theLordis. Inthiscase, it could make
it very difficult for a channel to be completely
open to whatever | would give, and they could
be less desperate for My answers since they
feel that the answer is aforegone conclusion.

34. Evenin caseswhereashepherdiscor-
rect in the opinions and feelings that he has
presented, when it comestimeto stop and pray
and hear from Me, he must lead theway in des-
perately praying that | will clear their mindsand
thoughts of any preconceived ideas. Through

his sample, the shepherd will help the othersto
do the same.

35. If ashepherd haswondered or felt that
per haps he' sinfluencing someone’' s channel
by thethingshe hassaid or the opinionsthat
he has shared, thenit’'sup to him to make sure
that he leads the way in slowing things down
and stopping long enough to make sure that a
strong connection is made and a good, healthy
desperation has been established in the spirit.

36. When ashepherd hasa strong per son-
ality and strong opinions, the thingsthat he
sayscan naturally carry alot of weight and can
easily sway people sfeelings. Therefore, shep-
herds must go out of their way—as you do, My
gueen—to make it very clear to those they are
asking to hear from Me that they’re sincerely
open to whatever | lead them to do. Although
you may aready havealeaning concerning what
should be done, you, My queen, are careful to
present things in such a way that the channel
knowswithout adoubt that you' re opento what-
ever | have to say.

37. Thisfor cesthechannd tohaveaheslthy
fear of Meand toget desperatefor My answers.
If it were obvious to the channel that you al-
ready were very strongly opinionated, then the
channel would not be inclined to be as desper-
ate for whatever answer | had to give, or would
find it difficult to have the faith to give some-
thing contrary to your leadings. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

38. (Mama:) | realizethat in some cases
teamwork or Home Council meetingshavegot-
ten quiteheated, with peoplepushingtheir opin-
ionsand tryingto makeastrong casefor their
views. Andif you happen to be the most knowl-
edgeabl e about something, you might feel you
haveto push your views even harder. Of course,
it'sbetter if discussionscan be calm, with every-
one presenting their viewswithout getting force-
ful. But | realizethat that doesn’t always happen.

39. However, even if you havehad adiscus-
sion wher e everyoneor even just oneperson
haspresented avery strong*“ case’ and agood
argument for doing acertain thing or making a
particular decision, each of you is responsible
to loosen your tight grip on your personal opin-



ions before hearing from the Lord. You do this
by stopping, praying desperately, and showing
that you' re open to whatever the L ord wantsto
say. You have to take time to calm your spirit
and ask the L ord to override your personal opin-
ions. Thisisof utmost importance, so that each
of you hearing from the Lord will havethefaith
to receive whatever He gives. If you do this,
you'll have a much greater chance of getting
complete, uninfluenced prophecies.

How many people should pray
about Home decisions?

40. (Question:) For aHome decision, is it
enough to have just one person hear from the
Lord or should there be two or three?

41. (Jesusspeaking:) Thisisaccordingto
your faith asa Home. If it's amajor decision
regarding weighty matters, it might be wise to
have several people hear from Meabout it. | do
not suggest that you have several people hear
from M e because one person might get it wrong;
that is not the case, because I'm able to give
My will asclearly through one asthrough many.
Butit'slikely that therewill be many anglesand
facetsthat | could talk about, and through sev-
eral channels opening up to Me on the subject
| could give well-rounded counsel and many
more details than one person would have the
vacuum to receive.

42. For minor Homedecisions, it’sup to
thefaith of theHomeastowho praysabout it
and how many peoplepray about it. For sndler,
simpler decisions, it's fine to appoint one per-
son to pray about it; for larger decisions, you
might want to appoint two or three people. It's
according to your faith. | will bless and reward
and pour down My seeds to all who open their
channel to Me in faith, humility and yielded-
ness. (End of message from Jesus.)

43. (Summary of answer:) It’saccording
toyour own faith asaHome, but for major deci-
sions, if more than one person hears from the
Lord you're apt to get more details, which is
hel pful.

How does prophecy
fit in with voting?

44, (Question:) The Charter says we
should vote on many things, and the majority
rules on many decisions. Where does proph-
ecy fitin? If we're voting, why hear from the
Lord? Or if we're hearing from the Lord, why
vote?

45, (Jesusspeaking:) The Charter wasput
in place beforeyou wereexercised in hearing
from Me. Now that you' relearning to hear more
from Me about everything, you must learn how
to use prophecy in conjunction with the Char-
ter. Each individual situation will be different,
but I will give you some general guidelines.

46. When amatter comesup that must be
decided, it'swisetobringit toMe. TheHome
should agree together on the questions to ask
Me and should appoint people to come before
Me, or else should come before Me as a body.
The answersthat | give can then be shared, and
many times you'll find that | place before you
further pros and cons, and leave the final deci-
sion with you. It's rare that | tell you that you
must definitely do acertain thing. | oftenliketo
work with you when making decisions. For ex-
ample, when asking Meif you should organizea
special outing for the Home, when you cometo
Me and ask Me if you should go, as you relate
the pros and cons and ask Me your questions, |
will answer. However, often through My voice
of prophecy | will leave the final responsibility
to choose up to you. Inthisway, | am not dictat-
ing what you should do, but working hand in
hand in helping you to make your decisions. |
usualy point in the direction that | know would
be best for you to go, but many timesthereisa
sacrificeinvolved, or acommitment that you must
make, or there are other options which | also
give you.

47. That’ swhereyou must voteto seal your
decision asaHome, to make surethat all arein
agreement, or at least that you have the agree-
ment of the majority of the Home. If someone
doesn't agree, they’re free to bring the matter
up again for further prayer and arevote, butin
the meantime all Home members must abide by
the decision of the majority of voting members.



48. 1t swiseto hear from Mewhen decid-
ingon matters. However, itisstill necessary to
vote. | am flexible and offer you different meth-
ods in how you might conduct your voting. In
some cases, you should come to Me first, be-
foreawholelot of discussion, to hear My coun-
sel on the subject. The answers | give should
be made available to all those involved in the
decision, then all must vote, to signify the com-
mitment, the decision that has been made.

49, At other times, you may want to gather
your voting member s, present theoptionsand
takeasimplenonbinding vote, in order to see
how peoplear eleaning. Thenyou can bring the
outcome of this noncommittal vote to Me and
ask for My final confirmation. | will either give
you to the go-ahead or present you with an-
other option or further details as to why you
should consider another course of action, other
than what you arrived at in your nonbinding vote.
After hearing from Mein prophecy, the counsel
received should be shared with the voting mem-
bers of your Home and an official vote should
then be taken. (End of message from Jesus.)

50. (Summary of answer:) You should hear
fromtheL ordin prophecy about matter sthat
need tobedecided by avoteof your Homevoting
members. It's recommended that you decide
unitedly on which questions to ask the Lord
and to either appoint someone(s) to hear from
Him in prophecy or have a united prayer and
prophecy meeting. Then share the prophecies
the Lord giveswith all the voting members.

51. After taking into consideration the
Lord’'scounsd, you aretovoteon thematter, to
signify thecommitment and thedecision that
hasbeen made. Home members must abide by
the decision of the majority of the voting mem-
bers. (The matter can be brought up at a later
date for further prayer and arevote, if necess-
ary or desired.)

Is it okay to question a prophecy
and pray further about it?

52. (Question:) Sometimes there are
qguestions about a prophecy; possibly the
shepherds or others don’t have a peace about
it, or they feel that it doesn’t fit their circum-
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stances or the way things unfold. But people
are hesitant to discuss it, pray further about
it, or take into consideration the other ways
to find the Lord’s will, as they don’t want to
voice anything contrary to what the prophecy
said, even though everything else seems to
point another way and quite afew people have
guestions about the prophecy. What should
we do in this case?

53. (Jesusspeaking:) When questionsarise
because of a prophecy, then you must feel free
todiscussit, to counsel together. If aperson or
persons feel that the counsel given in a proph-
ecy is not the full answer, or there is anything
about the counsel that they wonder about or
don’t have a peace about, then they should feel
freeto speak up, and those involved should talk
about it and be willing to seek Mefurther about
the matter. In situations like this, it would be
best to ask Me again. Asl saidin My Word, “In
the mouth of two or three witnesses let every
word be established.”

54. At times My prophets see through a
glassdarkly, and sometimesthe messagere-
ceived isnot alwaysclear. Sofeel freeto come
together in prayer and discuss the prophecy,
counsel together, and test the other waysto know
if itisMy will or not. Also, | urge you to come
before Me again for clarification—and if need
be, let the question be settled through the mouth
of two or three witnesses.

55. If adecisonismade, it’ simpor tant that
theHomebein unity and that therebeagree-
ment among the Homemember s, for in unity
thereis strength. I’ve given prophecy to you
to assist you in your decision-making and to
help you to find My highest will. But don't ne-
glect the other ways—the printed Word, the
open doors, the burdens, the leadings, the wise
counsel—for thesethingsareimportant aswell.
Feel free to discuss, to ask Me about the situa-
tionagain, and to useall thewaysof finding My
will beforeyou cometo afinal decision. (End of
message from Jesus.)

56. (Summary of answer:) Prophecy should
beused alongwith theother waystoknow God's
will. If aprophecy affects others, then as much



as possible, al concerned should be in agree-
ment with the decision or the direction taken as
per the prophecy. (Note: Or at |east the majority
should be in agreement if a vote is taken.) If
someone does not have a peace about the in-
struction given in prophecy, that person should
voice their opinion and you should discuss the
matter and pray about it further to hear fromthe
Lord in prophecy for clarification, or to seeif He
has any additional information or direction.
57.1t’simportant that therebeunity re-
garding puttinginto practicethe counsal given
through prophecy. Whenever there are ques-
tionsor you don’t feel comfortable with the di-
rection given, you should discuss the situation,
hear from the L ord again, and al so consider the
other waysto know God’swill as confirmations.

58. (Mama:) Just because someone has
heard fromtheL ordin prophecy doesnot mean
that thedecison or action cannot bequestioned.
It'sperfectly acceptable, and in fact often highly
recommended, that we go back to the Lord to
receive moreinformation in prophecy if we have
reservations or questions. The Lord has made it
clear that He will show uswhen we need to hear
morefrom Him onameatter by either giving some-
one a check or by changing the circumstances
to bring up some aspect of the situation that we
were not aware of previoudly.

59. Therereallyisnoreason for anyoneto
besenstiveif aprophecy they received isques-
tioned. There'snothing wrong with that. That’s
not bad. The Bible says, “now we seethrough a
glassdarkly,” and it's not always the channel’s
fault.

60. Theper son whor eceivesthe prophecy
shouldn’t beembarrassed and fed sensitiveand
that they’rebeing put on thespot if thereare
guestions about the prophecy, because this
should just be a normal occurrence. People
should feel free to ask about prophecies, soit's
best to accept the fact that there will be ques-
tions about many prophecies—not necessarily
because the person who received the prophecy
isapoor channel, but for avariety of reasons. If
someone questions a prophecy or brings up
other sides of the situation, that doesn’t mean
that the person is doubting the veracity of the

prophecy or accusing the channel of getting a
wrong prophecy. They just want to be sure the
message iscomplete. Either they’ rebeing faith-
ful to voice any checks or questions the Lord
might lay ontheir heart, or possibly they' reaware
of changesor other circumstancesthat have come
up or that need to be taken into consideration.

61. Thebottom lineis: If youwant toavoid
alot of confusion in theuseof prophecy, please
realizeand accept thefact that you can ques-
tion propheciesand pray further about them,
and no one should be afraid to do so or feel
intimidated. Therecould very well beother sides
to the question that need to be prayed about, or
other factorsthat the Lord still wantsto reveal,
so He's checking someone el se or giving some-
one uneasy feelings or changing the circum-
stancessoyou' || be motivated to hear from Him
inprophecy again. If you feel uneasy about ques-
tioning a prophecy and you’'re not sure if your
reservationsarevalid, you can ask theLord! He
can confirm whether what you're thinking is
something important to bring up, and He'll show
you how to do so, according to Hiswill.

62. Asachannel, you can get pretty shaky
when you’ veprayed about something and feel
inspired about your prophecy, and then some-
onebringsup apotential problem withit. It can
beareal downer, awet blanket on your enthusi-
asm. Even worse than that, it can cause you to
doubt your channel, to worry that you can't get
reliable prophecies. I’'m sorry about that, as |
know that’'s a real battle, but the sooner you
learn to not react like that and not entertain those
negative thoughts, themoreyou'll progressand
the happier you'll be using your gift of proph-
ecy. Pleasedon't takeit personally or worry about
it when there are questions about the messages
you receive. And if you find you're being hit
with discouragement or you wonder about a
prophecy you received that is being prayed
about further, ask the Lord about it. He can help
to resolve any questions you might have.

63. TheL ordleadsusstep by step, and when
He putsreservationsin someone's heart or
there's a change of circumstances, then it's
often becauseHehassomething further tosay
on the subject. When that happens, it doesn’t
reflect negatively on your channel. That's just



the way the Lord works, and it shouldn’t be a
problem—unless, of course, you neglect to pray
further, in which case you could find yourself
operating on incomplete instructions, which
could result in some problems, or at least cause
your efforts to not be as fruitful as they could
otherwise be.

Never use prophecy selfishly
or to achieve your own aims

64. (Question:) What if aperson uses their
gift of prophecy to have additional power in
the Home by saying, “1 prayed about it,” and
then no one feels they can say anything or
bring up other sides to the situation because
that person has “heard from the Lord”?
Where is the balance and how do you handle
that?

65. (Jesusspeaking:) A per son should never
try to use the gift of prophecy selfishly, to
achievehisown aims. | will not blessthat. | will
bless unity and yieldedness and preferring one
another.

66. If you receivea prophecy of personal
direction that only affectsyour self and no one
€else, you arenot obligated to shar ethat proph-
ecy with other s, but it is advisable, becausethen
you can avail yourself of another’s counsel, wis-
dom, discernment and help ininterpretation, and
you can receive any possible checks about fur-
ther questions you might need to ask Me. For
personal decisions that don't affect others,
you're not obligated to receive the counsel of
others, and if youdon't, you'renot in aposition
to be disciplined by your Home or shepherds,
unlessyour decisionisout of linewith the Char-
ter or the Word. But if you take that private
stance, you may be proving yourself unwiseand
immature. For if you' retruly seeking My will and
want to walk in unison with Me, you will wel-
come counsel and you won't be afraid of seek-
ing confirmations of the words | give you. But
as you know, for personal decisions that affect
only you, you're not obligated, under the Char-
ter, to operate according to the prophecies that
others receive for you, or even the prophecies
of clarification that they receive regarding the
propheciesyou receive; you can operate accord-

ing to your own faith.

67. But if your decisions affect othersor
your Home, then you must bewillingtowork in
unity with othersand beopen totheir counsel
regarding the prophecies you receive. Even
though you’ve heard from Me and you’ve re-
ceived true, good prophecies, you're still re-
quired under the Charter to work in unison with
your Home members, respecting the rules and
regulations you’ ve decided upon together as a
Home. So you should accept the need to pray
further about your prophecies at times when it
isnecessary. If you refuseto work in unity with
othersand you disregard their feelingsand con-
cerns, then you can be disciplined according to
the measures allowed in the Charter.

68. You are not your own man when it
comestoyour gift of prophecy affectingothers.
You can’t just “ go according to your own faith”
when your prophecies affect others or your
Home. In that situation you must also take the
faith of othersinto consideration and bewilling
to cometo a united agreement with your Home
members as much as possible. If you and the
other members of your Home cannot unani-
mously agree, then you must be willing to put
your decision to aHome vote, according to the
rules of the Charter.

69. Decisionsthat affect theHomearethe
Home'sresponsibility, and if the Home wants
to have further prayer about something, every-
one should respect that and should be thankful
for the opportunity to receive more of My coun-
sel on asubject. If you' retoo insistent that you
have already prayed about something and thus
should proceed with it, that's a danger sign—
for it shows that you are quite set on the idea,
and it's likely that you're not open enough to
My checks and My voice on the matter.

70. Much contention, strife, heartacheand
confusion can beavoided if each person walks
in humility before M eand each other, seeking
My will aboveall. If you havethishumility, then
you'll bewilling tolistento others' counsel and
opinionsregarding your prophecies, and you'l
have faith to hear from Me again, or to have
others hear from Me about the questions that
come up. You'll be willing to trust Me utterly,
knowing that | will have My perfect will asyou
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lay your own desires—and even your personal
prophecies—at My feet.

71. Shepherds, don't hesitatetobring up
your concer nsif you feel a prophecy isincom-
pleteor needsmoreprayer or balance. You're
shirking your responsibility if you simply look
the other way and say, “Oh well, | guessthere's
nothing we can do about it. He's already heard
fromtheLord.” I’'vemadeit clear timeandtime
again that | expect you to come back to Me if
you have reservations or questions. And this
counsel is not just for shepherds, but for all
concerned Home members. | call you to beyour
brother’s keepers and to share your feelingsin
love and humility if you see something that
needs further prayer or if you receive a check
fromMe.

72. Humility isthekey if you want to use
thegift of prophecy wisely and happily. Both
those who receive the prophecies as well as
those who judge and help to interpret the proph-
ecies must be humble. And the greatest mani-
festation of humility in this situationisto want
My will above anything else, and to be willing
to let go of your own plans and aspirations in
order to find what | know to be best. (End of
message fromJesus.)

73. (Summary of answer:) You arenot to
usethegift of prophecy toyour own ends! The
L ord blesses unity, yieldedness, and taking into
consideration the feelings and needs of others.

74.1f you'rehearingfrom theL ord about a
per sonal decision that only affectsyou, then
you'renot obligated to sharetheprophecy with
others or seek the counsel of others; but it's
wise to do so, in order to benefit from others
counsel and input. If the decision you’' re mak-
ingisinlinewith the Word and the Charter, you
can operate according to your own faith on per-
sonal decisions. You will not be disciplined by
refusing the counsel of others. However, by
doing so, you may show yourself to be unwise
and immature, because you risk missing some
important parts of the picture through lack of
counsel. If others do get additional counsel in
prophecy for you about a personal decision,
you’ re not obligated under the Charter to apply
it.

75. If you'rehearingfrom theL ord about a
decision that affectsothersor your Home, then
you areobligated tobeopentoothers opinions
and counsel, and to have your prophecy prayed
about further—either by you or others—if need
be. If you refuse to work in unity with others,
then you can be disciplined according to the
guidelines of the Charter. You can’t just “go ac-
cording to your own faith” when your decisions
affect your Home or others; you must also con-
sider and respect their faith. You must bewilling
to make aunited decision with your Home, even
if you've heard from the Lord on something.
When those affected cannot agree unanimously,
you should vote.

76. 11’ stheresponsibility of theshepherds
and all Homemember sto bring up other sides
toasituation. You shouldn’t just drop theissue
because someone “has prayed about it.” Until
those affected are at peace about a decision
and/or thereis at least a vote taken, the matter
should not be ignored.

77. Humility isthekey when using proph-
ecy to make decisions. And in this case, your
humility will be shown by how much you want
the Lord'swill above anything else.

78. (Mama:) After readingthiscounsd, |
pray you will not overreact and spend alot of
unnecessary timecounseling about every single
prophecy that affectsothersor your Home. If
your Hometeamwork and Home membersare at
peace with the way the Lord isleading through
prophecy, fine. That’'sgreat. The point issimply
that you're free to question prophecies that af -
fect othersor your Home, and if necessary, those
prophecies can be prayed about further. Or if
new factors arise, those factors should be taken
into consideration and prayed about, if need be.

79. What wewant to avoid ispeopleexer -
cising undue power or control in the Home
through the use of prophecy. For example, if
someone comesto your Home Council meeting
with a topic to discuss and brings a prophecy
on that topic, that does not mean that the proph-
ecy cannot be questioned and the topic prayed
about further after othershave voiced their opin-
ions. The person who received the original
prophecy should not be sensitive.
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80. Other examples might be: You'reon
theroad on awitnessing trip. One of theteam
members got up early to have prayer time, and
mentions at breakfast that the Lord confirmed
that you should go to such-and-such a spot to
witness. But then one of the other members of
theteam says, “ Oh, did you know that last week
our team was asked to leave that place by the
police?’ If that factor were not taken into con-
sideration, thenit' d bewiseto ask theLord again.

81. Or say someonein your Home prays
about takingtheyoung peopletoamoviein the
theater sand the L ord saysyes. But then later
another person brings up that the next day is
their special “consider the poor” day when the
teens need to get up at 5:30 A.M., so maybe it
wouldn’t be the best night for them to be out
late. If that factor wasn't taken into consider-
ation, it would be good to ask the Lord for a
confirmation, or to seeif Hehasabetter planfor
the movie outing.

82. Thesetypesof confir mation prophecies
from the Lord need not take alot of time.

83. Now if the situation is a bigger deci-
sion, such aswhether you'regoingto moveout
of your Home, and therearevariousopinions,
then that would require more counsel, more dis-
cussion, and more prayer, because your Home
should certainly bein unity on major decisions;
or after praying about all the questions and fac-
tors, if you're not 100% in unity, at least you
should be able to come to a vote, knowing
you' ve taken everything into consideration and
have been wise and prayerful.

84. L et meexplain astuation that cameup
recently in our Homewher etheper sonal proph-
eciestwo peoplereceived needed further prayer
becauseother swerenot at peacewith thecoun-
sal given. It'snot by any meansthat these people
were trying to “control the Home” through
prophecy. It was a case of their personal proph-
ecies leading them to a decision that would not
have had the best results for the overall Home.
Here's the situation: Our Home members had
planned a dance, a special event of celebration
that we had al looked forward to for many weeks.
Two of our SGA women wanted to do achoreo-
graphed dance, and they asked Misty, one of
the organizers of the event, if they could use a

System song. The reason they wanted to coun-
sel about thisis because our general Home pol-
icy isto not include System music in our dance
nightsand times of united fellowship. Misty was
not familiar with the song; shelistened to it and
then suggested the two girls ask the Lord about
it.

85. Both girlsreceived propheciesthat indi-
cated that they could dotheir dancetothe Sys-
tem song. Misty then told them, “ Go according
toyour faith and the Lord’sokay.” But later she
realized that therewere morefactorsto the equa-
tion than they had previously realized, some
“cons,” and she felt uneasy about it.

86. Shetalked further withthegirls, shar-
ing thevariousother factorsthat shehadn’t
been awar e of when she suggested they pray
about it. She also pointed out the various cau-
tions the Lord presented in their prophecies,
which indicated that possibly it was something
Hewasallowing, but that it was not His highest
or best. She asked that they take it back to the
Lord. Of course, thiswasinitialy disappointing
to the girls, but after counseling together, they
came to the conclusion that using the System
song was no longer advisable. They were in
unity about the decision, but they needed aclear
explanation about why the Lord didn’t just tell
them “no” about the song right from the start,
which would have been much simpler and less
discouraging. One of the SGAs volunteered to
ask the Lord about it.

87. (Prayer of the SGA beforehearing from
theLord:) Lord, taking all the factorsinto con-
sideration, and the three of us having discussed
the use of thissong further, we' ve already come
to the conclusion that it's not the best thing, so
I’m not even going to ask You that. There are
guestions, though, about why You led us at first
tothink it would befine, and why thefirst proph-
ecies You gave to both of us seemed to confirm
that it would befineto use this song. Could You
please explain and clarify why that happened,
and what we should learn through it?

88. Intalkingabout it somewhat, it seems
that part of it isthat theanswer weget isdepen-
dent on the question. We asked if it was okay,
and asked that You would stop us if it was
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wrong; yet wedidn’t ask if it wasthe best. Also,
part of theproblemliesinthat Misty wasn't aware
that others had already asked about System
music and had been told that we wouldn’t have
any, asusual. She's sweetly taken the blamefor
not having been more prayerful and not taking
the time to think and pray more in depth about
what questions to ask when praying about this
thefirst time around.

89. What' sdoneisdone, and wedid gothe
“longway” of prayingwhenwedidn’t havethe
full picture of exactly what we were praying
about, and thus getting our hopes up and then
getting disappointed—which is sad and a bit
discouraging. We know, though, that You must
have some reason why You allowed this, and we
want to at least be able to get some lessons out
of thisin order to make it aworthwhile experi-
ence, and maybe even one that can benefit
others.

90. (Jesusspeaking:) | would haveallowed
you to use this song for this performance at
thisparty; infact, | would still allow you tonow,
if you wereintent and insistent upon it. It'snot
that evil or harmful, nor would it be spiritually
disruptiveinitself. However, | would also state
clearly now that itisnot My highest and best will.

91. If you would haveasked thispar ticular
guestion mor e specifically thefirst timeyou
prayed, | would havegiven you thisspecifican-
swer. | answered you, and the words | spoke
were true; yet this was a case where | limited
Myself to speak only in answer to your ques-
tion, in order to bring out more lessons through
thisexperience.

92.It’seasier for Meto giveamorecom-
pleteanswer when you either ask morespecific
guestionsor you say, “ Tell uswhatever You have
to say about this.” Thisisagood way to do it,
especialy for those of you who feel you don’t
have a very sharp mind or sufficient logic or
analyzing ability to be able to foresee and ask
whatever further questions might be asked. Still,
though, even if you do ask Me to give you
“whatever | haveto say,” therearetimeswhen |
don't give absolutely everything, because | want
you towork together with others. | want thereto
be unity, counsel, and teamwork.

93. Your heartswereopen, but they weren't
asopen asthey could have been. Thisdoesn't
mean that the messages were tainted, nor does
it mean that I’ m displeased with you in any way,
or criticizing you for alack of yieldedness. What
it does mean is that the messages could have
been more compl ete.

94. Thefault doesn’t lieentirely with you
girls who wanted to use the song and who
prayed about it, nor with those organizing and
coordinating the party for not having been more
specific about the question and given the sub-
ject more thought and prayer. | allowed thisin-
cident as a learning experience, and there are
several lessons that you can learn.

95. One of the main onesiswhat | have
brought out already: It paystoask Mespecific
guestions—themore specific the better. And
in most cases, it pays to not only state your
specific question, but also to ask Meto add any-
thing further | might have, which you would not
have thought of.

96. Sometimes you think you're open to
anything, and aretryingto be. But often what
happens is that your mind gets so full of the
details, and of wanting the specific answer to a
specific question, that you unwittingly clog up
your mind by concentrating on that, and thus
don't leave yourself fully open to receive other
things that | have for you. So it helps in most
casesto specifically state, mostly for your own
sake, that you want not only My answer, but
anything further | have to add.

97. Your human mindsarelimited in the
amount that they can focusand concentrateon,
and sometimesthiscan hinder you from get-
ting thefull answer. Yet it doesn’t haveto, be-
cause if you consciously open yourself up, re-
minding Me and reminding yourself that you
want to hear everything | haveto say, no matter
what it is, thishelps Meto be able to overcome
your natural mind and itstendencies and weak-
nesses. | can thereby get through to you with a
fuller and more compl ete answer.

98. Another lesson hereistheimportance
of counsdl. Morecounsel at various stagescould
have been very helpful and saved you time. You
girlstried, and you did ask for counsel, and you
wanted to go about it right, and you did well.
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Some of the mix-up was merely amatter of logis-
tics and organization. Yet thisis a problem that
will often be encountered. Sometimes people
don’t communicate as clearly asthey should or
as soon as they should. In this case, if those
who were organizing the party had communi-
cated, and if they’ d been aware of the conversa-
tions that had gone on and requests that were
made, and if you'd known about this, it could
have saved the hassle. Yet while you could say
this was a mistake, you can't call it one any-
more, because I’'m causing it to work together
for good. I'm teaching you more about how to
usethe gift of prophecy, how to bring your ques-
tions before Me, and how to put the answers |
giveinto practice.

99. Another lessonisthat it’sgood for you
—and not only you two, but everyonein theFam-
ily—tolearn that even after you'veheard from
Me, your decisionsand their implementation
need to bein counsel with others. You might
think it strange that | work this way. You won-
der, if I'm God and | have dl the answers, and if
| want to guide you through the gift of proph-
ecy, then why do other people and their opin-
ionsstill count so much? Well, part of thereason
for thisisto keep you humble and desperate.

100. If every timeyou heard from Meyou
thought you could just go ahead and dowhat-
ever | showed you, confident that it would be
absolutdy right, noquestion about it, don’t you
think you might get lifted up? You might get
independent, proud, and start doing things that
hurt others. Even if it's the “right” thing or an
“okay” thing, | can't bless those who just hear
from Me and then take that as completelicense
to do things that involve others without get-
ting their consent and understanding as well.

101. If you look back at the messages |
gaveabout thissong, you'll seethat whilel gave
My consent, | also gave cautions. Ask yourself,
would you be ableto truly fulfill those cautions
and follow those guidelines? Would you be able
to resist the temptation to go around singing
this song on a day-to-day basis, now and later?
Would you be able to resist the temptation,
which listening to this song over and over would
create in you, to want to listen to and dance to
more such songs? Would you be able to resist

the temptation of going on-line regularly to
download more songs or lyricsfor variousrea-
sons and occasions? Would you truly portray
My Spirit when performing this song, and not
just your own or that of the world?

102. I'm not saying that you couldn’t do
these things—for you could if you were des-
peratewith Me. You're mature and prayerful,
and | could help you, because you' rewilling to
let Me. But I'm saying, and | know youredlizeit,
that it would not bethat easy, and it would take
some effort. By not encouraging you to usethis
song, I’ m in fact making things easier for you,
for you'll have lesstemptation to resist and less
to fight against.

103.It’snot that listening to thissong, or
even to a few others, on occasion, isgoing to
diminish or ruin your channel with Meor your
spiritual health overall. Yet becausethisissuch
animportant timein the Family, and for you per-
sonally—becausethisisthe Shakeup and atime
of strengthening—you can’t be too vigilant or
careful when it comesto System influences, es-
pecialy inasituation likethiswherethe choices
you make will not only influence you person-
ally, but othersaswell.

104. Songslikethisarecatchy; they wear
agroovein your brain. Andwhilethere’ snoth-
ing inherently harmful in thissong, it makesyou
want more, and that’swhere the danger lies. For
those of you who have a weakness for System
music, you begin carefully, but then you just
keep wanting more and more, and you get to a
point where you can't stop.

105. Well, musicwasn’'t thekey issuehere.
You had quegtionsabout prophecy and My wor k-
ings, yet | needed to explain further how the
cautions | gave at first fit into the picture. You
may not have realized the depth of those cau-
tions, but now that you do, you’ll understand
why, even though it could have been a good
thing, it wasn’t My best thing.

106. | have something better, something
that you’ Il feel comfortablewith and moreat
peace about; something that otherswill enjoy
and will find interesting and unique; something
that will not raise any questions or have any
potential for misunderstandings or doubt; some-
thing that will not open the door to any poss-
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ible wrong outside influences. Continue seek-
ing Me and praying, and I'll make it clear to
you, and you'll be happy with the result. (End
of message from Jesus.)

107. (Mama:) | realize that some of the
above messagewasoff the subj ect of prophecy,
aseven the Lord acknowledges, but sinceit has
such good lessons, | wanted toincludeitinfull.
Now to go alittle further off the subject, | want
to tell you how the Lord fulfilled that last para-
graph of prophecy inwhich He said Hehad some-
thing better for the girlsand that they’ d be happy
with the result. They ended up doing a choreo-
graphed danceto the song “ The Dancer,” which
wastremendous—very inspired, sexy and beau-
tiful! Afterwards one of the girls commented,
“ Sometimeswhen the L ord tell syou to do some-
thing elseand saysit will be‘better,’ it turnsout
to be better in the form of you getting a certain
satisfaction from obeying the Lord. But in this
case, it was better all the way around. | felt so
happy about it in every way! It really was ful-
filled prophecy!” Praisethe Lord!

108. TheL ord bringsup somegood points
of counsel in the preceding message to help
you with your useof prophecy:

Ask specific questions.

Leaveyourself open to whatever He hasto
say by praying a prayer that says some-
thing like, “Tell us whatever You have to
say about this.”

Counsel before praying so you'll have a
good idea of what the circumstances are
and what you should ask the Lord.
Realize that even after you' ve heard from
the Lord, you need to counsel about your
decisions and their implementation with
others. This helps keep you humble and
desperate.

If the Lord gives His consent for some ac-
tion but He gives a number of cautions, it
could beindicative of Him allowing you to
do something that is okay or permissible,
but not necessarily the best course of ac-
tion.

The Enemy’s attempts to bring
division through conflicting
prophecies

109. (Question:) We've had conflicts in
our Home, even division and arguments, be-
cause people have received what seem like
conflicting prophecies. So we've slacked off
from using prophecy. What are we doing
wrong?

110. (Jesus speaking:) Simply recognize
the Evil One sattemptsto comein and spoail
your Garden of Eden. Whenever there’'s divi-
sion or conflict, there is pride, and there's an
attack of the Enemy trying to destroy the work
and the love, harmony, unity and blessings that
| would give you.

111. Prophecy is a gift from Me. It's not
something that you should personally try to
defend. If you feel too personally defensive
about a message that you've received, take a
step back and remember that you should see it
as My Words—and if there's a clarification
needed, bring it back to Me. It'sin My court to
give further instruction and guidance.

112. If something conflicts, bringit back
to Me immediately! Don't try to discuss and
reason it out, and most of all, don't try to place
blame—just ask Meabout it. Therewill betimes
when a message you receive is incomplete or
influenced, or even occasionally tainted. When
that happens, you should praise and thank Me
that | showed you, so that you could receive the
further counsel or the adjustment in the counsel
that | had for you. Itispride that would stand in
the way of coming back to Me and seeking Me
for further counsel. Whenever there's a ques-
tion, smply ask Me.

113. Don't let your pridestand intheway
of comingback toMe, either together or ask-
ing someonewho’ snot involved to pray about it.
Theimportant thing isthat everyoneis open to
My Spirit and willing to hear what | haveto say.
If that quality is lacking in your communica-
tions, then pray against pride and familiarity and
the division that the Evil One would sow.

114. 1t’saseriousthingto doubt thewor ds
that | havegiven. It'sagreat inroad of the Enemy
if you become so familiar with one another that
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you can't believe the wordsthat | give through
others.

115. You might comeup against someprob-
lemswith disunity and questionsthat ariseas
aresult of prophecies. You might have to re-
solve questions having to do with incomplete
or influenced prophecies. But thisneed not bea
serious problem or an attack on your successful
use of prophecy if you humbleyourselves, all of
you, and seek Me for My guidance and contin-
ued instruction. | will help you to sort things out
and make them right again—with Me and with
one another. But beware of the spirit of pride
and division that the Enemy would use to de-
stroy My work and destroy your faith in the
channels that | have given you. Be on guard
against thewilesof the Evil One, and defeat him
through your humility and desperationwithMe.
(End of message from Jesus.)

116. (Summary of answer:) The Enemy will
try touseincompleteor seemingly conflicting
propheciesto bring division. Watch out about
this serious attack! The prophecies are not the
problem; it’s the disunity that isthe problem.

117. Again, thesecret tofindingtheLord's
will and resolving problemswhen thereareany
guestionsabout propheciesistoask Him for
further counsel. Don'tlet pride and familiarity
get in the way of your doing that.

118. 1f you get per sonally defensiveabout a
prophecy you’ ver eceived, then you should take
that as a warning sign that you need to step
back and be willing to put the matter back inthe
Lord’ s hands. Prophecy isthe Word of the Lord
and it's up to Him to clarify it through further
instruction.

119. Themost important thingistofind
the Lord’swill, so when there’'s a problem or
guestion, don’t analyze or try to figureit out in
your mind—and definitely don’t place blame or
accuse one another. Ask the Lord!

120. Not only will theEnemy try tobring
division, but he'll alsotry to get you to doubt
others channels. Thisisoften dueto familiar-
ity, or not getting the clarifications you need.

121. If it’sdifficult for your Hometo use
prophecy becauseyou ar gueand areout of unity,
pray against familiarity and pride! TheLord

can heal you and deliver you, and He definitely
wantsto, especialy if it's getting in the way of
your asking Him everything!

122. (Mama:) If you all realizethat there
will beinfluenced and incomplete prophecies,
and upon rareoccasionseven tainted prophe-
cies, then you'll see that you don’'t need to get
upset or defensiveif amessageyou receivefrom
the Lord needs some clarification or amplifica-
tion, or if some other factors in the equation
need to be prayed about further in order to get
the Lord’sfull counsel.

123. 1f you havequestionsabout any proph-
eciesthat affect you per sonally or your Home,
ask your shepherd about them. Don’t just worry
about them or take anegative stancethat there's
something wrong with the prophecy. Counsel
and pray further about it. But counsel with the
right people; don’t accuse others or complain
about thingswith your friends. That won’t solve
the problem but will instead cause more confu-
sion and resentment.

Prophecy can bear good fruit
or bad fruit, depending on
how you use it

124. (Question:) Prophecy can do alot of
good, but it seems it can also cause a lot of
harm. The way some people are using proph-
ecy isresulting in confusion, misunderstand-
ings, hurt feelings, and even a lack of faith in
prophecy or its use. What can a Home do to
benefit from the use of prophecy while mini-
mizing the problems that can be caused by
its misuse?

125. (Jesus speaking:) Thegift of proph-
ecy isoneof themost important and power ful
giftsthat I’ vegiven you. It'simportant because
you need it to get the direction that will guide
you through these Last Days. It's powerful be-
cause you' retapping into the very reservoirs of
theMost High, and receiving Wordsdirectly from
My mouth, or by means of your spirit helpers.

126. But power can be used for good or for
bad. It's not enough to only have the gift of
prophecy; you must learn how to use it wisely.
It must be used in humility, not tolift yourself up
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or promote your own plan or program. It must be
used to unite you with your brethren, to bring
you closer together and closer to Me as you
seek My face together.

127. The gift of prophecy islikea strong
sword. Those who wield it can use it to cut
through the lies and confusion of the Enemy, to
remove the mist of darknessthat cloudstheway
ahead, and thusmake your direction clear. It can
be used to cut off the chains of discouragement
and bitterness that envelop the hearts of some.
It can be used to give strength and courage to
those who are faltering in their battle with the
Evil One or against their own sins and short-
comings. It can be used for much good and much
strength, and for this purpose | have given it to
you.
128. However, if wielded unwisely, this
sword can alsohurt, cut, and wound. If not used
in My Spirit, it can cause disunity rather than
unity, discouragement rather than encourage-
ment, doubt rather than faith. If wielded in a
spirit of pride, one channel thinking heisbetter
than others or that he has a closer connection
with Me than others, it will foster disunity and
bear bad fruit.

129. There must be a yieldednessto Me
and to My will in all humility, for saking your
own plansand programs, your own will. Only
thenwill thewaters be clean and the message be
pure. If you're full of yourselves, pushing your
own plans and seeking to use prophecy as a
rubber stamp for your program and to add
weight to your words, then the waters will be
influenced. Thereisapossibility that thewaters
could even be tainted, because your heart is not
right withMe.

130. L ook at thefruit of your prophesying.
Does it engender unity in the Home? Does it
bring you closer to your brethren, or does it
pull you further apart?

131. TheWordsthat |’ vegiven you may be
very good and true, and purewaters, but are
you presenting them in theright spirit, ina
spirit of love and humility? Or are you going
forthin pride, feeling that you' re the oracles of
God and that others must listen?

132. Moses, My servant, who heard My
voice and even saw Measno other man did,

walked in humility in deliveringMy Words. It
was said that hewasthe meekest of al men. Are
youwho hear My voice meek? Do you seek My
face and ask for My Words, not to further your
own agendaor to add more weight to your opin-
ion in your discussionswith your brethren, but
with atrue desireto know My will?

133. Thisgift must be used wisely, or in-
stead of healing and instructing, it will hurt
and cause confusion. It must be used with love
and humility. Prophecy can bear the best fruit
only when the channelscome before Mein des-
peration and openness, asking Me to override
their personal feelings. Then | useit for good.
Then will the waters be pure and refresh the
people. Then will thosewho receivego forthin
humility to shareit with otherswho are thirsty.

134. Thisisan important gift that I’ m pour-
ingout upon all My children, for all need it. But
wield thissword in love, in humility, preferring
oneanother. Remember that loveisthemostim-
portant thing. Love is above al. Let al your
things be done with love. (End of message from
Jesus.)

135. (Dad speaking:) I' vealwayssaid that
prophecy isafire and that it can lead to some
wildfiretoo—firesthat get out of hand and burn
people and destroy things, instead of being a
source of warmth and heat. The Enemy would
love to get in through some unyielded chan-
nels. He would want the Family to misuse this
gift, and thereby cause people to doubt and to
lose faith in prophecy, or to be hurt by it and
not want to use it anymore.

136. Homes need to correct people who
aren’t bearinggood fruit in their useof proph-
ecy. You can'tjust let it goiif it's causing prob-
lems, hurting people, and causing disunity, etc.
Maybeif someoneisn’t yielded to the Lord and
is causing problems for everyone else in the
Home, then you should seek the Lord to see
whether you should ask that personto givetheir
gift arest and instead spend time tanking up on
the Word and getting their channel cleaned out.

137. TheWord isthekey. If people don't
take timein the Word and get cleansed spiritu-
ally, shedding the weights and sins that do so
easily beset them, then their channel will start
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accumulating junk and get dirty, which could
negatively affect the messages they receive. Of
course, the Lord can still get through to them,
but there’s more of a chance of their not receiv-
ing a complete message, or of the message be-
ing influenced in some way, or even occasion-
ally being tainted.

138. It’sa delicate situation; we want to
encour agepeopletousetheir gift of prophecy
asmuch aspossible, but therealso needstobe
great humility, love, and desper ation when people
use this gift. Prophesying in public, or getting
prophecies that affect others or the Home, is a
very serious responsibility. It's not to be done
lightly, and people need to understand how
weighty it isand what a serious matter it is.

139. PassingontheWordsof theLordisa
heavy commission. The Lord isentrusting this
gift to everyonein the Family because Heknows
that you all need it for yourselves and your
Homes, especially in the Last Days when you
might not have anyone else to counsel with or
get help from but the Lord Himself through
prophecy. One reason the Lord hasn't given
this gift to more people down through history
isbecauseit’savery seriousresponsibility, and
not everyoneisableto handleit right. But He's
trying to teach the Family how to do it right!

140. AsthelL ord said in Hismessage, love
isthemost important thing! You can havethe
gift of prophecy, but if you don't have love, it
profits you nothing. Without love it’s nothing.
(End of message from Dad.)

141. (Summary of answer:) Prophecy can
bear good fruit or bad fruit, depending on how
you useit. It can promote unity, encouragement,
healing, instruction and faith; or it can promote
division, discouragement, hurt, confusion and
doubt.

142. Tomakesureyour prophesyingbears
good fruit, you need humility, meekness,
yieldednessto the Lord, and a desire to know
Hiswill.

143. It’swrongto use prophecy to get your
way or add weight toyour ideas. Such motives
could cause your prophecies to be influenced
or even tainted.

144. To speak theL ord’sWordsin proph-

ecy isan awesomeresponsibility. That should
makeyou fear the Lord and be humble, lest you
hurt someone or |ead someone astray.

145. 1f someone suseof prophecy ishurt-
ing others, then the shepherds need to pray
about it. Possibly, if the Lord confirmsthe need,
that person should refrain for atimefrom proph-
esying publicly or getting propheciesthat affect
others or the Home.

146. Again Dad remindsusof theimport-
ance of faithful daily Word time, to keep our
channels clean.

147. Without loveit’ snothing. If youaren't
acting in love, your prophesying will not bear
the fruit the Lord wants.

148. (Mama:) Please pay special attention
tothisimportant point that hasn’t been empha-
sized so clearly before: Loveisthekey! That
means|oving the Lord morethan anything, lov-
ing others and wanting to do everything poss-
ible to not hurt or stumble them, having love
and meekness when presenting your prophe-
cies to others, having enough love to ask the
Lordfor further clarificationif you or othershave
any questions. Ask the Lord for love!

Be wise and make prophecy work
for you, not against you!

149. (Question:) Problems come up when
people spend too much time getting personal
prophecies. Also, it's aproblem when people
get prophecies that affect the Home without
being asked to, or they’'re not willing to share
those prophecies with those affected. This
really bothers the rest of the Home. What is
the balance?

150. (Dad speaking:) TheL ord isempha-
szingprayer and prophecy, but Heexpectsyou
tobeprayerful about how you hear from Him.
You need to consider when you do it, how long
you doit, whereyou doit, and all those kinds of
things, becauseit affectstherest of your Home.
It's part of your responsibility and duty to the
Lordto hear from Him, but along with that comes
the responsibility to do all things in love and
with consideration for others.

151. 1 know you want to havetimeto hear
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fromthelL ordfor your personal stuationsand
guestions, and that’simportant. But you can’t
do that to the hurt or inconvenience of your
Home or others. In some ways, your personal
prayer and prophecy will have to be done dur-
ing your free time or private devotions time—
either early inthe morning or whenever you can
find afew minutes of quiet time.

152. You can’'t impaoseyour personal proph-
ecy needs and schedule on your Home. That
just won't work. You can't be saying, “ Oh, sorry,
| can’t take the kids right now. | have to hear
from the Lord.” Or, “I can't go witnessing just
yet because | haveto hear fromtheLord.” If you
want to have personal prophecy time, whichisa
good idea, of course, then you'd better find a
way to doit before or after your responsihilities
to the Home, unless you get special permission
on rare and needed occasions.

153. Also, if you'regoingto beasking the
Lord about thingsthat affect othersor your
Home, you need todo soin counsel and com-
munication with your shepherds. That'sjust
being wise and prudent. For one thing, if you
impose your prophecies of instruction or guid-
ance on others without counseling and when
they haven't asked for them, they probably won't
be too open to them. Also, if you pray about
matterswithout counseling, you probably won’t
know all sides to the question and therefore
might not receive a well-rounded or complete
message.

154. Sothepointstokeep in mind are:

1) Becourteousin your personal proph-
ecy scheduleand don't expect theHometore-
volvearound you. For themost part, your hear-
ing from the L ord about any questionsyou have
about your personal lifewill haveto be on your
own time, unlessyou’ re praying about amatter
for the Home or others that you’ ve been asked
to do; in which case, time should be allotted.

2) It isusually best to counsel beforepray-
ingabout matter sthat affect theHomeor others.
Thiswill help you to have a better understand-
ing of the situation so you can formulate wiser,
more effective questions. In most cases, you'll
be requested to pray about something related to
the Home by your shepherds. If you wish to
pray about something related to the Home on

your own initiative, it usually helpsto counsel
first, although that is not absolutely required.
However, on occasion it might happen that the
Lord will punch through while you are having
personal prayer with amessage regarding asitu-
ationinyour Home, or for someone else. If this
happens, it is important to share the message
with your shepherds before passing it on to
others.

3) Shareyour prophecieswith theappro-
priatepeople. You' rewel comeand even encour-
aged to share your personal prophecies with
your shepherds. That encourages honesty and
helps your shepherds know what’'sgoing onin
your life. It also helps them know how to help
you, and you can get their help in interpreting
your prophecies.

4) When you receive something from the
Lordthat affectsothersor your Home, you're
obligated to shareit first with your shepherds,
and then in theright time and way, those proph-
ecies could be shared with whoever is affected
by the counsel. Such open communication opens
the door for further counsel and prayer about
the prophecies, if needed or desired. By doing
this, others also have the opportunity to help
interpret any propheci esthat affect them or their
Home.

5) If thereisa secr etive atmospher eabout
prophecy, and if when talking with others you
make reference to prophecies but can’t or don’t
share those prophecies with them, that only
makes othersfeel ostracized and alienated. That
will not foster unity and happiness, and if that
happens often enough, it could even make people
resent prophecy or resent you. So either don’t
talk about prophecies that don't involve other
people, or share the prophecies at the appro-
priate timewith those who are affected.

155. Bewiseand makeprophecy work for
you, not against you, by respectingthe Home
schedule, not neglecting your Home responsi-
bilities, counseling when needed before asking
the Lord about something, and being open, hon-
est, and humble with your shepherds and those
affected by your prophecies. (End of message
fromDad.)
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156. (Summary of answer:) If you'rehear -
ing from the Lord about a personal matter,
you'’ll need todothat when you havefreetime,
or aspart of your privateWordtime. Youcan't
neglect your Homeresponsibilities or ministry,
nor can you expect the Home schedul e to adapt
according to your need to have personal proph-
ecy time.

157. It is beneficial to share any signifi-
cant per sonal prophecieswith your shepherds
for the sake of open communication and so you
can get any further help or counsel from them.

158. 1f you'regoingto hear fromtheLord
about amatter affecting othersor theHome,
you'll usually be asked to do so by theteam-
wor k. If you volunteer to do so, then counsel first
with your shepherds or those involved. On the
occasion where the Lord does punch through
during your prayer times with an unsolicited
message for your Home or someone elsg, it is
important to share this message with your shep-
herdsfirst, before sharing it with others.

159. You'reobligated to shareany prophe-
ciesthat affect othersor your Homewith your
shepherdsfirst, so they can help with their in-
terpretation and implementation. They might
also have further related questions to ask the
Lord. They can then present the prophecies to
the Home or those involved, which opens the
floor to further counsel, questions, discussion,
and possibly going back to the Lord for more
clarification.

160. If you haver eceived propheciesthat
could affect your Homeor others personal lives,
you should not talk about those propheciesor
even drop little hints here and therewhich would
imply that you know something that othersdon’t
know. Peoplereally don’t likethat. Such proph-
ecieswould need to be prayerfully shared at the
right timewith the people who woul d be affected
by them. (You are, however, free to talk about
your personal prophecieswhich only affect you,
as you wish.)

m Additional reading:

161. (Dad speaking:) TheL ord might give
oneperson themessage, but it doesn’t necess-
arily mean that Hewill also givethat sameper -
son thegift of inter pretation for that message.

He might, and often He will, but sometimesHe
wants to give someone el se the gift of interpre-
tation. He might use other peopleto fully under-
stand the message in more detail, or He might
speak to other people about the message and
bring up further questions that need answers or
further clarification.

162. It’sjust wiseand consider ate, when
it’sgoingto affect theHomestuation and other
people, toincludetheother Homemembersin
your decisionsand prayers, and to counsel to-
gether when possibleabout what you'regoing
tobeprayingabout. Then comeback totheHome
membersinvolved and let them know what the
Lord said, and humbly listen to them and seek
their counsel about it and what they feel about it
—whether they feel further prayer is needed on
the subject or they have suggestions on how
you can implement what the Lord has shown
you. If people have been brought into counsel
and know what’s going on, it will help to avoid
friction along the way with people feeling left
out, frustrated, or confused. (End of message
fromDad.)

How much does the Lord want
people to shepherd themselves?

163. (Question:) How much does the Lord
really mean that He wants people to shep-
herd themselves? Where s the balance? How
do you know how much you should get from
the Lord and how much you should involve
your shepherds? How worried should some-
one bethatthey would get tripped off if they're
just being shepherded by the Lord if they don’t
have immediate shepherds?

164. (Dad speaking:) Everyone is being
shepherded by theL ord in thisnew day through
theWord and through direct per sonal proph-
ecy. Your shepherds are being shepherded by
theLord, and the L ord expectseveryonetolearn
to receive His shepherding much more in their
personal livesby tuninginto Hisvoice of proph-
€ecy.

165. But there' salsoabalancein hearing
fromtheL ord all thetimefor your sef and your
own shepherding, and using your earthly shep-
herdstohelp you stay on track. The Lord still
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works through your earthly shepherds. He uses
your earthly shepherds to help you until you
become spiritually strong enough to be able to
be shepherded mainly by the L ord Himself. The
Lord will use your earthly shepherds to teach
you how to receive your shepherding from Him
step by step.

166. You should shareany significant per-
sonal prophecies with your shepherds. You
might haveto ask them to receive confirmations
about things, to pray further about things. You
might have to counsel with them and ask for
their help in showing you if you’ re on the right
track, if you're doing everything the Lord is
showing you, if you're interpreting prophecy
correctly and applying it correctly.

167. Receiving the messagesin prophecy
isthefirst step, but it takestimeto learn to
interpret them, study them, understand them,
and then implement them and do the things the
Lord issaying.

168. Some peoplecan get off track if they
depend solely on the per sonal messagesthey
receivefromtheL ordfor their shepherdingand
never discussthemwiththeir earthly shepherds.
Not because the Lord can’t shepherd them like
Hepromises, or tell them what they need to know,
but because pride, independence, laziness, lack
of faith, the cares of thislife, and all those hu-
man weaknesses can tend to enter the picture
when it comes to interpreting the messages. So
it really paysto seek counsel and confirmations
and further prayer from your shepherds, to make
sure you' re staying on the right track.

169. TheL ord can tell you what you need
and give you theright counsel for your per-
sonal dtuation, but humanstend tobeabit cafe-
teria-styleand extremein what they chooseto
obey. If you tend to only implement the things
you like and you ignore other important parts
of the message, you can get a little off track.
That's where your shepherds can gently help
you and keep you on track.

170. Sometimes if you have no one else
around to counsel with, no shepherd, no other
spiritually strong per son who you fedl you can
confidein, thentheL ord will keep you on track
and shepherd you personally for as long as
needed, if you stay desperate. It'snot that people

can't be shepherded by the Lord alone; some-
timestherewill be situationswhereyou will have
to be shepherded by Him alone. But generally
spesking it’swiser and safer, considering human
weaknesses, to counsel with others about your
personal prophecies and the personal shep-
herding you' re receiving from Jesus.

171. Jesuswon’t make mistakesin your
shepherding. Hewon't giveyou thewr ong coun-
sal, but you might need help under standingit,
interpretingit, and applyingit correctly. Soit's
generally a good idea to share your personal
prophecieswith your shepherdsand ask for their
counsel and insight. The time will come when
you won't have that opportunity and blessing
to counsel with others so easily, and you'll have
to depend much more on your personal connec-
tion with Jesus, so use these days now to learn
how to be shepherded by Him. (End of message
fromDad.)

172. (Summary of answer:) If you want to
bewiseand stay ontrack, seek theL ord for His
per sonal guidancein prophecy, but also com-
municatewith your earthly shepherdssoyou
can receive their counsel and balance and in-
struction to help you interpret and apply the
prophecies you receive. It's human nature to
obey the things that are easy or that go along
with your plan or preferences, while perhapsig-
noring other important aspects of the Lord’swill.

173.1f ther€ snooneto help shepherd you,
theL ord will keep you on track, if you'redes-
perateand open. But usualy, if at all possible,
it's wiser and safer to also stay open to help
from your earthly shepherds and not just rely
on the Lord’s shepherding through your per-
sonal prophecies.

174. (Mama:) Your shepherdsarerespon-
sibleunder theCharter to counsel and dir ect
you, and that includes helping you understand
and apply the personal prophecies you receive,
which sometimesincludestheir seeking confir-
mations and further instruction or details about
the Lord'scounsel for you. You' re not obligated
under the Charter to act on prophecies that
othersreceivefor you, but if you' re humbleand
desperate for the Lord’s will, you should give
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very prayerful and serious consideration to the
counsel your shepherds receive for you from
the Lord.

m Additional reading:

175. A situation cameup in which ayoung
per son’s gift of prophecy, which isnormally
reliable, becamealittle clouded when she asked
the Lord about some personal free time activi-
tiesthat shewanted to engagein with her friends
during some days off. Following is part of the
message of explanation that the L ord gave when
she asked how and why she got alittle off track.
You'll seethat alot of the problem had to do
with her not counseling with her shepherds or
listening sufficiently to others.

176. (Jesusspeaking:) Becauseyou felt you
weredoingtheright thing, you missed thewar n-
ing signsthat wer eflashing beforeyour eyes,
for your vision wasclouded. But, Sweetheart,
thewarning signs were there all along the way,
and in the future you must watch for them. Here
are some of those signs:

* You ceased to counsel with your shepherds.
* You ceased to have others confirm what

your leading was (others who were not di-

rectly involved in your circumstances).

*  Your earsbecamedull tothe checksof others.

* Your eyes were not clearly searching for
things other than what you personally felt.

* Your spirit became dulled to those around
you.

* You became more deeply engrossed in
pleasing yourself and those you wanted to
please.

177.1 say these things not to discour age
you, but so that you might beforewarned, so
thisdoesn’t occur again. Thesearesignstoyou
that you need help, and in the future when you
seethem arising, you can quickly and easily re-
ceive help, so that you don’'t end up on the
wrong road.

178. You becamedulled in your spiritual
senses, but | also saw that you tried at timesto
dotheright thing. The problem was that your
will was not strong enough to follow through
when | gaveyou checks. You wanted to doright;

you wanted to do the selflessthing, but you even-
tudly yielded to the other and went your own
way. I'm not saying that you never tried; | know
you did. But, My love, you weren’t strong
enough to fight these things on your own and
you didn't seek Meto help you, but rather flowed
with the easy way, the lazy way, the way of the
flesh.

179. You missed several important factors:
counsglingwith your shepherds, havingothers
confirmyour leadings, and truly doingitin My
Spirit. | know you tried, and you tried to hear
from Me, but, My love, your earsweredull and
your heart was full of your ways and what you
felt was the best. Because of this, | couldn’t
clearly reveal to you that you were not heading
in the right direction. It's as when someone
speaks to you; if you don't listen clearly with
an open mind and with the desireto follow fully,
then you won’t hear what they say to you. In-
stead, you only hear either what you want them
to say or what you think they’ ve said, and their
message to you is misinterpreted.

180. Thisisasimpleway for Metoexplain
toyou why you could get sofar astray, when you
thought you werehearing from Me. My love,
had you gotten more counsel from others, had
you double-checked some of your leadings, you
would have found a better balance and you
would have headed in the right direction. But
because you’ ve been operating independently,
feeling like you only needed to talk to Me and
get Meto give My stamp of approval onall you
were doing, | couldn’t get through to you. You
didn’t give Methe leeway to give you the clear
sound of the trumpet, because the volume of
your own thoughts and wayswas much too loud.

181. Thecaseherewasthat you didn’t give
Methefull openingin your heart and spirit to
giveyou My full counsd, sol smply hadto give
you some allowance to do that which you were
intent upon doing already. | love you as both a
Father and as a Husband, and it pains Me to
deny you what you so desperately want; but in
allowing you to indulge in whatever your heart
desired, | alsoallowed youto experiencethelean-
ness to your soul that it brought. I do not ham-
mer you on the head, denying you everything
that 1 know is not the best for you, but some-
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times, if you persist in things, | allow it, just to
allow you to find out for yourself what you
should have done.

182. My love, | tried to show you signposts
alongtheway, but timeafter timeyouwalked in
your ownwaly and | wasn't abletofully get through.
| know you received many of My checks, but
you just didn’t follow through on them. You al-
lowed the Enemy to snatch them away with ex-
cuses and reasons why you didn’t have to do
things, and you deluded yourself to the point
whereyoufdt that what you weredoing wasmore
important than the checks you were receiving.

183. I'm sorry to spell it out for you so
clearly, but | don’t doit in punishment. | doit
so you might see clearly how you got off track,
so you might be forewarned and more easily
stay on track in the future.

184. My love, you dowell to seek M g, but
My caution toyou istobeopen tothecounsd of
others, your shepherds, so that they might help
to check you and that you might then receive
their checks and be willing to obey them. This
isthe key to staying on track.

185. You’' vebeen arather independent little
sheep in thelast months, and thishasnot borne
the best fruit. You're a sheep that needs shep-
herding, and you know this, and this is your
safeguard. You must stay in touch and pass on
what I’ m showing you with an opennessto know
whether it'sclearly from Me, or whether you' ve
dlipped through allowing your own spirit to in-
terfere with My signals. Thisis a simple thing
that al must do. All who hear from Me must be
willing to be open to the counsel and shepherd-
ing of others.

186. It hasbeen your own car nal mind, your
own independent spirit that hasput thedebris
inyour channel, but it iseasily cleared away,
washed away. You can remain aclear channel
without fear of being “ off” if youfollow My safe-
guards. Youfed you'vefailedinusng My wegpon
of prophecy, but you' ve only used it improperly,
and now I’ veinstructed you in the proper usage
and you can once again shoot away. Your aimis
still great and you' re a sharpshooter, once you
have your weapon all cleaned up and your vision
cleared. Thisisnot apermanent handicap; it just
needs a clean-up, and will be fit for My use as

soon as you get things straightened out a bit.
(End of message from Jesus.)

Your attitude toward
your gift of prophecy

187. (Question:) Can having the gift of
prophecy minister to a person’s pride? What
attitude should achannel have about their gift?

188. (Dad speaking:) When it comestothe
gift of prophecy, ther€ spotential for someproud
peopleto get even morelifted up in pride, and
that’sa problem. Receiving prophecy can min-
ister to peopl€'sprideif they' renot wisg, if they're
not fighting to stay humble and desperate. The
Enemy uses pride morethan anything el sewhen
it comestothegiftsof the Spirit. It sasure down-
fal tolet yourself get tripped off with pride, think-
ing that your gift of prophecy is so great, and
that because your gift of prophecy is so good,
that must mean that you're pretty good, too.

189. TheL ord will only allow peopletohave
an outstanding gift of the Spirit if they're
humbleand useit wisely and giveHim all the
glory. He can't trust anyone with an outstand-
ing gift of the Spirit, such as miracles, healing,
or prophesying, if they don’t give Him all the
glory and credit. Hewon't allow that gift to con-
tinue if it ministers to their spiritual pride and
they start to exalt themselves, forgetting that
they’ re nothing without the power of God work-
ing through them. I’ ve seen it happen to people
who thought they were something great, doing
a great work, were better than anyone else—
the Lord had to take them down and get their
bad sample out of the way.

190. TheLord isthe One Who speaksin
prophecy; He stheOneWho causesyou tohear
anything. The only reason a channel receives
anything is because God choosesto giveit. The
only reason achannel getsashort or long mess-
age, aflowing message, or asupernatura answer,
is because God decided to give it at that time
and in that way. He knows best, and He knows
what He'sdoing, and you need to thank Him for
itand giveHimall theglory.

191. If you can’t under stand that or recog-
nizeit, then you’'d better get very desperateand
cry out totheL ord to show you how nothingyou
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are. If you really cherish your gift of prophecy,
you'd better give God all the glory for it, and
don't give yourself one speck of credit.

192. You can receive beautiful, flowing
prophecy, but it doesn’t mean you'reabetter
channel than someonedsewho only receivesa
few words. You haveto redly believethat, be-
causeif youdon't, you'reheaded for afall. The
pride of man bringshimlow. Pride comesbefore
destruction. (End of message from Dad.)

193. (Summary of answer:) Stay humble!
That’ show toavoid becoming proud, self-right-
eous, or critical of othersasa result of your
gift of prophecy! How do you stay humble?—
By fully accepting in your heart that your giftis
from the Lord and has nothing to do with your
personal greatness. It'sagift, period. And next,
givethe Lord all theglory. Don't take even one
speck of glory or credit to yourself. Pray very
desperately and repeatedly for the Lord to keep
you from getting proud. Also, don’t compareyour
prophecies with someone else’'s and think how
much better yours are. Prophecies come from
God and He chooses when to give along or short
message, an obviously supernatural or a seem-
ingly “ordinary” message. It'snot you; it's God!

Don’t let your gift of prophecy
minister to your pride

194. (Question:) The Lord pours out lots
of words of love, encouragement and praise
in prophecy. But if someone allows what the
Lord says about them to minister to their
pride, they can start to get self-righteous and
critical and think they’re better than others.
How can we avoid this?

195. (Dad speaking:) An important key for
you whor eceiveper sonal propheciesof encour -
agement and praisefor your selvesistorealize
that thisdoesn't mean you' rebetter than others.
The Lord has so much love for al of His chil-
dren, and He speakswords of love and praiseto
all of Hisbrides. The Lord knows that we need
lots of encouragement, lots of praise and under-
standing and compassion, and He delights to
give us Hislove. And when the Lord speaksto
you asHisintimate bride, He canredlly thrill you

with wonderful, tremendouswords of praiseand
adoration. It'svery sincereand real. | don’t want
to minimizethe power of those preciouswords,
but | also want to remind you that He speaks
words of loveto all Hisbrides. It doesn’t mean
that any one of Hisbridesis better than another,
or that He loves one more than another.

196. HemeansHiswor dsof loveand ador -
ation to each of Hisbrides. But if He seesthat
those words, the beautiful gift of prophecy that
He's entrusting you with, minister to your pride
and go to your head and cause you to be lifted
up in pride to where you criticize others and
begin to think you're better than others, then
He might have to bring you low to teach you
that it's nothing of yourself. When it comes to
spiritual gifts, | can’'t emphasize enough how
important it isto be humble.

197. If you or your shepherdsnacticethat
the messages of encour agement that you get
fromtheL ord aregoingtoyour head, that you're
starting to act self-righteous or holier than thou,
you should get help. You don't want to obstruct
your spiritual gifts just because of your pride.
And if your pride has gotten so bad that you
can't even accept help from your shepherds,
then you can know you'rein very bad spiritual
shape and you should get very desperate for a
change of heart and for acomplete deliverance
from pride. (End of messagefromDad.)

198. (Summary of answer:) ThelL ord says
wonder ful wor dsof praiseand encour agement
toall Hisbrides. Thosewords aretrue, and the
Lord is totally sincere, but those words don’t
mean you're better than others. Pray desper-
ately to stay humble! If you find you' re getting
proud or critical of others, get help and prayer
from your shepherds.

Using prophecy in shepherding

199. (Question:) How can you most ef-
fectively use prophecy when shepherding
others? And how can a shepherd not be af-
fected negatively when the Lord explains
someone’s problems?

200. (Jesusspeaking:) Thekey isin learn-
ing to apply prophecy. | will give counsel on
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what needs to be done, or | will give spiritual
insight about a person’s problems or weak ar-
eas. But avery wise and careful shepherd will
stop and think about the counsel and ponder
the best way to bring about that counsel in order
toreachthegoal. A wise people-handler will not
allow theinsight | give about a person’s weak-
nesses to cause them to move too fast or to over-
react out of frustration. In other words, evenif |
show you aperson’sweaknesses and how those
weaknesses have caused problems, that doesn’t
give you an excuse, based on the information
you received in prophecy, to handle the situa-
tioninaway that would be hurtful to the person.

201. If you want tobe Spirit-led and asuc-
cessful people-handler, you havetolearntotake
the information | give in prophecy about a
person’s problemsand tuck that away safely and
securely in your heart, and not let it affect your
daily interaction with that person, or cause you
tointeract or work with that personin away that
isless respectful, less patient, or lessloving.

202.1 might tell you in prophecy that aper -
sonisproud and sensitiveand needsto change.
But that doesn’t mean that you should then be
forceful or fast or unkind in any way in your
interaction with that person. If anything, that
spiritual insight should cause you to act with
more love and understanding, showing a large
measure of love and carefor those who are hav-
ing problems.

203.1f 1 tell you that someoneisproud and
needstolearntoyield, it’syour responsibility
topray about howtobest reach that goal. That's
the question that | would expect awise and pa-
tient shepherd to ponder and ask Me about.

204.1 can plainly tell you about the prob-
lemsof thosein your care. | can outlinewhere
they’ ve gone astray, where they’re failing to
uphold the standard, where they need to im-
prove. But | tell you that so you can pray more
knowledgeably for them, seek Mefor messages
of encouragement and instruction for them, and
consider how to best work around those weak-
Nesses so you can maintain unity and give them
the time, instruction, input, counsel and moti-
vation they need to improve.

205. When | show My shepherdsintimate
details of the heart of one of their sheep, it’s

not sothey will takethat infor mation and useit
against the per son whoispresently havinga
problem. It'snot so the shepherdswill feel jus-
tified in being harsh or hard or pushing through
their own way. | show the needs of the flock to
My shepherds so they will be moved with com-
passion—so they’ || see the struggles, the diffi-
culties, and the weaknesses, and then do all
they can to bind up the wounds and make the
way easier for the weaker sheep. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

206. (Summary of answer:) If theLord tells
you about a person’sproblems, weaknessesor
mistakes, He does so in hopesthat through that
information you will be abetter, wiser, and more
loving shepherd of that person. You should not
allow that analysis of the person’s problemsto
cause you to hurt them by being impatient, frus-
trated, or disrespectful.

207. When theL ord showsyou theinner
workingsof someone' sspirit, mind or heart,
that isvery private, delicateinformation that
should be treated very carefully. Knowing a
person’s weaknesses should make you more
loving and understanding. And if you take the
time to think and pray about it, that insight
should help you to pray more knowledgeably
for the person, hear from the L ord more specifi-
caly for the person, and find away to work with
them soit will be easier for themto improve and
reach their goals.

208. (Mama:) When you shepherds are
privy tothelL ord’ sspiritual analysisof some-
one, that isvery personal information which
should not be shared with those who are not
directly involved or who do not absolutely need
toknow. If you' reloving and humble, you'll also
bevery careful, prayerful, and gentlewhenimple-
menting any suggestions the Lord gives in
prophecy. It's good to counsel with your team-
workers and not just blindly take off on some
tangent because you’'ve heard from the Lord.
Remember, you might not have thewhole story,
and in your zeal ousness to right some wrong or
set someone straight, you might hurt the person
deeply.

209. If you or your teamwor ker shaveany
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reser vationswhatsoever about somethingthe
Lord saystodo or how the Lord saysto handle
a problem or approach a person, pray further
about it. Don't rush, and thereby risk making
mistakes.

210. Alwaysremember, dear shepherds,
that the L ord showsyou peopl€’ sproblemsso
you can help them, not soyou’ll get self-right-
eousand critical! Evenif theLord speaksbluntly
or strongly about the problems someone has or
iscausing, you' re not to take that same blunt or
forceful tack when actually talking with or work-
ing with the individual in question. You should
be mature enough to benefit from the informa-
tion the Lord gives in prophecy, but still main-
tain a loving, patient, understanding approach
when passing it on or acting on it.

211. TheL ord might giveyou a prophecy
about someone' sproblemsor spiritual condi-
tion in strong for ceful language, or use shock-
ing word pictures or analogies, for the purpose
of stirring you up so you'll realize the serious-
ness of the problem. But you can’t react to that
kind of messagewith theintensity withwhich it
is given. In order to know how to react in the
right way, you have to desperately pray. No
matter what the L ord says about someone’s prob-
lems, our actions toward the person shouldn’t
change; the love, the warmth we show him or
her shouldn’t change.

212. TheL ord or Dad might givemessages
about someoneprivately totheshepherdsina
very strong way, but the person may not even
realize how serious the problem is, and if he
weretold in that way, it might be too much for
him. But at timesthe Lord hasto give astrong
message to get us shepherds stirred up enough
to realize that we've got to pray and do some-
thing to help the person.

Using prophecy with illness,
accidents, or life-and-death
situations

213. A dtuation cametomy attention that |
asked the Lord further about. It involved an
FGA maninone of our WS unitswho suddenly
became very ill. The Lord used the circum-
stances of that dear one'sillness and the proph-
ecy of instruction that was given to cause meto

ask the Lord for further guidelines about how
to use prophecy in emergencies.

214. Inthisparticular situation, theman
wasin alot of pain. He was unable to urinate.
Someonein the Home received a prophecy that
indicated that the problem was “allittle pebble
that obstructed theflow of hisfluids.” TheLord
explained that this man’s condition could be-
come very serious and He instructed those of
hisHometo pray for him, anointing himwith ail,
etc. It was also clear in the prophecy that the
sick person could seek medical help if he felt
the need, and that the doctors would suggest
complicated medical treatment, possibly surgery.
It was quite a detailed prophecy that promised
that before evening he would find relief.

215. By lateafternoon, theman wasin tre-
mendous pain. Thankfully, the shepherd of the
Home had made tentative arrangements with a
doctor earlier intheday, just in casethey needed
to seek medical help. Since the manwasnotim-
proving but seemed to be getting worse, they
went back to the Lord for further counsel, and at
that time Heindicated clearly to take himto the
doctor.

216. Thedoctor drained hisbladder, which
wasnearly at the point of bursting, so hedid
“find relief beforeevening,” butit certainly was
not in the way they had expected. Our dear
brother was diagnosed as having an enlarged
prostate that was closing off the urethra, and
the doctor suggested surgery.

217. When asking the L ord for a confir-
mation about thedoctor’ sadviceand diagnoss,
the Lord explained that the first prophecy was
not wrong, that there was indeed a pebble or a
stone blocking the way, but that that was not
the primary cause of the problem. Themain prob-
lem was indeed the prostate.

218. Theman went on tohavean operation
and hasnow recovered fully, thank the L ord!
When we asked the Lord for more counsel about
using prophecy in relation to illnesses or life-
and-death situations, He gave us the following
very important principles.

219. (Jesusspeaking:) It isa serious mat-
ter tocall on Mefor wordsof counsel regard-
ing emer gencies, health problems, accidents
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and illnesses. I'm showing not only how ex-
tremely desperate the channel must be to re-
ceive afull, complete, pure prophecy, but also
how Spirit-led and open those must be who seek
to shepherd and carefor their sheep or children
with the use of prophecy.

220. My bridesmust takeutmost carewhen
they cometoMetohear from Mein prophecy
that they benot filled with their own precon-
ceived ideas. They must stir themselves up in
desperation and the fear of Me before opening
their mouths to receive My Words. They must
taketimeto camtheir spirits, to freetheir minds
of distractions and the cares of thisworld. They
can’'t hurry and rush; they can't come to Me
confused and frustrated, wanting to quickly get
from Mewhat they need, but without taking the
timeto seek Meinfear and trembling, with awve-
some respect for the tremendous responsibility
that it isto speak My Words.

221. 1f someonewer eto cometo M ewithout
proper respect for prophecy, without thefear of
Meand arealization of thegraveresponsibil-
ity; if someoneweretotakeit lightly or belifted
up in pride, then it would be possible to receive
incompl ete or even mideading prophecies, which
are difficult to interpret or apply. | am able to
answer the questionsof My childrenin any situ-
ation. The fault or lack is never with Me, but
there are many things that could negatively af-
fect the reception of My clear, pure Words. So |
must allow situations to come up to teach you,
to open your eyesto potential problems, towarn
you of possible harm, and to lead you in how to
teach and train your flocks.

222.1'veallowed thisexact prophecy tobe
given to show you thedanger sthat could come
about if peopleweretofollow prophecy blindly,
if they were to take the words of prophecy ex-
actly as they are given and not balance them
with counsel, common sense, and reason. This
prophecy was atrue prophecy, but incompl ete.
The shepherds, however, had wisdom and fol-
lowed Me.

223.1 allowed thesecircumstancesto come
toyour attention, knowingyou would ask Me
further about it,and | could ther eby war n you of
theextremestowhich somemight goif they're
not ingtructed in thewaysof wisdom and prayer -
fulness. Unwise use of prophecy could cause a

huge and damaging backlash, if not checked and
prevented. I’ ve allowed you to see what could
happen as a result of an incomplete prophecy,
one that can easily be misunderstood and mis-
applied, and how easy it would be for peopleto
carry on in pride, not wanting to appear to be
“wrong” and not wanting to seek other counsel.

224. TheFamily must bewar ned about such
life-and-death situations. They need to seehow
to use prophecy with wisdom, how and when to
seek professional advice, how to come back to
Me to check and recheck, how to be set free
from the bondage of legalism that would cause
themto cling to aprophecy evenif it seemsthat
the fulfillment is lacking and the promises are
wanting.

225. If theFamily isnot war ned about the
danger sof going by prophecy alone, especidly
in the case of inexperienced channels and shep-
herds, then you may have extreme situationson
your hands, even deaths. This could be terribly
sad for the one involved, who could suffer and
possibly die before their time due to the misuse
of prophecy inthisway; not to mention thetragic
loss it would be for loved ones. In addition, it
could cause no end of problemsinthe Family, as
well aslegally and inthe media. | don’t want the
Family to suffer such inroads of the Enemy due
to ignorance or amisuse of prophecy.

226. Thisisnolight thing, and isamatter
that must bemadeextremely clear tothe Fam-
ily. 1t's one thing when they ask Me about per-
sonal matters, or matters such astheir outreach,
their business decisions such as which house
torent, or about the activities of their Home and
members. There'smuch flexibility there, and even
if they misssomedetails, there’snot much room
for serious damage to their lives and work, at
least nothing as serious as when praying about
health, sickness and accidents. | chose to use
thisexperience and circumstances of suddenill-
ness to show you the dangers of misapplied,
misunderstood, or incomplete prophecies.

227. Thismessageisnot wrongregarding
thisone’smedical problems. It's not off base.
It'san incomplete prophecy, but it'san example
of how a prophecy can be given with such pre-
cision and yet not be the full story. If aperson
were to follow such a prophecy without ques-
tion, without checking back in with Me, without
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further confirmations, without counsel and com-
mon sense, then it could be disastrous. There
could be serious mistakes made if the personis
weak in faith and not motivated by faith and
assurance, but out of fear or pride or adesireto
look spiritual.

228. In thisman’scase, ther ewer e some
blockages of minerals. Thereduced flow of the
urine through the constricted urethra has caused
some buildup of mineral sinthe organs, because
the urine has stayed in the body longer than is
normal. Therewasthe need for the* pebble” and
“stone”’ to be moved out of theway, and all that
istrue. But it's not the primary cause of illness
or trouble. It'sabyproduct of the main problem,
the enlarged prostate gland.

229. Thisisacommon illnessin men today,
primarily caused by the degeneration of life-
style in modern times. It's caused from un-
healthy living, much of which can't even be
avoided because it’s due to pollutants in the
water and thefood, the chemicalsthat areinevi-
tably ingested, and the change of lifestyle from
earlier days. Thisis one of the scourges of liv-
ing in the Last Days, as are some of the other
ailments that are prevalent in the world today.
(End of message from Jesus.)

230. (Summary of answer:) It's a very
serious responsibility to hear from theLord
regar ding emer gencies, health problems, acci-
dents and illnesses. Not only must the people
who are receiving the prophecies be very des-
perate and do al that is possible to fulfill the
requirementsfor being reliable channels, but the
shepherds must be very wise when interpreting
and applying the prophecies.

231. Following prophecy regarding health
matter sand emer genciescan bedangerous, if,
asthel ord putsit, you “carry onin pride, not
wantingto appear tobe‘wrong’ and not want-
ing to seek other counsel.” If a prophecy re-
garding someone’s illness doesn’t seem to be
clear, if it'snot being fulfilled as you expected,
ask the Lord again or seek professional advice.
Use common sense. Don't just blindly cling to
the prophecy, unless the person who is sick is
absolutely convinced you're doing the right
thing. Evenif you do havefaith that all isgoing
according tothe Lord’'splan, still check back in

with the Lord regularly to see if you're doing
theright thing, if you’ reinterpreting the proph-
eciesright, if you'remissing anything, or if He
has any new information for you.

232. Don’t fail to seek medical adviceout of
fear, or pride, or becauseyou want tolook spiri-
tual.

233. (Mama:) Thesearevery seriouswar n-
ings, beloved, on how to use prophecy withiill-
nesses, especially possiblelife-and-death situ-
ations. If you receive a prophecy of instruction
but it seems things are not going as you ex-
pected or asthe Lord indicated they would, ask
Him again. Don’t hang on to a prophecy out of
pride or because you don’t want to look like
you're doubting. If you don’t have the faith for
it, or questionit, or waver in any way, thenyou’' d
better do something! Go back to the Lord and
ask Him again what needs to be done or if you
need to head to the doctor right away! It's al-
ways good to hear from the Lord and get His
approval and promises before heading to the
doctor, but remember, in emergency situations
you may not necessarily be able to have along
P and P session. You may have to pray as you
gointhecaseof alife-and-death situation. What-
ever the circumstances, the Lord is able to give
you clear instruction if you stay close to Him
and ask Him everything.

234. Propheciescan beincompleteor you
might bemisinter pretingthem, so bear thisin
mind and don’t take risks unlessthe person who
is sick—or the parents, in the case of achild—
are absolutely sure they have the faith for it.
(Please remember that according to the Charter,
medical decisions are the responsibility of the
sick individual or the parents, in the case of
children. See Basic Rights of Individual Mem-
bers, C, pg. 21-23 of the Charter.)

235. God blessyou, dear Family! Peter and
| pray that thisGN hasbeen ablessingtoyou
and hasanswer ed someof your questions. We
pray you have timeto study this series, and that
as you learn to put these principles into prac-
tice, youwill find great success and fruitfulness
inyour use of prophecy. We're praying for you.

Much love in our wonderful Husband and
Lover, Mama
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