Take Me Witk You!

An open letter to Family youth who've chosen different paths

By Maria

Dear Ones, March 2000
'd like to talk with you young people
who have grown up in the Family
but have decided to leave and do
something different with your life.

The first thing [ want to tell each of
you is that [ love you! You might think
I'm upset with you, and maybe even
that [ don’t care about you anymore,
but neither is true. I'm not going to give
you a lecture about how wonderful the
Family is and how much you're missing
out on by leaving it. I've stated my
views and feelings on that in many
previous Letters, and [ know you've read
at least some of them. So that’s not
what we're going to talk about here.

Now we’re going to talk about you
—about your future, about the path
you've chosen to take, about what life
might hold for you. While you may no
longer be a “Family member,” Peter and
[ will always consider you a part of us,
and care about you very much. We feel
a responsibility toward you, and while
we can't personally talk with you or help
with your arrangements and care, we
want to do what we can to make this
transition as easy for you as possible,
and to help you make the best of your
life.

| believe that every one of you,
whether you realize it or not, has been
given special gifts from the Lord, and
has something to give to others. Even if
you're not going to be a full-time mis-
sionary in the Family, whether it’s be-
cause you don't want to have to adhere
to the rules and requirements of a Fam-
ily member, or because you have other
plans for your life, or whatever your
reasons may be, there are things that
you've learned—both in the way of
skills and spiritual principles—that can
help you in many walks of life. | have
great hopes for each of you and believe
in you, that you can do something very
worthwhile and make a difference in
this world.

You're the Lord’s child, and whether
you choose to serve Him all the way,
part time, or not at all, He loves you
just the same! His love for you is never
going to die. You'll always be His price-

less creation and hold your unique
place in His heart. He’s never going to
stop caring for you, and He's always
going to be there to hear your prayers
and answer them in the very best way
for you.

He promised in His Word that “he
who cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast
out.” It doesn’t matter what your posi-
tion or condition is, He loves you! Of
course, things are going to be different
for you out of the Family than they were
in the Family, and you won't be sur-
rounded by the same spiritual atmo-
sphere as before, but the Lord is every-
where. He's omnipresent, and His love

is unconditional. Some of His promises
and rewards are conditional; yet even
then He’s loving and merciful and al-
ways willing to forgive and offer another
chance.

Peter and | also love you and care
about you, and want you to know that
we won't ever despise or reject you or
stop loving you, no matter what you do.
We accept the decision you've made,
and understand that the Family and our
way of life, our beliefs, our rules, our
methods, or some combination of
these, either aren’t to your liking or
seem too difficult, and we don’t hold
that against you.
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You're still our “child” too, just as
you're the Lord’s child, and we, feeling
like your “parents” in the Lord as heads
of the Family, will always love you. We
trust that the rest of the Family will
follow suit, and also show you through
their words and actions that they still
care for you.

In the following pages I'm going to
include several messages that the Lord
gave specifically for you who have been
in the Family and have chosen to leave.
Please don't skip over them, thinking
that they’re going to be telling you
things you've heard a million times;
that the Lord or I will try to convince
you not to leave (or to come back, if
you've left already), harp on the virtues
of the Family, or make you feel bad for
the choice you've made. That’s not the
point here at all!

Please open your heart and take the
time to listen to these words from
Jesus, because they contain encourage-
ment and comfort. For the sake of you
who are just now leaving or have done
so recently, we're going to give some
tips and instructions to better prepare
you for what you're going to encounter,
as well as counsel for each of you,
however long you've been gone, that
will help you make the best of your new
life. I'm sure you’ll find some worthwhile
advice in these words that you'll benefit
from, either now or later.

Thanks for listening. Thanks, too,
for all that you've done for the Lord and
for others while you've been in the Fam-
ily. I know you've each been a big help
in some way to your parents and
Homes. Whatever you've done, whether
inside the Home or out, has contributed
in some way to witnessing and winning
souls. We appreciate every bit of it. The
Lord remembers it all too, and no mat-
ter where you go from here, whatever
you've done for Him within your lifetime
is going to be acknowledged and re-
warded when you get to Heaven.

I'm sure there are many folks in the
Family, too, who are always going to
remember you with fondness and grate-
fulness, thinking back on the fun and
special times you shared, the way you
helped them with their kids, how you
made it possible for a certain project to
be accomplished, and much more. And
of course every person that you touched

with the Lord’s love and brought to
salvation is going to be thankful forever.
[ hope you'll still keep sharing His love
and salvation with others as much as
you can.

Please feel free to write to Peter and
me any time you want. If you feel the
need to share your thoughts with some-
one, for whatever reason, we’'ll be avail-
able to listen. Most of all, we'll pray for
you, that the Lord will care for you, pro-
tect you, provide your needs, keep you
close to Him and help you to be fulfilled,
happy, and a blessing to others in what-
ever you do. We love you very much!

Mama’s e-mail address is:
mama@wsfamily.com. Peter’s
is: peter@wsfamily.com. Mail
can be sent unencrypted, or, if
you have access to the Home
ARC, please use the “Mama”
CPY (PGP) key to close mess-
ages that you send to them.

Pll Always Love You!

(Jesus speaking:) You're My pre-
cious child, the one that I love so
deeply, completely, fully and perfectly.
As you go your way to do what you feel
you need to do and walk the path of life
that you feel you'll be satisfied with, |
want you to know I don't love you any
less. I love you just as much at this
moment as | loved you before. My love
is ever constant; it never grows tired,
never gets old, and is not influenced or
determined by your circumstances.

My love for you is a spiritual love,
as strong and sure as it could ever be,
and nothing that you do or don’t do will
make Me stop loving you. I love you
with an unending love, because My
heart is tied to you. Even if you choose
a different path than the one | had
originally planned for you, My heart is
still joined to yours. We're still bound
together as one and I'm still a part of
your life.

You can choose to accept Me as a
part of your life or you can choose to
reject Me, but whether you accept or
reject, [ will still be with you. Even
though you now choose to walk a differ-
ent road, a road that leads away from
your previous missionary calling, this
doesn’t mean an end to My love for you,
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nor an end to the ways in which [ would
delight in using you. Even if you're not
in the Family, there’s still much to be
done in the world today, and many
different places of service are open to
you.

There are many ways in which you
can be a help to the world and an en-
couragement to others. There are so
many sick, diseased, poor, lonely and
deprived people in the world who need
someone to love them, who need to
know My love. Even if you don't feel
called to an active life of service to
others, there’s still much that you can
do in your day-to-day life to show
others love.

You can give a helping hand to
those in need rather than just living
from day to day, struggling to make as
much money as you can, and living the
empty existence that the vast majority
are living. You can encourage those that
you meet or work with. You can freely
smile and show love. You can help your
friends find the solutions to their every-
day problems, to see the good in bad
situations.

You've been blessed with a heritage
of faith, a heritage of love. Though you
now choose to walk a different path,
your heritage remains. Many gifts, tal-
ents and treasures have been embedded
in your heart and life. Though you may
not feel special, or blessed, or even
worthy to love or help others, I can still
work through you.

There’s so much that you can do to
show My love to others and to make a
difference in the world, even if you no
longer feel it’s your calling to give your
life to Me in full-time service. There’s a
vacuum for people like you who have
faith and love. You look at those in the
world and you judge yourself poor by
comparison. But you have riches in
your heart and life that others long for
and need, and as you meet different
ones and talk intimately with them,
you'll understand what I'm talking
about. You'll see that so many are in
need of love. Everywhere you go, there
will be people who are searching for
answers. They need to know the path-
way to Heaven and everlasting life, and
you have the truth and love they need.

There’s no need for you to feel
rejected by Me, because | haven't dis-
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owned you. You're still My very dear
child that [ love and wish to care for
and work through as much as you'll let
Me. There’s no need for you to feel far
removed from My presence, because My
presence is just as real in your life as it
has ever been. I'm still right beside you,
still just a prayer away, still ready to
help you when you need Me, comfort
you when you're sad, encourage you
when your heart is drooping, show you
the way to walk, and help you to be a
ray of sunshine in the lives of others.

Don't just go out there and simply
exist; make a difference! Don’t go out
there and simply survive; make a dent
in the world around you. Don’t go out
there and get by with as little as you
possibly can; show the world that
you're different, that you're special—
because you are—and they’ll love you
for it. You've got a gold mine of wealth
and treasures inside of you, so don't
hide what you've got. You're still My
child and I still wish to use you. Won't
you let Me?

Don't bury your talents in the earth
like the man did in the parable that |
told you about in the Bible. If you do,
they’ll just waste away, and you will
waste away along with them. Be like
the smart men, who invested their tal-
ents wisely, and then they’ll multiply
and you will in turn be happier. The
more you invest, the more you'll have at
your disposal to invest, and the returns
and rewards of your investments will
flood your life and give you a sense of
fulfillment, a peace in knowing that
you'’re making a difference and doing
something worthwhile. That’s a feeling
of contentment that so few in the world
are blessed with.

I love you, My child, and no matter
where you are or which road you choose
to take, I'll be with you and I'll work
through you to love others and make a
mark in the world, if you want Me to.
Because you know Me, you can be a
different person, a better person, an
outstanding person—one who can
touch and influence many. 've gifted
you and trained you in ways that those
in the world have only dreamed of. So
don'’t throw that to the wind and turn to
the husks of dissatisfaction. Choose to
allow Me to continue to use you, and |
will.

You may not have as much formal

education as your counterparts in the
world, but you have received an educa-
tion in My Word and My ways that will
benefit you for eternity. Even now on
Earth, you have knowledge, training
and wisdom that your worldly peers
don't have. So use these strong points,
and others will respect you and look up
to you. There’s no need to feel inferior
even if you lack in textbook training in
some areas. You have more training
than you realize, especially in areas
where it counts the most—in matters of
the heart and life. You can use what I've
given you, things which are much more
important, to be accepted and make a
difference.

I love you, and [ will never leave you
nor forsake you. This path that you
choose to walk can still bring you My
blessings if you try to do the little things
that please Me and bring Me joy—little
deeds of kindness toward others, giving
encouragement to others, helping those
in need, telling your friends about the
peace and happiness they can find in
Me, making the world around you a
better place. You may feel that you're
free to do as you please, but if you also
please Me, you'll be even more free, and
even more pleased and blessed.

[ will notice and remember every
deed of kindness that you do, every bit
of love that you give, every loving word
that you say, every smile, every time
you help to lighten the load of another,
every person that you share My love
with. None of these things will go
unrewarded. [ will bless you for each
one, and in Heaven you’ll be rewarded
accordingly by Me personally. The path
that you walk holds many opportunities
for you. I desire to work through you as
much as | can, if you'll let Me.

[ love you, dear child. Not a mo-
ment will pass without Me beside you.
I'm still your Heavenly Father, I'm still
looking out for you, I'm still just a heart-
cry away. | will never leave you nor
forsake you. (End of message from
Jesus.)

Please Take Me
With You!

(Jesus speaking:) No matter where
you are or what you're doing, you can
always keep Me at your side. You can
still be a good example of a Christian,

a godly person. Just think about how
much [ love you. Would you really want
to leave Me behind along with the Fam-
ily lifestyle? Just because you're not in
the Family doesn’t mean you're not still
dear to My heart and greatly loved by
Me.

Take Me with you wherever you go.
Take My presence with you. Continue to
love Me and to spend time with Me, be-
cause this will be your strength as you
face the difficulties and trials of the world.

It’s hard to remain strong. It’s diffi-
cult to stand up for your faith, but re-
member that the rewards for doing so
are greater than you could ever im-
agine. You are still My child, the one |
love, whether you're in or out of the
Family. | don't condemn you for your
decision; | only long to remain at your
side. | beg of you, please take Me
along. Please don't abandon your faith
in Me. Even though you've chosen to
not live the life of a full-time missionary
in the Family, you can still be a witness;
you can still give My love to those you
encounter.

Those who, while they have left My
full-time service, continue to share My
love and light with those they meet, are
truly blessed, and life will be much
easier for them. But those who decide
that they don’t want to have anything
more to do with Me or My Spirit struggle
much, [ am sorry to say. They bear the
heavy burdens that they face alone,
because they choose to bear them
alone. | would be there by their side in a
moment if they were to cast their cares
on Me, but they choose to take matters
upon their own shoulders instead of
letting Me do it for them. In doing so,
they become heavy-hearted and bur-
dened. But if they would continue to do
what they can for Me, according to their
faith, and continue to keep their eyes
fixed on Me, they would have a much
easier life.

[ know that right now you may be
thinking that you can make it on your
own. You feel that you're strong
enough, that you don't really need Me,
but [ implore you, please don't leave Me
behind. It's so important that you con-
tinue to see Me and listen to Me,
whether it is My voice speaking in your
heart or vocally through prophecy. Even
if you don't feel you can or want to live
up to the calling and standard of those
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who stay in the Family, you can still
believe in Me. You can still pray and
study My Word and look to Me for help.
Is that too much to ask? | promise that
if you do this I will make your life easier,
and you’ll not be so battered about by
the cares of the world like those who
have rejected Me or have chosen to
block Me out of their lives.

I love you, My children, My precious,
precious ones. | love you so much, and
the thought of you losing your connec-
tion with Me is painful. [ want to con-
tinue to be there by your side. No mat-
ter what you choose to do in this life,
you can still let Me help you. You can
still bring burdens and trials to Me and
ask My counsel. My voice is still avail-
able to guide you through My written
Word, and even through My living Word.
If you come to Me with an open and
desperate heart, seeking to hear from
Me, desiring to know My mind on a
matter in order to fulfill My will, I will
readily speak to you. When you seek Me
and ask Me, I'll give you the answers
you need.

Those who have chosen to remain
in the Family will continue to progress
in their spiritual lives, and you can as
well. Maybe you don’t want to fight for
spiritual victories anymore. Maybe
you're tired of it all. Well, at least you
can continue to put Me first in whatever
way you feel you can. You can continue
to be a witness for Me, to lead others to
Me and My love. You can continue to
share the good news of My salvation
with others. As you meet new people,
and in your interactions with your col-
leagues and friends, you can look
around and try to find those you can
encourage. What do you think? Can
you at least do that much? If you’ll
pack Me in your bags and take Me with
you, I'll always be there to encourage
you if ever you have a need.

[ promise now, before the host of
Heaven and all the holy angels, that |
will never, never leave you. [ will always
be by your side when you need Me. This
is a promise | made to you the day you
accepted Me into your life, and [ never
break a promise. | will be at your side
whenever you call for Me. All you have
to do is open the door. All you have to
do is look up and let Me speak to your
heart. Let Me comfort and encourage
you and give you the hope and the

answers you need. Ask and [ will give;
seek and you will find Me. Those are My
promises, never to be broken. My Word
will stand forever. (End of message
from Jesus.)

Making Your Background
Work For You

(Mama:) Each of you has a lot of
potential, a lot of personality, skills,
talents, and ethics that you can use to
really go somewhere and do something.
| believe that you can be successful at
whatever you put your hand to, if you
want to go for it. Some of you might
feel like you don’t have much going for
you, that you're lacking in education or
skills, and that you're at a disadvan-
tage. Some of you have even chosen to
leave the Family for the purpose of
getting a higher education, because you
feel you haven't had enough formal
education to make it in the world and
do well for yourself. In some cases that
might be true, but [ believe that for the
most part, many of you have more to
offer than you realize.

Please don’t underestimate the
training you've received in the Family.
Each individual is different, but one
thing that pervades the Family is a
driving desire to accomplish more and
make a difference. That motivation was
what Dad inspired us with, and we all
share in it to some degree. Even some
of our Family-born young people who
may be considered “lazy” might find
themselves pleasantly surprised at what
good workers they are compared to the
world’s average. Of course, there are
plenty of other movers and shakers out
there, those who really strive and do
well as a result. You can certainly make
yourself counted amongst them, rather
than amongst the larger mass of unmo-
tivated folk who comprise most of soci-
ety.

Our belief that time is short and
that we may not have long to reach the
world with the message has helped us
learn to work like everything depended
on work, to pray like everything de-
pended on prayer, and to learn and
progdress in as many areas as possible.
You might not realize what an excep-
tional quality that is. You've been
taught to challenge yourself as much as
possible, and the Letters and other

Family articles and materials that have
been made available to you have pro-
vided you with hundreds of tips on how
to organize your time and rise above the
crowd. Although some people in the
world do read and study tips like these
and put them to use, the vast majority
couldn'’t care less, and they trudge
along day after day trying to get away
with doing as little as possible.

If you find that it's necessary for
you to get a System job, you’ll probably
immediately realize that there’s a differ-
ence between you and many of the
other employees when it comes to your
work habits and diligence. And others
will as well.—Not to mention the fact
that you have the Lord’s Spirit and will
stand head and shoulders above every-
one else in spiritual matters, as well as
having a special insight and under-
standing of people’s nature and needs.
You young people have been taught,
taught, and taught, and have studied,
studied, and studied all of your lives,
and there’s a tremendous storehouse of
knowledge in that computer of yours—
your brain.

What you've learned in the Family is
not just head stuffing or technicalities,
but important principles that will help
you through life. More than almost
anyone else, you should know how to
keep yourself challenged, not only
physically and mentally, but you should
also know what to do when you experi-
ence heartbreak or personal loss. You've
had opportunity to learn how to cope
with people who have spiritual and/or
mental problems, how to be a leader
and relate to people. [ think you'd be
surprised what a difference these quali-
ties make.

Most of you have also lived in sev-
eral countries, speak or at least under-
stand more than one language, and
have lived and interacted with people
from a variety of backgrounds, cultures,
and levels of society. You're generally
very conscious of the world situation
and what’s going on, having learned a
lot through the Letters, as well as
through your personal experience.
You're accustomed to approaching
people and communicating. You adapt
easily to new environments. All these
are very valuable skills which are not
that common among the average per-
son out there, and that would enhance
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anyone’s résumé.

Here’s something from Dad on this
topic of your training and preparation to
face life and employment outside the
Family:

(Dad speaking:) Please don't worry
about whether you have enough training
or the ability to make it out there. As
long as you're willing to put some
blood, sweat and tears into it, then
you’ll do well because of the invaluable
training you've been given by the Lord
while growing up in the Family.

There are, of course, some things to
watch out for and avoid, that might
keep you from making a good life for
yourself, even though you have the
potential to do so. Some young people
who've left the Family have had a tre-
mendous amount of talent and ability,
but they ended up practically living on
the street. Why did that happen? Was it
because of a lack of education or proper
socialization? No, that’s hardly ever
been the case! Some Family young
people who wound up in dire straits
may have lacked some education, but
that wasn'’t usually the root of their
problems. Their problems usually came
from one of the following:

O The “prodigal son” syndrome:
The prodigal son was so intent on en-
joying life that he rashly spent all that
he had, as if he were immortal and
invincible. Some young people who
leave the Family do the same thing,
spending all of their time and money
enjoying the worldly things that they
didn't experience in the Family, such as
violent movies, junk food, excessive
drinking, drugs, friends from the “wrong
crowd,” continual partying, promiscu-
ous sex, etc. They get so caught up
doing their own thing that they neglect
to make a life for themselves. Then one
day they wake up with no money, few or
no quality friends, and not much of a
future to speak of.

@ Lack of patience: Many times the
Lord allows the Family to get results
quickly and supernaturally because He
knows time is short, and because they
live by faith. For example, if the Lord
shows a Home that they need to con-
centrate more on follow-up and less on
fundraising, then He’s probably going

to supply their needs practically from
nowhere, through miracles. Of course,
the Family does have to work hard to
raise funds, but the Lord never allows
His children to go hungry and always
supplies their needs. He'll drop it out of
the sky, if necessary.

Because you're used to that, you
may not realize that when you're work-
ing for man and mammon, the Lord is
usually not going to drop money and
supplies from the sky. You have to work
hard to support yourself, and usually
that means starting at the bottom and
working your way up. You can't simply
go from job to job when you get bored,
or you'll stay at the bottom for the rest
of your life.

In the Family the Lord often calls
people to the far corners of the Earth,
and you don't usually have to wait
years on end to do new and exciting
things. However, in the System, usually
the only way to make it big is to stick to
a mundane job for years at a time and
slowly increase others’ trust in you. You
have to have patience and an awful lot
of endurance to make it out there.

© Lack of confidence in your train-
ing: This is a big one. So many Family-
raised young people think that because
they didn't receive a secular college
education, they can’'t and won't make it.
For certain types of jobs this is true,
and if you want to be a scientist or a
doctor, for example, you're going to
need to spend many years getting a
higher education. But for many voca-
tions, what is needed most is a good,
honest worker who is going to work
hard and has been trained to be respon-
sible and take initiative.

So many people in the world slave
away at their job from day to day with-
out ever offering suggestions or actively
looking for ingenious ways to work
faster and more efficiently. Bosses look
for these qualities, as well as people-
handling skills, in many cases just as
much as they look for education. There
are hundreds of thousands of people
who have lots of education stuck in
dead-end jobs because they don't have
what it takes—the drive and initiative
and desire to keep doing more and
better. | dare say that the Family is just
about the best place to give you what it

[continued on page 6]
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The People Factor
Associated Press

YOU'RE A WHIZ with computer
technology. Or your knowledge of an
arcane specialty had dozens of employ-
ers wooing you.

Reality check: You also are a human
being, and so are the people you will be
working with.

“I hear it over and over again. Em-
ployers say they are looking for gradu-
ates with a work ethic and people skills,
in addition to the right training,” says
Joan Mark, executive director of career
services at Pace University in New York
City.

“Everyone wants employees with a
certain amount of technological, com-
puter knowledge, for example. But more
and more, they also ask for people who
can take criticism, show up on time,
work as part of a team, smile, carry on
a conversation, and make eye contact.”

Pace career psychologist Barry
Miller says many youngsters starting
out often lack the social skills and emo-
tional intelligence they need for the
workplace. That’s not surprising, he
says, because only about a third of
families in the United States share
meals together—and half of these are
eating that meal around the television
set.

It's not a bad idea to hold down
some kind of office job before graduat-
ing, says Heather Collins, director of
information technology at Columbia
Law School. “It seems silly, but until
they've worked in an office, many kids
don’t know how to act in terms of orga-
nizing themselves, answering the phone,
attending meetings and dinners.”

Newly minted degree holders need
to understand that they won't automati-
cally be offered a lucrative, responsible
job just because they've got that de-
gree, says John Keating, director at
Haven Capital Management and a
participant in Pace’s work-study pro-
gram. Get hired at any level and work
your way up, he advises; flexibility is an
important qualification. Also, “I tell
students to develop an international
awareness even if it’s just through read-
ing key periodicals.”
|
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[continued from page 5]
takes—that special spark that causes
you to stand out amongst the millions.
If you've decided that serving the
Lord in the Family is not your bag and
you're headed for a secular life, then
please keep in mind what I've just said,
and try to take advantage of your
unique background and special skills
and make the most of them. (End of
message from Dad.)

Adjusting to a
New Environment

(Mama:) | very much believe that
each of you who leave the Family have
the wherewithal to make a good life for
yourself and benefit others as well.
You're talented young people with a lot
going for you.

As many of you have already dis-
covered, a lot of things in the world
operate completely differently from the
way they do within the Family environ-
ment. In a way, the Family is like a
bubble—not in the sense that those
within it are ignorant or naive about
what goes on in the world, but in the
sense that we're not faced on a daily
basis with all of the evil, cruelty and
deceit that is prevalent in the dog-eat-
dog society that is the world at large.

Of course, there are also many
good people in the world, and we pray
you will come into contact with those
who will be a help to you and with
whom you can have a positive relation-
ship. But you must realize that human
nature without the Lord’s Spirit tends to
be selfish and “me-first.” This is why
when you go out into a worldly environ-
ment, it's important to be wary of the
dangers if you want to avoid being
lured into the traps of ungodly men.

Here is another message from the
Lord, given especially for the sake of
you who are just now leaving the Fam-
ily, forewarning you of some of the
differences that you will face and ex-
plaining how you can best handle them.
You who have been there for some time
have probably found these things out
for yourself. You who have left more
recently or are now planning to leave
might already be aware of some of
these things; others you may not have
thought of or realized.

(Jesus speaking:) Like My Word
says—and as My children have discov-
ered all through the ages—the just are
called to walk by faith rather than by
sight. And believe it or not, that in-
cludes you, because you're one of My
just ones. You who know Me are called
to live a life of faith to some degree no
matter where you are.

If you were born and brought up in
the Family, you've been given the great-
est inheritance, birthright, and heritage
that you could've possibly been given—
a heritage of faith. This heritage is
available to all those who know Me, but
the Family is made up of those who
know Me and seek to do My will con-
stantly, living a life of faith.

Although in the life of faith there are
many battles, trials, difficulties, tribula-
tions, persecutions, testings and afflic-
tions, faith allows My children to believe
in the impossible, to know that no mat-
ter what happens, with Me, all things
are possible. | can heal you of all your
diseases, forgive all your sins, supply
all of your needs, and turn every trial
into a triumph. Those are My promises,
and when you live in My Word and let
My Words live in you, this gives you the
faith to trust that whatever happens, it’s
going to be all right. My Word gives you
faith to believe in the unbelievable, the
impractical, the illogical, and the out-
right impossible. It’s pretty awesome
when you think about it, isn't it? That’s
what you've been given.

However, those of you who at one
time or another in your lives, for what-
ever the reason, find yourself—even
temporarily—outside of the environment
of faith that exists in the normal Family
Home and community, will have a lot of
adjusting to do in order to survive. One
of the biggest differences that you'll
probably notice is the lack of this kind
of faith—faith in the impossible—the
faith that once surrounded you and
shielded you. Maybe that bubble of
faith wasn't something that you even
necessarily noticed or realized was
there. You probably had no way of
knowing how much difference it was
making in your life either. But believe
Me, once you step outside of that
bubble, you'll probably notice the differ-
ence fairly quickly.

In the world, most of those you'll be
living and working with have grown up

operating on a very different plane—a
completely physical plane, just like in
the Letter “Flatlanders.” Although many
of them will be good and friendly
people, and maybe even believe in Me,
most of them have never had the oppor-
tunity to know anything remotely as
deep spiritually as the laws and prin-
ciples of faith you've been blessed to
grow up with. And they never will, un-
less someone helps them and shows
them the way. If you, My children, retain
your link with Me, [ will help you to hold
on to your faith, and to minister of that
faith and hope to others as well. This
will sustain and strengthen both you
and others who struggle in the midst of
the world’s coldness and unbelief.

It’s very difficult for most people to
have much faith in the things of the
spirit, the invisible, when their whole
lives revolve around and depend on the
physical—what they can see and feel.
It's almost guaranteed that if you're
living in and depending on the world—
the System—for your livelihood and
support, your faith will be affected by
the world and the conditions around
you.

The System’s worldly laws of eco-
nomics are contrary to My laws of eco-
nomics. When you walk away from the
life of faith and put yourself in the
world, you're putting yourself in a posi-
tion where you're going to be governed
by the world and its economic principles
to a much greater extent than what
you're used to.

Because the goals and motives of
worldly economics are the opposite of
My Heavenly goals, the mode of opera-
tion and methods of conduct used by
those you'll be living and working with
are also often going to be very different
than My way of doing things. Although
there are good and helpful people, you
may at times be surrounded by people
operating on a selfish, godless, even
heartless level. If you've sometimes felt
that your brothers and sisters in the
Family were guilty of being somewhat
selfish and self-centered, you haven't
seen anything yet!

When someone is living for Me and
has put their trust wholly in Me, then
they can wholly believe that when I've
called them to do something—no mat-
ter what it is—and they obey Me and
step out by faith to do it, I'll supply all
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their needs accordingly. That’s a prin-
ciple that your parents and the older
generation of Family members, and
hopefully many of your own generation,
have learned through countless experi-
ences over the years.

As you were growing up in the Fam-
ily, you probably experienced that no
matter what needs or emergencies came
up, your parents were able to commit it
to Me in prayer, claim My promises, and
then go out by faith to share My love
with others, knowing that | would sup-
ply their every need. Maybe you didn'’t
have the opportunity of seeing or know-
ing about all of the miracles of supply |
performed in order to keep you. But
there were many. From the beginning of
the Family, I've been doing miracle after
miracle in order to keep you going for
Me. I've supplied abundantly, making it
possible for thousands of you to go
from country to country, field to field,
all around the world, living a lifestyle
that many would be envious of. Wher-
ever ['ve guided, I've always provided.

But in the world, things don't work
that way. If you've bound yourself to
operating according to the limitations of
a System job, then your paycheck is
probably as far as your supply will go.
If your needs increase, that means
you've got to take on yet another job
and get another paycheck to cover the
extra expenses and needs. That’s the
way it works.

You've grown up in an atmosphere
where there was no limit whatsoever to
My supply for those who were living by
faith and being obedient to My call. If
you've now chosen the presumed secur-
ity of an hourly wage, then while you've
traded the seeming insecurity of Family
life and finances for something that
appears more “reliable,” you've also
traded what was an unlimited supply of
support and income for something that,
while perhaps steady, is also very lim-
ited and rigid.

When you're living for Me, the only
limitations to My supply are your capac-
ity to receive and your faith and des-
peration to call out to Me. Maybe you
don't think that was necessarily the way
things were in some of the Homes you
lived in, and you've seen Homes that
had a hard time making ends meet. If
this has been the case, it may have
been due to the fact that the Home was

not obeying in some area, or not follow-
ing My instructions in properly manag-
ing their funds, or perhaps they were
not placing their priorities on the right
things.

While observing some of the people
you ministered to in your witnessing,
you may have felt that you, a lowly
missionary, were missing out on a lot of
good things in life. But even though
you may not have had every luxury and
comfort your heart desired, | was giving
you more important things—things of
the Spirit and lessons and principles |
knew would help you to find real happi-
ness, both then and in the days to
come.

Most of your life you were probably
constantly being reminded to count your
blessings and to think about all the
good things that you had, and being
taught that you should be happy and
content in whatever conditions you
found yourself in—whether you were
abounding or abasing. Chances are, as
you grew up, you had the opportunity to
experience both. That's good. It was
good for you to learn how to do without
some things every once in a while; it’s
something everyone should learn.

In reality, though there may have
been times when you felt you had to do
with less than you would like, most
Family Homes live very well compared
to the vast majority of the world’s popu-
lation. You must keep in mind that an
individual must earn a very large sum
of money each month to be able to
afford the type of comfortable living
and lifestyle our cooperative Homes
maintain. Because people live more to
themselves—usually alone, or with just
one other person—the economic re-
sponsibility that falls on an individual’s
shoulders if he or she wants to maintain
a high standard of living is much,
much greater. If this is your goal, you
will have to work very hard to make
ends meet.

The truth is that while you've looked
at the fairly affluent and well off and
often considered yourselves poor by
comparison, if you would carefully
examine the average standard of living
across the world, especially in many of
the poorer countries where you've lived
as missionaries, you'd realize that you
haven't had it that bad at all! In many
cases you have lived more comfortably

than the average person.

Of course, it’s natural that you
wouldn't compare yourselves with the
poor and needy, but with the rich, or at
least the middle class, who are often
the ones you've had the most contact
with in your witnessing and tool distri-
bution, and who have things that you
desire to have as well. Yet | would fore-
warn you that once you get into that
frame of mind that pervades the world,
wanting to have the best and nicest
things, to have what the well off have,
you'll find that the craving is never
satisfied. You'll always want more, and
you’ll never come to the place where
you are content with what you have
materially.

Look at those you minister to now.
Does their wealth or their material pos-
sessions make them happy and satisfy
the needs of their spirit? Do they have
peace, fulfilment, contentment, joy and
love? In most cases they do not, and
that is why they seek the Family, be-
cause although you have little in com-
parison, you possess the true riches.
You may think you have very little mate-
rially, yet you possess a lot spiritually.
Those who have more wealth admire
this, for their wealth has often only
brought them stress, anxiety, ill health
and emptiness rather than fulfillment.

Everywhere you look—the commer-
cials, the promotions, the sales, the
advertisements, the publicity, the shop-
ping malls—they're all going to be
flooding your senses with the idea that:
“More things mean greater happiness.”
At every turn, throughout every day,
you're going to be getting more and
more commercialized. Through the
power of suggestion, through gradual
insinuation and eventual indoctrination,
you're going to be made to feel that in
order to be happy, you've got to have
more things.

You'll always be finding more things
that you just have to have to keep up
with what everyone else has, with
what'’s cool, what’s trendy, what'’s in
vogue. The latest car, the coolest pair
of jeans, the sexiest brand of under-
wear—there’s so much to be had and
so much to be bought! From the minute
you walk out your door or turn on your
TV, you're going to be hit with it. Of
course, it's always been like that to
some degree. You've already seen all
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the commercials and all the advertise-
ments. But these things have more
influence on you once you leave the
Family environment. Once you're out
there, the carrot seems like it’s right
there in front of you to grab and eat. If
you could just get a little more money,
work a little bit harder, a little bit longer,
maybe take on an extra job for just a
little while, maybe a few months ...
well, okay, a year, max! ... Then you'd
be able to get those things that would
help you to feel so much happier.

The trouble is, it doesn’'t work that
way. You can never dget enough, be-
cause no matter how much you have,
you realize that you need just a little bit
more. And by the time you've got it, or
at least enough to make a down pay-
ment on what you've been dreaming
about, then that new car, for instance,
is no longer the latest model. There’s
already something newer, better, fancier,
more luxurious—and more expensive—
that you've got your eyes on. Deeper
and deeper and deeper in debt you're
likely to go if you don't watch out. Like
the words to the old song, “another day
older and deeper in debt.”

Don't sell yourself short. Remember
all that your parents and the Family
taught you about what the true riches
and values are, and that material things
are not all there is to life. These prin-
ciples weren't just their words and
teachings, but Mine: “Labor not for the
meat which perisheth.” “A man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of
things which he possesses.”

Even though you're not living in a
Family Home any longer and you're
now out in the “big, bad world,” as they
themselves call it, please don't make
the mistake of letting things and the
getting of things rule your life, your
thoughts, your time, or your decisions.
If you do, you'll make some very wrong
decisions and end up very unhappy and
discontent.

Believe Me, | know the temptation
of things, because although it wasn't
such a commercial world back when |
was growing up on Earth, the Devil was
the same. He tried it with Me. He said,
“All these things will I give you if"—that
“if” was the catch—"you'll fall down
and worship me.” That’s what he’s
really after with you too. He wants you
to worship him and even make material-

ism a god in your life by devoting your
time and your talents to him in selfish
pursuits, thereby neglecting Me. Please
don't fall for it. You've been given My
Spirit. Your body is My temple. Please
remember that only the things of My
Spirit will bring you life and peace, even
in the midst of your new lifestyle.

| promise that if you look to Me and
continue to live for Me as much as
you're able, | will take care of you. My
promises of supply and protection are
not limited. No matter what happens, if
you keep your eyes on Me and your
mind on things above, if you do your
best to keep your heart clean and fight
the grip of materialism, you'll see that |
will bless you for this. I'll bless you not
only with spiritual blessings, but physi-
cal ones; | promise to provide for you
and supply your needs. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

Be Wary and Wise

(Mama:) I don't think [ have to tell
you that besides the more subtle differ-
ences in lifestyle, ethics and beliefs that
you’ll face in the world, there’s a lot of
plain old evil. As prophesied in the
Bible, in these Last Days evil men and
seducers have grown worse and worse,
and the love of many has grown cold.
You only have to watch the news or
read a paper to see that things are
really going downhill. The world isn't a
very safe place, and a lot of people are
not to be trusted.

I know it’s part of the nature of
young people sometimes to flirt with
danger, to want to be daring and try
new and wild things, even if they're
potentially dangerous. But for your own
sake, because I love you and am con-
cerned about you and your life, [ want
to caution you that all is not as it ap-
pears to be. Small decisions can have
big consequences. This isn't anything
you haven't heard before, but it's some-
thing you'll need to keep in mind much
more now that you're out on your own
and going to be in contact with all sorts
of people on all sorts of trips and with
all sorts of agendas.

[ hope that your parents talk with
you about such issues as how to avoid
being the target of crime, exposing
yourself to AIDS, falling into harmful
addictions or getting in with bad com-

pany, etc., and [ hope that you'll take
their advice to heart. Being armed with
caution and wariness is one of your
best protections. You also need to be
armed spiritually with convictions and
principles that you determine to uphold.
You'll undoubtedly be faced with a lot of
temptation, and some things might
seem innocent enough at first, or just
very difficult to resist. But my prayer is
that you'll take your decisions seriously,
weigh the consequences and count the
cost, lest you make foolish mistakes
that will take your life downhill and ruin
your chances of being happy and mak-
ing something of yourself or being use-
ful to others.

(Jesus speaking:) So many young
people who grew up under the shadow
of My protection in the Family have
found themselves completely vulnerable
to the Enemy’s snares of temptation
once they were out on their own. The
world today is a wicked environment to
live in. It is again like it was in Noah'’s
day.

Just like My Word explains, “I the
Lord search the heart, [ try the reins,
even to give every man according to his
ways, and according to the fruit of his
doings” (Jeremiah 17:10). Satan is
flooding the Earth with the septic
waters of the lusts of the flesh, the lusts
of the eyes, and the pride of life. Many
are deceived by the Enemy’s trickery.
They see the waters and are tempted by
them. They look as though they’d be
fun to swim in, but because the waters
are poisonous and not pure, those who
swim in them are gradually diseased
and sickened by them. The Tempter
knows well the end of these things. And
that’s his purpose—to lure, to catch, to
drown, to kill and destroy.

This is probably the most difficult
and dangerous period there has ever
been in all of history to grow up in. |
know that it’s not easy; the world is full
of Satan’s wicked devices. As man turns
further away from Me and becomes
more and more alienated from the
things of My Word and Spirit, the world
becomes more filthy, vile and corrupt.
Every foul spirit and every foul bird of
the Enemy is being released into the
world to seek out and to corrupt the
souls of men.

Because the world has refused to
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acknowledge Me or glorify Me, they've
become vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish hearts have become dark-
ened. They've become vile in their affec-
tions and have chosen those things
which are against both Me and My laws
of nature.

As you were growing up in Family
Homes, you always had someone to
look out for you—either your parents,
shepherds, teachers, brothers, sisters or
peers. Others were always there to
protect you, to teach, to help and to
care for you. | also placed them there
as safeguards.

Those who grow up in today’s world
don't have the same advantages that
you've probably had most of your life,
in that they haven't had the blessing of
almost constantly being surrounded by
others who help protect them. [ know
for some of you there were times you
probably didn't look at it as a blessing,
much less as an advantage. The Enemy
has tried to make it look as though
you've been overly protected and shel-
tered, and that you haven't been given
opportunities to experience things for
yourself. But he only says this because
he’s a wolf. He's just out to get the
sheep, and he knows he can't get at
them as long as they're banded together
with others and protected by the shep-
herd. Did you know that this is one of
the reasons the Enemy promoted public
education in the first place? He wanted
to get children and young folks away
from their family, from those who look
out for them.

Now that you're older and no longer
right there with your parents and other
guardians, the ol’ Wolf knows that
you're much more vulnerable to his
attacks. Yes, you're still My sheep, and
I'm still the Good Shepherd. I'm still
watching out for you, and nothing can
change that. But other things have
changed—drastically.

Although I'm still there with you,
you don't have the same safeguards
that you had when you were with others
in the Family who shared your beliefs.
Those who live and work together with
other Christians have the advantage of
almost always having someone with
them. That’s the way it was for you
before—at least that’s the way it
should've been. That was part of My
plan. It helped to keep you out of

trouble, away from temptations, and to
make sure you wouldn't be doing things
that weren't good for you.

Of course, there were still lots of
times when you managed to try things
out, and sometimes you even went
overboard with things that weren't good
for you. | understand; that’s just part of
growing up. But at least there was a
safety net in place to keep you from
getting too deeply involved in harmful
things. But now you've cut the net
away.

Now that you’re more on your own,
there’s very little, physically speaking, to
keep you on the right path and from
getting tripped off or lured by the
Enemy’s temptations, life-wasters, and
addictions that are so rampant in the
world around you. Maybe that’s the way
you want it. Maybe you're really looking
forward to being able to do whatever
you want. Maybe you think you'll just
have a little fun and then get down to
business with your life. And it may be
fun at first, sweet to the taste, but bitter
to the belly later on. It may lead to
accidents, addictions, vices, sicknesses
or problems that you did not foresee, or
whose consequences you chose to
ignore.

Remember that some of those
things that you might be looking for-
ward to trying and doing are snares and
traps of the Enemy. He’s trying to suck
you in. Don’t expect to hear a giant
sucking sound, either; you probably
won't hear a thing or even realize what’s
happening to you. He'll try to make
things seem innocent enough at first, or
make you believe that you have enough
self-control to pull out of it any time
you want to. But be warned that the
vices, addictions and snares of the
world are much easier to get into than
they are to get out of.

One of My basic laws of the spirit is
that “it is not good that man should be
alone.” “Two are better than one ... for
if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow:
but woe to him that is alone when he
falleth; for he hath not another to help
him up. ... And if one prevail against
him, two shall withstand him; and a
threefold cord is not quickly broken”
(Genesis 2:18; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12).

It will be more difficult for you now
to live up to your godly convictions
without the safeguards that you're ac-

customed to having. Many before you
have been too weak to resist the
temptations and lures that Satan held
before them. They jumped into the
septic waters head first, and were
gradually poisoned by them and left
useless or drowned.

But although it will be difficult to
live up to your convictions, it’s not
impossible. Please let Me and the voice
of My Spirit, speaking within your heart
and your conscience, be the safeguard
that you need. Keep yourself clean and
unspoiled. There are many who need to
see your light. Please let your light
shine, that they may come to know Me.

Let Me be your safeguard. Let Me
be your Best Friend. If you'll stay close
by My side wherever you go, | can keep
you from falling, and I can lift you back
up when you do. Let Me wrap Myself
around you, and together—with you
and My Spirit—we will be the threefold
cord that is not easily broken. If you’ll
look to Me, if you'll ask Me, if you'll love
Me, if you'll let Me, I'll keep you. (End of
message from Jesus.)

Combating Depression__

(Mama:) There’s something special
about being surrounded by people who
are doing their best to be positive and
full of faith no matter what happens.
The world today can be a very depress-
ing place to live in, but those who dwell
in the loving atmosphere of a Family
Home have an enormous advantage.
So when you suddenly find yourself on
the outside, more often than not sur-
rounded by people who are not full of
faith and who don't have the assurance
of the Lord’s love, it can be quite de-
pressing at times. Without faith in the
Lord and His promises—or even if you
have that faith but those around you
don’'t—life can be miserable and seem-
ingly hopeless.

Depression and anxiety are rampant
in the world today—even chronic de-
pression, overwhelming depression, to
where people completely lose their de-
sire to live. When you were living with
people who had faith and trust, al-
though you had trials and battles or
were even depressed at times, you were
surrounded by the Lord’s Spirit and the
prayers and encouragement of others. It
made a difference and helped to keep
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you afloat.

It's going to be more difficult now
than it was while in the Family to face
your personal struggles and feelings of
discouragement and depression. [ want
you to be prepared for that so that you
won't be shocked or overwhelmed when
you find yourself faced with emotions
and personal dilemmas that some
former members say are worse than
anything they felt in the Family.

Like it says in Ecclesiastes, “Two
are better than one. For if they fall, the
one will lift up his fellow: but woe to
him that is alone when he falleth; for he
hath not another to help him up.”
That'’s one thing you’'ll most likely miss
out in the world—true friends that
understand the spiritual warfare that’s
going on and know the power of prayer.

Depression can hit sometimes, and
some former members have reported it’s
hard to know what to do or how to cope
when they find themselves in that state.
Most people don't know what they're
getting into when they take themselves
out of that environment of faith that
has enveloped them their whole life. It
can feel weird and even scary.

But even if you find that you've
made your bed in the middle of hell
itself (which the world today can sure
resemble sometimes), the Lord will be
right there with you. Read it in Psalm
139. He'll never leave you or forsake
you. Even if you take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea; even there, if you'll just
call out to Jesus, you'll find His hand
there to lead you, and His right hand
there to hold you. (Psalm 139:7-10).

What will help you more than any-
thing else to stay upbeat and positive
and free from the grip of depression, or
help you pull out of it if you get sucked
down, will be keeping a connection with
the Lord through reading His Word and
seeking Him in prayer. His love is al-
ways there for you, and even in the
times when you're down, very discour-
aged or depressed, and feel He couldn't
possibly love you or care about you, He
still does.

One thing that will likely hit you,
along with or as part of the Enemy’s
depression, will be the temptation to
doubt the Lord’s love, to stop believing
that He cares about you personally, or
even to stop believing that He exists.

Whatever you do, please hold on to
your belief and trust in Him, and don't
cast it aside. Because when it gets
down to the wire, Jesus is your only
hope and the only One Who is going to
help you make it through the difficulties
that are sure to come your way. | know
you've seen others who've gone com-
pletely back on the Lord and left their
faith in the dust. You don't have to let it
happen to you, though.

There have been those who've gone
out, and when difficulties came their
way, they chose to hold on to their faith
through it all. They've seen that it is
possible to keep their faith, that the
Lord will help them through the difficul-
ties that arise, and He is able to make
things go much smoother for them than
if they try to go it alone by letting go of
their faith. They've seen that their faith
can get them through the rough times,
and that Jesus is more than willing to
lead them and guide them and help
them in their new life. In fact, they find
that their “faith connection” is an asset
and that the Lord can help them excel
among their peers, friends and associ-
ates.

So why not take it as a personal
challenge to show your resolve and
prove your strength of character by not
going back on your faith? Determine
that you're going to love and believe in
the Lord and be true to Him.

If you find yourself getting hit with
feelings of depression, melancholy or
hopelessness, feeling that the Lord
doesn'’t love you, or whatever you get
hit with, you probably won't have the
advantage that Family members have
of being able to tell someone right
away, “Hey, I'm feeling totally out of it
and depressed. | feel like the Enemy is
attacking me. I'm miserable and dis-
couraged. Could you pray for me?”

But even if you're no longer living in
a Family environment, please don't let
that stop you from asking for prayer as
soon as you can. Contact your loved
ones in the Family and try to describe
to them the best you can what you're
feeling. Don't be embarrassed, and
don't let your pride stop you. They love
you and want you to be happy. So
please don't try to fight it out on your
own. Depression is a spiritual attack of
the Enemy, and it can overwhelm you if
you don't get the help you need. But the

Lord is able to raise up a standard
adainst the Enemy and all his attacks.

Always remember, “Two are better
than one.” Get help! Get help from
people you know love you and under-
stand the spiritual warfare you're fight-
ing. Don’'t make the mistake of trying to
get help from someone who couldn't
possibly know what'’s really going on.
Go to those you love and trust, who you
know have faith and who know how to
get ahold of the Lord. Or even if there’s
no one around who you can call on for
back-up, come before the Lord yourself
and call out to Him for His help, and
He'll be there. He's ready and waiting to
fight for you!

(Jesus speaking:) Please know that |
love you, and I'll always love you. In
many ways, that’s going to be your
biggest test—to be able to believe in My
love for you. | know you still believe in
Me and you still have faith in My Word,
but even that is going to be tested at
times.

Many people who leave the Family
or other missionary groups or ministries
and choose to do something else with
their lives are tested so strongly on that
point that they lose all faith. They be-
come so confused by the spiritual
struggle that’s going on inside them
that they feel the only way they can go
on, the only way they can cope, is to
tell themselves that | don’t even exist in
the first place, that it’s all just fantasy.

Of course, it’s not simply them
telling themselves that; it's the Enemy
of their soul telling them this. He’s been
attacking their faith for a long time,
trying to destroy what little faith they
had left, and finally he is able to come
along and put what he believes are
going to be the last nails in the coffin,
convincing them that I'm not even real
and that My Word is just a myth. This
is especially the case with many of
those who have felt so lost and con-
fused that they turned to the System
and its psychiatrists and “exit coun-
selors” to help them adjust to their new
lives in the world.

My precious ones, | am real. Even
these who have reached such depths of
discouragement know that I'm real and
that I'm ever present. The trouble is that
they have felt that I no longer could
possibly love them, and that My Word
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would never again work for them. That
thought is so painful, so unbearable,
that in self-defense, they've hardened
their hearts and found it much easier to
go along with what the Devil and others
are telling them—that [ am a lie.

But am I a lie? Is My love a lie? You
know that [ am not a lie and that My
love is true. | know that at times you
may feel that | can no longer love you,
and that perhaps you don't deserve for
Me to even be concerned with you or
what you're doing. You may at times
find it hard to believe that My Word will
work for you or that you can claim My
promises as you once did, or as your
parents once did for you. But that isn't
true.

I'm just as real for you now as [ ever
was. You're My child and [ love you. I'm
married to you—forever. There will be
no bill of divorcement. Even if the
Enemy tells you that you've written up
the papers yourself and signed them, |
will never sign. [ will always be your
Husband, your Protector, your Savior,
your Guardian. [ will never leave you
comfortless.

Of course, there are conditions to
My promises of blessing and protection.
Those who do their best to stay close to
Me and to do those things which they
know to be right will receive more help
and support and blessings in all they
do.

I'm not giving you a license to go
out and do whatever you want with a
devil-may-care attitude and think that
you'll still be able to count on My abun-
dant supply and blessings. Those who
follow that kind of lifestyle will have a
big price to pay, much more than you
could possibly imagine, as so many
have already found out and are now
having to pay the price for their short-
lived pleasures. But still, | promise that
no matter what happens, I'll never leave
you. I'll always be ready to stand by
your side. Nothing can take you away
from Me—nothing. Nothing will separ-
ate you from My love. Please know that
that is true.

Sometimes the voice of My Spirit
will be warning you, chiding you, cau-
tioning you and convicting you, and
this you must heed. Yet other times
you'll hear voices that simply tell you
thoughts of woe—that you're no good,
you're useless, things are hopeless,

nothing will ever work out for you, no
one loves you, and so forth. The Enemy
will seek to put thoughts and feelings of
misery, despondency, condemnation
and even depression within your mind.
These thoughts will often swarm about
you at the same time as the fears and
doubts that | don't love you, that | don't
care, that I'm not there for you at all.
These are all—each of them—lies of
Satan and part of his spirit of misery
and depression.

Please reach out for Me and call on
Me when these feelings come upon you.
For indeed, as a man thinks in his
heart, so is he. If you start to accept
and believe in the Enemy’s lies, even
about yourself and your abilities, from
there he can keep working on you until
you're convinced you're a total failure,
no good, and that no one and nothing
can help you—not even Me. Don't be-
lieve him when he tells you no one loves
you, because [ do. Don't believe him
when he tells you that your life is hope-
less, because it's not. Don't let him tell
you ['ve forsaken you, because [ will
never forsake you.

Wherever you go, [ will go; you'll
never have to be alone. Take Me with
you and stay close by My side. You'll
need Me now more than ever, and |
assure you ['ll always be there for you.
I'll always love you. 'm always waiting
for you to come to Me and pour out
your heart to Me. Please don't think that
you're too bad for Me or that I'll no
longer speak to you. It's up to you. If
you still want Me close to you, I'll be
there. | promise. (End of message from
Jesus.)

Agreeing to Disagree
(Mama:) While your parents and
friends in the Family still love you very
much, and while | hope that they’ll
make that love known to you in as
many ways as they can, please realize
that at least in some cases they may
not be inclined to spend as much time
in your company as they used to, or as
much as you'd like. They may even get
on your case about some of the things
you say or do when you're around
them, especially around your younger
brothers and sisters or other Family
children and young people. Naturally,
you could take this as a sign that they

don'’t really care about you after all or
that they don’'t understand you and
can't relate to your new life and the way
you feel.

| can’t see and judge your situation,
but there’s one thing | do hope you can
understand: In most cases, | believe
that if your family or friends keep what
you feel is some “distance” between you
or seem a little cautious or hesitant
about what they say or do with you, it's
not because they don't like or love you
anymore. Rather it’s that, as you know,
the Lord has asked us to more firmly
adhere to the principles of the Word and
the Charter, and to avoid worldly influ-
ences that would weaken us or distract
us from the job He’s given us as dis-
ciples. That includes the company we
keep and the conversations that we
hold.

If you're willing to keep your griev-
ances about the Family, or your praises
of the world, to yourself, especially
when around other Family young people
and children, you'll probably get a lot
more respect and better treatment from
your parents and others in the Family.
Whereas if you want to brag to your
younger brothers and sisters about the
things you've been doing that the Fam-
ily guidelines do not permit, for ex-
ample, that’s probably not going to go
over very well with your parents. While
they respect your decision, they are
trying to continue to train their other
children to be missionaries, as they feel
that’s the best thing for them. This
whole concept probably sounds extreme
and unnecessary to many of you, but
I'm sure you understand that everyone
is entitled to their own choice.

If your friends and family have
made the choice to continue to serve
the Lord in the Family, then | hope
you'll understand that while they still
love you, they also have a special call-
ing and have made certain commit-
ments to the Lord. If things are still
going to work out well between you,
there has to be some give and take on
both sides. If you want to be able to
enjoy the company and friendship of
your family and friends still in the Fam-
ily, and you want them to respect you
and not get down on you, you've got to
do the same for them. If you can keep
your criticisms of their way of life to
yourself, then I think you should be able
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to trust them to do the same for you!
It's possible to “agree to disagree” on a
lot of things, and leave these conten-
tious subjects aside, each respecting
the other’s right to their opinion and
lifestyle.

(Jesus speaking:) Obviously, there
are going to be ways in which you who
have chosen a different lifestyle will
disagree with your loved ones in the
Family, and issues that you will not see
eye to eye on. In some cases there have
been mistakes made by individuals in
the Family that you're upset about. I'm
not saying that no one has ever been
wronged or that there are no areas in
the Family that could use improvement.
Of course there are! I'm only asking for
your tolerance and understanding for
the sake of your parents and other
loved ones in the Family.

If you prefer not to live this lifestyle,
then don't. But please don't knock it.
Please be thankful for the truth you've
received and can take with you, which
is more valuable than anything the
world has to offer. Be grateful for the
love and care that can be found in
Family Homes, the friendship you have
with those within the Family, and the
opportunity you had, and can still have,
to do something great for God, the King
of the Universe.

I love you no matter what you do.
Your flesh family and your spiritual
Family do not want to abandon you. Yet
you can interact in greater peace and
harmony if you respect their choice to
serve Me full-time and if you do not
speak ill of them. Please show respect
for your elders and those who trained
and taught you and gave you what you
have, and in turn you can expect that
they also will respect your decisions and
try to understand your choice of
lifestyle. Find common ground and see
how you can work together at least to
some extent for your own good and that
of others. (End of message from
Jesus.)

(Mama:) Thanks, dear ones, for
your understanding. I'm praying that
we’ll be able to be understanding of
your needs, feelings, and opinions as
well.

In Closing

We love you very much, and we
want you to be able to keep a good
connection in spirit with your family and
friends in the Family, and most of all
with Jesus, Who is your best Friend and
Shepherd and Guide—always! Here are
some sweet words that Dad had for
you. You're one of his precious children
and he cares for you deeply, as he does
the rest of the Family.

(Dad speaking:) Don't forget that
the Lord will always be there for you.
Even if you leave His full-time service,
He will go with you. He’s never going to
leave you. You can still pray, read the
Word, and seek Him for guidance no
matter where you are in the rough and
tough world. No matter how far you feel
you've strayed from Him, or how bad
you feel you've been, or how undeserv-
ing of His attention you think you are,
He will always—I mean always—be
there for you. You might feel like you're
a thousand miles away from Him, but
in reality He never moved an inch from
you. No matter what, you can always
come to Him for comfort, love, and
guidance. He's always going to be your
Friend and you can be sure of that.
What a wonderful Friend to have when
you're apart from your loved ones, out
in the world. (End of message from
Dad.)

(Mama:) It's my prayer that you will
take the Lord’s precious words in this
Letter to heart, and that you will take
Jesus and His Spirit with you while
you’re out in the world. | hope that
you'll always remember how much He
loves you, and that we love you too.
We'll be praying for you, and we'll be
ready to receive you with open arms if
and when you feel you're ready to once
again live a life of faith and commit-
ment in the Family.

Jesus will always hear your prayers
and answer them, no matter where you
go or what you do, so please keep
talking to Him and listening as well. He
goes before you as your Good Shep-
herd, seeking to protect you from the
dangers out there, as much as you will
let Him. Please be attentive to His cau-
tions and checks, and try to stay true to
the godly principles that you've been
taught.

The Lord wants you to be happy
and fulfilled in your life, your work, and
your relationships. He can still guide
you and instruct you and help you to
find a place of contentment and pur-
pose. It's up to you how far you will go
and how much you will do with what
you've been given. | hope you'll make
the most of it.

As you try your best to uphold the
godly principles that you've grown up
with, you'll see the Lord’s blessing on
your life in any of a number of ways.
You'll see His promises fulfilled if you'll
listen to Him and follow what He says.
Let Him help you in your studies, your
business ventures, your job, your per-
sonal decisions, and you'll certainly
stay more safely within the circle of His
will and protection than if you try to just
go it alone.

Please know that we want you to
succeed. We want you to make your
mark on the world and those around
you. We want you to find the place
where you're content and challenged,
where you're doing what you like to do
or learning what you want to learn. Of
course, we hope and pray that you'll
continue to witness the Lord’s love to
others, as we know that you'll find so
many people out there who are total
paupers in spirit, not having a fraction
of the knowledge of spiritual truths that
you've been taught. Our prayers and
love go with you.

Much love,

Mama



