GN 811 CM THE NEW OCT. 1998

GooDb NEwsS

Livineg THE Lorp's Law ofF Love!—PagrT 8

Counsel for married couples on commitment and how to strengthen your relationship—By Maria

Required Reading. For Charter Members 16 and over Maria #454 CM 3208 3/98
Dear Family,
1 WE COMMIT
oD _bless_ you: OURSELVES, JESUS,
ThisGNisdi- AS A COUPLE, TO LIVE VES, LORD.
rected mainly to ACCORDING TO YOUR LAW OF PLEASE HELP

LOVE AS WE JOIN HAND IN
HAND TO WALK THE

PATH YOU SET
BEFORE US.

married couples,
but | think all of
youwill find it very
interesting. It will
giveyou further in-
sight into the spe-
cial challengesthat
couples face when
living the Law of
Love fully. For
those of you who
are now single, not
only will this GN
help all of you to
haveagrester avare-
ness and under-
standing of the
couples, but for
those of you who
will eventually
marry, it is good to
familiarize your-
selves with these
lessons now. There ‘
ismuchinthisLet-
ter that you singles ==
will benefit from. Thanks, everyone, for tuning in and giving this counsel your full attention.

2.InthisGN I'll cover thefollowing points:

—Whenisit recommended for young married couplesto begin sharing sexually with others?

—Wheat do you do if your marriage is on the rocks?

—Practical steps to strengthen your marriage.

—Prayer of commitment for married couples.

Young Married Couples Living the Law of Love
(Note: Thiscounsel wasgiven specifically for young married couples, but it pertainsto ol der
adults as well, and there is much for you singles, too!)
3. Thequestion hascomeup about whether you young married couplesshould wait to get




your marriages established and give your-
selves a chance to strengthen your bonds to-
gether before you share sexually with others.
Thisissomething amarried SGA wrote me about
fairly recently. She poured out her heart, asfol-
lows:

4. I've always believed and practiced
the Law of Love, although I'm not sure |
grasp it entirely. | thought it was good to
share with needy brethren, which | did
more before my marriage, but also some
after | was married. (My husband and | have
been mated almost three years. We have
a precious little girl and another on the way!)
I've gotten many comments from friends,
because my sharing was usually with the
brethren who weren't so nice-looking or
desirable physically.

5. 1 didn’t have a problem with my hus-
band sharing with a single woman that |
knew he was not really attracted to—but
there’s a catch! The thing that knocked me
for a loop was when he shared with and
eventually fell in love with a beautiful
woman. When this happened, | lost it! |
became so out of it and childish in my jeal-
ousy that it drove him further away.

6. | thought | was dedi-

of Love to the full and really be in the high-
est will of the Lord. | just want to be able to
go into it with full assurance that it can be
done, and full of faith that we won’t have
such an ugly situation occur again. | don't
think we will. | have asked for prayer, and
my sweet mate doesn’t want me to go
through something like that again. The Lord
knows my heart, that | want the victory and
| am determined to obey. We want to try
again. Maybe some practical tips would
be helpful for “beginners”!

9. The main question | have is this: If in
your marriage your communication is just
beginning and you are still establishing a
foundation, if there is a new baby involved
and you're still learning how to work to-
gether, is it the wisest time to begin sharing
and rock the boat? Wouldn't it be better to
wait until your own marriage is a little more
stable? I'm not saying that new marriages
shouldn’t share and should just be selfish,
but marriage is also something precious to
investin, in order to establish a strong foun-
dation for your children, and then to even-
tually share with others. (End of comments
from SGA woman.)

cated and had a high spiri-
tual standard, was respon-
sible, etc., but boy, on
these matters | was a total
baby! This happened when
| had recently had a baby,
so | felt quite undesirable
at that time.

7. There were many
lessons to be learned on
all sides. (I made many
mistakes because | was so
jealous—it was terrible!)
But unfortunately, this is
the one instance that |
think back on now when |
think of the Law of Love. |
feel it's clouding my vision
of the true beauties of the
Law of Love.

8. My husband and |
want to practice the Law
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10. (Mama:) Thesearegood questions, and
| don’t blame you at all for wondering. You
young married couples don’t have much time
to spend together in private Word and prayer
time, personal fellowship, intimate heart-sharing,
lovemaking, etc., asyou' rebusy serving theLord.
Thisisespecialy trueif you have children. Soif
your sharing with others takes away even the
little time you do have, or at least takes away a
portion of it, and if you haven't had achanceto
strengthen your marriage or to get to know each
other well and to be securein each other’slove,
then questions come up: Will your sharing with
others strengthen or weaken your marriage?
There are so many lessons to learn with a new
marriage; if you add sharing and all the lessons
involvedinlivingthe Law of Lovefully, will that
betoo much?If you start sharing sexually when
your marriages are young and less established,
will your emotions beeasily drawn away toward
others?

11. If you fall in love with someone el sg,
it’sadilemma, becausethetendency isto be
pulled towar d theother person you'rein love
with. Then you might even start going to the
other person for the kinds of things that you
should be going to your mate for—to seek the
Lord, to have prayer, to read the Word, to find
comfort and encouragement, and al the things
that you should be doing with your mate to
strengthen your marriage. If you start being
pulled away from your mate because you'rein
lovewith someone el se, then that will take even
more time away from your marriage that you
would have had, had you not been sharing.
Also, if you'rein love with someone else, then
that usually lessens your incentive or desire to
really work on your marriage and to keep your
marriagetogether.

12. But on theother hand, if you wait too
long, then you get used to having your mate
completely toyour self, inwhich caseit seemsit
would be moredifficult when youfinally do start
to share. If you don't exercise your giving
muscles, they will grow more and more flabby
with time, so that when you eventually try to
usethem, you might suffer from bigger jealousy
battles, which can put a pretty big strain on
even astrong marriage.

13. Thereareprosand consto both wait-
ing beforesharing or going ahead right away.
It's hard to know what to do. Thank the Lord

that we can go to Him when we need direction,
especially for such complicated situations that
have so many variables. These matters of the
heart involving peopl€'slives, marriages, chil-
dren, and personal happiness are very delicate,
and in our own wisdom it’s difficult to know
what would be the proper balance and the most
fruitful way to approach such things.

14. We felt you young married couples
would bewondering about thesequestionstoo,
and that when reading thisseriesyou’d won-
der exactly how it appliestoyou. | brought these
guestions before the Lord and He gave some
very helpful answers. Even with thisgood coun-
sal, youwill still need to communicate with your
mate, and pray together and hear from the Lord
in prophecy regarding the specific circum-
stances that you find yourselves in, but these
general guidelineswill help you know what your
options are.

When Should Young Married Couples
Begin Sharing Sexually With Others?

15. (Jesusspeaking:) You cannot lay down
rules or requirements or expectations that
would apply acrosstheboard. Every coupleis
different. Some couples will be able to begin
sharing right away, others may need a few
months, others may need more time, and some
coupleswhose marriages are weak will be able
to sharevery little, even after quite awhile. So
much of it depends on the individual circum-
stances of the marriage and the peopleinvolved.

16. Theideal isthat young married couples
livetheL aw of L ovefully, but how muchtime
and attention is spent on sharing with others
depends on the fruit it bearsin their own lives,
their marriage, and the lives of those around
them. It will also depend on the strength of the
foundation they have when they begin living
together. Those who have a stronger founda-
tion can beginliving the Law of Lovefully, shar-
ing with others sexually, much sooner—infact,
even at the onset of their marriage, if it bears
good fruit and they see that it doesn’t weaken
their marriage, but in fact strengthensit.

17. Thosewho arewisewill remember that
good fruit isnot alwaysjudged by whether a
matter is easy or difficult. Many times, the
greatest victories and best fruit is borne out of
what seems difficult at the time. Tests of jeal-
ousy, giving, etc., intheend will often bear much




good and lasting fruit, because by having
passed the tests you become all the stronger in
the end.

18. By the time some young couples are
married they already haveafairly strong foun-
dation, having lived together for a long time,
having been sharing sexually with others be-
forethey married, and having had alot of experi-
encesin the spirit together. Such experiencesin
the spirit are time spent together in the Word, in
prayer, hearing from Me together in prophecy,
seeking Me together, communicating honestly,
and sharing their hearts with each other. All of
these things help to build a foundation for a
marriage.

19. A strong marriageisnot built just from
theday that people“tietheknot” officially, but
astrong foundation for marriageisbuilt evenin
the months preceding their living together—in
the months when they’ re getting to know each
other, and in the months when they’re praying
and seeking Me as to whether it's My will for
themto marry.

20. Some of theyoung coupleswhomarry
already haveafairly strongfoundation. Those
who are strong in the Spirit, who are including
Mein their marriage, who aretrying to put Me
first, not only intheir livesbut alsoin their mar-
riage—these will have a fairly strong founda-
tion of truth and building an honest relation-
ship. They will be able to participate in living
the Law of Love fully much more quickly than
those who have had more of afleshly relation-
ship, in which during the months prior to their
deciding to be married and live together their
greatest concentration was on the things of the
flesh—having funtogether, having sex together,
talking with their friends, hanging out, and do-
ing the things that young people like to do—to
the neglect of spiritual things.

21. There's nothing wrong with those
things, but if that’ swhat themaj ority of their
time hasbeen spent on and that’ swhat most of
their focus and concentration has been on, then
of coursethey’ll gointotheir married lifewith a
much weaker foundation. They may haveastrong
personal love and attraction onefor another, but
they will have a weak foundation in the most
important things, which are depending on Me,
leaning on Me, going to My Word, hearing from
Metogether in prophecy, seeking to do My will
first, and communicating honestly about the

things of the Spirit, the moves of the Spirit, and
the needs of the Family and those around them.

22. My desireisthat you young couples
livetheL aw of L ovesexually assoon asyou are
able. But I'm not putting the doorknob too high,
and if when you begin living together asamar-
ried couple you are still weak in some of the
foundation new weapons, such as hearing from
Mein prophecy, being praiseful, and loving Me
intimately, and if you are weak in the simple
things that make a marriage strong, such as
communication, understanding, being quick to
forgive, and having a deep love that compels
you to put the other person’s happiness above
your own, then you will haveto taketimeto be
strengthened in your foundation beforeyou can
take on the strong meat of living the Law of
Love fully. Therefore this is not only for the
sake of sharing, but for your benefit also, that
you may be prepared and strengthened, indi-
vidually and in your marriage as well. (End of
message fromJesus.)

23. (Mama:) When you as a young mar -
ried couplestart sharing sexually isup toyou.
Some of you will be ableto start right away or
very soon after getting married; otherswill need
to wait for afew months or longer, depending
on how your marriage is progressing and how
deep in the Spirit your relationshipis.

24. Also, it’shelpful if you’vebeen shar -
ing sexually with othersduring thetimeyou
wer edatingand prayingabout marriage. If you
have a giving, sharing relationship right from
the start, meaning from the time you start to
date, then it will be much easier to keep going
even after you' vefalleninloveand gotten mar-
ried. Whereasif you have an exclusiverelation-
ship al through your time of dating and your
engagement period, then to start sharing after
you're married will likely be more difficult. If
you're serious about having an open, giving
marriage and living the Law of Lovefully asa
married couple, then it would beworthwhilefor
you to pray about how to begin to cultivate
those qualities and strengthen your giving
muscles early on in your relationship.

25. You're going to have to prayerfully
seek the L ord and counsel with your shepherds
and decidewhat you havethefaith for. TheLord
clearly putsthisdecisioninyour hands. He said:



26. (Jesus speaking:) Theseyoung couples
must bringtheir questionsto M eand hear from
Me in prophecy and have the faith that the
answer they get—whether it isto shareimmedi-
ately, towait alittlewhile, or eventowait quitea
while—isfrom Me. (End of messagefrom Jesus.)

27.(Mama:) You'll noticethat theL ord is
not saying you should makethisdecision based
on how you feel. Feelings can be so undepend-
able. Although there may be times when your
feelingsin these matterswill bein linewith the
Lord’swill, feelingsalone are avery poor basis
for making decisions. Sometimes, likein the case
of sharing, feelings can be quitemisleading. You
might feel very jealous or threatened at the
thought of sharing, and so your feelings are
practically screaming out, “No, it's too soon!”
But sharing might be just what the Lord wants
you to do. On the other hand, you might be very
excited at the thought of sharing with someone,
but maybeit’s not the Lord'swill, and doing so
would not bear good fruit.

28. Sotheonly really safeway to handle
sharing and to decidewhen you shareand with
whom istopray and hear fromtheL ord, aswell
ascounsd with your shepherds. Remember, the
Lord knows what you're ready for, and what
will bear fruitinyour life. Evenif at first glance
you “feel” you might not be able to measure up
to what He is asking of you, if you pray and
follow what He shows you to do, He will help
you and never give you more than you're able
to handle.

29. How the Lord will lead you in your
sexual sharing will depend largely on how
strongthefoundation of your marriageis. That
isakey factor. The Lord explained clearly what
will make your marriage strong, what will help
to build a good foundation.

30. Puttingforth theeffort tobuild afirm
foundation for your marriageisagood invest-
ment, not just for sexual sharing, but for the
many challengesyou will facetogether—having
children, pioneering, shepherding or other new
ministries, persecution, illness or other emer-
gencies, etc. When everything is going great
and you're like two love birds in the throes of
fresh romance, you might feel as though there
areno Alps. But when you run into difficulties
—whichisinevitable, sincelifeisfull of unex-
pected twistsand turns and battles of all sorts—

that's when you get tested. That's when you'll
be thankful you worked on strengthening your
marriage in the Spirit! So thisis something all
you young married couples should take seri-
ously.

31. Todothis theL ord said it’snot enough
tojust havefun in the physical through your
fellowship together, having sex, talking or hang-
ing around with your friends, listening tomusic,
watching movies, etc. There's nothing wrong
with doing those thingsin moderation, and I’ m
sureyou all spend sometimeinthose activities,
but you also need to build your foundation in
the Spirit, and the cement of that foundationis
such things as: Reading the Word together,
praying together and hearing from the Lord in
prophecy together, praising the Lord, loving
Jesus intimately as His brides, communicating
honestly, sharing your hearts, putting theLord’s
will first in your lives, talking about the things
of the Spirit, the moves of the Spirit, and the
needs of the Family and others. You'll also need
to work on cultivating such qualities as being
understanding and quick to forgive, and hav-
ing a deep love that makes you want to put the
happiness of someone €else above your own.

32. Thestrength of your marriageisnot
necessarily amatter of how long you’vebeen
married, because some of you began to build
that foundation in the months before you
started to live together. But evenif you' ve been
married for quite awhile and you see that you
areweak in doing the thingsthat will makeyou
a strong team for the Lord, don’t be discour-
aged or think it'stoo late. It’s never too late to
start doing the right thing. Talk about it, decide
together how you want to change, how you
want to attack, and make some commitments
together. You' |l see progress and the Lord will
bless you!

Start Out Slowly,
If You Wish

33. Please keep in mind that you can start
out slowly with your sexual sharing. If oneor
both of you are jeal ous, you might want to be-
gin your sharing experienceswith those people
you feel are*no threat”; in other words, people
you aready feel close to as a couple, have a
bond of trust with, and that you will be less
likely to feel jeal ous of or threatened by.

34. Also, having fewer datesoutsdeof your



marriage in the beginning will help to curb
any strongemotionsor romantic feelingsfor
othersor outsidelove affairs, becauseit does
take time for those emotions to develop. Of
course, there can be an immediate attraction
between two people, what people refer to as
“chemistry.” There can be situations where
peoplejust click right off the bat. But normally
it takes sometime and fairly frequent contact to
develop deeper fedlings for each other. So if
you married couples don’t have dates with the
same person that frequently when you're first
learning to share with others, then the in-
frequency initself will help to tonedown or curb
outside relationships, and will help to prevent
your emotions running wild for others.

35. Her € sanother point which | hopewill
takethepressureoff: LivingtheLaw of Love
fully doesn’t mean you haveto push your selves
to share often if it’stoo much of a strain for
you. You can go at your own pace, as you feel
you can handleit. Some peoplewill share more
often than others, but you have to take care not
to compare or to think you have to keep up with
the Joneses. You have to do what you have the
faith for and follow the Lord as He leads you.

36. Of cour s, it’ sgood to haveachallenge
and to set some per sonal goals, becauseif your
determination to begin living the Law of Love
fully istoo vague, it will easily get forgotten or
overlooked. This is especialy true of people
who are very busy, which includes all of us! It
seems to work best in most situations to come
to an agreement with your mate asto how you'd
liketo scheduleyour sharing—how often, when,
with whom, etc. You could decide together that
you would try to arrange time to share with
someone outside your marriage on a regular
basis, like onceamonth, for example. Thenyou
each know in advance what to expect and you
can coordinate your schedules, make sure you
have rooms available for your dates, plan for
someone to be with your children or baby at
that timeif possible, etc.

37. For most couples, it makesit easier
when ther eissomekind of plan, somekind of
order, and it'snot just haphazard, comewhat
may, which can be alittle nerve-racking, espe-
cially for someone who battlesjea ousy, asyou
never know when atrying situation might come
up. But if you cometo an agreement about your
sharing and you have at least a general plan,

based on your faith and how much you person-
ally feel you can handle, then you can prepare
yourselves spiritually and take care of all the
logistical details in an orderly fashion, which
will help ensure that it's a pleasant experience
and as easy as possible for al involved. Then,
withtime, you might find that sharing with others
isn’t as difficult as you thought. As you get
used to it and you grow in faith and feel more
secureinyour relationship, you might feel led to
increase your sharing. But that’s up to you.

38.1f you step out by faith totry toshareas
much asyou areable, I'm quiteconfident that
you' |l see good fruit. There are many benefits
from sharing, asthe Lord remindsusin thefol-

lowing message:

39. (Jesusspeaking:) | will lead couplesto
know when and with whom to shar eaccor ding
to My will. When it is My will for couples to
reach out to others in this way, this variety in
fellowship with others will strengthen the mar-
riage, causing thelove and appreciation for each
other to flourish and grow. Through thishumility,
this opening of heartsto each other in love, this
humbl eness of mind and body, asheartsare knit
together inlove, great strength of unity is born.
Through thesetimes of sharing | am ableto help
stave off would-be difficulties and strugglesin
working relationships. | am able to round off
rough edges, to keep things flowing smoothly,
to keep everyone unified in heart and mind, and
united in visions, goals and love.

40. Therearemany good reasonstoshare
amongst you: to strengthen friendships; to draw
closetogether asawell-oiled team, aclose-knit
body; for unity’s sake, from which My Family
will find great, great strength. (End of message
fromJesus.)

Even the Tests

Will Strengthen Your Marriage

41. (Mama:) When you start sharing, if
you haveany battlesor conflictsor thingsdon’t
go perfectly smoothly, you might deduce that
the problem is that your marriage isn’t strong
enough. But in actuality, your marriage could
be plenty strong and you could have a good
foundation in the Word, prayer, hearing from
the Lord, and understanding each other and
being loving. Yet you could gtill have problems,
because the Enemy is going to fight you!




42. 1t’snot wiseto gointo sharing expect-
ingit tobeproblem-free. If youdo, you'll un-
doubtedly be disappointed, because you're
bound to have some misunderstandings be-
tween you. You're bound to say or do some
things that might hurt alittle. You're likely to
have twinges of jealousy or even some fairly
big battles with it at times. There are bound to
be battles. That's to be expected. But you can
be encouraged by this next message in which
the Lord explainsthat there'sareason for those
battles.

43. (Jesus speaking:) Remember, through
sexual sharing | will driveyou young peopleto
M e. In some cases, even the questionsthat arise
or the seeming problems that arise are part of
My planto force you to communicate with each
other, to seek counsel, to come to Me and to
hear from Mein prophecy.

44. Sometimeswhat lookslikeaproblem
inamarriageisactually My way of strengthen-
ingthemarriageby bringingthoseinvolved to
acrisis. If you handle the crisisright, by pray-
ing desperately, counseling, seeking Me, and
communicating honestly, then your marriagewill
be stronger in theend. You will be more mature,
deeper spiritually, and you will understand your
mate better through the lessons you have
learned together and the breakings you have
experienced together. (End of message from
Jesus.)

Be Forewarned:
The Enemy Will Fight You!

45. (Mama:) | wish | could honestly tell
you that your sharingwith othersisgoingto
beareal blagt, with nothing but absolutely flaw-
less, beautiful experiences. But you and | both
know that’s not the case. One of the main
reasons is because, like the Lord just said, the
Enemy will fight you. | explained in Part 3 of this
series that the problems that sometimes come
with living the Law of Love fully don’'t necess-
arily indicatethat somebody blew it. (Please see
ML #3203:82-94.) Sometimeseveryoneinvolved
has done their best to be prayerful, loving and
considerate of others, and still it’s rough! But
that's because the Enemy really doesn’'t want
us to share. | have to warn you young people
that the Lord hastold us that the Evil One will
fight you the most! That's not such good news,

| know, but it's better to be forewarned! Check
out this next message from the Lord on this:

46. (Jesusspeaking:) The Enemy isgoing
tofight you young peoplehar der than anybody,
becausetheolder oneshavealr eady experienced
theLaw of L ovefully and they havefaith. Even
though they may not be sharing sexually much
now, they do believe in it and they can recall
from their past the good fruit of living the Law
of Love. Even though they’ve seen some bad
examples and possibly had some bad experi-
encesthemselves, they know intheir heartsthat
living the Law of Love fully does bear good
fruit overall. While they may have had some
bad experiences and been hurt, they’ ve also had
some good, beautiful experiencesand have been
strengthened.

47. Theolder generation hasastrongfoun-
dation of faith in theLaw of L ove. Sowhilethe
Enemy will fight them, overall his attacks will
not be as fervent on the older generation as on
you younger ones. He will fight you tooth and
nail to try to get you to doubt this new move of
the Spirit, to try to convince you that your worst
fears have come to pass, that all the negative
you heard about the Law of Loveistrue, that
it'smore of aproblemthanit'sworth.

48. That’ swhy you young peopleneed to
lear ntorecognizethat some of the problems
that comeinto your livesthrough living the
Law of Lovefully arenot becauseyou aredoing
anything wrong, or because you’ re not strong
enough spiritually, or because your marriageis
too weak, or because you haven't been in the
Word or seeking Me, or communicating enough.
But it's simply because the Enemy is going to
fight you, to try to stop you, discourage you,
and make you doubt and give up. (End of mess-
age from Jesus.)

49. (Mama:) There snoguaranteethat if
you wait until you’remuch older and you’re
settled down niceand comfy-cozy in your ma-
ture marriage, that then when you start shar-
ing sexually it's going to be inspiring and easy
and everything will go great. Granted, it will go
more smoothly for those who are strong and
matureinthe Spirit; andit will definitely go bet-
ter for the couples that have a strong bond in
the Spirit and good communication. It will espe-
cially go better for those of you who, in addi-



tionto those attributes already listed, know how
to bring your questions and problems to the
Lord and hear from Him in prophecy, because
when the Enemy tries to attack you, the Lord
will be able to instruct you how to fight back.
Therefore, the Devil’sattacks on you will not be
as effective, as long lasting, or as devastating
on your marriage, your personal lives, or your
faithinthe Word and the Law of Love. But living
thisstrong meat isafight, achallenge, no matter
how you look at it, and you haveto really want
to follow closely to have the guts and determi-
nation to do it!

If You Don’t Have the Faith,
The Lord Can Give It to You!

50. You young peopleneed to operateac-
cording to your own faith. If you don’'t have
much faith right now, you can ask the Lord to
build and increase your faith. You can study
the Word to get afuller understanding of it, and
then do something about it. One of the surest
ways to strengthen your faith in the Word isto
put it to the test by putting it into practice. (See
John 7:17.) TheLord said:

51. (Jesus speaking:) For if they practice,
if they livethisdoctrine, they will know that it
isof Me. (End of message from Jesus.)

52. (Mama:) Oper ating accor ding to your
own faith doesn’t mean you should sit back and
do nothing. You who are weaker in faith can
concentrate for awhile on living the other as-
pects of the Law of Love. You can make a defi-
nite decision and effort to live the Law of Love
inthe other areas of your livesfor the Lord and
your carefor others, aswas pointed out already
in earlier parts of this series. But remember,
sexual sharing is a steppingstone to living the
Law of Lovefully, asthe Lord pointed out when
Hesaid:

53. (Jesusspeaking:) Thegoal for all you
young couplesistoreach the point whereyou
can livethe Law of L ovefully, where you can
reach out and giveloveto others, carefor others
sacrificially, and be My love for others. The
sooner you can get to this place, the better. (End
of message from Jesus.)

54.(Mama:) TheL ordischallenging you

8

young peopleto be strengthened, not only in
your marriages, but in your walk with Him—
in your convictions, in your faith in the Word
andtheLaw of Loveoverall, inyour putting the
Law of Loveinto practicein all aspects of your
life. The Lord isplacing you on theroad of liv-
ing the Law of Lovefully, and theway to do this
is to determine in your heart that you want to
make progress traveling down that road. Some
of you will be starting at the very beginning,
whereas others of you will be starting further
down theroad because of your faithin the Word,
your spiritual maturity, and your strength of
spirit.

55. Sexual sharingisapersonal decision.
That’strue! No onein the Family isforced to
sharewith anyone against their will. But if you
don't have the faith for it, rather than standing
till and not progressing, you can work on get-
ting the faith, because the Lord wants to give
you the faith! How quickly you get the faith
depends on how open you are to the Word,
how much you let the Word answer your ques-
tions, and how much you believe the Word over
the doubts and negative stories you may have
heard in the past.

56. How quickly you get thefaith also de-
pendson how much you desretolivetheL aw of
Lovefully. If you want to move ahead with all
your heart with the New Wine, if youwant to be
agood example of living the Lord’s love, then
you' Il fight to have thefaith. You' Il fight to com-
municate and be honest. You'll fight to keep
your marriage strong in the Spirit, the Word,
prayer, and hearing fromthe L ord.

57. Whether you as a young couple are
prepared spiritually to sharesexually cannot
be measured by months, becauseit’sathing of
the spirit and it depends on your desperation
and how much you want to make it work. The
preparation for living the Law of Love sexually
isapreparation of spirit.

58. You who are selfish, jealous, pos-
sessive, lazy and doubting, if you hold on to
those sins of the spirit, then it will be a very
long time before you are ready to successfully
and fruitfully livethe Law of Lovefully, because
the Enemy will be able to take advantage of
those spiritual weaknesses to cause problems
and even to cause you to be a bad testimony.
Your own marriagewill beweakened asaresult,
and in thelong run, you will lose out.



59. You who havea strong foundation in
your marriage, arestrongin faith and strong
intheWord, will beableto start sharing sexu-
ally right from thebeginningor shortly there-
after. And even though you may run into prob-
lems, you'll go to the Lord, you'll seek the
answersin the Word, and you and the Lord will
be ableto sort out those problemsand He' Il help
youto still be agood exampleand to be strength-
ened through it. And, inthelong run, your mar-
riageitself will be strengthened, whichisone of
thewonderful fruitsand purposesfor sharingin
thefirst place, and you will be more prepared for
the days ahead.

Time Is Short!

—Will You Grow Stronger or Weaker?

60. Thesenext paragraphsfromthelLord
summarize Hischallengeto you young mar -
ried couples. | hope this message will cause
you to stir yourselves up to fight any doubts,
resentments or bitterness you have regarding
the Law of Love. Thisdoctrineis strong meat,
no doubt, but even that should be a catalyst to
spur you to action, as you strive to be counted
asone of the strong, loyal, determined children
of David! (Of course, you older married couples
need to take heed to this message as well, be-
cause it also applies to you!)

61. (Jesus speaking:) The goal is for all
you young couplestolivetheL aw of L ovefully,
and you can move toward that goal quickly, if
you work on it and really yield yourselves and
apply yourselvesto the Word, prayer and com-
munication. | want My young married couples
to share. | want you to be an example. | want
you to have the experience of being Me for
others, of loving others for Me. | want you to
have the unity that comes through living the
Law of Lovefully, especially through sacrificial
sharing.

62. Timeisshort and you have much to
learn, sol wish for you to moveforward, defi-
nitely, deter minedly and quickly—asquickly
asyour faithwill allow you. The Enemy will fight
your efforts to live the Law of Love fully, but
even his attacks will strengthen those of you
who are determined to do it no matter what.

63. There is no standing still. You are
either goingforward or backwards, and | wish
for you to moveforward quickly. Even those of

youwhowill notfedl ledtojumpright into sexual
sharing, | nevertheless wish for you to deter-
mine in your hearts to make some type of pro-
gressinliving the Law of Love. For thosel lead
to work on strengthening your marriage first,
this too is making some progress on living the
Law of Love; for as| havesaid, astrong founda-
tionin marriageisessential toliving My Law of
Love. Whether you need to take thetime to work
on strengthening your marriage, or whether |
lead you right into sharing with others, | wish
for al to be moving forward. | do not wish for
you to drag your feet. For the sands of time are
running out; timeis short.

64. You married coupleswhodonot allow
Metostrengthen you in the Spirit, to prepare
you tolivetheL aw of L ovefully, youwho close
yourselves off to sexual sharing, you who seek
not to be strengthened in spirit so that you can
livethe Law of Lovefully, will beweakened. For
sharing sexually, caring for the needs of your
brethren, is not a small thing in My eyes. It is
gresat preparation for the days ahead, and issome-
thing that will become more and moreimportant
as time goes on—not only because of the unity
it will generate, which will bond you together
and strengthen and carry you through the dark
days to come, but also because of the strength
of spiritit will bring to those of you who practice
the Law of Love fully. (End of message from
Jesus.)

Counsel Regarding “Nonsacrificial”
Sharing for Young Married Couples

65. (Mama:) The SGA woman whowr ote
theletter that | quoted earlier had another good
guestion. Shesaid:

66. It seems that when Dad first pro-
posed the Law of Love, it was mainly for
sharing for sacrificial purposes, to be a
blessing to those in need. Should we just
share with all that are around, or should it
still be more along the “sacrificial” sharing
lines? | know the original counsel in the
Letter “The Law of Love” still holds true,
which is so beautiful, but how does this
apply to sharing with those outside your
marriage where obviously there isn't a
great need, but people are just attracted?
(End of comments from SGA woman.)



67. (Mama:) I'm sure many of you have
wondered about this. Earlier inthisseriesyou
read counsel about sharing that is not “ sacrifi-
cial” and sharing when everyone seemsto have
their needs met. (See ML #3202:154-167,196-
208.) But now let’'s seewhat the Lord hasto say
about these subjects in regards to young couples
inparticular:

68. (Jesus speaking:) Thisagain must be
judged on anindividual basis, dependingon the
circumstances, the strength of themarriage,
and theneedsof all involved. Therewill becases
wherethereisan attraction on oneor both sides
when| will lead to moveforward, to haveatime
of intimate sharing in the bed of love. In such
cases | will use the experience to encourage, to
strengthen, and to build unity. | will use the
time asan exampl e of the freedom of My Spirit.
But it's important that in order to bring forth
these good fruits, thoseinvolved in the sharing
makeit aspiritual experience, onethatisrichin
My love, in praise and thanksgiving to Me.

69. Wherethereisgreat physical attrac-
tion, thereisagreater chance of leavingMe
out of the picture, of being caught off guard
with your emotions, of getting your eyes off
Me and on the other person, so you must be
prayerful and careful that you keep such experi-
enceswithin the boundariesthat | havelaid out.

70. Therewill also betimeswhen it isnot
My will tofollow through with theattraction,
for therearetimeswhenitisacaseof “all things
are lawful, but not al things are expedient.”
There are times when | know that such sexual
relations would be a distraction or would be
more than the other married partner is prepared
to face.

71. That’ swhy each case, each situation,
must be prayed about. You must seek Me and
let Me establish My perfect will in your lives,
knowing that sometimes My answer will be to
go ahead with spending time with that person,
and other times My answer will be to refrain
fromdoing so, at |least temporarily, if not indefi-
nitely. You must come to Me with no will of
your own and simply receive My instructions.

72.1’'m not closing the door on sharing
when thereisphysical attraction, sharing for
the sake of pleasure and enjoyment when it's
not sacrificial and when thereisno outstanding
need on the parts of those sharing. But | caution

youto moveprayerfully, and toredizethat while
I’m not shutting the door on such love, neither
am | opening it widefor all circumstances.

73. Tohave sexual fellowship when there
is already an initial attraction takes more
prayer, morediligenceto keep your emotions
stableand steady, controlled. Becauseas| have
said before, when My love is felt and enjoyed
through sexual love, itispowerful; infact, it can
be overwhelming. So do not take such encoun-
terslightly. Be especially prayerful, especially
careful, especially considerate of your mate, and
aboveall, seek My will in the matter and don’t
move onyour initial attraction unlessyou know
it'sMy will and your mateisin agreement. (End
of message from Jesus.)

74. (Mama:) | must say | wasn’t surprised
by theL ord’sanswer on thisone. You probably
weren't either. The main emphasis is that you
haveto hear from the Lord. Thereis some good
explanation in this message about the good fruit
such encounters can bring forth, as well as the
risks. So please, dear ones, seek the L ord, com-
muni cate, move slowly, and make surethat what
you're doing in such “nonsacrificial” sharing
experiencesistheLord’ swill. If itis, and if you
both agree and have the faith for it, then pro-
ceed with gladness and enjoy the Lord’s bless-
ing.

75. But remember, it’snot enough tojust
seek theL ord onetime. If you wishto continue
the sexual fellowship or to have further dates
and time together with someone you are par-
ticularly attracted to, keep checking with the
Lord. That's the only sure way to know you're
doing what'sbest for al involved. Thisisespe-
cially important if your mateisjealous or feels
threatened by the sharing. Just becausetheLord
givesyouthegreenlight for adate doesn’t mean
He's giving you the go-ahead to pull out al the
stops and get into the relationship full blast.
Don't forget the important counsel in Part 3 of
this seriesabout keeping your emotionsin check.
(SeeML #3203:95-172.) Therewill al'so befur-
ther counsdl later in this series on the import-
ance of your commitment to your marriage, your
primary relationship.

76. An excellent general compassfor such
extramarital relationshipsisoneof thefoun-
dation principlesof theLaw of L ove: “Dounto
your mate as you' d want her or him to do unto
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you!” Putting yourself in your mate's shoesand
seeing how you' d be feeling if the tables were
turned is agood check and balance to help you
seeif you'retruly acting in love.

What to Do if Your Marriage
Is on the Rocks

(Note: Thiscounsel was given specificaly
for a young married couple, but it pertains to
older adultsaswell!)

77. Someof you married couplesmight have
been affected by negative experiencesrelated
to sharing. Possibly your mate hurt you in some
way, or maybe there was an out-of-control love
relationship that was very difficult for every-
oneinvolved. Possibly your mate acted agai nst
your wishes or made some mistakes, and now
you're bitter and feel you can't forgive. Maybe
you were very jealous and your mate was not
as understanding or compassionate as you felt
he or she should have been. Infact, maybefrom
your point of view your mate wasreally meanto
you and didn’t show much regard at all for your
jealousy battles. Maybe your mate got another
woman pregnant and you' re having avery hard
time knowing what to do now, and how to rec-
tify the damage you feel thishas caused to your
relationship.

78. Hopefully from thispoint in timefor-
ward theFamily can avoid someof theseprob-
lemsif everyonefollowstheguidelinesin this
series. That will surely help thingsto go better
and help protect marriages from harm. But we
do need to do something to repair the damage
that was caused in the past.

79. 1f your marriageison therocks, if the
trust between you and your mate has seemingly
been breached beyond repair, if the happiness
that you once knew together now eludes you
and you fear it may never return, then this next
message from the Lord might be just the thing
you need and have been praying for!

80. Thefollowing prophecy wasgiven for a
couplewho had a seriousbreakdown in their
marriage. Even though they had previously
been very happy together, had children, and
had been a good example of sharing sexually
for years, even from the beginning of their mar-
riage, they raninto somevery hard timeswhich
threatened to destroy their marriage. They prob-
ably had other problems at this time with their
communication and relationship in the Spirit,

but when they both got involved in loverelation-
ships outside their marriage, one of which was
quite“hot,” then their problems escalated to an
amost irreparablelevel.

81. But, thank theL ord, beforeseparating
they sought thel ord desper ately, bringingtheir
many questionsto Him. They were broken and
discouraged, they both felt misunderstood and
had some deep hurts, but they were desperate
toknow the Lord'swill and didn’t want to miss
it. One of the questions they asked the Lord
waswhat practical stepsthey could taketo help
mend their shattered relationship. Here is that
message the Lord gave, which has many help-
ful tipsfor any marriage that has fallen on hard
times.

Practical Steps to
Strengthen Your Marriage

82. (Jesusspeaking:) Protecting and nur -
turingamarriageislikehavingagarden. In
the beginning you're very enthusiastic about
your garden. You plant your seeds and see your
little shoots coming up; you carefully, prayer-
fully and diligently tend to the garden and pull
out al the weeds that would threaten the little
shoots. You water it faithfully and always ad-
mire it. You often talk about your garden. You
work together on the garden, and it's so much
fun, areal source of enjoyment and relaxation.
It'seven asource of nutrition and strength. It’s
a source of beauty, and others stop by to ad-
mire it. You talk about your garden, asit’s not
only afun vocation, but even recreation.

83.But inthe caseof your garden, you've
let it gotoweedsbecauseyou’ ve been off tend-
ing to other people' s gardens, or tending to
other work on thefarm. You’ veoften comeback
andtried to do afew littlethings here and there,
pulling out afew weedsthat are really obvious
and really ugly, or doing a little watering and
picking some of theripefruit and trying to take
care of it. But if you hope to restore your gar-
den to a place of beauty, then you need to in-
vest in it and spend the time.

Rebuild your marriage in the Spirit
84. Tobuild amarriageyou havetobuild it
inthe Spirit. It'sthedynamicsof the spirit world
that | must be the center of your marriage, and
spending time with Me together is how you
strengthen your marriage in the Spirit. A mar-
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riage that is only built around caring for the
children, or recreation and sex, is not going to
be a strong marriage. Because what gives you
the true strength to make it through the battles
and the really big waves is the strength that
you have in the Spirit together.

85. Soif you want torestoreyour marriage,
tostrengthenit in spirit, then you must invest
in the things of the Spirit—spending time to-
gether in the Word, praying together for your
personal situations, for the children, and for the
needs of others. You must spend time in heart
sharing, time when the children are asleep, or
timewhen you have the opportunity to go away
for afew hoursor for anight to escape the mad-
ding* crowd. *(madding: mad [crazy]; acting
asif mad. For example: “ Far fromthe madding
crowd's ignoble strife.” —Thomas Gray.) You
must have time to just be together, to talk, to
pour out your hearts, to talk about the things
that are bothering you or weighing heavily on
your hearts—your burdens, your discourage-
ment, your frustrations. You must have achance
to pour it out and to show understanding and
compassion, to work it out and to bring these
thingsto Mein prayer.

86. You must spend timewith Meinthebed
of love, loving M eintimately, becausel’ ve prom-
ised that those who cometo Meand loveMein
this way would be strengthened, the love in
their marriage would be rekindled, and they
would be more in love than ever. This might
look to you like one of those “pretty promises
on the page” that don't really work but are just
beautiful and poetic and sound very mysteri-
ousand very spiritual; but these aretruewords,
and the time invested in loving Me intimately
together brings strength and spirit and love into
your relationship. Even though you don’t under-
standit, it'sreal and it happens. Whenyou love
Metogether, when you fuck Metogether, when
you receive My seeds, it naturally causes you
to humble yourselves together, and it brings
unity, love, understanding and compassion.

87. You can’t expect to have a strong,
united, happy marriageif you never spend any
timetogether doingthethingsof the Spiritin
theWord and prayer, lovingMe, singingtoMe,
and praising Me. Your livestogether have got-
tendry inthe Spirit, and you have resigned your-
selves to taking care of the things of the flesh,
the children, the affairs of the Home, raising fi-

nances, and taking care of the many superficial
decisions. Those things are important and nec-
essary, but doing those things is just part of
your responsibility asamarriage.

88. Thosewho choosethebetter thing, the
Spirit, it will never betaken away. But you have
to fight to have the time. You have to fight to
havethe desire, because you' re out of the habit.

Schedule time for the important things

89. Just scheduleit. Talk about it, decide
together how you can havemor etimetogether
in the spirit. Make certain nights when you're
going to read together. Decide you'll have a
personal timeof prayer or hearing from Meonce
aweek. Decide on nightswhen you' regoing to
have lovemaking together—a specia time to
make love, to love each other and Me. Spend
time together sharing your hearts and talking,
and determine ahead of time you're not going
to get frustrated, you' re not going to argue, but
you're going to make the effort to listen and
understand. And if you do get frustrated, stop
and pray and realize that it's the Enemy that
triesto bring about the division, contention and
arguments.

90. (Mama:) When theL ord issuggesting
you set aside a personal timefor prayer and
hearingfrom Him here, Heisreferringtohear -
ing from Him together regarding your mar-
riagesituation. If your unionisrocky andisin
need of strengthening, you’'ll want to make a
point to set aside a definite time to hear from
Him specifically about your marriage situation.
Naturally, you should be having prayer timeand
hearing from the Lord more often, as the need
arises, regarding al aspects of your lives.

91. (Jesuscontinues:) You'll just haveto
set asidethetime. You'll haveto makethetime.
You'll even haveto let those that you live with
know that you’ re making a concerted effort to
strengthen your marriage in the Spirit. So if
you're not as available or you're not around as
much, they’ll know it’s not that you' retrying to
be exclusive, you're not trying to be stuck up,
you're not mad at anybody, but you have to
invest the time, strength and energy to be
strengthened in the Spirit.

92. If your marriageisgoingtobestrong,
it must bestrongin the Spirit. Andif it'sgoing
to be strong in the Spirit, then | must be the
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Center. Your focus, your unity, your love—all
must be centered around Me. Then you'll have
what you'll need to make it over the human
weaknesses, mistakes and misunderstandings.
But when you go for along period of timewith-
out having good prayer and communication,
without humbling yourselves and uniting
around My Word, it's very easy to become set
in your ways, proud, unyielded, and not under-
standing. You lose the compassion, the tender-
ness, the sweetness.

Be honest

93. Another thing you'll need to do to
strengthen your marriageisto behonest. In
honesty thereisfreedom, and being honest will
bring depth, security and trust back to your re-
lationship. When there'salack of honesty, when
there'sdeceitfulness and the resultant hurt feel -
ings, then you lose the security and you lose
the testimony [as a young couple giving and
living the Law of Love].

Make a list

94. | suggest you both remind your selves,
even makealist and writedown thethingsthat
you loveabout your mateand ther easonswhy
you married him or her in thefirst place. Then
concentrate on those good qualities and remind
yourself of them. Sometimes it's the smallest,
most insignificant weaknessesin the other per-
son that can destroy a marriage, because you
get your eyes off thetrue strengths and wonder-
ful qualitiesthat the other person has asamate.

A new beginning

95. So many of the arguments and mis-
under standings comethrough hurt feelings,
feelingsof betrayal, and feelingsof misunder -
standing on both sides. What you need isanew
beginning. You're going to have to set a defi-
nite point in time where you |leave the past be-
hind. You leave behind thelabels, the misunder-
standings, the lack of trust. You leave behind
the resentment and bitterness and blaming the
other person and feeling that the other person
iswrong and you areright, that you’ rejustified
infeeling theway you feel for whatever reason.
You have to make an effort to leave it behind
and start afresh.

96. If you start afresh, you haveto deter -
minethat you'renot going to keep throwing

1

past mistakes in the face of your mate. You
have to look at him or her with new eyes, and
put into words the praise and encouragement
and lovethat youwant to feel. Evenif you don’'t
feel it, say it by faith. Give affection and sup-
port and understanding by faith.

97. Makethetimeto betogether, and show
inter est and enthusiasm, even if you don’t feel
it. That'snot hypocritical. That’snot being false.
It's doing what | want you to do, and it's doing
what | promisewill bring about those very feel -
ings and emotions. It will make them areality.
By saying and doing and reacting by faith, it
will becomeareality inyour life.

98. You know how they say that if you smile
even when you don'’t fedl likesmiling, it some-
how affectsyour spirit and you becomehappy?
WAl it'sthesamethinginamarriagerel ationship.
When you say loving or encouraging things,
even if you don't redly feel that way in your
emotions, but you say it anyway because that's
how you want tofeel, then | can makeit aredlity.
| cantakethosewords of promiseand turn them
into words of truth, emotion and passion.

Pledge of commitment

99. M akea pledge of commitment to each
other. You can hear from Me in prophecy and
receivethisapology, this heartfelt commitment
that you can share with each other. Then you
can look back and know that on such-and-such
adate you took a stand against the Enemy and
you made a commitment; you determined that
you were going to do everything in your power
torebuild your marriage.

100. Sometimes little ceremonies, little
skits, arevery, very valuable, becausethen you
both know that your mateisasdetermined as
you ar e. It even becomes atestimony to others.
Others know where you stand. Others know
where you're at and that you' re determined to
try, and to make it work.

Have united prayer

101. It would also begood to have united
prayer. Call for the elders of the church to lay
hands on you and pray for you—to pray for the
strength and the newness of love that you need.
Confess your faults and needs—your need for
greater understanding and love, your need for
greater wisdom in your outside love relation-
ships, your need for a new beginning.
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102. Makeapubliccommitment, apublic
prayer request; haveapubliclayingon of hands.
Confess your faults one to another and to the
Body, that you might be strengthened, and that
it might be atestimony to others—a testimony
of your determination, your faith in My Word,
your humility and your yieldedness. This, too,
will cause others to pray for you and support
you, and it will help to undo some of the dam-
age that has been done, not only in your per-
sonal lives, but even in your testimony and the
way others see you.

103. Inthiskind of situation you can't just
sort of easeintoit and hopethat everything's
goingto gowell, but it's something that takes a
concerted effort, an attacking spirit, areal initia-
tivein the Spirit, determination. Extreme situa-
tionsrequire extreme measures. | often dothings
like this. | put people in situations where they
need united prayer and the help of others, so
they can be atestimony of humility and it will
glorify Me.

Glorify the Lord

104. Again, thisisthepoint, that | beglo-
rified; that the love, strength, and unity be ob-
viously from Me, instead of othersjust looking
at you or thinking you have somehow done it,
that you' ve somehow pulled your marriage to-
gether and you’' ve somehow gotten over your
personal problems. | don’t want to let it happen
likethat. | want to beglorified. | want peopleto
see that you have drawn nigh to Me and to the
Word, prayer, prophecy, praise, and loving Me
intimately. | want it to be a testimony of the
power of the new weapons.

105. That’swhy I’ velet your relationship
get to such a bad state, because if it were any
better, you'd probably think, “Well, it’s not
really necessary to make such abig deal or take
people’stime.” And then it wouldn't be atesti-
mony at all. But | let it get so bad so that you'd
be desperate, and you' d be willing to do any-
thing. Then when | do the miracle, people will
know that it'sMe, that | did it! Andthey’ll see
the power of the new weapons, the power of
the Spirit and the Word and desperate prayer
and united prayer. Then people will be able to
take that lesson and use it to benefit their lives
aswell.

106. Everythingthat | let happen in your
livesisfor areason; it's not just for you, but

it'salsofor others. Youdon't livejust for your-
selves, but you livefor others. I'll use even this
experienceto strengthen othersif you'll let Me.
(End of message from Jesus.)

107. (Mama:) If you are having serious
problemsin your marriage and you feel like
throwingin thetowd, you should definitely take
timetohear fromtheLordin prophecy! Ask
Himtotell you very specifically what Hewants
you to do. If you can hear from the Lord to-
gether, that is especially good because it helps
you both to be more fully convinced about the
direction the Lord wants you to take. A fresh
confirmation fromtheLord that itisHiswill for
you to be married can help boost your faith and
conviction and give you the oomph you need
to have arenewed desireto makeyour marriage
work.

108. | also suggest you go back over this
prophecy and study it. TheLordistryingtohelp
makearea differenceinyour lifeby giving prac-
tical counsel for the problemsyou face. But these
tipswon't do any good if you don’t use them.

109. When you'rehaving seriousmarriage
problems, there'salot of tension; it'softenvery
difficult to even have acivil conversation with
your mate, much lessto feel there’senough left
of your marriage that it's possible to have a
major turnaround. Sometimesit feelslikethelove
has disappeared, and it's hard to even have the
faith to try. But Peter and | ask that if you be-
lieveit'sthe Lord swill for you to be together,
especialy if you havechildren, pleasedon’t give
up until you've given the Lord a chance and
tried everything you possibly can to pull out of
the downward spiral you're in. Where there's
life, there’ shope!

110. Pleaseread thisprophecy again very
carefully, as there are many detailed tips and
suggestions of what to do or not to do. For
review, hereisasummary of the main points:

—Build your marriage in the Spirit. The
strength you have in the Spirit together is
what counts.

—Keep Jesus in first place in your lives
and your marriage.

—Invest in your marriage—time, com-
munication, prayer, etc.

—Talk together about the deep things
in your heart.
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—Be honest.

—Bring your problems to the Lord in
prayer and hear from Him in prophecy.

—Practice the “Loving Jesus” revela-
tion during your lovemaking.

—Make a weekly schedule to help or-
ganize the time you spend together, includ-
ing specific times for the Word, prayer, and
hearing from the Lord, making love and
loving Jesus intimately, talking about per-
sonal things (without arguing).

—Let your friends and Home members
know that you're working on your marriage,
so they will understand if you're not around
during free time or after work hours as
much as usual.

—Make a written list of the things that
you love about your mate and the reasons
why you married him or her in the first place,
then concentrate on those good qualities.

—At some definite point in time leave
the past behind—including the labels, mis-
understandings, lack of trust, resentment,
bitterness, and blaming the other person.

—Put into words (by faith) the positive,
happy, hopeful, romantic, sexy feelings you
want to feel.

—Say a pledge of commitment to each
other, which you can receive in prophecy.
(Or you can use the following prayer of
commitment.)

—Have united prayer with your Home,
during which time you can confess your
faults and needs, make a public commit-
ment to your marriage and the changes
you want to make, share your prayer re-
guests, have laying on of hands, and any-
thing else the Lord leads you to do.

Prayer of Commitment
For Married Couples

111. Asyou embark on this new experi-
encetogether of livingtheLaw of L ovefully,
you married couples may feel the need to pour
out your hearts to the Lord in prayer, some-
thing to sort of giveyou agood jump-start. You
might have a burden to do this using your own
words or words the Lord gives you personally
in prophecy, but in hopesthat it would make it
easier, | askedtheLordto giveaprayer in proph-
ecy that you can pray together—a prayer of
commitment, faith, and forgiveness. If you feel

the need, pleasetakethetimeto pray thisprayer
together privately.

112. (Prayer:) Thank You, Jesus, our won-
derful Husband and L over, for Your lovethat
binds ustogether. Without Your warm, tender
lovewe' d never makeit. Weneed You so much,
Lord, and wewant You more and morewith each
passing day.

113. Thank You for Your law that teaches
ushowtolive, and for Your truth that setsus
free. We thank You, Jesus, for this challenge
that liesbeforeusnow tolive Your Law of Love
more fully in our daily lives. Even though we
don't feel capableof livinguptoitandit’sscary,
we know deep in our hearts that it's the right
thing to do because we believe in Your Word.

114. Wewant tofollow, Jesus, but our flesh
is so weak at times and our sins and weak-
nesseshold usback. In spite of how wefeel, we
still want to obey with al of our hearts. But we
know in order to do that, we' re going to need a
lot of help. We're going to haveto lean heavily
on You as we take this giant leap of faith, be-
cause we know without You, wonderful Jesus,
wedon't haveitinus.

115. We've had battlesabout thisand we
know therewill bemoreto come. We' ve been
hurt and sometimes we' ve seen or have been
bad samples. We' ve misunderstood and misin-
terpreted things from time to time, and we've
not always been able to see Your hand in our
lives or in the lives of otherswho havetried to
share according to Your Law of Love. Never-
theless, we know the battles are to make us
strong and that You are able to take any hurts
and use them for our good if we'll look to You.
That's why we come before You now, Jesus,
and we ask You to please, please help usaswe
make this commitment to You, to each other,
and to our Family.

116. Wethank You for putting ustogether
and weask You now torenew our union of love.
Jesus, You know of all thetimeswe' vefailed, all
the times we' ve stumbled and fallen under the
weight of our own faults and failings and short-
comings. But we ask You right now to help us
towipethedatecleanin our marriage. Giveusa
fresh new start!

117. Aswecomebefore You now, wewant to
recommit our selvesto our primary relation-
ship, which isour marriagetogether. Give us
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clean hearts as we renew our love ties to each
other. We ask You, Jesus, to please renew us
with Your Spirit so that we can start anew. Wash
us clean of the hurts of the past, from our faults
and failings and any misunderstandings that
we've had. Take away any bitterness in our
hearts and any mistrust that has grown between
us. Free usfrom any jealousy or problems that
have resulted through lack of communication,
and deliver us from any fears that have taken
root in our hearts because of these things.

118. Aswerenew our commitment ashus-
band and wife, weforgive each other for the
timeswe've failed. Help usto put the past be-
hind us, to moveforward, and to keep progress-
ing day by day. We commit ourselves, Jesus, as
acouple, toliveaccording to Your Law of Love
aswejoin handin hand to walk the path You set
before us.

119. Asweset out to livetheway You've
taught us, pleasehelp ustotakethetimenecess-
ary toinvest in good communication between
us. Help usto always be mindful of the other, to
not walk too fast or drag our feet behind for too
long, but to be patient with each other, to look
out for each other, to be loving and kind and
aware of the other’sfeelings, needs, wants and
desires.

120. Jesus, wewant totry to at least make
a start right now. As we take this first step,
committing ourselves to each other, we pledge
to livethe Law of Love. In order to do this, we
ask that You help us to aways look to Your
Word, to takethetimeto bring all our questions
to You aswe ook to You and hear from Youin
prophecy to receive Your direction each step of
theway. Help usto never make amove without
hearing from You, so that we can proceed to-
gether and be united in faith.

121. Please guide usand keep showing us
waysin which we can continueto strengthen
our mar riageand our communication with each
other as we follow the guidelines You’'ve set
beforeusfor living the Law of Love. Pleasehelp
usto try our best to always do the loving thing
and to be considerate of each other’s feelings
and needs.

122. Fill uswith faith, sweet L ord—faith
for now and faith for thefuture. Jesus, Sweet-

heart, take away any fear we have and replaceit
with Your peace. We know thefutureisasexcit-
ing as Your promises, and You’' ve promised us
so much, so we stand on this now. Aswe make
this commitment of love to each other and to
livetheLaw of Love, weclaim Your blessingsin
our lives. Strengthen our communication and
help usto grow as You promised, L ord—to grow
inlove, in understanding, in compassion, in hu-
mility, in forgiveness, in patience, in kindness,
and in faith.

123. You said wewould never loseby giv-
ing, and sowestand on thispromiseright now
and ask You, Jesus, to please do it. Fulfill all
Your promisesin our livesaswe embark onthis
new life of love and living Your Law of Love.
Amen.

Keep Your Eyes on His Promises!

—You Never Lose by Giving!

124. (Mama:) | pray the counsel in this
GN answer syour questionson theseaspectsof
this vast subject and helps you to understand
the general guidelines of what the L ord expects
of usall aswe endeavor to livethe Law of Love
fully. I know this seriesis radical, meaty, and
surely must test your faith. There are probably
points in here that you didn’t want to hear or
arehaving ahard timereceiving. But pleasere-
member through all of thisthat the Lord loves
you and He wants to help you. He wants to
make this renewed emphasis on sharing sexu-
ally ahappy and fruitful experiencefor all.

125. Keep your eyeson His promises. If
you heed to, reread Part 2 of thisseriesin which
the Lord makes clear all the reasons why He
wants us to live the Law of Love, and review
Hispromisesof unity, greater love, fruitfulness,
witness, preparation for the Endtime, etc. In spite
of the sacrifices, we have so much to gain!

126. Thank you so much for your willing-
nessto believe. You'rereal troopers! Peter and |
are so proud of you! God bless and strengthen
you and continueto giveyou the graceto fight,
progress, and give al! You won't regret it. As
the L ord has promised, you never lose by giving!

Much love and prayers,

Mama
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