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Limiting families
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Gossip hurts
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Games and videos
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Punctuality
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Steven Segal gets tract
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Sticking pays
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En route to Mexico
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Faithful witness
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Sharing with guys who —

while I enjoy their
company and they’re

terrific people — I’m not at all
naturally attracted to, hasn’t been
easy, and I still certainly wouldn’t
profess to always being in the
victory about doing it. I will say,
though, that the “Loving Jesus”
series has made it much easier
than it would be otherwise.

Our parents had a lot of
experience in living the Law of
Love, FFing and sharing. At the
time there was a lot of counsel
from Dad on these subjects coming
out regularly. I’ve read some of
these Letters and believed in the
principles, but the concept of being
an incarnation of the Lord’s love
for someone else wasn’t something
I could grasp, although I’d heard
about it all my life.

Reading the “Be Jesus”
prophecy was a revelation to me,
and now whenever I’m having a
hard time with sharing and start
feeling like “Why am I doing this
anyway?” it helps tremendously
to remind myself that I’m doing it
because that’s what Jesus wants.
— He wants to use me to show
someone else that He loves them,
and also to use that someone to
give me His love. Having that
concept in mind makes it so much
easier, and gives me the grace to
keep doing it. It works!

— B. (21, female)

For me, the key to sharing
sacrificially is in the words
of the FTT song, “Spend

Time, Take Time,” where it says,
“You know how much they mean
to Jesus, and that’s why you
care.” I’ve seen the Lord bless it
and repay in so many ways:
precious moments of love,
receiving fulfillment in seeing the
Lord’s love make a difference in
the lives of those I was sharing
with, improving my working
relationships and communication
with others.

Reading sexy praises or love
words to Jesus together with my
partner (from the “Loving Jesus
Jewels” GN) helps to get me “in
the mood.” It can also be nice to
go for a walk, or read something
fun while lying in each other’s
arms.

During times of sharing that
were difficult for me, it’s helped
to pretend that I was FFing. Even

though the person is
in the Family, it’s
basically the same
principle. When I put my all
into it, and went into it with the
attitude of witnessing — because
that’s really what you’re doing
when you’re being the Lord’s love
for each other — then my mind
was completely off myself and it
was much easier for me. And if
I’m ever feeling sorry for myself
or tempted to be on a bummer, I
remind myself of how much the
Lord has given me through others
— so much more than I could
ever repay! Giving His love to
others is the least I can do!

— 23-year-old female

I’ve noticed that our older
women appreciate when you
talk with them, give’m a hug,

dance with them or just fellowship
with them. I’m hoping that some
of the other young people will pay
more attention and reach out of
their own little groups more to
include everybody. I know the
older generation would really love
that, and not just the women
either. I’ve spoken with several
older brothers who have just as
young a spirit as anybody, and are
eager to communicate and be a
friend.

I know young couples want to
be with other young couples and
fellowship with them, but
personally, I’ve learned more
living with older couples and
getting close to them. I hope in
the Family we can progress in this
area, or the pioneers of the
Revolution will feel unwanted or
not “in” with the new generation.
It’s beautiful to work with
members of all ages and feel like
brothers and sisters. Amen?

— C. (SGA male), Mexico

The Law of Love doesn’t only
cover the sharing aspect of
our lives, but it is an overall

spirit in the Family of showing
impartiality and making sure that
all feel needed and loved, and
most of all included. It’s hard
when you are a single around a
large family wherein the children
and teens show a lot of preference
for members of their flesh family,
and let you know that “you” are
not part of their family. If we
were really One Wife, this
attitude and mentality would be

practically non-
existent. Sometimes

you feel looked upon
as an intruder,

instead of someone
who, despite feeling or

being lonely, is in the Family
because you love Jesus and want
to do your best for Him!

— female, USA

I find it hard to reach out,
especially in the sex depart-
ment, if I’m not attracted to

the guy, or at least good friends
with him. Taking the first step is
usually the hardest part for me,
but once I do, the Lord always
makes it easy and I usually enjoy
it.

I think that going out of your
way and sharing, even when you
don’t feel like it, brings you a lot
closer to the people you live with.
Even on a day-to-day basis, you
feel more at ease and like you
don’t have to always put on a
front or be something you’re not
— not to mention the love and
respect you receive in return from
others, as well as making Jesus
happy and proud of you.

The thing that really breaks
my heart is when I hear from guys
that they haven’t had sex or
affection in so long because the
girls around are just too stuck-up,
proud and selfish. Or maybe
there’s so much peer pressure
around and it’s just not the “in
thing” to do. It doesn’t surprise
me, as I’ve heard degrading
comments like, “Oh, she has sex
with everyone!” or “She’s really
Family!”

(When Mama read this, she
commented: Oh dear! If they

don�t like to be �Family,� why are
they even in the Family?)

All that to say, I think a lot of
our problems would be solved and
we’d all grow closer together if
we’d just live the Law of Love! I
know everyone would be a whole
lot happier.

One convicting thought is, “If
you don’t, who will?!”

— Amie (19), Pacific

I think I’m the epitome of a
single single. I have never
been attached to someone I

had to share with someone else. If
anything, I’ve been on the
receiving end a couple times,
much to my own surprise and ...
well, humbling (you know, to
confess I needed anyone at all).

I have the highest admiration

for a close SGA girlfriend of mine
who changed my narrow view-
point and broadened my under-
standing of the Law of Love by
sharing her husband with me, of
all things — and not only that,
but as if it were no big deal. —
And we remained the closest of
friends. I can’t say the time spent
with her husband was even the
highlight of the occasion, so much
as my friend’s attitude. And the
surprising thing is, I respected
their relationship so much more
after seeing their freedom in
sharing each other. It’s amazing!
I always thought a union would be
looked on as weaker in that kind
of situation, as if they didn’t care
about each other so much, but it’s
just the opposite. I hope my
friend’s example sticks with me so
that someday I can be at least a
little like her when I am in her
position.

— L. (22, female)

I have been in the Family for
24 years and have had many
dates with different brothers,

but I think that if I would ever
find out that someone said it was
a sacrifice to share with me, I
would certainly want to spare
them the trouble next time. I
don’t think it’s just humbling to
find that out — it’s rather
humiliating — especially to find
out that the person talked about it
to others.

Gossiping about how a date
was sacrificial certainly takes
away from the beauty of the
sacrifice. When we have a
“sacrificial” date, it should be in
the spirit of what Jesus says
about doing alms in Mat. 6:3-4:
“Let not thy left hand know what
thy right hand doeth; … and thy
Father which seeth in secret
Himself shall reward you openly.”

I’m not saying that dates are
never sacrificial; sometimes they
are. But we should never talk
about it with others, except
maybe our mates or our shepherds
so they can pray with us. I’ve
found that if my heart is right
with the Lord, He always gives me
the grace, and that in the end it
really wasn’t a sacrifice after all.
Part of genuine love is to never let
a person know or find out whether
it was a sacrifice to share with
them or not. Sacrificial love says:
“It is always a pleasure to be with
you!”

— adult woman, Europe
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A married woman recently
told me that she and her
husband agreed to stop

sharing with others because they
had shared so much in the past.
This saddened me. I understand
her views, as it really does hurt to
share my precious husband, and
it’s a big sacrifice. But I wonder
if we, as a Family, can continue to
be new bottles if we don’t
continue to use these muscles of
giving and sharing our lives, even
if it doesn’t end up in bed. Of
course this Law of Love stuff is on
a volunteer basis, but the
blessings that come from giving
… even if it hurts (especially if it
hurts), far outweigh the hurt.

My husband knows it’s a soft
spot for me, so we go slow, which
I think is important. He’s
learning ways to encourage my
heart, and build on the love and
trust in our relationship so that
this trial can become easier for
me, and I’m learning to trust the
Lord more and that he does love
me with a forever love, and wants
me. Also, the more we love Jesus
together the closer we’re getting
every day, and my battles lessen!

— an adult woman

I’m in a threesome which
requires me to sacrifice my
mate on a daily basis; this is

real practice in the Law of Love.
Some days are longer than others,
and sometimes I hurt more than
other days, but Jesus is well
pleased with this attitude of
sharing and giving, being
desperate and weak. It sure keeps
me close to Him. The fruit in our
lives is proof that we’re being
blessed. We’re happy, our kids are
happy, we’re on the field, we’re
fulfilled, and Jesus is blessing us
in so many areas! We’re loving
Jesus more and more every day,
and I can honestly say I’m much
happier than I’ve been in years.

— an adult woman

One of the main obstacles I
have found that stops
people from letting go is the

fear of losing their place in their
loved one’s eyes and life. Honest
and open communication is needed
when sharing within a Home, as
you are working together and need
to be close. Many of us have had
hurtful experiences in the past, and
honest sharing of our hearts
doesn’t come so easy. But the Lord
has commissioned us to learn to
trust one another, and I believe we
can achieve that if we have real
love for one another and deal
delicately with each other’s hearts!

— adult, USA�
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Movies For Senior Teens and Up

MARVIN’S ROOM (1996)
Meryl Streep, Diane Keaton, Leonardo
DiCaprio

Character study about a fiercely indepen-
dent woman who, after seventeen years, re-
turns with her two sons to relatives she had
left behind — her invalid father and her sis-
ter who sacrificially cares for him. Realistic
portrayal of System parent-teenager relation-
ships, and people learning responsibility
when faced with decisions about whether or
not to help someone else in desperate need.

MURDER AT 1600 (1997)
Wesley Snipes, Diane Lane

Action-suspense movie about a cop as-
signed to investigate a murder at the White
House. Violence throughout. Beware of a gory
opening scene.

Movies for Junior Teens and Up

MY FELLOW AMERICANS (1996)
Jack Lemmon, James Garner, Dan Aykroyd

Comedy about two bickering ex-US presi-
dents who embark on a perilous quest for
evidence to absolve them of involvement in
a political scandal. Light entertainment with
some lessons, in spite of the unkind dialogue
between the two. Not to everyone’s liking.

ODYSSEY, THE (1997)
Armand Assante, Greta Scacchi, Vanessa Wil-
liams

Four-hour miniseries following Homer’s
classic tale of the warrior who, on his jour-
ney back from the Trojan War, encounters
many of the gods and monsters of Greek my-
thology. Of course this is purely a fantasy
story and should be taken as such, but there
are also good lessons. Beware of some bloody
scenes.

Movies Rated for JETTs and Up

LARGER THAN LIFE (1996)
Bill Murray, Matthew McConnaughey

Comedy about a man who inherits a
trained elephant, and is then faced with the
task of transporting her across the United
States and deciding what to do with her. Light
entertainment only.

Movies Rated for OCs and Up

GIGI (1958)
Leslie Caron, Maurice Chevalier

Classic musical set at the turn of the cen-
tury, about a young girl who is being groomed
to be a courtesan.

Non-Recommended Movies

MY OWN PRIVATE IDAHO (River Phoenix;
1991)
ACE VENTURA: WHEN NATURE CALLS (Jim
Carrey; 1995)
QUEST, THE (Jean-Claude Van Damme;
1996)
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