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babymania
By Jaz, Free Zine country

How Warm is Too Warm?
[Episode 1 in the “Foolish Blunders
of Our Past” Collection.]

Some things you’ve just gotta
learn from personal experience.
It’s part of the “worried mother”
syndrome, I think, to rush around
and check over and over again to
make sure everything is just right. —
Sometimes it can be so right that it’s
actually wrong!

Baby books say that for newborns it’s good to keep the
room nice and warm, and to keep baby wrapped in a
receiving blanket. When I think back to the first couple of
weeks after Kimberly’s birth, I can’t help but laugh! There
were Alec and I, running around the room in our undergar-
ments, yet still sweating our brows off, while the poor
innocent little darling lay carefully swaddled in undershirt,
sleeper suit and a blanket or two!

Every so often, Alec would look at the room thermom-
eter in despair and gasp hoarsely, “Honey, it’s 28 (82 °F)
degrees in here! Does she really need to be bundled up like
that?!!” But then she would happen to sneeze (babies do
sneeze from being too hot, as well as too cold, I later
discovered), and in my sincere and loving concern, back on
went the blanket!

It took me a while to realize that babies do not need to
be kept sterile (at boiling temperature) in order for them to
be usable. In fact, that nagging little heat rash that she had
seemed so attached to cleared up nicely when I started
“loosening up” those wraps a little!

Moral: Most sources agree that a comfortable room
temperature of 21-24° (69 – 72 °F) is fine for babies. (It’s
good to keep a room thermometer placed on the wall near
baby’s bed, so you can keep an eye on these things.) A good
“testing spot” on babies is the back of their neck. — If it’s
sweaty, they’re too hot.

Snug wrapping in a receiving blanket is comforting for
newborns, but just make sure that there’s not overkill on all
the other heating factors (e.g., outdoor temperature, heater,
excess clothing, etc.). Ventilation is also important for fresh
air, but be sure there is not a draft directly on the baby.

For more on this subject, please see CCHB pg.278,
par.24-29; CCHB pg.288:57; as well as “Babycare,” ML
#1136.�
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Dear Mama,

This is my commentary on

how I perceived you before as

compared to my perception of

you now, having visited your

Home for these past weeks. I

would say that you are every bit

as concerned, loving, prayerful,

and knowledgeable of the Family

as the Letters depict you. I think

the average Family member could

take pleasure in realizing that

they have the opportunity to

know you very well without per-

sonally meeting you or visiting

your Home.

We’ve heard about your

schedule, your room, your eyes,

your work, some of your likes and

dislikes, your relationship with Pe-

ter, your relationship with Mat-

thew, your love for the Word, and

on and on goes the list. Your life

has become fairly public over re-

cent years, and we even get up-

dates on your travels in the

Grapevine!

I was pleasantly surprised

to see that you were in better

health than I expected. I know

that your eyes are still very sore

and that you have headaches

and colds to fight, but I didn’t

expect to see you so active! I was

so surprised to hear that you

were able to go for a walk every

day. Then the first time I saw you

face to face was when you came

into my room to say hello. You

looked so young and radiant and

full of life! I could hardly believe

you were the “frail, weak Mama” I

was expecting!

I had heard, too, about con-

versations on the intercom, so I

was expecting that. What I expe-

rienced was more warmth and

candidness than I had imagined.

I guess I thought the intercom

talks would be all business. Well,

almost everything is business —

the Lord’s business — but there

was so much personal interac-

tion which was very refreshing.

You have been so open and hon-

est about your shortcomings

and weaknesses that it has set

me at ease and has made me love

you all the more!

At various Summit meet-

ings, Peter and Gary have com-

mented on how informed you are

of individual Family members, and

that you have your finger on the

pulse of the Family in general.

However, after coming here and

listening to your comments

about different situations, even

remembering people and events

from several years ago, I ’m

amazed!

It’s come out in the Letters

from time to time that you think

you don’t have a very good

memory, but from what I’ve seen,

it must be a relative thing. If

you’re comparing your memory

with the NASA launch control

computer, then you might come

out unfavorably, ha! If you’re com-

paring with the average person,

that’s another story.

I could write for some time

on how wonderful it’s been to

have interaction with you. In es-

sence, though, I think I could say

I’ve been able to partake of your

spirit, which is, of course, the

Lord’s, and that has been the

most thrilling thing!
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Dear Mama,

The prophecy “Our Young

People Are Time Bombs” encour-

aged me greatly. There are many

times when I don’t feel like an ex-

plosive at all. I sometimes feel a

bit useless. I’m no talented mu-

sician or performer, I don’t know

about typing and computers, and

sometimes I feel that if I died and

went to Heaven, it wouldn’t make

much difference. This prophecy

encouraged me that I, too, will

get my chance to explode; it just

isn’t time yet.

It’s amazing how the Lord

tells us not to envy those with

advanced worldly training and

education. I sometimes feel infe-

rior, thinking that I never got

much of an education and that

I’m a real dummy. So I easily fall

into the pit of trying to cram my

mind with head-stuffing knowl-

edge, whereas I ought to be fill-

ing that hunger with the Word. I

pray I can find the Lord’s will for

my life, and be content filling that

role.
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�������	�	��	�
�

�
Dear Mama and Peter,

The problem I wanted to ad-

dress is communication between

TS kids who join DO Homes and

their parents. My two eldest have

been in the DO Family for three

years. We still miss them, but we

know they’re where they belong in

God’s service. However, we could

bear the load of forsaking them

much easier if they learned to

communicate better.

When we dropped out, we

forsook all and stopped commu-

nicating altogether with our

folks, as we were taught that was

“revolutionary.” Then Dad coun-

seled us to write our parents to

let them know we were okay and

to ask them for our needs. This

bore more fruit than not commu-

nicating. I thought it would be dif-

ferent with my kids, as we are still

part of the Family in our hearts.

I’ve overheard some teens and

YAs almost bragging about their

lack of communication, like it was

cool. Or that it is un-cool or weak

to love your parents enough to

write or call them.

I think they need to be re-

minded that love is the most im-

portant thing — especially for

those who brought them into the

world, sacrificed to raise them

and then sent them into God’s

service! “Honor thy father and

thy mother and thy days shall

be blessed!”
�����������
�����

[Editor’s note: Amen! Let’s

remember that our parents love

us and really do appreciate hear-

ing from us. “But to do good and

to communicate forget not: for

with such sacrifices God is well

pleased” (Heb.13:16).]
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i’m wondering...
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������ Last year there was a rumor going
around that at the time of Grandpa’s

graduation he was living in Brazil. Is this
true? — Rebecca (13), Brazil

������ (From Gabe, Mama’s Home:) For
 security reasons, we are  unable to

answer this rumor. However, we did want to
offer an explanation as to why seemingly
harmless questions, such as the one above,
can endanger the security of our Home.

The Lord had shown Dad several ways to
keep him and Mama safe and secure
throughout the years. The various precau-
tions and security measures that we adopted
were not only for the sake of Dad’s main
ministry in feeding the overall Family, as
explained in “I Gotta Split,” but also to
preserve his life from the ungodly anti-
Christ forces at work, and from individuals
who have made it known that their goal and
intent is to stop our work, and more
personally, Dad and Mama, our Endtime
prophet and prophetess.

Of course, you, our Family, would never
intentionally do anything to harm or hurt
Dad or Mama. However, there are many
people in the world who are full of bitterness
and rage, and who blame the leadership of
the Family for “brainwashing and deceiv-
ing” their children or other relatives.

We in WS are attempting to be more
open and forthright with you, our precious
Family. We are thankful for this new day of
openness which the Lord has given us, and
we’re sure that you have benefited and
appreciated the increased insight into Mama
and Peter’s personal life and Home, the
workings of WS, and having a more overall
picture of what’s going on in the Family.

Unfortunately, since we know that
literally all of our pubs eventually fall into
our enemies’ hands, we have to be very
mindful of what we put in print, specifically
concerning Mama and Peter’s security, and
that of our Home and whereabouts. We have
learned from Dad over the years that
divulging one piece of the puzzle, no matter
how small, often leads to further clues and a
potential breach of security down the line.

We understand that many Family
members, particularly young people, are
curious and try to figure out where we live,
or discuss their theories or assumptions
together. Dad would have loved to have an
open Home and the opportunity to visit each
and every Family member. Mama would like
to do the same, not to mention the many WS
workers who would love to have closer
fellowship with you, our precious Family.
However, due to security factors and the
Lord’s instruction, we are doing our best to
“preserve the light of Israel” and keep our
precious queen and king safe and secure for
you, our worldwide Family. Thank you for
your continuing prayers for our security and
protection. We depend on them.�
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En route to India
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A local China
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MOVIES RATED FOR YAS AND
ADULTS

LEAVING LAS VEGAS (1996)
Nicolas Cage, Elisabeth Shue

Emotionally intense traumatic
testimony about the relationship be-
tween a depressed alcoholic trying
to drink himself to death, and a soft-
hearted hooker. Sensitive viewers
should be mindful of a graphic rape
scene, as well as other scenes of
sexual abuse. Not to everyone’s lik-
ing, as it is heavy, somber, and some
found it depressing. But it also has
good lessons, and breaks your heart
for those who don’t have the Lord.
Realistic portrayal of prostitution
and alcoholism. [Editor’s Note:
Please see accompanying movie re-
view.]

MOVIES RATED FOR SENIOR
TEENS AND UP

BLINK (1994)
Madeleine Stowe, Aidan Quinn

Tense thriller about a young blind
woman who undergoes an opera-
tion to regain her sight, and while
recovering when her eyesight is very
blurry, becomes a witness to a mur-
der. Some scenes of violence.

MOVIES RATED FOR JUNIOR
TEENS AND UP

JURASSIC PARK (1993)
Sam Neill, Laura Dern, Jeff
Goldblum

Sci-fi action thriller based on the
novel by Michael Crichton, about a
dinosaur park off the coast of Cen-
tral America whose cloned living di-
nosaurs get loose and go on a ram-
page. The movie is entertainment
only and we of course don’t agree
with the less than subtle pro-evolu-
tion slant. Beware of occasional
scenes of graphic violence.

LOST WORLD, THE: JURASSIC
PARK (1997)
Jeff Goldblum, Julianne Moore

Sequel to “Jurassic Park,” where
a small group of scientists go on an
expedition to “Site B,” a second di-
nosaur-populated island. Beware of
scenes of graphic violence.

MOVIES RATED FOR JETTS AND UP

FIRST KID (1996)
Sinbad, Brock Pierce

Comedy about a Secret Service
agent who is assigned to protect the
son of the U.S. President. Some bad
attitudes could be discussed; young
or sensitive viewers should also be

prepared for a tense scene towards
the end of the movie.

JACK (1996)
Robin Williams, Diane Lane

Comedy/drama about a ten-year-
old boy who has a rare disease
which causes him to age four times
faster than normal. (This disease
does not exist in real life.) Sweet les-
sons on compassion, sympathy and
acceptance.

SELENA (1997)
Jennifer Lopez, Edward James
Olmos

Inspiring, upbeat life story of the
Tejano singer Selena. Lots of music
and performances, and good les-
sons. Sensitive viewers should be
prepared for the tragic ending.

MOVIES RATED FOR OCS AND UP

HONEY, WE SHRUNK OURSELVES!
(1997)
Rick Moranis

Third installment in the series
about the inventor of an incredible
shrinking machine. — This time it’s
the parents’ turn to be rendered
microscopic. Some bad behavior by
the main characters is resolved in
the end, but would still be good to
address with young viewers.

MOVIES RATED FOR MCS AND UP

ADVENTURES IN ODYSSEY
(Animated)

Christian series of half-hour car-
toon shows with the main charac-
ter experiencing various adventures
and learning lessons. Touted by the
Christian community as being ex-
cellent, top-quality material, but it
is definitely on the milky side as far
as message. Some episodes may be
suitable for younger children, but
others contain a fair amount of
negative attitudes which children
could pick up on, or scenes which
could be frightening to small chil-
dren. Not all the shows have been
watched, so please preview each
one before showing.

NON-RECOMMENDED MOVIES

AIRPLANE (Leslie Nielsen, Lloyd
Bridges; 1980)
BLUES BROTHERS, THE (John
Belushi, Dan Aykroyd; 1980)
DEAD AGAIN (Kenneth Branaugh,
Emma Thompson; 1991)
WAGONS EAST! (John Candy;
1994)
MARY REILLY (Julia Roberts, John
Malcovich; 1996)
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(Jesus speaking:) This is a heartbreaking story. It is
heavy meat. Yet it is a touch of the misery felt by those
in the world whose lives have been caught up in the
vices of the Enemy. It is a testimony of how the heart of every
man cries out for real love — love that can only be found in Me.
If watching this movie puts within you feelings of brokenness, of
desire to comfort and help those who have no hope, then this
fruit is good. But [this movie] is not for all.

There are many who do not realize what peace and security
they have, what a loving environment I have provided for them.
There are even those who foolishly think that a life of vice — of
gambling, drinking or of prostitution — would be easy and fun.
These are deceived, and it is good for them to be made aware
that these lifestyles lead only to sorrow, as does any lifestyle that
does not include Me. (End of prophecy.)�
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TEAMWORK Per Adult Total
SOUL SHINERS FOR MAY ’97
Samuel/Rosita, Mexico 1,500 3,000
Pablo E., Chile 630 1,890
Santiago/Sherry, Colombia 600 1,200
J.B./Abby/Fanny/Jazmine, Mexico 357 2,500
James/Claire, Japan 313 1,253
Ruth Marie/Paulina Rios/Joy Luz, Mexico 265 1,060
Ezequiel/Rejoice/David R., Brazil 250 1,500
Calcutta Home, India 239 959
Cid Larson/Serena/Isaac Larso, Mexico 237 1,186
Timothy F./Rejoice E./Dove F., U.S.A. 235 1,645

POSTER SHINERS FOR MAY ’97
Ben/Meekness/Katie, South Africa 2,701 10,804
Jeremias/Flor, Brazil 2,400 4,800
Michael/Maria, Japan 1,768 3,536
James/Claire, Japan 1,676 6,705
Abner/Promise, Japan 1,638 3,276
Paul/Sam/Angie, Hungary 1,400 7,000
Samuel/Rosita, Mexico 1,156 2,313
Timothy F./Rejoice E./Dove F., U.S.A. 1,075 7,529
Abner/Maria, Portugal 1,050 2,100
Marc F./Claire B./Charity/Julie H., U.S.A. 888 6,218

TAPE SHINERS FOR MAY ’97
Pablo E., Chile 108 324
Sam/Flor/Tiago/Sara, Brazil 94 472
Korat Home, Thailand 89 538
Erastus/Esperanza, Chile 83 166
David/Madalena/Francisco/Joana, Brazil 76 305
Ben Fisher/Harvest Gold, U.S.A. 72 144
Abner/Promise, Japan 71 142
Andrew/Crystal/Angela/Maureen/Gabriel,
U.S.A.

57 342

Josue Miguel/Abigail M./Justin G., Costa Rica 49 298
Peter/Talita, Brazil 45 90

VIDEO SHINERS FOR MAY ’97
Jeremias/Glory/Brook, Brazil 79 555
Jose/Ester, Colombia 40 81
Ben/Meekness/Katie, South Africa 37.5 150
Santiago/Sherry, Colombia 37 74
Joseph/Rosa, Chile 36 73
Joao/Clara/Aichan/Meiga/Joana, Brazil 35 177
Jimmy/Joy, Taiwan 31 62
Emanuel/Rubi/Pablo/Teresa, Ecuador 30 152
Philip/Meekness, Namibia 26 52
Josue/Esther, Venezuela 25 51� Start
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