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babymania
By Jaz, Free Zine country
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After I sent Jenna my last
“Babymania” column, she
wrote me back and said,
 “Yikes,  you’re almost scaring

    me out of it, ha!” Realizing how very
impressionable non-parents are to the
intricacies of the baby-full life, I thought I
had better balance out the tales of woe
with a few glowing accolades. And so,
here is a tender word in praise of one of
my favorite subjects.

I think it would
be interesting to

hear from you, our dear
readers, about the
outstanding moments in
your life as a parent. You
know those times when
you think, “Ah, this has
been worth it all!” Those
special moments float in

and out of our lives, but if
we could just immortalize a

few of them and record them
for others to share, I think it

would give us new appreciation for
these treasures we hold in our hands —

while many others could partake of our
joy as well.

What do you think? If you have some-
thing to contribute, send it along, and I’ll
try and add something too. See ya
another time! (How’s that for a nice
short column? The Grapevine editors
very sweetly asked if I wouldn’t mind
being a little less long-winded, since,
after all, we can’t devote the entire
Grapevine to the baby craze!!!)

Oh, before I go! Here are a few
fractured ML titles from the “Reflections
on Parenting” list, which I thought you
might like reading over! Such is life!!

������������� and Super-Poopers
Taming the Baby

Sounds in the �����
������ the�����
����  Crying  and ������

The Rash
Grumps
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○ ○ ○ ○ ○
○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Dear Mama,

I’d like to tell you about something very touching

that happened a short while ago. A young man in the

area asked me for a date and said he’d received some-

thing from the Lord for me. He said the Lord showed

him to read the message to me a certain way during

our date. I was, of course, extremely curious as to

what this special “presentation” would be. During the

date he was so kind and gentle and we had a very nice

time loving each other and Jesus.

He then knelt down before me, explaining that the

Lord showed him that he was to represent Jesus kneel-

ing before me giving me this love message. When he

read, needless to say, tears streamed down my face

as I heard what the Lord said. I was equally touched

to see my peer demonstrate so much love, humility

and willingness to “be Jesus” to me. Isn’t that the

sweetest thing? I think it’s one of the most special

things a person has ever done for me. I’ll never forget

it. It made me want to have that much love and humil-

ity to show to another.

— a female SGA, Europe

Dear Mama,

I cried as I read through the “Winning the Gold”

FSM. I had just found out that I was pregnant with

#2, and while happy, I was having a few PG blues. These

testimonies so touched my heart.

When “Go for the Gold” came out, my husband

and I had full conviction to go for the gold as a couple,

and we wouldn’t go back on that. I’m learning now to

accept the fact that I may just be a mother for the

next 20 years or so — except should the Lord come

back before then — and it is a responsibility.

I really admire my parents, who had nine children.

When you look at the whole picture, it’s easier to have

the faith that the Lord won’t give me any more than

I’m able to bear. It’s one thing in theory, but when you

actually start “baby booming,” it can be a little scary.

Thank the Lord for the Word, as that gives me some-

thing to trust in and hold on to. My hat goes off to all

our dedicated and revolutionary mothers! I pray for

you and your children!

— from a married SGA, Thailand
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i’m wondering...



����������	 ������

�������������

       MOVIES RATED FOR

SENIOR TEENS AND UP

METRO (1997)
Eddie Murphy, Michael Rapaport

Action-comedy about a police-
man negotiating a hostage situa-
tion. Beware of scenes of violence.
Entertainment only; not to
everyone’s liking.

MOVIES RATED FOR JUNIOR

TEENS AND UP

ENGLISH PATIENT, THE (1996)
Ralph Fiennes, Juliette Binoche

Drama/character study set during
WW2 about an injured man strug-
gling to remember the secrets of his
past. Almost three hours long. Be-
ware of a couple of gory scenes.

SAINT, THE (1997)
Val Kilmer, Elisabeth Shue

Action-suspense movie about a
professional thief who gets involved
with the Russian Mafia.

SOUL MAN (1986)
C. Thomas Howell, James Earl
Jones

Comedy about a teenager who
masquerades as a black youth in or-
der to attend Harvard Law School
on a scholarship.

MOVIES RATED FOR JETTS AND

UP

MEMOIRS OF AN INVISIBLE MAN
(1992)
Chevy Chase, Daryl Hannah

Comedy about a man who is ren-
dered invisible and finds himself
running for his life. Light entertain-
ment.

MOVIES RATED FOR MCS AND UP

HONEY, I BLEW UP THE KID
(1992)
Rick Moranis, Marcia Strassman

Comedy sequel to “Honey, I
Shrunk the Kids,” where the ab-
sent-minded scientist accidentally
enlarges his two-year-old son.

MARY POPPINS (1964)
Julie Andrews, Dick Van Dyke

Musical comedy classic about a
nanny who brings new life to a so-
ber-minded upper-class family.
Some foolishness and unrealistic
situations can be explained to
young viewers.

NON-RECOMMENDED MOVIES

LAST UNICORN, THE (Animated;
1982)
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NOTICES I

To those of you who send us mail,
Whether by or whether by :

Thank you kindly for all you’re sending
Oodles of news, views, tips, and pending.
This is your mag, so let’s keep in touch
But sending to Texas won’t help us much
‘Cuz soon they’re gonna shut the door
Saying: “Grapevine mail don’t go here no more.”
We love your mail, but thought we’d warn ya’
That if you don’t send paper mail to California
It could get lost or returned to the sender
And sadly (sob, sob!), it may reach us never.�
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In the Arab world
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notices II
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If we work alongside
the adults and prove
we’re here because we

want to be here by pulling
our weight, they’ll see us as
mature and responsible
disciples. It will help them
to trust and respect us, and
realize that a good
majority of us aren’t just
“here for the beer.” Young
people like to do fun and
crazy things, and some-
times adults may see it as
foolish and immature. But
if we balance this out by
giving the adults the
respect they deserve, and
by being serious when it’s
time to be serious, it will
help them to remember
how it feels to be young,
wanting to assert your
individuality, defy conven-
tion, and be radical and
spontaneous.
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The adults who gained
my respect easily
were the ones who

were able to admit their
faults and take the blame
for things they did wrong. I
had a harder time taking
correction or advice from
adults who brushed aside,
laughed off or ignored
obvious mistakes they made.

Some years back I had
an adult blow his top at me
for something I did wrong.
If he would have left it at
that, I don’t think I would
have ever listened to him
again. But later he
apologized for how he had

the generation connection
(From Jenna:) Here go your thoughts, ideas and tips on
the melting of the generations! To refresh your memory,
here were the original questions. Thanks for respond-
ing! — And it’s great knowing who wrote in; thanks to
those of you who shared your names with us all!

1) Young people, how do you overcome familiarity
with your parents or other adults?

2) Adults, any tips on how to relate better to young
people, or gain their respect?

3) Young people, any tips on how to relate better to
the adults, or gain their respect?

4) Adults and young people, what is the most
important thing that you would like the “other
generation” to understand about you?

5) Have you found any “keys” to resolving
generational differences? Has your Home been able to
successfully “merge generations?” Share your tips
with all!

acted and confessed that he
should have been more
loving in correcting me.
Because he did that, it
gave me a genuine respect
for him, and I had no
trouble getting along with
him from then on.

I think adults and teens
could get along much better
if they were more open
about each other’s faults.
It’s when we try to cover
them up in a self-righteous
way that the walls of
generational differences
grow and we lose our
respect for each other.
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The most important
thing we adults can
do to better relations

between the two genera-
tions is to learn to listen
and treat the younger ones
with respect. The Word
tells us that the young
people deserve our respect
for many reasons: They are
fighting a heavy spiritual
warfare that we adults
don’t even understand, and
they have a very special
anointing, even if they
haven’t come to  recognize
it yet. Our responsibility as
adult members — to quote
an old saying — is to “help
them realize their poten-
tial.”

It reminds me of the
movie “Renaissance Man,”
in which the boy always
believed his father had died
a hero, and finally got to be
there when the truth was

presented to all that his
father had truly died as a
war hero. Even if our kids
don’t necessarily respect us
or see us as heroes now, one
day, when the crowns are
handed out, they will. But
do they have to prove that
respect for us now, when
they have so many other
worries? Are we adults so
insecure that we need lots of
respect to help us believe in
ourselves?

Though sometimes
difficult to take, I’ve
learned some of the most
valuable things about
myself as a result of my YAs
“bawling me out.” Who
else has been observing me
my whole adult life, and
who can better know my
faults, failures and
weaknesses than they? Even
if they aren’t always kind
about it, shouldn’t I be
willing to hear and respect
their observations, and
won’t it help to open a
stronger line of communica-
tion between us?
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I would like for adults
to be more understand-
ing of the need for

young people to try out
new things. Unlike most
adults, we young people
are not settled down yet,
and we still have lots of
experimenting to do. Lots
can and should be learned
from the mistakes of
others, but sometimes it’s
nice to have a little elbow
space and to be able to try
something yourself without
any strings attached. Of
course we’ll make mis-
takes, but that’s how you
develop tastes, likes, and
even personality. Nothing
ventured, nothing gained.

Along the lines of
respect: I think everyone
should have a mutual
respect for each other, and
not listen more to what an
adult would say, as
compared to someone who
is from the second

generation. I think we
should give everyone a fair
shot. You might be
surprised at what we all
can do together.
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I admire the adults for
all they do for the
Lord, but sometimes

they expect us to have the
same priorities that they
have, and to a certain
extent (for me), that is
virtually impossible. But
I’m learning to see things
through their eyes and am
trying to understand their
feelings. It’s not the easiest
for me, but by the grace of
God I will learn slowly.
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I am an adult who has
spent most of my time
in the Family working

in childcare. During the
last few years, I often had
difficulty working with the
SGAs on an equal level. I
couldn’t figure out why, but
it just wasn’t flowing and
the younger people were
frustrated. I felt bad and
really wanted a victory.

A few years ago, I
decided that I needed a
change in my life and I
began working more
outside the Home. I
accepted the job here of
pioneering the slum project
in Sao Paolo with Paulo
(Moises, 20). He had been
working in CTP ministries
for over four years, and I
didn’t have much experi-
ence. So when Paulo and I
started working together, I
naturally took a lower seat
in many of the decisions
and followed his ideas. I
found that yielding to
Paulo’s ideas and following
his counsel was a real key
in us having a balanced
working relationship. I
have learned to enjoy the
fact that I don’t have all
the answers.

I realized that in my
latter years in childcare, I
felt so responsible to have
everything go perfectly,
and consequently got pushy
with my own plans and
quenched the initiative of
the YAs. It’s obvious that
the Lord took me out of a

comfortable ministry to
learn the needs of the
second generation — what
makes them tick and
produce and be inspired.
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I’ve learned over the
years that no one is
perfect! I think it would

help if we could all learn to
cut each other some slack
sometimes, and remember
that everyone has some
secret battle or trial almost
all the time! — Tolerance.
If we could learn to accept
people: “grouchy” adults,
“fritzed-out” teamworkers,
“out-to-lunch” teenagers,
or “bratty” kids with a
little more patience and
understanding, putting
ourselves in their place, life
would be easier to cope
with.

Believe it or not, most of
my best friends during my
“growing-up” years have
been adults! I guess it just
takes a little sacrifice of our
time to become special to a
confusing teen. By God’s
grace and that sample, I’m
going to try my best to be
that person to someone else.
To the adults who took time
with me and made me feel
special: Your efforts
definitely paid off. And you
know? I consider my Mom
to be one of my best friends!
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One auntie who was
rejoining from TS
status tried to

behave really good around
us. She expected our
behavior to be a photocopy
of the Letters, and when we
weren’t like that (coming-
near-to-perfection teens),
she got very disappointed
about us. Then she saw
that we were just normal
teens who had dreams and
hopes just like she did
when she was young, and
that we liked doing crazy
things, having parties and
fellowshipping with other
young people. So she began
to take us on witnessing
activities, out for fellow-
ships, etc. We felt we could
talk to her and ask her
about things we didn’t
understand.
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Sometimes us teens just
need an adult to take time
with us, to love us, and to
consider us as disciples.
Recently I’ve heard some
adults make rather
unloving comments about
us teens, and it really
hurts. Maybe that teen is
really trying to give his/her
best, and then an adult
makes a cutting remark,
and it can really blow your
day. We need more love
and understanding in our
Homes — not only the
adults toward the young
people, but also us young
people toward the adults.
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Our teens and JETTs
need love and
assurance from

parents and the older
generation. The Lord
convicted me, as I more
often tend to correct them
on their NWOs, and I know
I need to show more
outgoing love, interest and
concern.

We, the first generation,
need to trust, love, respect
and even admire our
younger generation for the
many battles and testings
they go through. On the
other side, I also believe
that our second generation
members need to look to
the older generation with
respect and admiration as
well, for many of the
victories won, lessons
learned, and different
revolutions that we partook
of in helping to pioneer the
Family.

A key to more unity
between generations would
be a mutual admiration
society! If we all were
willing to give more of the
Lord’s love to one another,
and appreciate and respect
one another, I am sure that
would be a good foundation
and building block to
establish close unity
between the generations.
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Overcoming familiar-
ity: When I look at
my parents and

other adults’ photo albums,
I think, Hey! They were
just like me! — Weird

Jesus freaks hooked on
winning the world. — And
hearing about all those
tough training courses, the
RNR, pioneering the world,
etc. — They knew what
they were getting into, and
they’ve been through a lot
to be where they are today.
It’s admirable.

How to gain adults’
respect: I’ve never had
much problem with “the
gap.” Adults can make
some of the best friends. I’d
say show yourself worthy by
faithfulness with responsi-
bilities, decisions, etc.

Understanding each
other: We may be unrealis-
tically idealistic and a little
(or a lot!) naïve. We’re
young! Sure you can give
us your advice, but more
often than not, we’ve gotta
try it for ourselves.
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I lived for a while in a
Home where the
generations were

pretty well merged. I think
a key was that we all
considered each other as
equals in our jobs for the
Lord. The adults wanted to
hear our opinions at Home
Councils, and put our ideas
into practice. That’s one
thing I like: for the adults
to consider us young people
part of the decision-making
process, and also come to
us for ideas and counsel. In
that particular Home, some
of the adults didn’t have
the gift of prophecy, so
they would ask one of us to
hear from the Lord.

One thing I would like
adults to understand about
me (and all young people)
is that although I’ve grown
up in the Family, I have
grown up. Some adults
seem to consider me as a
child still, and prefer
telling me what to do
rather than asking, like
they would another adult.
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Us young people
often expect more
from the adults

than we do from ourselves.
Often we want the adults to
give us more space and

opportunities to stand on
our own, etc., but how
much space are we giving
them? How much are we
giving them to build their
trust on? They may already
feel like we’re taking over
in some ways. As young
people, we owe them our
respect no matter if they’re
right on every issue or not;
as if it wasn’t for their
forsaking all and starting
the Family, none of us
would be here.

Another thing we should
remember is how privileged
we are to have the kind of
adults we have in the
Family (in comparison to
System adults), and how
well they put up with our
crazy ideas, changes, and

characteristics. Look at
how well they’ve adapted! I
think it’s very commend-
able.
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Adults and teens
getting along
together? — It all

comes down to love and
humility; being able to
accept things from each
other without getting
offended! I really don’t like
being told what to do. In
fact, it completely turns me
off! But, when someone
asks me to do something,
boy, I’ll do it — even if just
for the sake of seeing the
person that asked me
happy! I know we teens
can be a real pain in the

brain, but the adults must
realize that they too were
once teens, and we need a
lot of understanding,
shepherding and most of
all patience.

This isn’t a complicated
problem to solve. It’s not
that we teens need to do any
big thing to gain the adults’
respect. It’s just a matter of
we respect them, and they
in turn will respect us!
Respect is simply love, and
love begets love. We are a
Family of love, aren’t we?
Thanks to all you adults for
putting up with us teens!
And I think I can say for all
of us, we’ll be doing our
best to “merge genera-
tions”!
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�������������	�����	�����
#��— Michelle
➘ '-�������������������
��������and it’s time to do something about changing.
It’s time to pray to be more friendly, more communicative, to forg�����������
����
�����������������������1����	������������	�����	���������������
�����
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��es, I’ll be ready. I want t���������������$����
	�����(�—
Rebecca
➘ '-��������������
���������	��.��������	���������$im, ’cause that’s the only
way to keep going. We’ve got to leave vanity and ge����������������������	�����
��
������	���
���������������	�������	��.���-��+
������— Aaron
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➘ ,	������#���������������	��������
��������!$"�%*��������(�— Madi
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