RUSSIAN ADVENTURES!

WITHESSING ON A RUSSIAN SHIP!

South East Asia:

We waited excitedly at the major
port of the city, as we watched the
big white Russian eailing vessel
slowly pull in. It was a papsenger
ship, offering South-East sea
cruipes for tourists, & was coming
in to dock for & couple of days
hera. We watched with the childrenm,
our guitar in hand & an agsortment of
Auspian 1it in our handbag, as the
Russian crew docked the boat, & the
local police let down the gang
plank. Our prayer wae: to be able to
get onto the boat & reach as many of

s the Russian crew om board with the

ulit & music & meseage &e possible!

SiThe passengers un-loaded, an assort-
ment of American, Australisn & Asian
tourists. As the last of them passed
by, we started onto the plank to get
on the ship, The local police stop-
ped us, saying we would need a visi-
tor's pass or special permission to
board the ship, as it was & "Rus-
sian® ship. We told them we have to
see the captain., The main policeman
pald to write out our name & that
he'll take it on hoard & ask the
captain 1f he wants to ses us. We
wrote down our Bible names "and
children” & the policeman took it om
board, A couple of minutes later the
captain appears, sort of scratching
his head wondering who are we, to-
gether with the policeman, & they
wave for um to get on board. Wa
c-oased the bridge of faith onto the
ship & told the captain that the
«hildren wanted to sec the ship & to
sing some songe to the people on
board, "Is that all? - Of course,
come aboardi®

S0, after they.checked our guitar
case to make sure we had no weapons,
off to the captain's room we went,
where he called on the intercom for
a Russian girl to come & show us
around the ship. It was & very in-
teresting tour for the children, to

pee all of the differvnt parts of
the ship, & for us as well, 88 all
along the way we met different
Russian crew members, who would lite
up with bright swiles when we tried
out w-at few Russian worde of greet-
ing we've learmed. By the swimming
pool we met some of the musicisne of
the Russian band on board, who told
us that tonight thers would be a
special party for the crew members.
_#Can we come 7, we seked, "Surel”

After the tour of the ship we
ended up in the chief engeneer's
office, where he served us coffes &
Ruesian enacks for the kidm. Thru
our interesting conversation we
found out that there were well over
100 Russian crew members on board,
We were told that on Russlian passen-
ger ships the crews, depending om
the size of the vespel & capaclty
for pessengers, number between 100-
400 members, while on cargo ships
there's only & erew of 30-40. That's
wery interesting to know for people
interested in witnessing or litnes-
esing to Russian ships. We would
never had thought, for instance,
that on the ship we were on that
there were about 150 Russian crew
members - espescially considering
that there wers only about & hun-
ared passengers! We ssid our fare-
wells & thankyou's to the chief
engeneer & crossed the hall to the
captain's office. The captain very
hospitably enetertained ns for an
hour or so with Russian cognac &
orange juice for the children. We
moked him if we could sing tenight
for the crew & he said that would
be fine. Then the children began to
get restless, so we excused oursel-
ves & went off of the ship saying
we would return im the evening.

Thru all this time on the ship
thus far we hadn't witnessed to
m{cno yet or 4 losed any 1it at
2l]l or made mny mentlon of who we
wers, as we really wanted to find
an opportunity wheres we could get
it out to all of them, or at least
a lot of them - & we thought that
if we would give 1it out juet to
pome individuals that 1t might be
made known that we were passing 1it
& wa'd be msked to leave, thus
loaing our chance to get to anymore
of them. From later avents that
developed, wa could see that thims
was really the right leading.

We returned in the early evening

& we were escorted to the dancing
hall., Thers was hardly anyone there,
but they told us that we could eing
in 15 minutes & that they would
anounce it on the intercom through
the whols ship. They apologized that
only tha Russian crew would come, &8
most of the Pnun;trs wers not on
beard. "That's just greati” we said,
Russian crew members began filing
in from all directions, both men &
women, young & old, am the band set
up the microphones for us to per=

form.

The children & mommy started slng-
ing "1 Believe in Love", including
a couple.of the phrases that they
had learned in Russisn! - "God im
Love, Love is Godl" Wow!l The spirit
quickly got heavy, the Russian
sudience was drinking it in, ro we
really felt the time was right to

deliver our souls: The children
sang & couple more songs & we got
the crowd to clap aleng. Then we did
an impromtu heart ekit about an ail-
ing heart that only love can cure.
Then mommy began singing polo while
tha children dispersed among the
crowd to give tnchhgeraon Russian
1it. Some rpad it rough immediate-
1y, whils others gquickly hid it in
their pocket. The timing of every-
thing was so perfect, as we hadn"t
planned much shead of time, weTd
never even performed before for an
sudience on stage, & we didn't

think we would on this ship elther,
but the Holy Sslrlt was o in con=-
trol & just led one thing after
another. After making sure that
everyone had a piece of 1it, we all
jumped back on stage to sing "Tou
Gotta Be a Baby to Go to Heaven®,
also in Rumsian which we learned

s couple of years apol The crowd
applauded warmly & & Russian girl
came up to ue & awarded the children
with Ruesian candies & a aalp
trophy. Then the audience quickly

of 11t left laying sround anywhere.

se we nat down again at our »
table in the now nearly empty agaln
dance hall, parvelling &t how the
Lord wonderously opensd the door
for us to be able to vitnees to all
of these Russians. The band hegm to
play & the children relaxed & had
soma juice. We had felt one of the
band members to be sxceptionally
sheepy, B0 we went up to the stage
to ask him if maybe we can meet his
tomorrov, As we started talk!ng to
him, suddenly we wece interupted by
a loud, firm, authoritive voice.
¥e turned around to ses & atocky
older Russian man, appearantly &
security official - he peemed to be
quite upset - & he told us that we
had to leave the ship immadiately!
®»1f you're not off of this ehip in
two minutes, there will be serious
conssquensesl® He further grumbled
his displeasure at us having panssed
out the lit. So, an abrupt en ing
to a thrilling adventure.

The captain escoried us off of i
the ship - appearantly asked to do
po by thls other man - & the cap-
tain himself didn't kmow how to
react, He seemed somewhat embarras-
sed as the children husgnd & kimeed
him goodbye — you could se that he
himself seemed to be going thraufh
a personal declision in his own life
Our witness on ths boal was really
a light shining in darkness & we
felt it left much more of an
impression om the hearts of the
people who watched & read than
everyday litnessing does on people
in free countries, espescially
seeing us afterward getting harehly
evicted for our loving witnemsling
ts which they so warmly reaponded
1% mlrutes beforehand. You could
see Lhat in their hearts they each
had to make a decislon about us,
wether we were good or bad, wether
it was right or wrong - either to
agree with us & our epirit, or the
gruffy guy who wae throwing us off
of the ship! "So there was & divi-
sion among the people because of
Himi"

On this one day we .:/ed through
all of the 3 P's — ploneering, po-
pularity & persecution, & saw a
wivid fullfillment of the truth of
n$he Russian Pairground Dresm”. An
excliting day! We're sure some of the
the ‘gaople must have gottem saved
as they read the 1it & listened to
us singing, "You Gotta Be a Baby
to Go to Heaven!® TYJ!I

Muslim Finds New Life!

TESTIMONY OF HOW A MUSLIM RECEIVED CHRIST & DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO THE LORD'S SERVICE!

A5 AW INTERVIEW WITH ABMER.
our Turkish translator, in
a way that could relate to
the G,.P. In so deing, the
Turkish Lit-Pic alse tried
to bring out seme points
which they hope may be of
help in the Family's out-
reach to Huslims & their
follow-up.}

: Can you tell us
something about your back-
ground?

ANSWER: I was studying
engineering but could never
get into {t. Although it is
a well-paid job in Turkey,
1 could never see myself
living that kind of life.
When [ was 14 I started to
search for a meaning in life,
yet nothing seemed to satis-
fy. I remember often think-
ing that I had never had a
really happy day in my life.

1 HAD BEEM RAISED AS A

R ZAD THE KORAN.

3 The idea of having a loving
fiod spoke to me, but it
seemed that God was so far
removed § unreachable that
1 finally decided to forget
about Him.

$0_I BEGAN TO LOOK TO
SCIEMCE to try to find a
way to change & improve this
World., As I studied & learn-
ed, I began to realise that
this kind of knowledge would
only bring pride & self-ex-
altation. T wanted to help
people but felt that all my
“facts & figures” could do
very little for anyone's sick
& lonely heart. I really be-
came frustrated £ dissatis-
Fied,

IT Wi
YQUNG TRAVELLERS who sang in
cafes & bars in my city. A
friend of mine brought them
over to my place, § we sat
listening to their songs,
whose message of love we
couldn't miss, Immediately
they openly shared the reason
fnr their joy E peace, as
*hey told us about Jesus &

His love.

II, what I'd been locking
for all along.

OWN HEART I ACCEPTEDN, al-
though the room was full of
friends, some of whom were
disagreeing ¢ scorning. But
1 felt that I had *= take
Jesus no matter what any-
body said--that was 4 years
ago, They gave me a Gospel
of John & I could not stop
reading it. The Bible & the
Lord's letters really opened
my eyes £ I began to share
what I learned with my
friends.

: What are some
of the prejudices & ideas
Muslims have of Christianity?

ANSWER: First of all, an
average Muslim doesn't really
know about Islam, much less
Christianity--at least not
in Turkey--just like a lot
of the Christians in the
West don't really know their
Bibles. So most of the things
that the Huslims believe are
traditions & not even in the
Koran., What they think about
Jesus is what they heard
from some "hodia"{Muslim
preacher).

MHEN I GOT SAVED I STUDIED

JESUS. It says some power=
ful things & also some con-
tradictions. Mohammed gave
a great importance to Jesus.
In the "Sura" on Mary he
said that Jesus was the
creation of God & did not
have a human father; it's
clear. Yet although the
Koran recognises Jesus §
even calls Him things like
"Breath of God, "Spirit of
God™ etc., in other parts

it is quite ambiguous--as if
Mohamsed got carried away in
his zeal of reformer £ idol-
smasher against the idolatry
of the churches § threw away
the baby with the dirty bath
water.

BUT 1 DON'T THINK YOU'L

QYER DOCTRINES; that would
be like trying to chase away
the darkness instead of just
letting the light in.

AFTER I GOT SAVED, at ist
the Devil put me under con-
demnatfon, telling me I was
committing a great sin by
becoming a Christian, be-
cause I was born a Muslim,
But these battles couldn't
last very long, because as
I kept studying the Bible
the Mo Letters I clearly
saw that Islam is a temporal
religion given to a certain
group of people, whereas
the Bible ia eternal! "The
entrance of Thy Word...giv-
eth understanding to the
simple!"(Paalm 119:13) Hal.!

QUESTION: What are some
of your experiences witness-
ing to Muslims?

; People sense that
we have something different.
Those who accept Jesus get
touched with His leve §
chose to believe., It's
still a choice of faith, but
they have to see & feel that
you love them. That speaks
louder than any sermon.

even-

tually you must bring them
to a deciaion if you are
trying to win them to Christ.
The Holy Spirit is the best
guide, Also, it has always
been a help to remember
that God i= working behind
the scenes., For example,'T.
told us after his salvatien
that as a child he found a
little book full of pictures
on the life of Jesua, & he
used to stare at the pic-
tures for houra; & of course
he got the message & the
seed was planted. When we
came aleng the Lord had
bean working in his life.

S., A SAILOR WHO JUST RE-
CEIVED THE LORD, said he
had been introduced to Jesus
years ago on a ship E wanted

filed out., There wasn't one plecs

to belfeve but didn't quite
know how, The Lord has His
sheep; we Just have to find
them.

STION: 5

: Well, wa get out

a little monthly magazine
in Turkish called "Minstrel"
§ we've already mailed sev-
efal thousand of them to
Turkey. We invite the read-
ers to join our "Minstrel
Club" & correspond.

17'S SELF-PROPAGATING BE-
CAUSE WE ASK THEM TQ SEND
I THEIR FRIEMDS' HAMES

5 ADDRESSES, So that's 2
lot of work--editing, com-
piling, translating, typing,
printing & answering the
7many letters we recelive
monthly.

in Turkey who
helps us by visiting the
people who respond to our
magazine & classes. They
are doing a tremendous werk,
really shepherding & feeding
all these precious sheep wWe
get in touch with thru the

mail.
; What would help
you get more done?

ANSWER: As far as help,
if more people knew about
our work & would help sup-
port it, there is so much
more we could do, Time is
short. you know; God knows
how much longer we'll have
the freedom to work like
this, especially with the
inside visitation. And of
course prayer; that's such
a help to know people are
backing you in prayer! (&)

Wearing

(A letter from the "stripper
for God" written to Renée
Canada); Canada:

pearest Renée,

That day we
wers talking there was a
cloud of the Holy Spirit
all around us. You two were
the only Spirit-filled peo-
ple I met during my S-week
stay in Montreal. I was
wondering if you two would
show up in the club later,
but I guess it wasn't meant
to be. I have my cross, my
office--in show biz--& you
have your cross, your of-
fice--on tha streets &
whers the regular people
are. 2
il
1t is beautiful--so wonder-
ful to have your kids parti-
cipating in this work. How
blessed 1life is when there
Is love, 1ife!--It has mean-
ing, life & fulfillment.
Without God there is no
peaning. With God even the
worst pain can be sweet.
GREAT. The ex-atrip-teaser
ia beautiful. Maybe she
could be another stripper
for Lod!

WHAT!-~-T was on two
big TV shows this week, in
Boston & Philly, & got to
preach to half a million
people! See, God knew what
He was doing when He chose

Nothing But Her Cross |

A LETTER RECEIVED FROM CHRISTIAN STRIPPER WHO WITNESSES ON STAGE:

me to do this work! They
attacked me awfully from
the audience--the religious
{a group of 40 came in to
oppose me)--but 1 came out
smelling like a rose because

fGiod was with me. Keep up
the good work! The World
needs you! Good luck in
South America. You have my
blessings & prayers!

Love, Kellie Everts. (8K}

Prisoner Thankful For Help

"1 WAS IN PRISON, AND YE CAME UNTO ME!™ (Mt. 25:36)

(A letter to Carpus and
Ashnah from an inmate in an
Australian prison:)

1 ¥

LORD' V] i 4
18 nothing less than grace
that our Lord sends us beau-
tiful people like you and
your kids.

" "

CONTACT WITH PEOPLE WHQ
LOYE JESUS. And "yes",
there are quite a few guys
in here who would like to
know more about Jesus. After
your show, it was amazing
how many guys were blown
out from the love they could
feel, It iz amazing to me
that for so many years I

was looking for love, peace
& happiness, & because of
that desire 1 am in here.
And all the time it was
right in my heart.

My Lord
tried in so many ways to
show me where it was, but
1 was so blind that He had
to put me in here, away from

all those "external” things.
I have served most of my
time in prison. While I have
been here 1 met these beau-
tiful people who used to
come in every Sunday & share
their experiences of Jesus
with us.

They were worried about what
the others would say. So I
would go around & talk to
them by themselves, & each
week we would get one or two
more. It was a beautiful
service for my Lord.

H. b £}

2 but

nothing has ever given me
such peace § happiness. If
there is anything I can ever
do for you, please let me
know, as we are brothers &
sisters in Christ.

+  Hope
this is inspiring for you.
We appreciate your love,
prayers £ help that you

v 2 ’ U
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