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i POR ONLY 17 YBARS OLD IM 1982, IS URIQUE. It ia an amasing city
&, with the second highest standard of living, It attracts
almost two million visitors a year from other countries, nearly the size of the popu~
lstion, The strests are safe & the natives mre friendly to tourists = and hard on crimi-
mals] Singap hanga & thrashes criminals with a thiok cane that can leave
scars for 1ife, It is a beautiful ocity, kept that way by strict govermmant control on
littering, In & typlcal week, 179 offenders are fined sf25,360 (Singmpore dollars) for
befouling their oity. Helther doss Singapore encourage long halr = in one year 620 males
were refused sntry inte Singapors for having long hair & snother 801 ware let in once
they had their hair cut] Long hair for males is associated with hippyism, which the gove
t definitely di b 1t is linked with drug sbuse, Singapore is moderm,
with good roads that ccocupy 20¥ of the lsland's 225 square miles, for the more then
270,000 reglatersd vehioles. Thers are akysorspers, schools, colour 1V, the bsst hoapitals
in the region & excellent dental service.
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from Ind nics, Singapore is & sool ah enocurages private enter=
priss in all its forms. There are many millionaires in Singapore & still :rlet of poor
people, Bat no one {8 allowed to beg or to mtarve. Thers is no social security schame, If
you fall out of work your family % friends ars expected to help, On the other hand, there
is & govermsen rated scheme of compulmory savings to which all workers sust contributs
over 16% of their wmges, Thie money is then used bty the goverrment to pay for national
development & the govt. pays s small interset on it to the savers. The country is mm
from the top, yet thers is still a great deal of consultation with the pecple through the
commmity centres, The average Singaporsan is afflusnt, hardworking, intelligent, talentsd
& greatly interseted in meking money. The government frowns upon cigmrettes smoking as well
as too many children. Pamily planning ls popular & over 24 million condome ere sold every
year. The authorities have worked cut that the marisum population the island can sustain

is four million, so they have plarmed accordingly.
HEN I AS DISCOVERED IN 1819 SINGAPORE WAL PRACTICALLY UNKNOWN & mmmgcm. Sir
Thomas Raffles, an Englishman, took possession on behall of the Emst India Company. With
several ships he anchored off the coast & worked ocut a deal with the natives for a base,
then for treding rights & firally for the island itself, Singapors was now part of the
British Commomwealth & remained that way for over 100 years, It was not imvelved in the
Piret World War but in the Second World War the Japanese cocupled the island for over
5 years, Shortly after the war Singapore became a colomy & Malaya bwcans = federation,
both moving toward demccracy. For & while thers were plans to merge tho two nations &
a merger to?k vlace for three years, finally breeking wp in 1965 s relations betwesn
Falovsid & P d 1 ted 2 C iats t} d both within & without, On Aug,
31:‘?-65. 51 i hmn;h‘i‘iznai‘ dep t nation under Prime Minister Lee &
pore met out to prove t could survive as an independent nation within the
Commenwealth, The last British forees withdrew at the end of 1971.
SINGAPORE HAg RESSED REMARKARLY EVER SINCE, It now has its own well-trained de—
fence fores, lts own international airline & merchant fleet & the Singmpore dollar is
port has beccome ome of the tusisat in the world

TH. Many of the remainder came

el

among the world's hardest currencies., The
& Singapors runks smong the world leaders in oil refining, though it produces no oil of |
ita own, It has alsc become the regional banking & mapufacturing centre with more million=
alres per square kilometer than anywhere else in Southeast Asis]
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Bali, Manila, London or Paris if you wish. It {a tha best place in the xoﬁ for servicw,
shopping or food, Both Emstern & Weatern goods are avallable & you can buy Japaneme oa-
maras in Singapore cheaper than in Japan. Pure gold is also cheaper in Singmpore than
srywher elss, You can buy es much gold as you like & take it with you untaxed when you
lesave, The pecple are friendly, hard & mmong the brightest in the world. They like
to bargain with you, tut very few of them will cheat you. They are tolerant towards reli-
glony mosques, temples, churches & synagogues stand side by side. English is the official
language slthough official correspondence can be conducted in any of the four national

= Malay, Tamil, Mandarin or English. The Prime Minister, Lase Kusn Yew, ia of

Chinese origin tut he speaks Malay, Chinese & English fluently es well as some Japanese.
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A POR] : JAIE MILES. The longest
river, at places o 0 bout 9 miles, There are 2,000 miles of
first-class roads & mors ultre-modern 1 ta with highway lighting (60,000) than
there ere cocomut trees. Singapcre lays claim to being the cleanest & gresnest city in
the Par Bast & is certainly the ssallest indepsndent state in Asis, It is alsc ome of
the most orowded with 3,812 psople per square kilometer (the second highest in the world),
Mt 1ife axpec is 67 for males & 70 for females, The temperaturs rurely goea above
BT°F or below 75 P, though mmidity is high. An anmual rainfall of % inches keeps the
sountry green. Singapors has no night 1ife comparable to that of many of the world's
great ports. Most pecple are in bed well befors midnight not because they are a Puritani-
cal lot but rather because they are people who wuste noither time nor monay. And last
but not least, mosquitoes & {lies ars forbidden in Singapore, It la a punishabdle offense
to moourage either.

. There is a Constitution which states that the govi. is
reaponsible to Par t. Parliament elects the President for a four—year terwm of office
& alsc hma the power to remove him, if necessary. The President may alec appoint the
Prims Minister (although Prime Minister Les has besn regularly re-appointed for over 20
years). Among the 69 MPs are doctors, teachers, busi & other p 1s, Porty-
sight of them are bilingual & moms, including most of the Cabinet, are trilingual. Pifteen
of the MPs are Christian, almcst 22% of the House, wharsas about 9. of the population are
Christians. Seven of the 15 FMPu are Catholics. It is the task of the NP to see that his
oonstituency is well looked after all the time, Be sust servics his comstitusncy persomal-
1y by attending weekly "Meet the People™ sessions, In this way, every problem causing
anxiety to the public is brought intoc Parliament & debmted. And the Upposition st present
has only been able to capture one wmeat, its first ever!
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Singmpore's or; TS bout TREY penalties are fmrsher than in sary coun-
tries. Singapors belleves capital punishment & floggirg. One raplet was given 20 strokes
of the cans & ment to prison for life. Flogging is sandatory for nearly 30 crimes & the
death in d for armed robbery. The lawe sre enforosds at the City "all can-
tesn a cock vas caught smoking while preparing food. Be wes taken to court & fined 5§40.
To cope with urban crime, soms of the youngsters called up for notional mervice are sent
inte the police forces instesd of the arsed forces. Police patrol sach nsighborhood, in-
eloding the high-rise flats, Pornography lawe are strict & wisitors should not try to bring
in girlie magasines or photos. A citlsen caught with a copy of Playboy wms fined SE130%
As in most oities, police in Singapore heve & live-and-let-live attitude towards the old-
it profession, It has been sstimated that Singapors has 10,000 female % 2,000 mle pros-
titutes (and of the total, 44¥ are Infected with sither syphilis or gonorrhosa). There i
alsc an efficient call-girl servics, sdvertised in various subtles wiyes in the press. Tha
lav sven trests prisoners well - moet gain weight from thelr good diet during their sen-
tencen, Thay are allowed ocut of thelr cells for 12 hours daily to sarn money at certain
ised jobs & provision i made for etudy, exercise & cinemm shows. Prisoners can samn
up to #37.40/wesk & are the basis of a 1.7 million indwatry in handicTafts & slsotroniocs.
They must eave at least 40% of their earnings & pay §8.25 & week for thair food. The muth-
orities take a merious view of sdultery. One Malay couple in Singapore were fined §100
sach for living together while the woman was parried to another man
[¥ SPITE OF THEIR CHARITABLE OUTLOCK EAALLY BELIEVE PUNLSH]] RN
. Cases where flogging is involved are beaten with a cane that
fs four feet long & half an inch thick, When a warder bringe it down on the buttocks of a
prisoner he uses the whole of his body weight, not just the strength of his arme, At the
ond of the caning, those who received mors than three lashes are usually in a state of
shock & for wesks the prisoner cannot sit down,
30 ST RETVE UCCESSET] ECOTRAGES

15. Mthough thera is crime,

A APTTALLISM IN FOMMS, including sulti-
en cars of, As Prime Minister Lee told a re—
cent conference, "We still have the highsst proportion of millicmaires in South Asis. But

w ure one of tha few places in Asia whers there are no beggars, where nobody, nld or young,
dies of neglect & starvation,Singapore is a clty with what may be the highest urban stan-
dard of living in the world, s GNP higher than Argentina's, a 1ife better for a worker than,
Bsaven knowe, you could find in New Yok City,"
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which have enabled Singapors to survive &
oTen proaper the face of seemingly insurmountable difficulties. First is ita superb
centrul looation with a natural harbourj the second is goverrment policy (belief in the
virtus of free trade); the third is the murturing of this fres enterprise systes; the

fourth was the contiruous & rapid development of neigtborine coméries mder B1tis> &
Tetah oolenial adminiziratioes. g =
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