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==Translsted from the original by James Penn.

Synthetic carpets are quite fragile, & they
can be sometimes {rretrievably damaged in cer-
tain parts, whether 1t be due to daily wear,
burns, .or indelible stains. Mo matter how the
demage 15 caused, with a 14ttle bit of care it
{3 possible to repalr it In a way that the end
result will be slmost invisible,

This repair can be done in different Wiys, AC-
cording to the composition of the carpet & the
mannar in which it i5 affixed to the floor. There

are actually two types of carpet:
*A wool carpet, consisting ol’p:mmh of wool nthetic carpet is either glued to the
s on prece of cloth which acts as a sup- fisor or simply laid. In either case the method
port, This 13 quite delicate, & must be repaired of repatr {s the same. Find a pfece of carpet
1n a gifferent manner from synthetic carpets. that s identical in every way with the existing
{The instructions here concern on!{ synthetic ::;9“ & cut out @ plece a Tittle Targer than the
B eb1c cttaetay constiemng of somtnecrnr”") | || 20 Bosttion the new ptece over thed
] SEo 4 flber nmpuri‘fnwntim & hold it in place with four nafls !ﬂm”zﬁ;
wigﬂ:mm foa: marcb:ﬂll‘hg.h“ lm.':f,;l,”" "‘3'“'!!""! a cement floor, use
€ carpets t cement nails.
by glue or 17 ChEIr buse 15 rubber rﬁ.‘l'fm.!l:“’ 3) With s sharp blade quided by & roler, cut s
13id & maintained by thefr own weight. Square, framing the damaged part. Cut the two
'he repair work consists in cutting out the layers of carpet at the same time as this will
damaged part & replacing it with a new plece. It 9“"""‘!0 that the new piece will be the exact
13 2 n'!ulnl{ sisple operation, but, in order size of the hole ‘left by the removal of the dam-
wat, :::rm':_m 15 not visible, two conditions | [2g6d plece. A .
*The new plece of carpet must be fdentical fn carpat. If the old plece has b::s;"-":“i.dﬂ*"“ e
every way with the rest of the carpet, [f the some paint thinner or alcohal will unglue 1t
colour of the old carpet 13 faded, try to give Then scrape off any traces of this glue from the
the new plece the same tone by rubbing it with floor & carefully clean it with & dry paintbrush
some damp dust, 5) Then glue down the replacement piece with
*The edges of the new piece must be invisible, some Tatex or universal glue. If the rest of the
iy e | | i G e piar Lymly e on
sions a plece that is to be replaced, bl bl ‘rl_::ﬁf’fclzﬂrmgt&u.::?:lr-
BT YOU W[ KFED ontawhich you can glue the new piece of carpet.
Qd::spl:‘u: :h! new piece in the hole & hit the
hammer 5o
s ACCESSORIES glued o the Ficor. tnce 1t {s ry. saosth sver
=A sharp blade *A flat ruler ges with your fingers to hide borde:
(universal knife or *Some natls that are still visible. o e
razor blade) *A piece of replace-
*Hammer ment carpet b some
*Paint brush special carpet glue
T OWNENDAT [ONS:
m;;: :::r.lg ;na::t::ml fin your home, be sure to put an extrs plece azide for any repairs that
*1f your carpet is staized, treat it {emediately with a i
always keep on hand in case of such accidents. [f the sdﬁ‘-ﬂrwfg";.:"ﬂ: ,n::’; y?" :m”
:}}J;h:nut(:n thea :‘:p.l:sgglinlihe sbove sammer. 1 Meticularly
stain 13 quite v e B you sre pot able to Find a correspondf
piece out of the existing carpet from an ares that is not » T et Bt e
re), Use nt piece for the stained part § i L
thet is as close as possible in texture & colour. 2 fiploce SLuith 8 misce:ehicarpe:

BIEES 10 Tt

T} Look outside to tee 1f the neighbours are
also without electricity. If so, | Tight some
candles & wait for {t to be re-established. Usu-
ally these regional blackouts do not Tast » long
time, (1
2) IF it t5s not a regiona) blackout, B the
whole house is without electricity, the breaker
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MHATL Y% Eg EH fls; OF

~-Translated from the original by James Fenn.

An electrical blackout can be general or local,
& can affect & part of, or the totality of your
#lectrical installation. Apart from regliomal
blackouts which depriva s whole town or part of
8 town of alectricity, domestic electrical
Blackouts can have two fundamentsl causes:

*A "short-circuit® caused by defective wiring or
a defective appliance,

“An overloading of the circuit due to the simul-
taneous use of too many electrical appliances
(washing machines, electrical radiators, kitchen
ng'llm:ls etc. ),

A these two cases the electrical wiring s in-
stallation are submitted to an excessive demand
for current, which runs the ritk of dlluflwn
them b causing a fire, This §s why your instal-
Tetion fs mecessarily equipped with a “circuit-
breaker®, which only allow & certain amount of
power to pass through. [7 the maxfmm Timit 13
exceeded, 1t activates & automatically cuts off
al] the current, t

Thus, in case of & blackeut, unplug the appli-
ances that caused the overloading, & find
circuit-breaker that sctivated {t, & put 1t back
in the normal position. Thare are normally thres
types of circuit-bresker switches.

1} The breaker switch which is the circeit-

switch has activated & the current is cut off at
the counter.
Someone must have plugged fn a nmmu-
ance--unless too many appliances have
plugged 1n at the same liu--pmwlhuhnn over-
[

Toading of the circuit. Unplug the ty appii-
ance before putting the breaker switch back to
normal (this is usually right beside the elec-
trical counter).

) One part of the house 15 without elec-
tricity. The causes sre the same but have only
affected a secondary circult controlled by 2
fuse, Unplug the appliance § raplace the fuse.

4) Only the appliance deesn't work. The prob-
Tem in this case 15 not ususlly fn the fnstalla-
breaker for the entire electrical installation tion, but rather due to & defect in the connec-
(1.9, the whole house). Ususlly 1t is situated tion or the state of the appliance. Unplug it &
tha #lectrical counter. In case of any repair it.
anomaly it activates B cuts the current off to 5) The electrical counter is usually sasy to

get at; 1t is generally situated near the front

811 the secondary clrcuits,
2) The secondsry circuft-breakers or fuses which | door of m house & sometimes on the landing in
apartsent buildings.

control the secondary lines of your electrics)
{nstallation. These can all be grouped near the The main breaker switch s usually just below
sain circuit breaker or spread out in different | the electrical counter & s controlled by two
parts of the hous buttons or a handle that has two positions. The
3] Cartain electrical applisnces have built-in positions OM and OFF are distinguished by colours
circuit-breskers which are always easy toget st | or by letters.

*Usually GREEN is ON and

*RED s OFF.

When you hive got the electricity on again, be
sure to repair the material that caused the
Sometimes the fuses (secondary circuft break-
ers) are grouped on a panel below the counter.

blackout.

RECOMMENDAT TGRS :

*Bafore re-establishingthe current, be sure to unplug all the faulty appliances that caused the
blackout. Also umpl heavy appliances, such as rel'rlzeﬂur. a5 it i5 best not to have too much

any
strain on the electrical system when it comes on again. This is also good to do 1f there ixaregional
blsckout.
*1f you have problems with the circuft overlosding, be sure to warn others before using such high
watt appliances as hair dryers, irons, toasters, etc.,especially at night. Also turn off any other
electrica) appliances to compensate for the power that you will be using,
can easily be found, so

*ieep candles, matches & a few flashlights a1) around the house where they

that they can be got at imsediately in case of a blackout. (Dad has us keep flashlights on the floor

by the of the room.)

+To awoid having to make lengthy investigations when your breaker switch goes off, determine in ad-

vince exactly which parts of the house are controlled by which fuses, so that in casa of a partial

blackout you will be able to localise the problem quickly by determining which fuse blew. A good tip

is to label the fuses with which rooms it controls.

sHgver touch the incoming circuit breaker or the electrical counter which are usually the property of

the electrical company. In some cases these are sealed shut by the authorities to prevent any tampering.
(Most countries have local smerge numbers manned day & night to whom you can phone & report your

probles, 1f you belfeve that the problem comes from the interior of these boxes. Be sure to explain

t i3, so that they will come quickly. We have Titerally had to wait days sometimesl)

how dangerous 1

1) 1 get & pleca of new carpet with whi
ot 4 h..?:n_ ch 2) To keep thi.l }:.p::]u’! affix 1t with

g

3) 1 trace & square or rectangle around the
kw part & cut the two thicknesses at
the same time.

4) 1 take out the demaged part b clea
b‘ exposed floor carefully, f

I position the new piece & push
tmm over the edges with my l'l::::

sure that | find the cause before | put it

2) The whole house 15 without electricity.
The breaker switch has activated. | make
back to normal.

1) The neighbours are also without elec-
tricity. A regional blackout. [ await the
re-establishing of the current.
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INCOMING
CIRCUIT
. BREAKER
e e
)
COUNTER
N IAa
1) One part of the house 15 without elec-
tricity. A fuse has blown, [ find the
cause before | replace it
CIRCUIT
BREAKER
SWITCH
HSES
5) Themainbreacer switch {5 placed under the

electrical counter. | put it back to normal by
pushing on the green button or Inplacing the
hardle back ts the normal position,

4} The plugged-in appliance does not work. A
problem with the putlet or with the appl
ance. 1try iton another electrical outle
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