with them, over & pericd of months in & number of different cities that they ware
very helpful and
nosded them bent| For exmmple, somes of as carried up to 30k of'cabin luggmge' with
no questions asked, mnd on mnother cccasion they checked through over 60k of over-
waight for freel
hat if ave & cl ce, t E v &8 you will be giv-
ing your nev mission field the business, and we are sure that you will find them
very helpful, as compared to soms other major mirlines whe really couldn't care
about you, especially if you are flying excursion. A,
« One last point in their favour is that on the flight they
have some beautiful Christiapn devotiona]l musi
» 85 we all did, as it was so relaxing and inspiring to listen to
after the irevitably hactic departure. Such mumic is probably unique to SAA.
VISAS u_ hav, tick ¢_read or you It would
be wise to gat ah f at] -
quire, so that you can fill them eut in the peace and quiet of your home. We found,
as did some SA Family members, that
paper, and that if your replies and you look ok, they don't tend to doubt it. So
its important to put down the right thing and not to bs flustersd by all the quest-
ions on the form. Most of th are
who might be down to SA to at ings uj
a « For'profession’ ,avoid
anything along the line of writer, fournalist, missionary, teacher etc,, anything
that seems remotely 'libersl'. They are very suspicious of puch people, and right-
ly so, as many who have gone in the paat have returned to prblicly denounce SA.
fou would be much better to put down sopething inoffensive, such as secretary, or
businessman, ste, Of course, if you plan on applying for residency later, be sure
that what you put down more or leas corresponds with your'real'trade. For 'length
af siay' put down 'S0 daya',(the maximum), and for your'reason for visit) put down
= ‘holiday'. For'sgplover} put down 'self-smployed'(unlesa you are employed), and
‘s for 'pddress in SA' you cas put down a
For 'country of residence’ we just put down the gcountriss
of which we are nationals. + @8 they will determine
what kind of visa they will issue you with, m 3,6,0r 12 month multiple re-entry

visa, t m AnHwer, brief and n as sible
Once you have your forma filled out, the necessary photos and your air tickets,
you are ready to go to the embassy or consulats. nteresti & £
het for some resson the SA spbassies tend to mive lonse sas then the ons
akag, Soms of us applied for visas at the local gopsulate, and received 6 month
risas, while thoss who applied at the Embasay wers Eiven « So it
sesns that if you apply through the Embassy, you stand a better chance of getting

a longer visa. i
he emb be_pure to dress nicely, and look as mysten and well
At's a good chance to take the family mlong and create & good im-
pression. In our case, &s we had the forma properly filled out ete,, it was only a
matter of waiting mbout 20 minutes, TTLI =
inl, just the receptionist.

Je1 t t to © L § a
four paseport can hinder or exclude the possibility of you subsequently gping to
gone black Africap, Arab or Muslim countries. Americans and some other pationale

ities might want to enquire about getting detachable pages in their passports for

their SA visa stamp, so that they can be taken out once you leave SA.

Once you have got your visa you can start making your mctusl
i u

preparations. s what -
the heaviest, most fragile and most selah material as 'carry on luggage'. We had so

much material that qualified in this category that the men were carrying up to 30k
of 'sarry-on'! Just be sure that if thia is the case with you that when you regis-
ter your check-in luggage you hggwm_;gﬂx:gn_l_umgx_‘m, so that the
airline official won't see it and freak out. Generally they don't care as lonz &

g4 Are not too obvieus about jt, and one airline official smid that as long as it

out of & thin towel-like material: very
. we found some very good ones made SAURLT
:}:t::s\dth the zip pouch fitting snugly in the mliz.ia{ i::rua:“t;t:ou{ it
com?ortablo. with no buckles, and can carry & Surpris :Er Bt
ﬂﬁtit‘lhi;- : 4 for!-t t%’w :1::0 :ﬁ:r;ng t‘lwm._thc:f wera 80 BDugl
trlvtlluna.sz:et:. :.mf: involved in getting to SA moat mg\n&nv:‘::l;m
svening and arrive in Johannesburg at noon the next day. Thers are &lsoc

Towna
TLAEHNS TR ks Bmmn“]m:im"rmpyp'vho usually only msk you the

landed you go throu e

reason of :rmr':'i..it. (tourist) and how long you intend to stay (3 months ). Fe

might also ask if you have & ret:rn tickot.
on APPLYING FOR

The pain criteria seems te be thi o.
Hopafully the immigration officer viill_gi:; you '.n?:::::t :::;ys;::mgsugni.::; u
| t to stay for that long. This is e paxi :

th;n?s:nd 3: yo: want to stay longer you must apply at ldllux;h::z;h T
" o ;:e ou have clemred mmq-fion, you pick up your bags an 3: o ihit
wntnthriugh the 'nothing to declare ' door, although we proba 1y

‘s etc., but in TTL we were
they vould have liked us to declare, such as VCR's 7]; ;Nb.hﬁlr“l el

hrou th inspection. Once throug]!, you 4
:;;; :ml of‘nt:: ton:u in this special and unique country which the Lord has spok

an so much mbout.
i s e to this, and the geographical isclation from

developed & yery mirong
the industrialised world, and P%ﬂ“’ ot l“",‘m‘"u;k, ,‘!;m:.m well as exporting food-
will be able to find just

: So in ganersl you |
stuffs to the surrounding countries. g s T T T
and that they are very gﬁo: at repairing just
sps which BYY Cad EALNE i
{1} 5 'l t L’ ic at mwletgﬂc"-
sl fou will probably need ¢ o8
There are lots of Woolworths for you Britisher iy -

' i and meat at good prices the year
and there is an abundance of fruit, vegetables :
luj‘.l.;b].o such ms brown bread, yeast, herbal teas, honey, apple cider vinegar etc.
L]

-

{ary

habout anything. Ihs
o g

.Photegraphy is a popular hobby. Many chemists offer same-

for every roll devel-
d offer a fres roll of colour film

day developing services, &n L

oped. Black and white £ilm tends to be more expensive e

you can rent pre-recorded cassattes: all piratedl

aenks
places where
b +1

iould Bugges do_go bels
re never questioned, ONE ITEM TRAT IS CUITE

o b rideo

4 Pl A
“ours as hand luggage an

iag i Ny AS YOU CAN AR A )] ASSETTES, &8
P E IN SA AND WORTH BEINGING AS MA 5 JAN_AR]
l. o!: lt for a 3 hour cassstte.. We brought & lot with us, and as our
1u :ngn was never opened, we didn't have any problems. .
;h_:m ig PAL, but the gound there im different, mo to hook up your VCR to & SA tv
L of L] and & -

. u . i,e_:za.a_’.m

internal letter only costs 5 cmtu:'.m ik B IRlerh A 2 Tl s

name. even
Bt eves have'to show our phasports, but Jusk 1Ty SN MLE 01 Toey vere o the
siperigor I;Oit:d;;qu::: ol e « Once or twice mn °§3:1?that
:::i:l :“f-iv :f‘ul hr:w long we intended to receive mail at PR, but v:;rp
we were tourists hers for a few monthes, and th;;r were very apologe .c.
goo change your PO every few montheg. = There 8rean
e Ud“'“t;m s “and no_shortage of piarpacies, so these
abundance of dec o well qualified, :

wag well packed they didn't mind, but it was the burgsting shopping bags that they

objected to. .
Eor some of you. the 20 k free bagemes allowance will not be sufficient, mnd

there are a number of ways to get arcund this. E&m_at_m__mnm,u

+ txplaining that the overweight is their things; and the
Lord really uses tham to touch the psople's hearts. t in
that {f they won't do it you are in & bind s it will be too late to mend it air-

freight, and gverweight is sstronomically expeasis
per_kilol

1L you still have overweight, there are 2 ways to ship it. First of all, there
is 'mccompanied ba ' ch is i a i y #xcept that

you get & preferentiel rate as you have a ticket to the destinations. From a Europ=
ean capital to Cape Town, this cost about 6-fper kilo, and usually arrived about a

day or 2 after we did, He mure when filling out the customs declaration in SA for
K Y and DV they will not sven
open them, We did th each on down (we went in sta and not
t
& residency permit, we suggest that you ship your things jg
B and not trunks gui sen_look a lot more to wd ipconsp gus.
cle labe: T laces ou e, BB we the + If you don't

wantto put the mddress of where you will actually be staying, you can always put
c/o & well-known hotel, and if it geta lost pou can go to the hotell Be sure to
lastic ika, as once
some of our suitcasmes had evidently been left sitting im the rain, or water, and
the water seeped through, soaking the contents. h: i as
we shipped some robust suitcases and they arrived with a few big dents in them.

Or BOme reAson Yo 't send things ' ompanied baggage' then you can send
then mir Ireight. The only difference im that the rates ars a littls mors expansive
and that you are not obligated to have a ticket, This is the way that many items of
& commercial nature sre shipped. We have had no experience with sea freight, but it

probably takes & long time, and in general Ded is agminst sending freight by ees

« 50 we hopa that this
helps you in deciding what to do with your sxcess baggage.
he be ution ible i to hin h

in SA has & very advanced economy and with a few except-
ions sverything that you will need is freely available at moderate prices, mo it is
not as if you are going to some underdeveloped country. On the contrary, SA is
booming and we were very surprised at the affluence there, the luxurious shops,
restaurants, cars etc, $o you might be better off to eave behind all but the irre-
placembles and spend what you would have spent on air freight on buying the items
there, or provisioning them.

FINANCES Before you leave, you will want to ylan how to transport your
Like most countries, SA does not have any restrictions regarding the importj 1
foreign currenmcy, but * in 'y unless, that is, you don't declare it
upen arrival, or you keep the bank slips when you exchange it to Rand, so that you
can reconvert it upon leaving. The currency exchange laws are very strict and stiff
with very serious punishments for offenders. It is illegal for SA natiopala or
residents to have foreign bank accounts, and it is illegal for anyone to export
more than m couple of hundred Rand in cash. Am one American resident there told
us, in matters such as these 'the walls have sars', and anyone caught breaking the
law along these lines can expect '5 years in jail with an Afrikasnse Biblel'

However, this mostly concerns resjdents. Tourists, upon entry are supposed to
declare how much forei;n currency they are bringing in, We'found that the beat way
o cArry our money wag in Travellers Cheques of & major bank, in & maior strong
currency such as Swiss Franca, None of us bothered to declare how much we were
fringing in and upon departure we were never aaked how much we were taking out.

We discovered that a good way to carry funds, valuable papers stc, while iray-
elling is in & thin cloth coney belt that s vorn next to your mkip ueder yous

; Cape Town has
r major cities are

South Afrjc=

vices asem to be on & par with most western countries.
:e:"y good public transport system, which we used a lot. Othe

probably the same, and fhere J.LMMLM".
lence : : ften in downtown

u X , rapes and robberies that occured daily, o
areas ;nt:o:fﬁﬁght.p:nd which most people seemed to take for granted, slthough

it was reported sensationally in the local press. TTL that none of us were ever
_Lord & lot of co-
victims of these black gangs, but Dad made sure that we gave the

_a boy after fpm, and the boys got in
W , and keeping their eyes

[

habit of B
::;lmtlyoopen for any kind of weird charmcters, of :hic‘n there wers p.‘unti, :;:n
‘ived in a supposedly 'nice' part of town,
i e ppo. especially the mobs that congregated arcund the iiquor
i as
storeas. )
what was going oo around us when out, &nd got to ::; -axbo:[ um; “:or the .
ghtest bit w t close to We tried to 8
e e , by avoiding all the conditions aad circumstances th;:oa:c-
not
conducive to such crimes. a
ci ing delivery boys, and that girle should
house, under any nrcmtmee:,bin:}u«imgh elivery I’t‘ k hoy h:,
oM on

on & oumber of

rrapt p 28]

the whole were very friendly and hospitable towards us. Hm;:r‘
i o vid d - ¢

=1V QLY QTS 1 1% ¥ 3G, woul 23 5 1", M Zat
m_inﬂ, subject which everyons there has & very deep underlying :once:n
awout. As we more or less lived im the stronghold of opposition to the .li‘riknn:

- dominated government, ¢
L}

h we liked SA and were en-
discussions, and we limited ourselves to saying how muc o g mallastenn

oying our stay hers.
iiiin:. the people who sgreed with us were in the minorityl So %o avpid & lot of

under mttamck by virtually the whole world, not to mention her :l.;:'ml;r eo:u::lt
neighbours, and are
[ 1

HEALTH AND CLEANLINESS 'Cleanliness is Godlinsapl' This certaminly became wﬂd
real to us in Sh. At the outset, Dad reminded us that we were in Africam, surround-

. and l. .: t b our th habite and -tzﬂnrx
clean. i o

. lot only does this avoid tracking the t!
T i 0 h A , but they are also much more comfortable

and quieter.

We mors or less had our
alpo_axtend
str‘:-:?. clothes and our houseclothes, and upon returning from town we would immed-

iately Whenever we wers taking public tran-
aport o that we woild mot have to touch anything with our bare

we wore gloves
1o or towelattes
hands, including money. 8Ap CO.
hand, . some of the habits that we got into,
to wash our s with when out. These u:.u ok

, eapscially in your dealings with the public, :cit:n you
‘plagues of the Egyptians' which are so prevalant iam Africa, .
o e th-‘u g i if you have not applied for a ralidanuyuper:;t
i o A
want to stay on .
;:: this with :i pr;blen at all, The mein thing is that you must have an OBEOLDZ
tigket, ma if you arrived in SA oo the 21-%0 day excursion ticket s _return
portion will po longer be valid. 3o get your ongoing ticket before applying for

and
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