
Watch Out For Robbers! 
n q- Tha on A foUMng Thief a 4 Pickpockets! 
GBTI ]jjyj And I wanted to share some of the lessons I've learned about thieves & pick­
pockets 4 how they operate * and how to avoid '•nil Vhsn I lived in Latin America I sot 
a l i t t l e firsthand Via* of their aethods aa wall aa hearing qultt a bit fro* othtra of 
their experiences, ao I pray thla la a blessing A will aava you froa some of the aaaa 
sad experiencesI 

Many thiavaa A plofcpoofcata work In groups. And thoy do thalr "dirty work" In crowdad 
l ines , storaa or restaurants. Once whan wa wara standing In a bus line In Venesusla 
tha bus arrived A waa Imadlataly besieged, avaryona In line pressing forward to ba 
tha flrat to gat on board* One boy at tha entrance waa struggling with some packages, 
blocking tha door, while tha crowd piled up behind hla, very tightly packed. I looked 
down to aee aomeone about to s l ip hie hand into my pocket A when I turned around, some­
one alee waa trying to open the puree of the girl I was with. 1h.tr* waa ao much pushing 
A shoving - phyeloal contact - that i f we hadn't happened to see what was happening we 
probably never would have fe l t i t . When the thieves eaw that we had spotted them they 
le f t immediately. So avoid crowds & crowded places - while one thief distracts you the 
other could be taking you for al l you've got! 

Distracting your attention i s one of a thief'a favorite method a. Once in a post office I 
waa picking up mail & had just put i t in ny briefcase A locked i t . A boy walked by no, 
pointed to the ground A said,"You dropped something!" And there were $2-5 on the ground. 
My f i rs t reaction waa to pick i t up, of course, but ae I looked at i t I f e l t my brief­
case move sl ightly (I s t i l l had ay hand upon I t ) and when I turned around I saw 2-J other 
youths nonchalantly eyeing me A the briefcase & one had his hand "resting" very cloee to 
i t I If I'd taken my hand off the briefcaae (or put down a package 1 was carrying) to pick 
up the aoney, that probably would have been the last I would have seen of the briefcase! 
It could have been an expensive "find") 
Hang on to your possessions for dear l i f e i f someone asks you what time i t let Once In 
Peru I waa eating lunch in a crowded restaurant A had my pouch on the table next to me. 
on the side away from the aisle ( i should have had i t on my lap. ) . 3-4 youthe walked into 
the reataurant A walked a l l the way to the back, aa i f they were looking for an empty 
table, and then started to walk out again. As they passed me the f irst one in l ine , slight 
ly behind me A to my l e f t , asked me for the t ine. He didn't eeem to hear me when I ans­
wered no I turned more towards him (away froa my pouch) A repeated i t . He thanked me A 
l e f t - and so did my pouch! While he was distracting me, standing in a position where I 
had to turn to face him, someone else made off with ny pouch. It only had 85 in i t (I 
carried any large amount of money in my boots) but I lost my passport as well as the mail 
keys, which were a hassle to replace & I had to change the lock to my P.O. box! Ihe only 
t lae I actually lost anything to a thief! 

I've heard that i f someone comes up to Dad on the street & asks hie for a l ight, he im­
mediately says "Don't smoke'', turns around A walks away, since this i s a favorite method 
of etiek-up aenf 
Alsot(another lesson froa Dadlwhen using a public to i le t go into the s ta l l * lock the door 
behind you, Robberies in the toi let are common, esp. In America. 
When someone brushes against you on the street or bumps into you i t might be good to stop 
f^n^Hately & eheck your pockets. Better safe than Borryl Spread your money around in dif­
ferent pockets or locations on you so that a thief can't get i t all at once - and don't 
carry any Bore than you need to , of course! 
Carry your briefcaae, pouch or puree on the Bide of you away from the street. Peru, in paij 
'ticular,"ia famous for youths who zoom by on motorcycles A grab whatever ihey can from 
unobservant pedeatrisns. And if you should have to put your bag or purse down for any 
reason you should always have your hand firmly attached to i t , or even have i t clamped 
between your legs or ankles. 

I t ' s probably best to avoid wearing expensive watchoB or jewelry in poor areas of the 
c i ty - or in poor c i t i e s ! I t ' s cheaper & safer to leave them at home. A few years ago a 
Sister was wearing an expensive gold watch on the streets of Bogota. Ae she A the brothtr 
accompanying her were waiting at a bus stop, a man stopped to admire her watch, pulled 
out a plstel and calmly took off her watch A walked away with i t ] 

r.a Latins csn be very sweet & friendly but thievery i s a problem A something to watch 
out for! As a pale-skinned American or European you're a very tempting target for the 
thieves of poorer third-world countries. So when travelling through these countries 

remember the Scriptural injunction to be "wise aa serpents A harmless as doves" A to 
"pray without eeaalng"! And as Dad said in "Dear Deb A Jeth","Usually, Just a l i t t l e 
prayer and good common sense oan prevent such things, even without a lesson on oar thefts! 
He never forgets or neglects anything, and often protects us and our things even In our 
Ignorance! But if we are willfully or woefully Ignorant, careless, negligent A slothful 
stewards, then He will sometimes allow us to suffer for i t by learning a bitter lesson 
as a result of i t . . . ! " ( 1 1 0 I 7 , 6 ) CBAXX"! Tu\\ 

Much love, 

*4*m!G$Y! 7ks! 

Lit P r i n t i n g I n Chi le! 
Encouraging poaibllltiei of Printing the Lit 4 obttlning • Government Printing Permit! 

From Ztehrl Longftflow: 
We wanted to answer your ques t ion . Dad, about the g o v ' t pr int ing permit 

here in Chile that you asked i n Mag #1,3, p . 2 9 . Aa you can imagine, we're been 
g e t t i n g a l o t of f i r s t -hand experience hora in Chile s ince "To Be or Not to Be" 
oaae out as to what you can or c a n ' t do as f a r as pr int ing A l l t n e s a i n g l 
Thanks again for your good counsel at waking us a l l up to ge t back on the wal l ! 
The November l i t 4 soul a t a t t here hare been very encouraging * the Christmas 
l i t oaae Just in time tto we could pr in t more a f t e r running out on the l a s t pro* 
Jaet l Hall A pr in t ing of over 200,000 Christmas Letters has jus t been com -
p le ted Be i s now ready f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n ! Everyone i s ££ e x c i t e d , tfce U f a 
going g r e a t , the people are so r e c e p t i v e ! Donations are a l s o good, averaging 
about 5 pesos (12e/ 03 per p i e c e ) ! Chi l e ' s pretty rich on a Latin American 
standard A can afford to pay f o r the l i t j 

Back to the Gov't pr in t ing permit: I t ' s ac tua l ly quite s imple. You just 
need to f i l l out a l i t t l e form a t the "lntendencia" ( l i k e "City Hal l ' ' ) . On 
the form you write your name, address , tne name of your pub l i ca t ion , frequency 
of p r i n t i n g , d i r e c t o r of p u b l i c a t i o n . Then, on another page, you must explalm 
the purpose of the p u b l i c a t i o n . For our type of milky l i t , a l l you need to do 
i s wri te "Difusion de l a Pe" ("Diffusion of the Fa i th* ) , then include 2 photo-
copies of the l i t * I t ' s a very standard procedure that usual ly takes no more 
than 15 minutes . 

Some cautious pr in ters are asking us to have the government stamp i t ' s OK 
on the l i t before t h e y ' l l pr in t I t , but most don't even bother aeklng when 
they aee that I t ' s gospel l i t . Like Jonathan said in h i s l e t t e r , most prln -
t e r s ask no ques t ions , but f o r the few that do, i t ' s very easy to ge t permis­
s i o n . POl 

The information in our report about the l i t law being enforced by Impri­
sonment ia true , but appl i e s only to p o l i t i c a l l i t , of course! Again "Know 
Your Meat" d e f i n i t e l y appl i e s here! There was a l i t t l e t ightening up by the 
gov' t against l i t In general because of p o l i t i c a l l i t being printed up I l l ega l ­
ly A d i s t r ibuted DTD by l e f t i s t s . But as long as we use wisdom A work A coun­
s e l together we should have no problem print ing or d i s t r i b u t i n g our inoffen -
s i r e l i t ! We pray that you enjoyed the video we sent you, aa we r e a l l y wanted 
to express our f e e l i n g about the "To Be or Hot X,r> Be" Letter A want to l e t you 
know that the 9.A. Controversy i s over, by God's grace! 

Your "Too Many Cooks" message was p e r f e o t l y timed for us here in Chi le! 
With 255 Fsnily members here now (at l a s t count!) A 165 of them bunched up in 
Santiago A 57 in Vina de l Mar (only 2 hours away), we r e a l l y needed to break 
up the blob! Boy, your Letters sure have a way of sockln' i t to us A g e t t i n g 
things done! We held an e**tgeney NACM (National ACM) with a l l the* LASs A DASe 
In Chile to talk about decentra l i s ing^ pioneer ing , A the Reception Home, among 
other th ings . I t was super insp ir ing A. everyone i s raring to "go"! We're in ­
cluding a Chile info sheet which we're sanding out to a l l tne Hones here , a l s o 
to the BB's A brethren planning to come! This weekend w e ' l l be making a BP«* 
c i a l video on Chile for tnose who plan to come. This could be enown to the BB 
fami l i e s in the States A Europe, to inspire them to come down, ins truc t tnem 
ss to wnat to bringp e t c . I t ' s mainly going to c o n s i s t of interviews with 
those wno have recent ly arrived «x can share t h e i r t i p s A tes t imonies . We 

prey t.ni-s can be a real s e r v i c e to i n s p i r e A inform our brethren up north! PGI 
rfo! re a l so praying about s e t t i n g up a Reception jjgjw as you suggested l a 

trie new Let ter , Although Valparaiso was mentioned as the place to have i t , we 
t e l l e r * you would agree that Santiago la the actual c en ter . Sometimes 
Valparaiso looks more important on the maps than i t r e a l l y i s . I t i s the main 
port of Sant iago, but Santiago i s where the Internat ional Airport i s A where 
a l l the brethren (so far ) have arr ived . Santiago i s the major c a p i t a l A trans­
por ta t ion , commercial, A banking center aa you emphasised severa l times i n the 
Letter t s being the i d e a l l o c a t i o n for a Heception Home. 

tfe want you to know that we completely share your burden f o r a Reception 
Home] Imagine! In the l a a t 3 months alone here i n Chi le , we're almost 
doubled in Family members! From 130 members A 26 Hcmea i n July to 2$5 members 
A U0 Homes at present! I t ' s been tru ly miraculous how the Lord's helped us i n 
absorbing a l l these people with r e l a t i r e l y few problems! Thanks mostly to the 
cooperation of the brethren here who're been putt ing seine up f o r a day, a week, 
or • month;! Most everyone has been super-cooperat ive , OB'M! I f anything, 
eTeryone's been pre t ty l e n i e n t A charging the new a r r i v a l s rery l i t t l e , or 
nothing! I t ' s been a rea l uni ted Family e f f o r t , but we do b e l i e r e the time 
ha« come to s e t up something more permament, l i k e a Reception Home, that could 
handle the coming in f lux of brethren in a more organised fashion A get them 
out to where the need la before they get too s e t t l e d down in the c a p i t a l . Up 
• t i l now, t h i s has been pre t ty much the way i t ' s been! 

A new family arr ives from the States or iflurope who know rery l i t t l e Spa-
r.leh. They get picked up at the a irport A brought to a Home that has an ex­
tra room A o f f e r s i t . They s t a r t spending their landing fund on food A 
helping out in tne Home. They s t a r t to r e a l i z e they can ' t continue to spend 
toe aoney they brought, A immediately beg in looking f o r housing while they 
s t i l l have enough*to pay one month's rent A one month's depoelt (usual ly in 
the neighborhood of $1,000) A end up rent ing a house or a p t . i n Santiago, 
(or reoently in Vina del Mar aa w e l l . ) 

^ So, to make a long s tory shor t , .we d e f i n i t e l y do need a Reception Home A. 
ujwe're looking into the p o s s i b i l i t i e s r igh t now, 3 b 7 a r i h d i f f e r e n t eouplea 
^ a r e praying about becoming tlieHJi Shepherde. When they t o l d us t h i s , we en­

couraged them to write to yoffvejr you suggested, with information about them­
s e l v e s , the f i e l d , recommendations, e t c . We'd lore to work together with who-
ejrer. i s chosen as I t would be a tremendous blessing" to share tne r e s p o n s i b i l i ­
t i e s with another couple . As more people come to Chile & as they spread out 
in to the smaller c i t i e s , our job requires a l o t more prayer, t ime, A e f f o r t . 
Our x i f 1 t i n g area now inoludes Vina, Sant iago, A Coneepcioh, the centra l sone 
whioh doesn' t require much t r a v e l l i n g (the g r e a t e s t d is tance i s from Vina to 
Conoepcion whioh Is only 10 hours by b u s ) . But aa the brethren spread out to 
the c i t i e s in the north A south, our v i s i t i n g area w i l l cover orer 3,000 kma. 
from Arlca In the north to Puerto Montt in the south. The i d e a l would be to 
base out of Santiago which i s 2 ,050 kms from arlca (36 h r s . by bus) A 1,050 
kms. from Puerto Montt (19 h r s . by bus ) ! But the d i s tances are so g r e a t , we'd 
r e a l l y need to have a good oouple help us by running the RH. Do you know of 
any V3s headed our way? We a l s o have several capable couples here who hare 
offered the ir s e r v i c e s . 

We plan to leave our present Home In Vina de l Mar on Dec. 15, then look 
f o r a KH in Santiago, which, DV, we'd have s e t up to rece ive brethren by 
January, 1982. J 

Well, I guess t h a t ' s about a l l for now. We hope A pray we can be a help 
4 s trength to you both A serve our precious Family in the bes t way p o s s i b l e ! 

Getting Back On The Track? 
Gods loving dealings with a prodigal daughter bring new life for Him! 

PTL! til!Ob i, UtQrmJ.i?" 4. P T r ' ^ ; " " r ' 

From Elisabeth Scribe; Cantral America: 
HOW I LOVE YOU BOTHI-There is so 

much on my heart I want to share with you & 
to really be reunited with you once again in 
heart & spirit as I haven't been able to for 
years because of my bitterness & hardness 
•gainst the Holy Ghost & what God's Spirit 
had tried to do in my life. 

I GUESS IT BEGAN AS A CHILD as I was 
raised in an atmosphere of bitterness 81 spiri­
tual hardness. My father was a carny (the 
manager of a carnival) in the summer & a pro­
fessional card dealer in the winter. From what 
I can gather, he probably died as a bum in the 
streets of Seattle, although I never saw him 
after age 5. My mother was very bitter as her 
mother died in bed with her when she was 13 
(my grandmother had also lived a life of bitter­
ness.) She (my mother) set on to marry an 
spileptic at age 15, had my half-brother at 17, 
4 was then forced to give him up because she 
M S declared an unfit mother in a nasty court 
trial. She married three more times, always 
seeking some happiness for herself, but never 
finding it & becoming more & more bitter as 
the years went by. 

ALTHOUGH I RECEIVED JESUS WHEN 
I WAS 12, by the time I was a teenager I was 
•bout as hard, cynical & bitter as you can get. 
And it's only a miracle of God & your over­
powering love that I was able to come to the 
Family at all. 

RIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING THE 
LORD BEGAN TO TRY & WORK ON MY 
HEART to remove this bitterness 81 hardness 
of spirit, but I resisted every step of the way. 
And the real blow (or so I thought because 
of my warped outlook) was when you, through 
God's Spirit, put me together with Abdon. I 
was really openly angry with the Lord & to 
totally rebellious (remember when you hit 
me with your cane at the "Get It Together" 
lesslon?). 

I WAS SO MAD Si REALLY HARDEN­
ED MY HEART, and that was to be one of 
the many times that I left the Family, always 
for the same reason. But during those three 
months out of the Family, the Lord kept 
showing me how much He loved me, whereas 
because of my bitter outlook, I had been expec­
ting Him to be out there waiting for me with a 

big stick, practically ready to strike me dead the 
minute I walked out the door. 

SO I CAME BACK 81 THE LORD GAVE 
ME A MEASURE OF VICTORY and, PG. He 
was able to use me somewhat for several years. 
But never as He had planned because that root 
was still there, & It always started growing again 
sooner or later. That's why, when I came to see 
you in the Ark in Oklahoma, I wasn't able to 
receive from the Lord's Spirit the wonderful 
things He wanted to give me. Si I'm sure why 
you never invited me back. Bitterness just 
doesn't permit you to receive any of the Lord's 
blessings or to see things in their proper perspec­
tive. 

THEN I SPENT SO MANY YEARS WITH 
JETHRO & we were really a sad pair, although 
the Lord did use us to do some good. Things 
got progressively worse as the years went by 
(Jethro & I were very close & I really loved him 
& still do. I pray someday the Lord will be able 
to breek his heart & set him free from the terri­
ble self-imposed bondage he is under.) I remem­
ber one time I was trying to comfort Jeth about 
something he was going through & he said, 
"Honey, don't you realise there's something 
wrong with me-that Dad will never trust me!" 
And I thought to myself, "Oh, oh-the same is 
true of me & Jeth & I are both in the same 
boat (Js prob: He didn't trust me or Letters!I 

AS TIME PASSED, PARTICULARLY TO­
WARDS THE END OF OUR TIME IN EUR­
OPE, we became real partners In crime, as Jeth 
always used material things to assuage his grief 
Si help him forget he was resisting the Lord. I 
freely partook of it all since I was resisting the 
Lord, too. I'll never forget standing on the bal­
cony of our apartment in Paris in 1975 & feel­
ing like jumping off, I was so miserable. I had 
everything I had dreamed of in the World; nice 
apartment, plenty of clothes, the best food (V 
wine Paris had to offer-all provided by Jeth, 
811 couldn't have been more miserable. The 
only time either one of us had even a measure 
of happiness was when we were working to­
gether in the office, St those were the times of 
a feeling of most peace &V usefulness. 

UPON ARRIVING IN PERU, THE LAST 
VESTIGE OF OUR BALLOON POPPED as 
the civil war began between Jeth, Deb, Isaiah 
81 Joy. Bitterness lust took hold everywhere. 
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