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As told by Abel Ssaman

TUESDAY, THE BEGINNING the middle of an earthquake!

OF ANOTHER WORK WEEK ATTTL

OUR CAMPSITE. As usual it be- How comfortinga little bit of
be, as with light it helps | v SAID GOOD-BYE to the

gan with 8 morning meeting to light can
discuss the many varied aspects

of our life, continually seeking
ways to improve, so our hard-
working musicians can come
to a happy heavenly home after
their day’s work.

dren had gas bottles for their
heating, as the nights still get

a semblance of normalcy to re-
turn. We soon assembled 8 team  heip & immediately went to
to make sure everyone was OK  their van, fleeing the city towards
back & that all the families with chil-

was on stage singing “"Life isn't
worth living without You™ when
the earthgquake hit.

"THERE WAS A SUDDEN
JOLT, THE LIGHTS WENT our
& PEOPLE INSTANTLY
® FREAKED OUT, running out
the door into the open narrow
street, a perfect spot to be struck
by falling debris or buildings,”
Jeremish related. People just fol-
lowed their instincts, & that was

we had flashlights & candles. fogr, as there was no order.

JEREMIAH & JOAN CALM-
owner after offering him their
our safe campsite. Due to the

general panic on the streets, most
of the Athenians were slow to

WELL, THIS TUESDAY WAS cold here. We at the camp fared get 1o their cars, so the pair es-

DIFFERENT, as at our council
Paul emphasized the need for each how well until the stories of

one of our Homes to prepare our what was happening in Athens

contingency plans in case any

gpe of emergency should arise,
to maka sure our flee bags were

readyl Well, the Lord must have JEREMIAH & JOAN WERS

wanted to make sure we got the

pointl—

THAT EVENING A STRONG
EARTHOUAKE ROCKED THE
WHOLE ATHENS AREA all the
way down to our cozy campsitel
With its epicenter in the Gulf of
Corinth, it hit hard, 6.8 on the
Ritcher scale, supposedly the
same magnitude of the killer
quake that struck Italy not long
ago, only this one lasted for only
one-fourth the time, TTL!

MOST OF US WERE IN THE
LARGE TENT WATCHING A
VIDEO MOVIE “Marooned”.

It was a tense part in the plot, at
the height of a hurricane where
they were trying to lsunch a rescue
rocket in strong winds. As the
tension of the film mounted, the
ground under our feet began to
movel Both Jeremy & Michazel
thought someone was shaking
their chairs.

BUT WHEN THE ELECTRICI-
TY WENT OFF & THE
GROUND CONTINUED TO
MOVE, we realised we were in

wel & Maria were also there,

been witnessing to. Jeremia

with a German girl they have

An Athans newspaper photo shows tha s
“a gity 15 tha most dangarous place In tha
of & disaster...1" ("Fles Bag" No. 386.87.)

quite well & we didn’t appreciate caped the mad traffic exodus that

followed & drove slowly to avoid
losing control if the ground

reached us! should shake again.
MEANWHILE IN ATHENS, MANUEL & MARIA, MEAN-
TIME, FIRST HAD TO SEE

PERFORMING AT ACLUB on THEIR SHEEP SAFELY HOME

a narrow street of a downtown
Athenian neighbourhood. Man-

& were caught in the watfic jam
that followed, as thousands were
along fleeing a city dark & destitute
without lights. TTL they finally
arrived safely home in the early

gt il ! >

h

ftermath of the quakel—
weorld tobe in any kind

morning hours!

PAUL & MARIANNE WERE
AT THE HOME OF OUR SAC-
RIFICIAL WORKERS AT THE
MAIL MINISTRY HOUSE. 1t
is quite a precarious spot, with
the house being built on stilts!

At the first tremor they immed-
fately turned to the Lord in des-
perate prayer & tongues as the
quake made quite 8 loud rumb-
ling noise & immediately knock-
ed the lights out. If ithad lasted
any longer, it could have consid-
erably damaged the house. As it
was, it left its mark—a 5-cm. crac
in the walls!

AFTER THE SECOND TR EM-
OR, an hour or two later, they &
long with most of our Mail Min-
istry staff fled the city taking
with them all their vital papers
& addresses of Club members
around the world. As Dad has
told us, “The most important
thing to protect is the work &
the Family, & first of all that

means your mailing list” {No.

253-2i1.)
ALL OUR RETURNING REF-

a.m. In the
k flocked to the sto

all the batteries, flashlights, gas  quake
ining the gasoli
pumps dry & nearly everything
they could get their hands on,

bottles, d

S A ol
Atnens newspapar pholo shows Survivorn of the quake 364
“Theds are the ones that we nesd 1o ba pray

'.
king refuge
ing sbout &

inusl helper, happened to

ing people
res buying up  be on the “throne™ when the

hit. Poor Solo Touch-
gy = ) was

stone |
alone in the studio reading the

new Mag about contingency

a5 tremors continued throughout plans when the lights went out
the day—over 200 in a 24-hr.

period!

WHEN JEREMIAH ARRIV-
ED HOME HE SAID, “'| never
appreciated being mobile so
much in my life as nowl” To
see the hundreds of the poor on  THING TO THE TOWN OF
the streets trying to be warmed  CORINTH, which saw consider-
by their little fires with nowhere gble damage. Our Family there
prepared to flee to really broke

onhim. He put all the valuable
equipment on the floor to avoid
darnage & then sought solace
with the rest of the Family!
AND WE WONDERED IF
GOD WASN'T DOING SOME-

was recently taken to jail & com:
manded to stop their witnessing

UGEES FROM THE CITY OF  our hearts, as they are truly

ATHENS WERE AWED at the  sheep with no shepherd & don't  activities by the Orthodox

sight before them on the streets  know how to survive the s1orms  priests who scolded them while

of the city: at every corner peo-  of lifel It gave being mobile 8 jn jail. Since then they have fled
there. Well, the Lord never

ple sat around little fires to keep
warm, mothers with babies
wrapped in blankets, people
sleeping in cars. On the broad
avenues they were camped out
on the islands that separate the
lanes of traffic to be as far away

&5 they could from potential fall-

ing debris.

QUEUES FOR GASOLINE
WERE A KM. LONG! TTL we
had a full tank! Approsching

our campsite they were surprised

1o see people sleeping on the
beach, figuring that must be the
safest place to be. Our camp-
ground filled up overnight.

new significance.

THE ADVICE IN DAD"
TERS HELPED GIVE US
PEACE & CONFIDENCE

the world around us was freak-

ing out.

Home they knew to shut off
the water first, then the gas &

all the steps Dad has so diligently the
laid out for us (see "Flee Bag”),

& grab their fles bags & split!

What spiritual comfort we find
in *"He'll Care For His Own" &
now ‘‘Why Disasters” helps us

understand so much more how
perfect God's judgements are in

the long run!

GOD CERTAINLY HAS A

from
S LET- fails to vindicate His children!

THE MOST VALUABLE

while LESSON WE LEARNED THRU'

THIS EARTHQUAKE EXPER-

Evenin the Mail Ministry |ENCE lay in the contrast of how

panic literally reigned in the city,
yet tranquility was found with
igniers. Being mobile &
trusting the Lord was our best
form of survival, & thanks to Dad
for spelling it out so clearly for
us in the Letters, his years of ad-
vice & training toward us, & TTL
for keeping us so we can contin:
ue to reach the world with the
Gospel. As Dad said in "Why
Disasters”, “'lt's the ones left who

WHAT A CONFIRMATION
OF THE URGENCIES OF THE SENSE OF HUMOR, especially need to be pitied,” & it's our job
TIMES & the need to be prepar-  when you look at some of the 1o reach them now (Ez. 3:17-19).
funny situations he let some of  So we pray we can continue to

ed now, found in the Letters!
Another tremor came at 4:30
a.m. & another strong one at 7

us get into. Faithful Chris, our

classical guitarist, carpenter &

do so & be mobile, so we can sur-
vive to give the world the Gospel|




