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Keeping out of Trouble 
Stumbling-blocks 

Mishaps, Major and Minor: What to do 

Loss or theft 

P a s s p o r t 

T r a v e l l e r s ' 
c h e q u e s 

To avoid: Notify: Provide: 

Keep a note of the Police and nearest Passport number , 
passport number , consulate or details of your 

embassy. separate Irom the 
passport itself. 

travel plans and 
dates, photos of 
yourself. 

Ask for printed 
advice from 
issuing bank or 
authori ty; follow 
advice and keep it 
with you. Keep a 
note of the serial 
numbers of the 
cheques, separate 
from the cheques 
themselves. 

Police and issuing Details of issuing 
bank or local agent authority and if 
thereof; or to possible serial 
Thomas Cook or numbers of 
Wagon Lits office cheques, 
if issued by Cooks; 
or to nearest 
branch of 
American Express 
if issued by Amex. 

Credit 
cards 

Money 

Keep a note of 
card numbers and 
of the issuing 
company's 
address, separate 
from the cards 
themselves. 

Police and bank or 
issuing company 
(telephone, telex 
or cable from post 
office, large hotel, 
etc.) 

Police and nearest 
embassy or 
consulate; and 

Expect: 

T o be issued with 
an exit visa, an 
emergency travel 
document or 
emergency 
passport (for 
which there is 
usually a small 
charge). 

F rom American 
Express, during 
working hours, an 
rapid refund: 
or from Avis, at 
weekends and in 
an emergency, a 
loan of up to 
SUSlOOfor 
American Express 
cheques or, with 
some delay, 
replacement 
cheques from any 
other issuing body. 

Old card to be 
cancelled to avoid 
fraudulent use; 
eventual 
replacement 
issued. 

Loan from 
consulate or 
embassy in an 
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Money 

Luggage 
a n d 
Valuables 

Vehicle 
d o c u m e n t s 

Notify: 

telex bank asking 
them to authorise 
a local bank to 
issue money to 
you. 

Don't leave Police and 
vehicle unlocked! insurance 

company. 

Take with you a 
copy of your 
insurance 
certificate. 
Air Travel: 
Take out extra 
insurance, 
available from 
travel agents, as 

Police and 
manager of hotel, 
campsite, etc. 

Copy of your 
insurance 
certificate. 

Airline personnel 
within four hours 
of arrival. Ensure 
that they fill in a 

carrier's liability is 'loss or damage' 
limited. Watch to form, 
ensure thai 
luggage goes on 
conveyor belt. 
Keep receipts. 

Keep a full ;et of Police 
photocopies of 
driving licence, 
insurance 
document (green 
card or 
equivalent), 
registration book, 
bail bond and 
other documents, 
separately from 
originals. One 
option: get an 
International 
Driving Permit 
(from motoring 
organisations) and 
take this with you 
instead of your 
driving licence. 

Details of 
driving 
licence; 

photocopies 
of relevant 
documents. 

Expect: 

emergency (a small 
charge is made for 
this service, 
payable later) and 
your passport to 
be surrendered as 
security. Money 
cabled out to a 
Third World 
country takes at 
least two weeks, 
and persistent 
enquiry at the 
receiving bank. 

To be issued with 
a note of 
confirmation by 
police. 

Carrier to find 
luggage within 
three days; or to 
pay compensation, 
which, on 
international 
flights, is based on 
weight, not value. 

To be issued with 
a note of 
confirmation by 
police; in some 
countries a 
temporary 
replacement of 
your driving 
licence to be 
issued by the 
national 

automobile club 
on provision of 
details of your 
licence. 


