“HANDYMAN HINTS!"-~By Dave--Ha, 6 FaMILY SERVICE w0, 97
-E ires, Water Conservatiom, Plumbing, Washing Machines & Doora.

BES—USE & PREVERTICHT~-By Dad & Dave

L. % %UATS HaD US BURN OUR PAPER TRASH IN
THE F ACE of the living room during co
weather because it helped add to the warmth of
the house. He told us, "Burn the trash in the Even plastics will burn, & their smoke {s very
fireplace. poisonous &f you happen to breathe it. This is
2. “THIS CONSERVES ENERGY, HELPS KEEP THE HOUSE why so many people die in fires nowsdays, from
W, & 54V » because It saves heating smoke inhalation, because so much plastic is
oil--for you, not the Arabs. ALl the years used in homes & buildings. (Pt Aren't light
we've had a handyman with us & years before that bulbs dangerous?) Yes, light bulbs will blow
when I was doing it, we always buened our trash up, explode & scatter glass all over.

in the fireplace, or the furnace if you've got 10. "IF YOU'RE THE TRASHMAN IT'S UP TO YOU to
the kind of furnace that can use wood or coal. make sure you don't throw something in that's
But if you've got an oifl or gas furnace that has going to blow up In your facel Boy, I was al-
a special burner you better not start throwing ways the trashmsn at ocur house when I was

Junk in on top of ift--you're apt to cause young, & I was very careful what 1 put in when
trouble.” I had to burn the trash.

3. WHERE GARBACE COLLECTION SERVICE IS NOT G 1l. "ANY KIND OF BOTTLE, PARTICULARLY GLASS
YOU CAH SA) {i] URH TRASH by having separate BMEE; gﬂEE Lﬁ\\‘g THE IE ON %lﬁ EE THROW
trash cans in the Kitchen--one tor wet garbage & IT AWAY You screw the top back on at a.

one for dry, burnable items. Then burn the burn- tight there’s nothing but alr in {t, & then if
able trash at least once a day. it gets accidentally thrown in the fire it can
4. DAD WOULD OFTEN REMIND US TO WARM THE HOUSE explode, Just from the expansion of the alr.
Eiﬂs WAY HE MORNING OR EVENING. "First thing When it gets hot it expands & £f the bottle's
n you get up in the morning burn the trash. not strong enough it will explode, blow Lt
Last thing at night before you go to bed is also apart & you'll have glass flying all over the
& good time to burn the trash. Just be sure you livingroom. Even toothpaste tubes can be dan-
don't sat the house on fire or the furniture, It gerous if you leave the lid on it. That Llead
will help keep the house warm during the night & won't burn anyway, so you might as well not

help warm it up in the morning. try te burn it.
5. “IT'S BEST TO BURN IT TWICE A DAY. If you 12."IT TAKES A LITTLE LOWGER & IT'S A LITTLE

will explode in the fire. The safest thing to
do is separate everything that won't burn=-
cans, bottles, batteries, Jarm, ink peng.==

™3 buren It wice a day then you will never have too MORE TROUBLE, BUT IT SAVES A LOT OF TROUBLE. -
B much, If you wait "til the end of a week or two You usually have to stay on your knees in
you'll have s mountain of trash in the backyard. front of the fireplace while you go through
1t saves money, saves hsat, Saves energy, saves each basket & pull out the trash by hand.
fuel, & the folks who get up early in the morn= 13. "PULL OUT A HANDFUL, LOOK WHAT YOU'VE COT
ing will sppreciate you because you helped get [N YOUR HAND, make sure there afe no bottles,
the house nice & warm." cans, batteries, explosives, plastics, bulba.
6. HE WOULD ALSO INSTRUCT LS TO PUT Ohl Pull i out of the wastebasket & throw it in
OVER THE IER 3o that as it burned down the log the fire handful by handful. That's the best
would catch on fire & burn to nice warm cosls. Way to burn it anyway--little by little."
Dad always csutioned us not to make a big roar- L4, YOU SHOULD BE SURE YOU HAVE A zliéﬂsy_::
ing fire, but usually just ene or two logs, just SCREEN IN FRONT OF THE FIREPLACE TO PREVENT
enough to keep the house warm, One good reason 5H onte furniture & TUgs.
i3 becsuse logs were Quite expensive where we If you do it at night, be careful that you
were. Lighting a fire s much cheaper than run- wait until it's well burned, maybe only a few
ning an electric heater, but the expense can little glowing coals or something, before you
really run up Lf someone throws on too many logs.leave it! Be sure it's all burned & it's not
7. “DON'T DO LIKE MY BOYS, they brought all the going to pop out on the carpet after you're
wastebaskets In the house & dumped them all in  gone & catch the carpet & then the house afire!
the fireplace. They crammed the fireplace full So it's always wise to keep & screen In front
of trash & nearly burnsd the house down! They of the Fire, because you might even throw some=
put too much in the fireplace at once & it got thing In that would pep, even small things.
too hot & they were scattering the whole nelgh- Even some kinds of wood explode & throw embers
bouthood with hot ashes & sparks coming out the out on the carpet.™
chimney & neighbours complaining. It's a good 15. ALSO, é;'i A VERY GOOD IDEA TO HAVE A SET
way to start somebody else's house on fire, put OF FIREPLACE T by the fireplace, such as &
it all In the Fireplace at once & strike s match.poker (a long lron rod), a small fireplace
8, "JUST PULL OUT OME HANDFUL OF TRASH TO PUT shovel & s fireplace brocm, Usually you can
IN THERE, light a match & start It golng. Then get a little set like that fairly cheaply In a
take out your next handful & throw that on top hardware store. You'll need thess te halp con=
of It, handful by handful. That way you make trol the fire & to clesn up.
sure you don't put anything in there g_h.y', go~ 16. BEFORE YOU LICHT THE FIRE YOU MEED TO BE
ing to blow up in your face. THAT THE FLUE 15 OFEN ON THE CHINNEY. The
. TALWAYS BE CAREFUL TO SEPARATE ROTTLES, CANS flue is a metal gate ch most c y3 have
F’LAS G DATTERLES. Flnlll.l.lhl: hntu;{:.:““ . tf cnnt:n the ing up & our
"HANDYMAN HINTS1" Tage 3
& water {s to be used strictly for drinking or was no Float valve & the tank filled when clty
cooking! These are the exsct measures that Dad pressure was high. So we found {r nacessary to
had us take in Tenerife as we learned to live place a speclal float=valve on the top that
with our water shortages. threw a switch when the water level came up to
33, IF YOU DOK'T REALISE YOU HAYE A TANK & THE che top, & this switch turned on a bell In our
WATER 15 CUT OFF & you continue to use Water house which would alert us when the tank was
Tom the tank at ths rate you would normally use full. Sometimes the bell wouldn't ring until 2
cl:‘r water, your tank will soon be empty & or 3 in the morning, but at least we knew we
you'll be in a desperate condition somedsy when had water! You'll never sppreciate what a
there's nothing to drink & wash in. Learn les- priceless cosmodity water is uncil you have
sons now sbout conserving water before Lt hsp- none, so start storing today:
ens! 41, DAD MADE HE THE "WATER OFPICER" DURING
34, MAKE SURE THE WATER TANK 15 KEPFT !rll}:. DUR- THESE EMERGENCIES, & 1 was to go around & warmn
ING NORMAL CITY WATER PERLODS so you have wa- everybody that we were in a crisls. 1 was the
ter when you need it. Hake sure it's covered so only one allowed to flush a tollet & deter=ine
bugs & dirt don't contsminate it. If it's dirty, when it needed to be flushed, believe it or
empty it & scrub inside it with powdered cleans=not, & [ had to keep a close eye & was respon-
er & & brush. finsg it out real good & fill it sible for how & how much water was used.
up sgaln, Sometimes while using our tank water  42. YOU'D BE ED AT HOW MUCH A DRAIPPING
in Tenerife we would have bowel troubles & stom- FAUCET WILL WASTE WATER. A trickling faucet
sch pains because the water was dirty, but as eft on In the garden will soom empty your
soon as wa cleaned out the tank real well Just tank! So these acte things to watch for!
one time, we didn't have that trouble any more. 43. IF YOU MAVE A HOUSE WHERE YOU ARE FAIRLY
35, IF YOU LIVE IN AN APARTMENT OR A HOUSE THAT PERMANENT YOU WIGHT CONSIDER ADDING A TANK OR
DOESN'T HAVE A TANK & you're informe at your 'r_ﬁ. 1t's not that difficult & you might be
water i sbout to be cut off, you probably able to get the help of & plumber to inastall
should fi1l up your bathtub & every sink & pet 1f, Juat resember, = water crisis gcag happen &
& pan in the house so you'll have s survival probably will happen te you scme time.
water aupply. ; 44, ONE COUPLE TELLING ME RECENTLY DURLI
36. OME METHOD NC WATER 15 QUR VISITS that they were in a Home where
LAAGE PLASTIC GARBAGE CAN, the type with a lid &there was a general strike & city water was
metal h es which clamp the Lid securely on. cut off for a long period of time. The water
na Line this large garbage can with a large plastic that some of the brethren had stored had not
b=} bag. FiLl the bag 9/10 full of water, seasl it  been checked & when they tried to uae it it

closed with a little plece of wire, & put the was foul, totally bad. It was extresely incon=
top on the garbage can. You can store many, many venlent for them to have to go out of the
titers of water In this manner. Then if your wa- house & find water & bdring it back, so check
ter does go bad or moldy you can very easily your water!

change by just dumping out the water, throw out &5, IN ANOTHER WE WERE VISITING WE ASKED

14 (IOTHER LOME WE WERE VISITING WE ASKED
the old plastic bag, & stsrt the process again. IF THEY HAD A STOCK gE SURVIVAL WATER & they
said "Yes", We asked how much & they sald §

37, USUALLY THE COMHERCIALLY-SOLD PLASTIC 10
ITER WATER .Ji WITH A S! H_ARE HOT liters! There wers & number of sdults there,

because thay gather mold & sometimes you end up 50 we had to remind them that it takes about a
throwing the whole thing awaey. Liter glass, liter a day per person to survive. So they cer-
Juice Jars you can f1l1l & store In a Gabinet or tainly needed more than that! If thera is aver
3some obscure place are even better than that. an emergency & food & water are scarce, you
When you're storing water make sure the Julce should slow down your activity to decrease
Jars are very clean & try to fill them right to your necessity for food & water.

the top with water 3o that there's oot so much (AECELCAREGS ROTES ON VARTGUS TOPICE]
air with bacteria that can cause the water to go t

ELUHALNG
bad. 46, SAID TO BE R X L YOU'RE
FACTOR: REMEMBER W WORKING ON ANT KIND OF PLUMBING, especially

38, ANOTHER IMPORT,

STORE J. WEIGHS A LOT. & liter of old plumblng. It can be very risky becauss
water weighs about one kilo, so if you have 100 you're likely to end up with more trouble than
liters of water stored, it weighs something Likeyou alresdy have!

100 kiles! 5o be careful how you distribute the 47. EXAMPLE, 1P YOU'RE TRYINGC TO FIX 4

welght ‘on shelves. DRIPPING PIPE JOINT, THE PIPE CAN BREAX OFF at
';l-"n ml_.l‘,'ﬁ SOME WATER CRISIS EMERCENCY &  the wall or in the floor or in the wall some-

AVEW T STORED ANY Hﬂ;li then you should where whers the threads are rusty & the parts
lmmediately drain the water from the plpes into

are corroded together. Should you exert some
pots & pans before other people In the bullding force on these parts they can burat. 50 unless
do the seme! Make sure lomediately that no you ace a plumber & know what you'te doing,
tollets are [lushed because there are many

don't touch Qtl!
liters of water In the tank part of & tollet! 48, 1P YOU Jo 1PES ETHER YOU REALLY
During a wat~r emergency you cannot flush the

HAVE TO KNOW WHAT YOU RE DOLNG, It's an ort &

toilet very much, just the minimys possible. Yyou need the proper materlals, one of which Ls
H:eéu;:ou).:k HOUSE THE WATER TANK WAS DISTANT & & speclal pasty material, plpe jolnt compound,
oT

WHEN IT WAS FULL because there that you put on the thresds before joining the

the chimney, & so the chimney can be closed of f to keep warm.

in cold weather to prevent cold air from enter- 25. IF YOU DON'T HAVE A FIREPLACE BUT YOUR ]
ing. Usually there is a handle on the lnslde of HOUSE B NG » AEU=
the chimney & you can get down on your hands & ally in the basement, you can also burn selah
knges & look up the chimney with a flashlight Lf trash & dry paper trash there. Just open the
you have to, to be sure that it's open, before little door on the furnace & feed it in a lic-
lighting a fire, Lf you don't do this you might tle at a time. There's usually a little venti-
end up with the whole room or the whole house lator door on the bottom that you can use to
filled with smoke. regulate the fire.
17. DAD 15 ALWAYS VERY SENSITIVE & CAUTIOUS 26. IF YOU "T HAVE A FIREPLACE OR SULTABLE

"THE VENTILATION DF A HDOM, You need to be FURNACE YOU CAN ASK THE MENW AT A CON
en you light a fire,

espac
& always have & door or window slightly open e & most open part of
when you have & fire in the house because s fire your yard, clear of trees, bushes, clothes-
will consuma oxygen out of the alr, & you need Iines, etc. Puncture lot: of holes in the bot-
to raplenish it. tom of the drum, with hammer & pick, for exsm-
18, LF YOU HAVE A FIREPLACE WHICH YOU USE REGU- ple, then set the drum on several bricks up
ARLY YOU SHOULD CLEAN IT OUT EVERY SINGLE DAY off the ground so air can get In from the bote
before use. Lt makes a better fire & looks a lot tom to help burn. Wear thick gloves to toss
nicer. Be sure & clean up pfter yourself if paper in & use a long stick to stir paper &
you're building a fire & you drop leaves & twigs sshes, Cover the drum with a section of scresn=
all over tha floor. ing to keep ashes from flying out of the top.
19. IF YOU WANT TO CLEAN IT OUT BUT THERE 27. 1 GUESS THE MAIN THING IN BURMING TRASH
giLL 4 VEU WOT COMS, PRI 0T COILS. shoveT tha ot asher. Irko &,ﬂ@m
4 buckst of water & carry them outside, because 3 extremely conservative with material

if you dump hot ashas on the garden without cool-things., Why throw out paper or burnable items
ing them off first in a bucket of water, they if you live in a chilly or cold climate, when
could start a fire. you can use these to heat up your housel

20, ONE TIME SOME BOYS WERE A LITTLE CARELESS & 8. DAD HAS A \‘g: §!.'NS£:IYI SENSE OF SMELL,
THEY TOCK THE HOT ASHES OUT IN A PLASTIC BAG & & TE OFTEN HE'D HAVE US RUN 'SLDE HECK
put nto the garbage can. y thought the THERE WAS A when d smel H
ashes were cool emough, but a little while later bewsre of fire hazards in your Home & train

we happened to go out & f£ind that those ashes yourself that if you ever do smell ssoke, in-
had melted the rubber garbage can! So careless~ vestigate thoroughly! A fire could be caused
ness can be costly! by & tranaformer left plugged into the wall,
21, DAD WARNS MEVER TO LEAVE A FIRE UMATTENDED! or sn electrical short, or a carelessly cared-
An unatten ire could send out a spark & burn for flre, or many other causes, 3o you must be
up your house, & a fire which is not properly ad-very sware, especlally L1f your house is wood &
Justed to get encugh oxygen could stink up the could burn easily, You might check 50 times &
house with smoke, - find no fire, but it's better than not checking

22, USUALLY FIREPLACES COME WITH SOME KIND OF A & losing sverything—maybe & lifel

METAL GRATE or metal bara so you can place the 29. THIS le OHE REASON WHY THE CHECHLIST RE-
QUIRES Yi 0 _CHECK YOUR HOME DAY & NIGHT for
prevention of sccldents, break-ins & fire

¥ awars of this

wood or the materials up above floor lavel.
This 1s so that more oxygen can ger around the
wood & burn the materials becter. In order te
get a flre golmg, use some paper trash or crum~ there were an emergency & be
pled-up newspapers, then above that put some

kindling woed, Finer-chopped wood. Once that has 30.
begun to burn you can put on a log or two, to

burn for a longer tima. learned just how much we need & appreciste wa=
3. IF xgﬂ THROW ON 4 STACK OF PAPERS YOU MIGHT ter when it got cut off almost every day during
me but will find out certaln sessons because the water supply there
that the fire will eventually just go out & many changes often & ls scmetimes unrelisble.

of the papers will remain unburned in the center 31. CHECK ARQUND THE HOUSE TO SEE IF A STORAGE
of your stack, which can be dangerous Lf you're wATER TANK 1S INSTALLED M%E: & 1f so, see
trying to burn selah papers to get rid of them! [f there is 4 valve to turn off water going

50 you have to crumple up papers in your hand & from the tank to your houss. You should normal-
few at & time & then throw them on the fire. 1y keep this valve turned off so that if your
Somstises it's a very time-consuming Job to feed city water gous off, then you'll know when you
a fire In this menner, but worth it for secuclty gurn

on the tap & sse no water.
31. THEN BBﬁi OPENING YOUR TAMK VALVE TO USE
LTS WATER YOU NEED TO TAKE EMERGENCY MEASURES:

hazards. Consider now what you would do Lf
repared]

LOT OF LESSONS STORING
when we were in Tenerife. We

& comfort. .
2h. SURE NOT TO BURN HING THAT'S GOOD
IGH SE, For example, one time 1 was about Go around the house & turn off all tollets,

to put a board on the fire & Dad stopped me & make sure all taps are turned tightly off, &
sald It would be a good Idea to save all boards Inform everyone ln your house that you're in a
for little carpentry projects, even Little water crisis & there {2 to be no toflet flush-

s of d, & Ju £o 1 or trash ing, exceasive use of water or bathis
— - — — —_——— -
BANSYeAL RIS e
4 picces of pipe togithuer. This provents water GASHING HACHINES:

Trom leaking. Dad said LT you do have a leak, 3b. DAD SALD THAT SOMETIMES THESE OMATIC
especially in new plumbing, often the loak will WASHING MACHINES CAN BE WORSE THAN THE OLD
stop after a while because the sediment from the MANUAL TYFE that didn't have any controls &
water fllls up the little lecaks. So often new  Just ran as long a3 you stood there & did the
plumbing will repair itself, washing & had it turned on. But the dange af
%9. A LOT OF HOMES HAVE PROBLEMS WITH WATER the automatic ones is that you figure mo*. ing's
LEAKING AROUSD THEIR BATHTUB TILES. If you don'tgeing to go wreng with them, so you set them &
take care of this it can ruln the walls frem the go about your business, when they could burn
humidity seeping In & cavsing the wall to rot or themselves up if you don't psy proper attention:
Elake off. You can take care of this by going to 57. THIS HAPPENED TO US ONE TIME when our ma-
& hardware store & getting a tube of tile "seal-chine was loaded & turned on, & the little
er"”. Usually it comes in a tube & some types are pull-out lint fliter on the bottem front parct
clear, some are white. Just follow the instruc- of the machine had not been properly screwed
tions & apply it along the crack between the in. The machine was turned on & left running
tiles. while the people responsible went to a movie.
50. MANY HOMES KAVE A SHOUER B USE A 58, WMEN THEY COT HOME THEY FOUND THE BASE-
SHOWER CURTALN, but a shower curtain is really MENT FLOODED & DAD WAS EXTREMELY ANGRY. He
essential to hold the water inj otherwise the ound that the machine had been stuck on cne
water will cause a lot of damage to the floor & cycle & the water had been pouring right cut
walls, Be sure that whenéver someone takes a of the fillter hole & could easily have burned
shower that a window or door £s open a little up the machine! So he gave us a very stern
for ventilation, so that the humidity has some warning, & said that could have been a very
way to escape. In many Homes we've seen the expensive movie If the washer was ruined! If
paint begins to chip off the celling from all  we ever burned out another machine, like we'd
the steamy humidity from showers. done already once before, we'd do all laundry
51. REMEMBER THAT YOUR TOILET PLUMBING CAN BE by hand.
AULNED 5T PEGPLE TRTDN 10 FLISH 100 MUCH FAPER. 39. THLS 15 A G00D WARNING Tk 11 E-
DOWN. In out older houses Dad always made sure VICES AREN'T JUST LEFT & ASSUMED TO BE OPERAT-
there was & plastic bag-lined covered trash can ING, but should be ghecked regularly, 1f you
by every tollet, fo that everyone could Just puthsve an automatic washer (very easy to rent in
thelr small amount of used toilet paper & other simple models, by the way) you should check it
items In the trash can. every few minutes or 1/4 hour to be sure that
52. CONSIDERING THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT LIVE {t has gone from one cycle into the next pro=
N SOME OF OUR HOUSES, WE SHOULD RESTR THE perly. The filter needs to be cleaned regular-
AMOUNT OF PAPER FLUSHMED DOWM THE TOILETS. And pgly--at least after every I wash loads!
tampons 4re o be {lughd.glrf:l Wrap in paper 60, THE TEWARD [N YOUR HOME NE
& put into covered bathroom trash cans! We al- READ THE INSTRUCTION ROCK on automatic washers,
vays tried to take our the bathroom trash every or sny other device Like this, to be sure that
single day! Just take the bag out,tie the top & they are only handled in the correct manner &
take It out to your garbage can for sanltarv anyone viclating the rules should probably lose
reasons. Lf you leave these things in the 'rash thelr rights to use the machinery.
can for a dey or 2, they begin to fermen. » can 61, USUALLY CHO! MPLE, COLD WATE
really spread bacteria. Too much paper ir. the CYCLE TO ALWAYS USE FOR CLOTHING & one hot or
toilet can absolutely ruin toilet drajn pipes & warm wash cycle for towels & Linens, ALL the
clog them up & be extremely expensive to get re-women are instructed how to use the machlne but
paired, & can even ruln the operation of ceas- one steward Is put in charge of the care &
poals. schedule of the wash losds. Then Lf any prob-

53, : YOU CAN UNCLOG MOST DRAINS lems develop, better call the handyman!

WITH A DRATH-CLEANING POWDER. ATt P TOUDER Pot s cosrTe of . 2, DON'T BE SLOTHFUL ABOUT GETTING THAT LOAD
spoonfuls down the drain & add a Little water. OF WASH OUT OF THE MACHINE. You should know

It will generally eat away the globs of hair & about what time it'll be over & get the laundry
goop down in the pipes, then later , run &

out. Laundry left sitting wet in & warm house
stream of warm water down the drain.

or warm weather will easlly mildew. Quite often
54, CAREFULLY FOLLOW INKSTRUCTIONS ON THE CON- the stinky smell from mildew never comes out
TAINER. These types of drain cleaners are highlyof clothing!
toxlc & can cause serlous burns if they come in QILING DOORS:
contact with moist skin. Keep these well away 69, IN HOMES WE'VE LIVED IN DAD HAS OFTEW HAD
from the resch of children. You don't need to HE GO ARDUND OILING DOORS. If you have aqueaky
take apart the whole plumbing of the drainpipe doors you ought to oil them so not te disturb
in order to clean out the drain. others & to cut down on the nolse In your housc.
35, ADVISE EVERYOME IN YOUR HOME TO PULL HAIR If you take care of the litrle detalls you can
CAT OF THE DRAIN in tubs & lavatories after halrturn
washing, & try to use a small drain screen over “Building a howe, I reckon that's fun, because
the drain to prevent clogglng. Always throw halrit's a job that's never donel"-Edgar Guest.
4 draln garbage into the trazh, never down the
toilet, of it can vasily clog the toilet drain
pipes tos!

Edited by Sara Davidito & Justus Ashtree; Typed
by Abigail Warner.

our house into a Home, As Dad oiten quotcs:



