
ALTERNATIVES TO BANKS 

F i r s t of a l l , an i n d i v i d u a l can operate on a s t r a i g h t 
cash b a s i s - - even though t h i s i s d i f f i c u l t , o f t e n l e a v i n g 
a person open to r i p o f f s or the consequences of not having 
a c c e p t a b l e r e c o r d s . However, the concept does work. Most 
t r a n s a c t i o n s in the l a s t century were in c a s h ; i t ' s on ly 
been in the l a s t f i f t y years or so that people have gone the 
c a s h l e s s , c h e c k / c r e d i t card r o u t e . 

When u s i n g c a s h , one good safeguard i s to put the money 
in t r a v e l e r ' s checks of vary ing denominat ions . Then, i f the 
checks are s t o l e n or m i s p l a c e d , you can apply for new o n e s . 

Some banks w i l l provide a c u s t o a e r wi th f r e e checks i f 
he mainta ins an account of some kind wi th them. An i n d i v i d ­
ual d o e s n ' t have to use the account ; he can keep i t j u s t for 
the b e n e f i t s and for i d e n t i f i c a t i o n p u r p o s e s . I t i s not a 
bad idea to have s e v e r a l small accounts - - complete w i t h corre ­
sponding passbooks or checkbooks . This w i l l be a g r e a t h e l p 
i f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s needed to cash a check in an emergency. 

As an a id to going the cash r o u t e , use c a s h i e r ' s checks 
or money orders to pay b i l l s . This p r o v i d e s v a l i d r e c e i p t s . 
One th ing i s for c e r t a i n ; working on a cash b a s i s permits a 
person to know j u s t where he s t a n d s , whereas a checking account 
can turn i n t o a confus ing mess i f account ing procedures a r e n ' t 
s t r i c t . 

THE BANK SECRECY ACT OF 1970 

The Bank Secrecy Act - - o f f i c i a l l y t i t l e d the Currency 
and Foreign T r a n s a c t i o n s Reporting Act of 1970 - - r e q u i r e s 
d e p o s i t o r y i n s t i t u t i o n s t o mainta in c e r t a i n records and 
report s p e c i f i e d t r a n s a c t i o n s t o the government. In accord­
ance with t h i s law, the Treasury Department has i s s u e d the 
f o l l o w i n g r e g u l a t i o n s : 

1. Checks and o ther charges in e x c e s s of $100 must be 
microf i lmed and r e t a i n e d for f i v e y e a r s . (The $100 minimum 
was supposed t o make the procedure e a s i e r by e l i m i n a t i n g the 
vas t major i ty of c h e c k s . However, l o c a t i n g and r e r o u t i n g 
on ly those checks in e x c e s s of $99 proved so e x p e n s i v e t h a t 
most banks micro f i lm a l l c h e c k s . ) 

2 . F.ach f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n must f i l e a report o f 
each d e p o s i t , w i thdrawal , exchange of currency or o ther pay­
ment or t r a n s f e r , by, through, or t o such f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u ­
t i o n , which i n v o l v e s a t r a n s a c t i o n in currency of more than 
$ 1 0 . 0 0 0 . * p e n a l t y can r e s u l t from w i l l f u l f a i l u r e to report 
such t r a n s a c t i o n s t o the IRS ( w i t h i n 45 d a y s ) . Such r e p o r t s 
must inc lude the d e t a i l e d i d e n t i t y o f the person i n v o l v e d . 
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funds in amounts over $5 .000 e i t h e r in or out of the United 
S t a t e s . This s e c t i o n of the law r e q u i r e s an i n d i v i d u a l who 
merely " c o u n s e l s " another person t o t r a n s f e r such funds t o 
f i l e a r e p o r t . "This would seem to i n c l u d e the authors of 
books or n e w s l e t t e r s who adv i s e such t r a n s f e r s , " accord ing 
to Robert McBurney ("Why Your Bank Can't Keep A S e c r e t , " 
FEASOS magazine/October ' 7 8 , Box 40105, Santa Barbara, CA 
9310J, $15 per y e a r ) . 

I f you do most of your b u s i n e s s in town, pay in cash and 
get a r e c e i p t . Inconvenient as i t may b e , i t w i l l a s s u r e t h a t 
only you know what you are purchas ing . If you are i n t o any­
th ing t h a t could arouse s u s p i c i o n or h e a t , i t i s o b v i o u s l y 
worth t e pa ins to remain very p r i v a t e . 

MEXICO 

With regard to sa feguarding p r i v a c y , Mexican banking 
laws are s i m i l a r to t h o s e of S w i t z e r l a n d . Although Mexican 
accounts are not normally operated as "numbered" a c c o u n t s , 
there i s s e c r e c y . 

DON'T FILE AT ALL 

I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t more than 1 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 t axpayers are 
s imply not f i l i n g . They have j u s t deducted t h e m s e l v e s from 
the IRS r a t r a c e . With m i l l i o n s of people doing t h i s , the 
chances of the IRS t r a c k i n g you down are s l i g h t ; 

ROOM BUGS 

There are rad io t r a n s m i t t e r s so small that they can be 
concea led almost anywhere in a p e r s o n ' s home and remain unde­
t e c t e d . How do you know, for example, tha t t h e r e i s n ' t a bug 
behind the c o v e r p l a t e of one of the e l e c t r i c a l o u t l e t s ? There 
a l s o could be a bug f a s t e n e d behind the cover s h e e t o f a framed 
p i c t u r e or mirror . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o combat t h i s type of p r i ­
vacy i n v a s i o n . The b e s t s o l u t i o n I s s imply to never hold any 
important c o n v e r s a t i o n s indoors - - or in your c a r . I f you 
want to r e l a y some i n f o r m a t i o n , go o u t s i d e , wh i l e keeping a 
sharp eye out for p a r a b o l i c microphone pickup u n i t s . These 
i n t e r e s t i n g d e v i c e s can p ick up c o n v e r s a t i o n s at normal v o i c e 
l e v e l s from hundreds of f e e t away from the pickup p o i n t . In 
t h i s era of e v e r y o n e - a - v i c t i m , there i s no s e c u r i t y u n l e s s 
you want to l i v e in the middle o f the Grand Canyon; and, even 
t h e r e , pr ivacy may.be d i f f i c u l t t o a c h i e v e . T h e r e f o r e , t o p lay 
i t s a f e , keep your b ig mouth shut i f you are involved in any 
a c t i v i t y that could br ing down h e a t . 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT TIPS By Ben & Mirjam, 
SE Asia 

Proverbs t e l l s us t o , "Prepare thy work w i t h o u t . . . i n the f i e l d s , 
and afterwards bu i ld t h i n e house ." (PV 24:27) Thus, there comes 
a t ime , e s p e c i a l l y with l i t t l e o n e s , when y o u ' l l want t o put your 
e f f o r t s in to house-hunt ing . 

When searching for a house in Indones ia , you w i l l f ind t h a t , esp­
e c i a l l y the newer houses are modern and n i c e - l o o k i n g ; but i t i s 
good to keep an eye out for severa l f e a t u r e s t h a t could make your 
s t a y l e s s p l e a s a n t . Some fea tures such a s : drainage and v e n t i l ­
a t i o n can be a l t e r e d . Others , such as water supply and general 
l o c a t i o n are p r e t t y permanent and hard t o change! 

Modern Indonesian a r c h i t e c t u r e has been copied from the West— 
which i s not always s u i t a b l e to the Tropics . Such f e a t u r e s as 
low c e i l i n g s and big p l a t e - g l a s s windows w i l l keep the heat i n ­
s ide your house and make i t s t u f f y , V e n t i l a t i o n and a i r c i r c u ­
l a t i o n can be improved by exhaust fans and screen ing . 

Exhaust fans are s e t in the wall and suck out the warm a i r and 
rep lace i t with f resh a i r from o u t s i d e - - t h i s c r e a t e s an a i r c i r ­
c u l a t i o n ; as opposed to normal fans which simply push the s t a l e 
a i r around the room. Standing fans can a l s o c h i l l you when you 
are sweaty, and cause s i c k n e s s . Indonesians i n s t i n c t i v e l y avoid 
t h e s e . Exhaust fans can be bought for about 30 .000 Rp each new, 
or can be p r o v i s i o n e d . They are wel l worth i n s t a l l i n g . 

Screening w i l l probably be one of your f i r s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s here 
as not many houses are screened t o keep out mosquitoes and f l i e s . 
The sewers and drains are o f t e n open as are the p l a c e s where gar­
bage i s s e t out from each ind iv idua l house. So f l i e s breed 
everywhere! Remember what " Godl iness i s C l e a n l i n e s s " (#1031) 
says about f l i e s and mosquitoes . 

We had a porch area in our home which became very cool and p l e -
sant a f t e r i t was complete ly screened i n . This a l s o improved 
the v e n t i l a t i o n and a i r c i r c u l a t i o n i n the house. You may even 
want t o cons ider asking your landlord t o take out the p l a t e -
g l a s s windows and rep lace them with metal gr i l lwork ( t o prevent 

burglary) and then screen i t . 

Make sure your yard i s fenced o f f properly with a good, high 
bamboo fence and g a t e , o therwise you w i l l forever be having 
crowds of cur ious eyes looking at what you are doing in the 
house. 

Something that can be a l t e r e d in a new house i s the drainage 
from the k i t c h e n . Drainage g u t t e r s from the k i tchen you w i l l 
find here e i t h e r p a r t l y or complete ly uncovered. In order to 
avoid r a t s , cockroaches and a breeding place for mosquitoes , i t 
i s a good idea to cover the d r a i n s . Or b e t t e r y e t , to put in 
PVC p i p i n g . On the s t r e e t - s i d e opening, you could put l i t t l e 
metal bars or s trong wire mesh to l e t the water through yet keep 
the r a t s out . 

One of the f a c t s t h a t you w i l l want t o watch out for and which 
i s d i f f i c u l t t o a l t e r , i s your water supply and plumbing, i t I : 
best i f you have your own e l e c t r i c pump plus hand pump and inde­
pendent water supply or s t o r a g e , e s p e c i a l l y for emergencies and 
s u r v i v a l . Depending on the c i t y , water p i p e l i n e sys teMcan prove 
to be very u n r e l i a b l e . A l so , check f i r s t with the neighbors i f 
they have good drinkable water and a p l e n t i f u l supply. See that 
the wel l i s at l e a s t in meters from your s e p t i c tank t o avoid 
contamination of the drinking water. 

Check that the house has a s e p t i c tank and proper sewage system. 
During the rainy season be sure the s e p t i c tank i s emptied reg-
u lar ly and doesn ' t over- f low. Usual ly the p i p e l i n e s are small 
so be sure not t o put t o i l e t paper in the t o i l e t . Use a l » " e d 
trash conta iner i n s t e a d . Ask your prospect ive landlord where the 
sept ic tank i s and how t o empty i t . Some of the cheaper houses 
have sewage emptying r i g h t i n t o a canal behind the house, which 
i s extremely unsan i tary . 

When you are looking for a house, be sure to check the e l e c t r i ­
c i t y , as many houses 1 have a very low wattage. In the cheaper 
houses some are as low as 400 w a t t s . You can manage wUh 900 
watts , but u s u a l l y that i s not enough. If you want to i n s t a l l 
A/C, you may need as much as 5000 w a t t s . 
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