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There are two types of communications between i n d i v i d u a l s : 
personal and impersonal . Obvious ly , the g r e a t e s t degree of 
secrecy in any kind of communications e f f o r t i s a f forded by 
impersonal communications. However, to deve lop a workable 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , personal c o n t a c t must be made o c c a s s i o n a l l y . 

In making personal c o n t a c t with another i n d i v i d u a l , the 
meeting p l a c e and time should be v a r i e d . Obvious ly , two people 
g e t t i n g t o g e t h e r under General Sherman's s t a t u e in the park 
every o ther n ight at 9:00 o ' c l o c k would e v e n t u a l l y a t t r a c t the 
a t t e n t i o n of p o l i c e and c o u n t e r i n t e l l i g e n c e f o r c e s . 

Most meet ings should be he ld in the e v e n i n g , s i n c e i n v e s t i ­
ga t ive a g e n c i e s are i n c l i n e d to c o n c e n t r a t e t h e i r main e f f o r t s 
during regu lar working hours . 

Personal meet ings should be as short as p o s s i b l e . Good 
p l a c e s to meet would be in crowded s t r e e t s , parks , s p o r t s 
f i e l d s , r e s t a u r a n t s , t h e a t e r s , l i b r a r i e s and museums. 

When l e a v i n g home for a meet ing , the i n d i v i d u a l should 
check for s u r v e i l l a n c e . Often , t h i s i s d i f f i c u l t b e c a u s e , i f 
a person i s invo lved in some a n t i - c o r p o r a t e - s t a t e a c t i v i t y , 
the people watching him w i l l be w e l l t r a i n e d in t a i l i n g . The 
old movie c l i c h e - - where a person i s fo l lowed e i t h e r on f o o t 
or by a p l a i n l y v i s i b l e car - - i s h o p e l e s s l y out o f d a t e . 
Today, with modern equipment, an i n d i v i d u a l could be t a i l e d ; 
and the v i c t i m would p e r c e i v e no v i s i b l e e v i d e n c e . A l l the 
t r i c k s o f r i d i n g up and down e l e v a t o r s and loop ing c u l - d e -
sac s t r e e t s j u s t w i l l not work. For example, a person could 
have an FM t r a n s m i t t e r a t tached m a g n e t i c a l l y t o the bumper 
of h i s c a r ; h i s whereabouts would always be known . 

When meeting with someone you have never met b e f o r e , the 
i d e n t i t y of each should be confirmed by prearranged s i g n s and 
c o u n t e r s i g n s . This u s u a l l y takes the form of s imple q u e s t i o n s 
and answers . 

An opt ion to personal meet ings could be obta ined through 
the use of an in termediary , a messenger who would take o n e ' s 
p l a c e . These people do not n e c e s s a r i l y have to be invo lved 
in your p r o j e c t , s i n c e there are p a r c e l t r a n s f e r and n e s s e n -
ger s e r v i c e s in most c i t i e s . Lawyers, for example, o f t e n use 
fas t motorcyc le messengers t o t ranspor t documents from one 
point to another . 

IMPERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS 

These are d i v i d e d i n t o the f o l l o w i n g c a t e g o r i e s : 

DEAD DROPS 

A dead drop i s de f ined as a. p l a c e where mail and/or 
o b j e c t s are l e f t for pickup by another person . Dead drops 
are s a f e r than personal c o n t a c t in that there i s on ly one 
person i n v o l v e d a t the moment o f c o n t a c t or p ickup . Dead 
drops are more secure because the people invo lved need not 
even know each o t h e r . A l s o , there i s an advantage in the 
wide f l e x i b i l i t y o f time a v a i l a b l e with t h i s type o f com­
munica t ion . 

«M»i* ;tHO*f«. cP«e|t< t» ?da * Zyi„l „,,_ i e i . o n £ r u 8 
There are two t y p e s of dead drops - - s t a t i o n a r y and 

moving. The former can c o n s i s t o f prearranged l o c a t i o n s 
i n the dense f o l i a g e of some park, a c r e v i c e in a rocky 
g r o t t o , a hidden l o c a t i o n in a pub l i c b u i l d i n g , a baggage-
check ing l ocker or a hol low t r e e in some f o r e s t or wood. 
I t i s o f t e n a d v i s a b l e t o package the m a t e r i a l , l e t t e r or 
o b j e c t in some d i scarded i t em, such as an o ld b o t t l e , can 
or paper box. A s p e c i a l c o n t a i n e r can be prepared from a 
p i e c e o f o ld wood, a br ick or s o f t s t o n e . 

Moving dead drops can c o n s i s t of the common magnetic 
" h i d e - a - k e y " c o n t a i n e r . These c o n t a i n e r s can be i n s t a n t l y 
a t t a c h e d t o the bunper o f a bus l e a v i n g one terminal and 
p i c k e d up by the r e c i p i e n t in another c i t y . 

USE OF POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SYSTEMS 
_ B e s i d e s the convent iona l methods of c i p h e r s , c o d e s , s e c r e t 
" w r i t i n g and i n v i s i b l e ink, there are more p r o s a i c methods o f 
-"using above-ground communications. For example, stamps of a 

s p e c i f i c v a l u e or arranged in a c e r t a i n p a t t e r n can convey a 
message . The c o l o r and s i z e o f the enve lope can i n d i c a t e 
whether or not the c o a s t i s c l e a r . The type of s a l u t a t i o n or 
c l o s i n g , the i n i t i a l s used with the s i g n a t u r e and i n s e r t c l i p ­
p i n g s can a l l s i g n i f y something intended only for the r e c i p i ­
e n t s t o i n t e r p r e t . 

USE OF THE PRESS 
The United S t a t e s has about 2 ,000 d a i l y newspapers , 8 ,000 

w e e k l i e s and more than 7,000 magazines . Most g ive space to 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s and a l l kinds o f announcements. One of the sim­
p l e s t methods o f communication i s through the use of the "Per­
s o n a l " columns in d a i l y newspapers. Another c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
u s e f u l for c l a n d e s t i n e communications i s "Lost and Found." 
(This i s o f t e n free t o the u s e r . ) 

I t i s p o s s i b l e for persons on o p p o s i t e s i d e s o f the con­
t i n e n t to communicate through newspaper a d s . This i s because 
b ig c i t y papers are u s u a l l y a v a i l a b l e in l i b r a r y reading rooms. 

SIGNALING 
Object s i g n a l s can be as c l a s s i c as the l a n t e r n used t o 

warn of the a r r i v a l o f the B r i t i s h , "one i f by land and two 
if by s e a . " However, you do not need a l a n t e r n ; the p o s i t i o n 
of a s imple everyday o b j e c t , such as a t i n can under a bush 
in front of your house , could i n d i c a t e whether the c o a s t i s 
clear. 

SECRET COMPARTMENTS 

In t h e s e c h a o t i c t i m e s , s e e k i n g ways t o sa feguard your 
money i s not u n w i s e . S a f e t y d e p o s i t boxes o f f e r r e a s o n a b l e 
s e c u r i t y for g o l d , s i l v e r and o t h e r v a l u a b l e s - - but may be 
s u b j e c t t o c l o s u r e , p i l l a g e or c o n f i s c a t i o n i n the f u t u r e . 
However, w i t h c l e v e r c r a f t s m a n s h i p , t h e r e are a number of 
i n g e n i o u s a l t e r n a t i v e s , a c c o r d i n g t o David K r o t z ' s a r t i c l e 
in A QUICK COURSE 1» SARD-MONEY INVESTMENTS: 

1. A b a s e b o a r d , e s p e c i a l l y a s h o r t s e c t i o n which comes 
to an enbT at a corner or door jamb, can be p r i e d away from 
the w a l l and f i t t e d w i t h magnet ic or f r i c t i o n snap c a b i n e t 
f a s t e n e r s and f a l s e n a i l s ( f o r a more a u t h e n t i c a p p e a r a n c e ) . 
A h o l l o w e d - o u t s e c t i o n o f the w a l l behind the baseboard can 
c o n c e a l m o d e s t - s i z e d v a l u a b l e s . 

9. A h o u s e p l a n t l o c a t e d amidst numerous o t h e r s can con­
c e a l v a l u a b l e s e f f e c t i v e l y . Bu i ld a f a l s e bottom i n t o a p o t , 
a l l o w i n g f o r a p l a s t i c tube t o c a r r y o f f e x c e s s water through 
a h o l e d r i l l e d through the compartment. 

1 0 . Buried t r e a s u r e i s a f e a s i b l e p lan as long as the 
ground i s l e f t l o o k i n g u n d i s t u r b e d and you remember t o char t 
an a c c u r a t e map. 

4 . M i r r o r s , e s p e c i a l l y the f u l l - l e n g t h v a r i e t y on bedroom 
w a l l s and c l o s e t d o o r s , can s h i e l d h i d i n g p l a c e s . Easy a c c e s s 
i s p o s s i b l e by removing the top mirror tabs ( s m a l l 'L -shaped 
c o n n e c t o r s t h a t are screwed in at i n t e r v a l s around the mirror ) 
and s l i d i n g the g l a s s upward. 

6 . A l i g h t s w i t c h p r o v i d e s d e c e p t i v e s t o r a g e space w i t h 
easy a c c e s s and a minimum of " c o n s t r u c t i o n m e s s . " w i t h the 

a w a l l p l a t e . 
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