
Stops Acting & Starts Living-For Jesus 
From S h e l l y ; P u e r t o R ico : 

I T ' S RATHER HART. TO PaTHT 
AN ACCURATE PICTURE OF MY 
CHILDHOOD. U n t i l I was 9 I 
l i v e d a ve ry t y p i c a l l i f e 
in s u b u r b i a . My f a t h e r was 
a r i s i n g e x e c u t i v e ( we 
moved a number of t imes 
when he was promoted . 

WHEH 1 WAS 9 MY MOTHER 
DIED VERY SUDDENLY. £ a l l 
a t once our l i v e s crumbled 
around u s . We ( w i t h my 2 
b r o t h e r s £ 1 s i s t e r ) had 
l i v e d in a world where my 
mother r a i s e d u s , £ my poor 
sweet f a t h e r j u s t d i d n ' t 
know what t o do wi th us 
a f t e r she d i e d . 

THIS WAS AH EXTREMELY DIF-
f . c u l t p e r i o d in my l i f e 
t h a t d e f i n i t e l y s e t me a p a r t 
from a l l t h a t I had once 
f e l t s e c u r e w i t h . I remem­
ber r e a l l y t u r n i n g towards 
t h e Lord a t t h i s t i m e in 
a b s o l u t e d e s p e r a t i o n . 

^ HY FATHER'S MOTHER CAME 
g T O LIVE WITH US FOR JUST 
^ONE YEAR, t h e n she t o o d i e d . 

T h i s was a ve ry d i f f i c u l t 
t ime a s she was a ve ry hard 
d i c t a t o r i a l t y p e pe r son £ 
i t was ha rd f o r us t o a d ­
j u s t t o h e r s t r i c t waya. 

AFTER SHE DIED I WAS SENT 
TP ft MTHPIflC BQnRPiHG 
SCHOOL IH BOSTON. My s i s t e r 
was s e n t t o my a u n t ' s houae 
£ my b r o t h e r s s e n t away t o 
a n o t h e r s c h o o l . At t h i s 
t ime my f a v o u r i t e g r a n d ­
f a t h e r d i e d , bu t I was a l ­
most t o o numb t o f e e l bad . 

THEN MY SISTER £ I CAME 
BACK HOME FOR AWHILE, bu t 
we were not a lways t h e 
e a s i e s t c h i l d r e n t o c a r e 
f o r . We went t h r u I I h o u s e ­
k e e p e r s in 2 y e a r s . Ha! 

IN THE 10TH GRADE I WAS 
AGAIN SENT TO A CATHOLIC 
PJARDIWG SCHOOL FOR GIRLS. 
At t h e f i r s t news of t h i s 
I was v e r y u p s e t , bu t a f t e r 
r e a l i s i n g t h a t t h e r e was 
n o t h i n g I could do I d e c i d ­
ed t o r e a l l y t r y . The f i r s t 
s e m e s t e r I worked day £ 

n i g h t . I t was a ve ry hard 
s c h o o l , £ when my f i r s t 
term g r a d e s were no t a s 
s p e c t a c u l a r as r had hoped, 
I j u s t f e l l a p a r t . I was 
a l r e a d y p r e t t y u n s t a b l e £ 
t h a t j u s t d id i t . There 
j u s t d i d n ' t seem t o be any­
t h i n g in l i f e worth l i v i n g 
f o r . Of courae I was s e e i n g 
a p s y c h i a t r i s t d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d , bu t i t d i d n ' t h e l p . 

DURING THIS PERIOD THE 
ONLY THING THAT KEPT ME GO­
ING WAS SOME CLOSE FRIENDS 
in a n o t h e r town who had a 
band , and I was t h e lead 
s i n g e r . I r e a l l y loved i t , 
£ i t r e a l l y he lped s e e me 
t h r o u g h . 

BESIDES HAVING THE BAND. 
I ALWAYS BELIEVED IN GOD. 
Up t i l l then I had r a r e l y 
e v e r missed church In my 
whole l i f e , a l t h o u g h I was 
becoming more £ more d i s ­
i l l u s i o n e d with t h a t t o o . 
Although I loved God, I 
c o u l d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d why I t 
was a l l so formal £ t h a t i f 
I missed church i n t e n t i o n ­
a l l y a l i g h t n i n g b o l t was 
soon t o h i t me. So one day 
I dec ided i t was t ime t o 
t r y i t £ s e e . This was def­

i n i t e l y t h e end of one l i f e 
£ t h e b e g i n n i n g of a n o t h e r . 

I DO REMEMBER CLEARLY 
THOUGH THAT ONE NIGHT I DES­
PERATELY CRIED OUT FOR THE 
LORD TO TAKE HY LIFE, t h a t 
I d i d n ' t want t o l i v e any­
more. I guess r i g h t then He 
d id t a k e i t , b u t no t n e c ­
e s s a r i l y t h e way I had 
p l a n n e d . 

BY THE TIME I WAS TO GO 
OFF TO COLLEGE I WAS SO 
CONFUSfip. d e p r e s s e d , d i s ­
i l l u s i o n e d wi th l i f e t h a t 
I moved i n t o t h e c i t y . A 
f r i e n d t o l d me t h a t t h e 
m u s i c a l " H a i r " was a u d i ­
t i o n i n g peop le f o r t h e 
show £ s a i d t h a t I shou ld 
t r y o u t . I f i g u r e d i t would 
be good fo r e x p e r i e n c e in 
t h e f u t u r e , b u t i t neve r o c ­
c u r r e d t o me t h a t I would 
make i t . 

HY EXPERIENCE IN "HAIR" 
CHANGED MY LIFE. Неге I was 
a young i d e a l i s t i c hippy in 
a show about t h e same. I 
was amazed t o f ind o u t t h a t 
t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e peop le 
in t h e show d i d n ' t b e l i e v e 
In t h e show's message a t a l l . 
They were on ly t h e r e f o r e n ­
t e r t a i n m e n t o r a r t i s t i c s a k e , 
j u s t f o r t h e money o r t h e i r 
own s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t . I b e ­
came more t more d i s c o u r a g e d 
because I wanted t o s i n g 
about t h i n g s I r e a l l y b e ­
l i e v e d i n , no t j u s t some­
t h i n g t o t i c k l e p e o p l e ' s e a r s . 

DURING THIS PERIOD I WAS 
DOING Л LOT OF DRUGS wi th my 
" f r i e n d s " . I thought I was 
happy f o r a w h i l e , £ then I 
found out I was p r e g n a n t . 
A l l of a sudden my s o - c a l l e d 
" f r i e n d s " w e r e n ' t so f r i e n d ­
l y . Eve ry th ing was f i n e t i l l 
r e a l i t y h i t - I guess I took 
a l e a v e from " H a i r " £ t r i e d 
t o f i g u r e out what t o d o . I 
f e l t so a l o n e wi th nowhere 
t o t u r n £ no one t o t u r n t o . 

I REMEMBER PRAYING A LOT 
DURING THIS PERIOD, bu t a l ­
though I had gone t o church 
a l l my l i f e £ r e a l l y b e l i e v ­

ed in God, 1 n e v e r had a 
p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p £ I 
d i d n ' t know how t o g e t a n ­
swers b a c k . 

I WAS e o s p r w r n B E f i B l f f i E T 
BECAME PREGNANT DURIWf. A 
PERIOD when I wss do ing a 
l o t of d r u g s . Everywhere I 
t u r n e d p e o p l e s a i d , "have 
an a b o r t i o n " . So t o make a 
l ong s t o r y a b o r t , I went 
a g a i n s t ray h e a r t £ had o n e , 

£ show we t h e way £ t h e 
t r u t h . 

IT NEVER OCCURRED TO ME 
AT THE TIME TO STAY WITH 
T/HEH,. so ws r e t u r n e d t o t h a 
p l a c e we had bean l i v i n g 
p r e v i o u s l y . There was one 
g i r l £ myself who r e a l l y 
s t a r t e d r e a d i n g t h e B i b l e 
t became i n c r e a s i n g l y 
more £ more hungry f o r 
t h e T r u t h . We r e a l i s e d 

£ e v e r y t h i n g went wrong. The t h a t we needed a Shephe rd , 
System a lways h a s auch quick aa we f e l t ao a l o n e . We 
s o l u t i o n s t o p r o b l e m s , b u t wanted t o f ind t h i e " fami ly ' -
t hen i t o f t e n caoaea a n o t h e r t h a t had t o l d us abou t J e e u a . 
p r o b l e m , l i k e i n t h e c a s e of WE HEARD THAT THERE WAS 
l i v i n g w i t h y o u r s e l f a f t e r ­
ward % A few months l a t e r I 
ended u p . i n t h e h o s p i t a l 
from c o m p l i e a t i o n a bo th in 
my body £ in my h e a r t . 

AFTER I REGAINED SOME 

BE A BIG "JES 
CONVENTION" i n D a l l a s c a l l e d 
Expo ' 7 2 , £ we f i g u r e d t h a t 
t h i s f ami ly might be t h e r e 
somewhere. So we d rove 2000 
m i l e s t o f i n d them. The 

HEALTH,, I moved from t h e c i t y f i r s t t h i n g we found in 
t o t h e c o u n t r y t o f ind what - D a l l a s was a newspaper w i th 
e v e r i t was I was l o o k i n g an a r t i c l e abou t t h e F a m i l y ' s 
f o r . I had t o t a l l y s topped c o f f e e houae on t h e o u t -
any s i n g i n g I had been do ing a k i r t e of t h e c o n v e n t i o n , 
b e c a u s e I had n o t h i n g l e f t We went r i g h t o v e r , £ I f e l t 

t r a c k a number of t imes wi th 
t h i s i d e a . S i n c e r e , but s i n ­
c e r e l y wrong I g u e s s ! 

I ALWAYS HEED TO GET MY 
MQSE RUBBED IN BEFORE I CAN 
SEE THE TRUTH. Obv ious ly , 
God ' s way of g e t t i n g t h e 
message ou t t h r u music i s 
n o t in some b i g f l a s h y way, 
b u t s imply & n a t u r a l l y t h r u 
o u r sample of l i v i n g t o ­
g e t h e r , which i s what g i v e s 
o u r music meaning . 

№ THE LORD HAS HOT ONLY 

p u t a new song in my h e a r t 
C something a t l ong l a s t t o 
s i n g a b o u t . 

WHILE I WAS IN EUROPE 
WITH THE FAMILY. I met w 
husband . Now t o g e t h e r w i th 
o u r 5 c h i l d r e n w e ' r e h e l p ­
ing "Music w i th Meaning", 7 

s p r e a d i n g t h e message of 
God'a love t o t h e r e s t of 
t h e world His way, not o u r s ! 

t o s i n g a b o u t . 
THE PEOPLE I MET TM THE 

COUNTRY THOUGHT THEY WERE 
SO "AWARE". They t h o u g h t 
c l e a n a i r , h e a l t h food , 
s u r f i n g , m e d i t a t i n g i dope 
were t h e answer . I became 
more £ more d e p r e s s e d , a s 
I was r u n n i n g o u t of ways 
t o t u r n . 

ONE DAY ALL THESE "NEW 
FRIENDS" £ MYSELF DROPPED 
EVERYTHING WE WERE DOING 
£ d e c i d e d t o t r a v e l t h e 
c o u n t r y f o r a w h i l e . Th i s 
t r i p j u s t f u r t h e r exposed 
t h e h y p r o c r i s y of t h e i r 
b e l i e f s £ was j u s t t o t a l l y 
d i s c o u r a g i n g . 

ON THE WAY BACK FROM THIS 
TJtlf we met some peop le in 
t h e Family in Albuquerque , 

so w o n d e r f u l l y overwhelmed 
by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s e p e o ­
p l e were no t j u a t t a l k i n g 
abou t what t h e y b e l i e v e d , 
b u t t h e y were l i v i n g i t . 

RIGHT THEN I KNEW I WOULD 
JOIN, bu t I g u e s s I had a 
few t h i n g s I needed t o l e a r n 
a t i l l . I t r i e d c o l l e g e f o r 
a w h i l e , t hen went t o Europe , 
a l l t h i s j u a t t o f ind t h a t 
a e r v l n g J e s u s was t h e o n l y 
wsy t h a t I would e v e r f i n d ' 
h a p p i n e s s . 

I DISTINCTLY REMEMBER THE 
FIRST NIGHT LIVING WITH THE 
FAMILY. I had t h e most beau ­
t i f u l £ p e a c e f u l dreams l i k e 
I was a t home a t l a s t . 

OF COURSE JOINING THE FAM­
ILY WAS NOT THE END. I ' v e 
been invo lved in a number 

New Mexico who t o l d us abou t of p r o j e c t s r e l a t e d t o r e -
J e s u s . There was one g i r l 
t h a t had such a peace on 
h e r f a c e - - t h e ve ry peace 
t h a t I waa t r y i n g t o f ind 
t o end t h i s t u r m o i l £ con­
f u s i o n t h a t had been go ing 
on in my h e a r t f o r so many 
y e a r s . I took a walk t h a t 
n i g h t £ asked J e s u s t o 
r e a l l y cone i n t o my h e a r t 

c o r d i n g music t h r u t h e Sys­
tem. I guess f o r t h e l o n g e s t 
t ime I f e l t t h a t i f one of 
our songs were a h i t we 
could no t only s u p p o r t o u r ­
s e l v e s b u t g e t our message 
ou t t o o . Th i s sounds r i g h t 
on p a p e r , but it s u r e - d o e s 
n o t work In r e a l i t y . I ' l l 
admit t h a t I got way o f f 
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