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Christians in

RUSSIA

) Nha
- Introduction

‘1 have never seen 30 many Christian young
people in one place.”

This was the delighted reaction of 27.
year-old Matasha Vins when she aitended
Mission 80, Lthe 7,000-sirong youth congress
organized by TEMA (The European
Missionary Association) in Lausanne,
Switzerland. While predominately Euro-
pean, the event attracted participants from
some 26 different nations,

The objeclive of the gathering was 1o
contmunicate to young Eurppean Christians
a vision for world missions, and 10
encourage their active interest in the
extension of Chrisl's kingdom.

MrssioN B0t theme, “Let every longue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,” came
into sharp focus when considering areas of
the world where active opposition to the
gospel is commonptace. This was especially
~a when Natasha Vins, daughter of one of
Russia’s best-known Christian leaders
Georgi Vins, spoke of her experiences as a

subject of interrogation, indoctrination and
ridicule. Her father, a leader in the
Baptist Church, was first imprisoned from
1966 10 1969. Al this lime she was between
the nges of 13 and 15, From 1970 to 1974
her father went underground. He was
unable to live at home with his family, and
she would see him nnly about twice a year,
In 1974 he was again arrested and im-
prisoned. Al the time of his unexpecled
release he had compleled his prison lerm
and was about to begin a period of erife in
Siberia.

At this point I would emphasize that
Georgi Vins is not a Soviet dissident.
That is an inaccurate description of him,
His activities were simply exercising the
freedom of retigion included in the Russian
Constitution and endcrsed by the Soviet
Union’s signing of the Helsinki Agreement,

News of her lather's release was officially
communicated to his family in Kiev 4 days
after it happened.  They knew already, but
only by hearing it announced on a Voice of

oo Amerfea radio broadcast. )i way hard for
“them to believe, They knew it was true
when, later, they heard and recognized his
voice from a press conference in New York.

As men and women of the media, you
wifl be looking for adjectives to describe
the guest of our press conference this
moming. May [ suggest just two as t
introduce  her? The charming and
courageous Miss Malasha Yins.

Natasha Vins

| was born in an atheistic country, but into
a Christian family. From a very young
age [ was forced to experience difficult
circumstances. When 1 went lo school 1
was surrounded by unbelieving [lellow
students, The ieachers were aiheists and
all of them tried 1o influence and indoctri-
nate {he children of believers, In the
classes we were told thal there is no God.
After such anti-religious lessons teachers
wauld ask us to stand up and repeat it we
were Christians or not, If we answered
that we betieved there is a God, the other
students woukd taugh at us.

young Christian living in an environment
of atheistic communism,

Media interest in her testimony was such
that a press canference was arranged by
MissioN 80°s Tnformation Director Luc
Verlinden, Naiasha's response to re-
poriers’ quettions graphically described the
sitvation of Christian believers in her
homeland. International press coverage,
radio eaposure such as on Britain’s BBC,
and TV reporting 10 Dutch viewers, have
ail made this widely known,

The puspose of this booklet is to provide
an even greater number of Christians with
Information they shoutd have to encourngs
the prayer and practical support that fellow
befitvers in Lhe Soviet Union need and
deserve.

Matasha’s father Georgi Vins, repeatedly
imprisoned and sent into Siberian exile, did
not want to leave his native land for
freedom in the Unlied States, At first he
could not understand why God altlowed
this 10 happen.  But later he said, ‘Now 1
know that I am supposed to work on behall
of suffering Christians in Russia.’

His family, which joined him six weeks
after his unexpected expulsion to America,
shere his vision and objectives, In
publishing this record of his eldest
daughter’s participation in Miassion 80, the
organizers pray that it will be a contribution
ta this God-given cause,
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* Christians in Russia
are praying for freedom
to preach and witness...

Decar {ricnds. ] greel youin the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 bring you this
greeting from Chrislian young people of
the Soviet Union.

1 thank the Lord [ was inviled 1o this
conference. Never in my life have 1 seen
so many Christian young people in one
place! I want to tell yor how fortunate

R

youarc. [iisby the grace of God that you
can meet together freely and openly.

Christian young people in the Soviet
Untion have similar desires 10 meet together
tike this. [ remember a meeting I atiended
when I was sMill living in Russia, About
300 of us met in the Ukraine, in a lasge
forest, Because  of persecution, our
meetings are often in forests, We wated
to spend a weekend together in Christian
fellowship, The organization had to be
secret.  We could not send out printed
information, We were unable to invile
missionaries or special speakers as you do.
Tt was impossible to publicize our meeting
by letter or telephone. We did not want
the police to know about our plans.

We met on Saturday morning and put
up & big banner hetween (wo trees. On it
was & picture of Christ's outstretched
hands, Between his hands was the verse:
I have wrilien you on the palms of my
hands® (Isaiah 49:16), That was the theme
of our conference. “We also had musicians
and a choir,

But before we could start, police came to
break up the meeling. They decided we
were toe many, however, so they lefi 1o
call more police, We wondered what we
should do new. The golice might return
in |5 minutes or am hour, we did not know
when, Byt we decided to start our
meeting. We sang, gave lestimenies and
prayed together. How  wonderful was
this time of fellowship, cspecially when
each word of prayer or song could be gur
last. [ will never forged thal experience,

The police came back afler 40 minules
while one of the young men was giving his
testimony, They broke into our circle and
took this young brother. They beat us
and arrested some of us. That was our
youth conference, our “Mission 80"

It would not be true 1o say thai every
Christian meeting in Russia is broken up
bur, when we go to a meeting, we never
know if we will come hame or be arrested,
Ten years ago, in such a forest meeting, T
found Jesus Christ as my Saviour. That
day over 100 uther young people came to
the Lord.  God is still working in Russia
today. In the last 10 years, the Soviel
Union has seen a grest spiritual revival.

According to the laws of our country
children up to the age of 1 are not allowed
o atlend Christian services. But many
oppose this and it is being dene, In our
churches we have an organized Sunday
schiool for children, but this is Torbidden.
When it is so hard in school il is a great
encouragement to gather once a week with
other Christian children. 'We spoke about
school, the guestions we faced there and
what the teachers told us. This was a
great encouragement and help 1o me in my
chiidhood. 1t is hard tv detail all lhe
difficulties Christians face in the Soviet
Union. When we came to the wes! many
things surprised v,

In the Soviet Union it is very difficult to
gt a Bible, Bibles are not sold in shops
and cannot be purchased anywhere. 1
have seen Bibles and parts of the Bible
wrilten by hand. For me it was a great
surprise to see Christian bookshops filied
with Bibles and other helpful hooks, | was
surprised especially by the great amount of
children's literature available, )

Christlan young people love 10 be in
fellowship with each other, but in our
country this too is forbidden. It was a
remarkable thing for me 1o come here and
see the freedom with which Christian young

people can come together.  When 1 see a!l
this fieedom 1 cannot help bul compare il
with the situation of my friends in the
Sovie. Union. It is so very different,

We have heord abeut your father's
release, but how did you and the
rest of your family leave Russia?

When we heard on the radio that our father
was in America we were very surpeised.
AL first it was difficull to believe, but then
we were 10ld we would go to America 1o
live with him. As we began 10 prepare for
this trip, many of our Christian friends
came to our house 1o say goodbye 1o us.
It was very 3ad because we didn’t know Iif
we wotld see them again. Many secret
agents were following us during the Iast
days of our stay in Russia. On the street
opposite our house they parked a bus that
had no licence plates. Twenty-four hours

a day that bus was standing there with
people watching our house.  When [riends
left our house they were stopped by the
egents and scarched, During the final
days there was very much pressure on us.
When we came to the airport to leave
Russia for the Right to New York we were
not permitted 1o board the plane, We did
not understand the reason for this delay
and change of plan. There was a person
from the American embassy who helped us
very much. We were only allowed to fly
later that evening, vie Germany, Later
we were told there was » Baptist Congress
in Houston, Texas, at which my falher was
supposed to speak. Evidently the Russien
Government did not wani my father 1o
appear al thet meeting bul rather to meet
us at {he airport in New York. But he did
nol meet us at ithe airporl.  He went to the
Congress to spesk.

Were you surprised that your case
got suck publicity in the west?

Yes, we were very surprised. We knew
only a little about this in the Soviet Union,

Will current publicity about your
Jamtly have ony effect in the Soviet
Union? ’

The more one writes and speaks here jn
the west about the persecution of Soviet
believers, the easier it will be for Christians
in Russia,

Wiy are we in the west being
asked 1o write and to publicize
problems within the Soviet Union?
Wiy is it not possible for Christians
in Russia to protest to their authori-
ties?

Qur Government does not consider appeals
by Russian Christians, For example,
Christians may write 10 Brezhnev about
the police breaking up their meetings.  Bue
the letters are passed on from his office to

Twenly years ago, many Christians copied”

Biblu by hand. Today, we have more
Bibles. Many come from the west, bt
ilso we have our own underground
printing press. We now have secrel
Sunday schools for children and Bible
studies for young people.

Atheistic laws in the Soviet Union forbid
these Christian activities. Because of this,
many Christians are put in prison. In tha
1930s many thousands of Christians died
inlabour camps. ‘Those who died had one
preyer, They prayed for spiritual revival
in Russta, Their prayer is being answered
teday. But still millions of Russians have
never heard the gospel or seen n Bible,
Christians in Russia are praying for
freedom to preach and witness to these
millions.  Will you join us in that prayer?
We are expecting God to answer. Conlinue
to pray with us and be ready to go as the
Lord makes il possible. The Lord wants
to do great things in Russia, and I believe
he will,

Finally, dear friends, be thankful for the
freedom you have. Use your oppurtunilies
to do more for Jesus Christ.

Press Conference

Introduction by Dave Foster

In introducing our special guest, let me
answer what may be some of your more
basic questions, Nalasha Vins was born
27 years mgo i Kiev, the eldest of 5
children, She has 2 brothers and 2 sisters.
Her father, Georgi Vins, has been the
subject of more western media coverage
than any other Chrislian Jleader jn Russia.

Earlier 1his year US President Carter
arranged with the Russian government for
Aan exchange deal which released Georgi
Vins from Siberian exile afler imprisenmemt
in the Soviet Union, He was taken 1o the
United States.

Six weeks after his release the family,
including Natasha, joined him. 5o she has
been out of Russia § months.

Early int her fife Natasha was rnade aware
of the pressures brought lo bear on Soviel
believers, She was one of only two
children from Christian families in a
whoo! of 1500 students. and was made 1he

those who are responsible for this persecu-
lion. So the people responsible for break-
ing up the meeting are not restrained; in
fact the protest can encourage them 10 do
more, But it is different when protests
came from outside. Good relations with
the wesl are very valuable 10 the Russians,
end when much is writien and said in the
west about persecution they ease the
pressure,

‘Should protests from the west refer a,,
e specific problems or should they
be more general?

It is good when our authorities know thal
people in the west are well-informed on
specific problems. For example, I have a
letter from one of my friends in Russia.
It was prepared by young people in our
churches, and signed by thousands of them.
It is about the need of Bibles for Christian
prisoners, Christians in prison find il
very difficult when deprived of the Word
of God for years during their sentences,
They try 10 have even paris of the Bible
but, when the authorities in labour camps
find them, they take them away. Last
year, one of the young Christian prisoners
went on hunger strike.  He did not eat for
19 days, and wroie a letter 1o the authori-
tics requesting A Bille, He said it was
impossible for him to live without a Bible
as a Christinn. S0 Christian young people
in the Soviet Union decided to write 10
Christians in the west 10 pray about this
and possibly 10 wrile leliers 1o aur govern-
ment asking that Bibles may be permitied
for Christian prisoners so that they can
have them openly. ’

What is the situation concerning
higher education for Christian
young people in the Soviet Union?

For the last 20 years it has been very
difficutt for believers 10 have higher educa-
tion. T know many young people ul our
church in Kiey who started Lheir siudies




