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CONVICTION & HONESTY!
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1. 1 THINK OUR PEOPLE WOULD BE SUR-
PRISED TD SEE WOM DAD SPEAKS OUT ABAINST
THINGS THAT ARE URONG & THINGS THAT ARE
WIL. He doesn’t do it in an obnoxious, rude
ay, but he in no uncertain terms tells
people what he thinks. I1f the waiter in a
restaurant suggests he have shellfish, he’l)
tell them himself or through his transiator,
'Don’t you know that it’s against the Bible
to eat unclean meat, & if you eat unclean
seafoods you might get any one of many
diseases? The Bible says not to eat them for
a good reason, because these dirty sea crea-
tures eat garbage' You really shoauld take
better care of the body God's 9
he’11 tell peoeh with whom he
are smoking, “"SmoKing cigarettes isn’t good
for you'!", & if he were in a place where
sme Man was tursin? & swearing loudly, Dad
would tell hinm the truth too, & reprove hin
for it if he had an occasion o talk to him.
fad makes a ﬂoiu( of telling people the
truth wherever he has the opportunity, when-
tver he’s in the company of people who need
to hear it for their own !
DAD T0 DELIVER
THE TRUTH EVEN TO HIS OMN HURT, & WE SHOULD
AL BE NORE LIKE TRAT' Why not stand up for
the truth & tell people what they need to
know? That is the major part of Dad’s wit-
ness when we go aut & he is always telling
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them. He

people the truth in order to
t & people

hel

really stands up for what isrigh
respect him for it too! He asks waiters to
furn down the piped-in nusic & vocally la-
bels modern American music as “African
jungle rack®, telling the waiters & anyone
within hearing in no uncertain terms how bad
it is & why they shouldn’t listen to T,
that it’s going to make them nervous & deaf,
that it‘s hellish noise from the demons in
Africa, that it’s Devil-inspired! He just
tells the whole message at the risk of of-
fending them, even sirangers, but he tells
them the trulh! I mean, why shouldn’t we
all tell people the truth & stand up for our
convictions & beliefs? 1 have to admit 1
need 2 lot more conviction & fight, because
it embarrassed me sometimes when Iiad would
tell these Systemites straight out what they
were doing wrong, but see, that’s the grnh-
lem, we're either embarrassed for ourse ves,
or embarrassed for them, so we don’t do it'
We gull our Ennchrs, we compromise. We don’t
want to hurt people'! But Dad never waters
down the message, he really tells people
what they need to hear, the fruth! And we
should do that too!

3. 1 THINK PEOPLE IN OUR FANILY HAVE
SIMEWOM GOTTEN THE IDEA THAT THEY/RE NOT
SUPPOSED TO TELL PEOPLE THAT WHAT THEY ARE
DOING IS WRONG. We read a reqort, for exam-

Je, that when one Home first started FFing
hey decided not to drink alcohol because i!
definitely hindered their uitntssln?, &
they’d experienced before that most of their
nenbers just couldn’t handle it well, it
affected their sample & minds to the extent
that it actvally got in the way of their
witnessing. They igreed together as a Home
that they wouldn’t drink alcohol at all, but
when they were faced with having to explain
this to their fish, everyone started compro-
mising their convictions & the truth about
why they preferred not to drink, because
their fish were all drinkin?, k the Family
didn’t want 1o have to tell them all the
reasons why they really shouldn’t drink
either. But of all ﬁeoph who need to Know
that, it’s some of those poor businessmen we
FF who are drinkin? themselves to death!--
The Family’s sample & witness might save
those men’s lives if they’d just tell them
the truth & be a living, loving sample of it
themselves! If you’re afraid to tell people
that what they are doing is wrong, then you
start to compromise with then!



*1f you don’t tell others, you don’t
believe it yourself' Something you
believe, you talk about!®

4, I'H AFRID TOO FBJ OF US SEBN TO
WVE THE FOR THE LORD'S TRUTH
THAT W ' 1 don’t Know what hap-
pened & why we don‘t. Maybe it’‘s because we
went a bit overboard in sone things at the
beginning as a Family, & in our zeal didn’t
use enough wisdom. Many would go home &
blast their parents away & blast everybody
else too with too stron? a condemning mess-
a?e, not balanced with enough love, 1'm
atraid. Then we had to have a turnabout in
using more wisdom & love & not being so
self—riahleous & ouerbnrin? in our witness,
but perhaps everybody went too far again to
the osite extreme & went overboard in
being too sweet & nice & wishy-washy in our
st_a;n'jaﬁ- & our conviction against sin &
evil!

3. OF COURSE, THE CHURCH SYSTEM IS VERY
SELF-RIGHTEOUS m THEIR WITNESS & “600D"
SAMPLE & is so proud to be sanctified & more
holier-than-thou, & "no smoking or drinking
or cursing allowed", etc. But telling people
the truth & warning them of danger because
you are sincerely concerned about them &
trying to help them is not the same as being
sel{—righteous & holier-than-thou.--Telling
them it's not good for their health to smoke
cigarettes & 1t‘s not good to ganble their
money away & it’s not good for them to eat
unclean seafood & become sick or diseased!
Our Family needs to have more conviction to
be able to stand up for the truth & tell
people what they need to Knou!

. ARE YOU GOING TO BE ABLE TO SHOW
THAT YOU STAND FOR THE TRUTH IF YOU DON‘T
STAND UP FOR IT IN FRONT OF THE VERY PEOPLE
WHO ARE LIVING THE LIE & DOING THE URONG
THINGS? Uhat ﬁond is it to witness your
convictions & how can you right any wrongs
if you're nat in direct contact with someone
who is actually doing the wrong? UWhen else
would you have the opportunity? When some-
body’s doing something wrong, that’s when
you have the opportunity to lell them that
you don’t agree with them, you believe what
the Bible says about it & you warn them or
tell them because you want to help them' You
don’t just live it for yourse but you
believe it so much that you wanf them to
live it too! That’s love' You must somefines
warn the wicked of their wicked way in order
to save their lives' (Eze.3:18) What kind of

gutless Christians are we, anyway? Are our
people ashamed to live their Godly convic-
tions in front of others & to tell them they
should® do the same? Do we compromise the
truth to those who need it?

"If the Devil can’t get you to stop,

he tries to get you to ;ﬁnrmise. e
tempts you u?:h half-truths that make
you doubt your convictions or not live
up to them fully. He knows you’ll never
make peace with him in your war on
evil, so he tries to tempt you with a
temporary truce."

7. IF IN OUR HOMES WE ASK VISITORS T0
TAKE OFF THEIR OUTSIDE SHOES & WEAR CLEAN
INDODR SLIPPERS JUST TO KEEP OUR HOUSE
CLEANER, then what’s wrong with our also
asking thea to refrain from smoking in our
Homes? And what’s wrong with telling then
very nicely at the same time exactly why we
don’t believe in it & that it’s wrong & bad
for them, not just for our sake because we
don’t like cigarette smoke in our Home, but
mostly for their health & their sakei Why
shouldn’t we take advantage of every oppor-
tunity to stand up for the truth? If you are
in the company of people who are swearing &
cursing & telling all Kinds of coarse
stories, should you sit there & laugh alon
with everyone else? Do you think we 5hnul§
just calmly accept it & act like it’s
noihing when people are cursing God & enjoy-
ing it? Aren’t we betraying Him by doing so?
Even though their jokes may not be as

"dirty" to wus as they are to the Church
System, still, if people are suurin? &
shouldn’t we

cursin? every couple of words,
tell those people what we feel about it ¢
make a witness out of it? Don’t they deserve
to hear the Gospel as much as anyone else, &
need it even more so?

8. WE DON'T HAWE TO BE ALL SELF-
RIGHTEOUS ABDUT 1T, THAT BE CHURCHY,
BUT WE CAN TELL THDM IN A * The man
in the story I included in the Anecdote Book

wasn’t being self-righteous when he chal-
lenged a vuigar-mouthed unbeliever who was
sguking against God & cursing Him with,
‘txcuse me, but you're talking against the
One that means more to me than anyone in the
World.* Or another example was the man who
responded to a blasphemous mocker, *You'd
never consider talKing in this way in 0y
Eresenu about my wife, whom 1 dearly love,
ut here you’re talking about the One Who
neans nuch more to me than even my wife." Do
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you think he should have just sat there &
said nothing?--1 don’t think so!

OUR PEOPLE HAVE
GOYTEN SUCH A PACIFISTIC, SORT OF LOVEY-
DONEY APPROACH THAT u-'mdm THEY PREFER
T0 JUST LET EVERYTHING PASS & NOT BOTHER 1O

D UP ABAINST BVIL OR WRONG-DOING, & |
hink that’s a very bad attitude. 1t's very
wrong, because if you don’t start standin
up tfor the Lord in the little things, i
you're afraid to confron® evildoers, or just
don’t care or don’{ have the conviction,
what are you ever going to do when you have
to stand up & be counted in much greater
things? Now of course we don’t have such a
list of “"taboos" as the self-righteous
Church System' Maybe we’re not so strict
about the same things they are, like sex &
dancing, or going to movies & ueariq? make-
uﬁ_& drinking wine, but there are still some
things that we definitely feel are wrong, so
to never let anybody know what we think
about them 1 think is very wrong too, as
well as dishonest,

10. SPEAKING OF DISHONESTY: IN OUR DAN-
GEROUS LIVES FOR JESUS, ME SOMETIMES
WAVE TO HIDE CERTAIN THINGS FRRM OUTSIDERS
DUE TO SECURITY & FOR VERY INPORTANT REA-
SINS, & the Lord does not disapprove of this
Kind of so-called "dishonesty”. In fact, He
calls it being 2 "deceiver, yet true’. Just
because we have to be in the Lord’s secret
service & "deceive’ our enemies occasional-
ly ar even sometimes our friends, Is no
excuse for not preaching honesty & prac-
ticing it as much as we can., To the World,
honesty is really pretty clear cut. They
have a certain standard that they {eel
Christians should live up to, & they judge
you on whether you meet it or not. Whether
our standards are exactly the same doesn’t
matter! If we can be honest without riskin
the Lord’s work or His labourers, we shoul
be, We’d better realise how much it means to
the System!--To those who witness our lives!
Like the Apostle Paul said, "If meat causes
ry brother to stumble, n{ it's 0K for me,
what am [ supposed to do?--Destroy not him
nor the work of God just over eating meat'®
(Rom.14:15,20) & ‘He that offends one of
these little ones which believes in Me, it

uere better for him that a millstone were
hinged about his neck, & that he were
drowned in the depths of the sea.’
(Mat.18:4). 1 think we al) need to consider

how important the World considers things
like honesty & truthfulness. 1 can tell by
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some of the comments from our people thatl
they weren’t too enthusiastic about some of
those "Honesty' Anecdotes that I put in the
book. They didn’t like bein% so scrupulously
honest, & they didn’t 1ike the stories where
Christians told people that they didn‘t care
for their Worldly swearing & cursing or

ungodly ways.

994" S FaMILY PEOPLE WavE THAT ATTI-
TUWE T0 JUST BE EASY-BOINS & WIN EVERYBODY
BY LOVE & DON'T WORRY ABOUT THEIR SIN OR
BVIL. We don’t openly confront sin, actual
sin or even temptation, almost as it we base
everything on the Scripture, "All things are
lawful unto me®, so therefore we almost
conclude there 1sn’t any sin any more faor
vs, so don’t worry about temptations. "Why
talk about sin, because we don’t sin, all
things are lawful. Our sins are urliinly
not as bad as the World’s sins because we’re
saved, we‘re forgiven, so we can’t class our
sins along with the World’s. We don’t have
to worry too much about sin or evil because
we’re Christians. We don’t really have many
hnghtinns & sins because ‘all things are
Tawful” & “all things are forgiven.’®

12. IT SEBNS WE'VE
WATERED-DOMN IN CERTAIN AREAS WHERE WE DON'T
REALLY STAND P FOR OUR CONVICTIONS!
figure our sins are not quite so “bad", !
we're special & we can get away with more,
which isn’t a good attitude to have at all.
It’s good that we’re including a few good |
categories in the Anecdotes on sin & honesty
& temptation, It looks like we need to get
back to being a little more "legalistic® in |
some ways & in certain areas
throw out all the rules.--"Well, all things
are pure & 0K, love & mercy overrules, so we
don’t have to worry about any rules or limi-
tations or personal sins." We‘d better
change our standard if this is our way of
thinl(ing, & whether we think that way or
not, other people don’t believe the same way
we do, & what we do not consider *sins®, the
System & other people can consider as very
L}_? sins, So if they think so, we need to
gither teach them why they are not so bad,
or we need to watch out & not stumbie them,
depending on the case.

13. THIS HONESTY PRINCIPLE HAS BEEN A
STUMBLING BLOCK FOR MANY OF OIR FANILY’S
FRIENDS, because our own people have freely
& habitually told unnecessary lies, such as
telling their {fish they’re not married when
they are, or making up stories which aren’t
exactly lruth{ul, we've lost lots & lois
of good friends & contacts that way. The

not just |




Bible talks a 1ot about honesty, & Ananias &
Sapphira & a whole bunch of other people
really got it for not being honest. So we’d
tind it very difficult to explain to the
World or to other Christians why we are
lying to them just to get ourselves out of a
bad or enharrassun? situation. 14 you're
consistently honest with them, then if you
sometimes have to hide something, they cer-
tainly could accept it much bt?ler than for
them to be constantly catching you in all
kinds of lies & coverups. If we have lost
people due to our necessary deception, we’ve
certainly lost a lot more because of our
deliberate, selfish sins of lying when we
should & could have told the tru?h. There
are other certain things, such as lying
that we should not allow, & we should achi
that they are sins! For example, lots of
Family people don‘t get anywhere on time,
yet we don’t realise thal when we promised
to be there at a certain time, we are lyin
if we don’t get there at that time. @n
neither do we count being late as stealin
other people’s time. “What?--Us steal?-
never steal! Even if we did, our Kind of
stealing is not really so bad as actual

stealing." Dad has said some good things in
e section "Redeem the Time" about how
stealing your own time or other people’s
time is just as bad as the sin of stealing

anything else!
. WE'VE GOTTEN SO SORT OF WISHY-

WASHY, ‘THINKING, "THE LORD FORBIVES US FOR
EVERYIHING & VE’RE WIS SPECIAL CHILDREN,

DOINB. 1t“11 all work out alright & we can
get away with whatever we want to get away
with."*That’s about what it comes down to in
some Cases, Whereas 1 think we’re going to
be surprised to see the Lord maybe expected
more of us than He did of other people in 2
lot of areas because we know better & we’re
supposed to be a wonderful sample & yet many
times we aren’t' We’re even a bigger stum-
bling block if we proclain so much that
‘We’‘re the Lord’s chosen people! We are
it!", & then we act worse than the sinners!
15. OUR TEENS SHOULD TAKE A SAMPLE FRON
THE COURAGEOUS STAND OF FAITH THAT DAD TOOK
AS FAR BACK AS HIS SCHOOL DAYS. "In school 1
was a fighter for my faith! 1 frequently
stood up for my faith & spoke out against
what was being taught, & spoke out against
the teachers & spoke out against the text
books. People who don’t stand up for their
convictions & who are ashaned of their faith
or their Fanily or anylﬁln? like that,
cannot stomach! I just cannot stomach peo¥1
who haven’t got lhenfgﬁg to stand up fo
.780:13,74)

what they believe!'" (
14 IF'Yiﬂ%IﬂH'T HAVE
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LIVE UP 70, THEN YOU DON'T KNOW RE
DOING & UMERE YOU'RE GOING & WWAT YOUR

BOUNDARIES ARE' There are some Godly areas &
good habits, 1like honesty & punctuality &
consideration for others & a few other areas
where we’re very sadly lacking, areas that
we‘ve neglected to Keep a higﬂ standard in &
have stumbled 2 lot of people because of
it.--Do you live an honest, G6odly standard
with {irm convictions?

THERE’S NO NEED T0 WORRY ABOUT
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“There's arllyone
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amﬁgrs or
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MOP13i22 11 you don’l tell others, you doa’l believe It
yourself! Somelhing you believe, you talk abowl!

You canaol slop Lhe man of faith! You camnot
dissvade hin! You camnol divert hin! Me’ll go
oa, with or without you, or right over you, if
Moessary!

1 the voice tells me to do semething bad, 1 Koow
it's Abe Devid! 14 it tellsme 1o do scarthing
good, 1 kmow il's God'

People doa’t realise thal i they hold pae little
thing back from the Lord, gag litlle conpromise,
gae little tiny thing from the Lord, 1ther're o
their way lo Lyliding! Becamse gng little
discbedience leads to gnother, little refusal
& denial leads to gnother, pae bit of selfishness
leads to more.

If ke Devil caa’t pot you to plop, he tries fo
pet you lo « M Lempls you with hali-
fruths that make you doubl your coaviclions or mol
live wp to them fully, Me Encws you'!) mever make
peace with hin in your war on ewil, 50 he tries to
templ you with & temporary lruce.
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