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When Are Teens ‘‘Adults’’?

We've been recelving lots of questions
fran the fleld lately regarding our Famlly
teens, & lots of parents & ds are
asking for specific counsel & guldelines on
how to treat & train the teens. Some parents
asked [f when a chiid reaches 12 years old
does that mean he's allowed to drink wine
Ightly & coffee dally & see all the adult
ldeos & keep adult hours & have all the
ame privileges as adults? Apparently thelr
tesns had been asking for adult privileges
once they turned 12 & couldn't understand
why they weren't trested as full-fledged
adults sinos 12 Is considered the adult age
In cur Family.

IT TAES TIME TO MATURE!

Al thou the age of 12 Is when meny
girls begin menstruating & boys producing
samen, In most other respects they don't
have drastic overnight changes. They're
Just continuing to grow day-by-day. And
these years are Just the beginning of the
period called adulthood. Young pecple don't
suddenly turn into ful I-fledged adults over-
night. They're on their way to being an
adult, but they're just starting awut. It
takes time & tralning & love & care & exper-
lence for them to tun Into full-fledged
adults to where they can handle both the
responsibllitles & blessings of adulthood.

Marla sald, "A baby Is still a baby
whether he's one month or even 1-&~1/2 years
old, but you don't glve bables the sam
things to play with when they're one month
old as you do when they're 1-&1/2 years
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old. Just |lke can't suddenly lavish all
sorts of adult 'extras' on 12-year-old
adults, but they need time to grow Into

ﬁm.

"They can't suddenly start having
unsupervised & wnlimited adult activities af
12 when It's the least adult they're ever
going to be. 11's not even sensible! They're
only really Just 'baby adults'. |1t takes
time to mature & grow, 11 doesn't happen all
at oncel [t's llke they've made It to
hlghschool, but they're only In the first
day of their first year.—Just beglnning—4
with everything to learn yet ahead of them.”

Look at us—many of us parents & adults
have been In the Famlly for 10 or 14 years,
& look how many ‘E:'E._llf's taken us to learn
even the very basic lessons & how long It's
taken us to learn fo even trust ourselves
samet(mes with certaln |libertles, |ike FFing
4 sex & money & all. Thank God we didn't
have [t as soon as we turned six months or
nine months old In the Famlly.

No one at any age |s consldered really
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"adult" or a leader or bellwether unless
they fulfll that role with the falthfulness
& responsibility & maturity in the spirit
that [t takes to be an adult In our Family!
Teens are not |eaders | You couldn't
real ly trust most young klds 12 or 13 years
old to be an adult-campanion In a serlous
security sltuation, such as banking or mall
runs or samething. What If there was some
kind of rald or frowle? Could that child
actually handle the situation on hls own &
know how to call In & counsel & know how to
deal wisely with the authorities & all?

We as parents have to be Spirit-led In
what & how much we offer cur young pecple,
to know when they're really ready for It &
If they really even need It. Of course we
want to train all our children to be
sible & Spirit-led & be real labour leaders
for the Lord, but [1's golng to take time.

Q%T FRI!IL%S
We've heard of some s of about 13

years old hablitually drinking coffee & wine
& have questioned the advisability of our
new, pure, fresh Famlly generation of teens
or older children Jumping so eagerly Into
some of these System hang-ups & Worldly bad
hablts that we've been trying to get

fran ever since we Jolned the Fami Iyl

Dad & Merla were even campel led to set
a wine & coffee quota, even decreasing It
several times. We wondered how much of a
"reward" regular wine & coffee are, as well
as many adult vldeos. Sometimes they seem to
be things we just have to folerate for the
sake of some of our adults who seem to "have
to have" these things.

Dad Just sald the other day, "Coffee
can be the Devil's om channel for some
people. Some people Just can't handle 11", &
he's sald the very same thing about wine a
number of times. Dad has sald that perhaps
drinking too much coffee might be one reason
why the adults get so many afflictions &
herpes outbreaks & all, because It lowers
your reslstance & Is Just plaln bad for you
In excess.

Dad has a couple of times offered our
chlldren a |Iittie blt of wine at speclal
dinners, but he never encourages anyone fo
drink elther wine or coffee on a dally
basis. Many of our adults have found that
Instead of [t belng an asset & advantage It
has been more of a |lablllty, resulting In a
lazy, tired spirit & often opening the door
for discouragement & depression If taken In
excess, In the case of wine; nervousness,
Jitters, & lack of slesp etc. In the case of
coffee. (See FSM 16, pg 21, 220; FSM 17, pg
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, 233; FN 54, pg 248.)

17, ::lﬁalrzﬂy don't want to start our
teens on hablts which they don't need &
which could possibly have adverse effects on
+heir health & attitudes, as It has had on a
great deal of our adults, who even have
difficulty handlIng these things wisely, ac-
tually battling against excesses of both!
It t a lot of wisdan to handle |iberties
In a mature spirlt, wine, sex or FFing, some
videos or even heavy meat In the M) Letters
& FsMsl

It's not that drinking only one or two
cups of coffee per day Is so bad, or having
only one 4-ounce glass of wine per week
should be considered sin or weakness; In
fact, It can be considered great progress
for many of our adults who have overindulged
for years to be able o |imit themsslves to
that quentity, GBTl Nelther Is It a blg sin
for our teens to have a cup of coffes once
in awhlle, or even a glass of wine every so
often; we're jJust saylng that It dossn't
seem necessary to encourage them to develop
a habit for these things.

Why would a 12, 13, 14, or even 15 year
old need wine? What are the advantages of
drinking coffee even on an Irreqular ba-
sls?—Especlally for youngsters who are
already energetic & full of Iife & don't
need artificial "highs" to keep tham
up? In some ways, making a serlous habit of
coffee & wine Is akin to eating refined junk
foods & shaving our legs or cutting our hair
4 curling It (Ilke some dol), wearing bras &
heavy make-up & eye |Iner. I1's that Worldly
I1fe that we forsook & dropped out of readl-
ly & wiilingly i

Now, however, sad to say, many adults
have become entangled In In the bondage
that they were once del ivered from & have
gotten hung up with a number of bad hablts,

fally once they got too much off on
thelr own & started "followlng afar of f" In
the FFing days In Europe & under the Chaln,
for example!l That was the old Chain's bad
Influence of exiravagance & worldliness & a
lot of that we've all been trying to
get del Ivered fram ever since the RNRI

With teens now In our Home & with our
older & even chlldren, we're trying
our best dally to "train them In the way
they should go, so that when they are old
they will not depart fram It1". (Pro.22:6)
We don't want them to have the problems &
battles & the sin that has resulted fram our
excess Ivesess, from too much of this type of
thing |lke Worldly music & language, & too
many System videos etc. |f those kids are
atHtracted to all that & want to "copycat"

It, It seems there's something real ly wrong

with us, & that we haven't set the sample of

model | Ing ourselves after Dad & Marla & the
Letters, that's for sure!

But [If we adults can't overcame these
things, at least we should try to let our
chlldren know that they shouldn't do It &
that they shouldn't be that way. Sure, they
may think we're belng hypocritical, but at
least you are trying to teach them to do
right even If you don't.

My mother was a horrible chaln smoker &
she would tell me almost every day of my
life, "Don't you ever smoke when you grow
up, It's a terrible bad habit & | hate It
but | can't stop 111 Just remember to do as
| say & not as | do." At first, | couldn't
understand why she was such a hypocrite &
couldn't have any more self-control. But as
| grew older | could see fram her bad sample
that | didn't want to be |lke her & | chose
not to smoke cl even though almost
all my friends did, because | saw what [t
led to, with her lazy splirlt & her defeated
attitude & Inability to really attack, but
at least she warned me about I+ & | knew it
was wrongs.

There's nothing wong with wine & cof-
fee occaslonally If It helps the teens to
feal grown up & Included as adults, but as a
dally or nightly practice we don't think
it's the wisest course of action for an
because of its potential dangers. Plus think
of the unneces & the bad sample
to others we try to win to the Famllyl what
difference would Worldly people see in us?

' ]

Dad has been very protective of the
teens In our Home, making sure that the
glrls don't do anything "serlous" once they
have thelr periods! What would happen If a
very young girl that age got pregnant, how
would explain that to the authorities?
How would you get a passport & papers & what
would It do for your seawrlty? |t's not

that they have ful I-fledged adult
sex 1111 they're old enough & "adult" encugh
to actually bear bables & get married &
handle it wisely. (Amen!—Grandpa)

Dad had a meeting with our entire Home
to lay down the law for our teen giris! He
made sure that everyone knew that the boys
should treat the giris carefully & pr
fully & he lald down the strict rule that
there would be no serious business whatso-
ever untll they were at least fifteen. They
sametimes have thelr "dates" with boys & can
have lots of fun without the real +thing,
"But don't even get It close, boys—we don't
wanna chance [t! And keep cleanl"—Although
it Is fine with younger boys thelr own age
who don't have semen.

Just |lke we adults had to learn to
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(A Teen Poster for your wall?)

God expects each of His children, those who really know Him, to
touch Him personally & make di

rect contact with Him through prayer.
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"ban the bomb" In the Famlly, our klds at
+hat certaln adolescent age have to be
careful ly & envisloned that they
shouldn't go 400 far too soon & blow the
whole works & bring on a possible serious
sacurl {em that could affect virtually

mmepr& in a clty or countryl

ﬂﬁ'gﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ?
OQur teens a world of potentlal & a

tremendous future ahead & Dad has a very
special wonderful vislon & burden for the
teens, not only for the future, but even
now. We expect a lot aut of cur feens even
now. We're trying to grow them up to I 1ve an
"adult" standard & behaviour & spiritual
maturity! We need to glve them our very best
training & our very best attention, making
sure to make up for any lacks they've had In
the past & glve It to them quick & now,
because time Is so very shortl

Some of our young people, once 've
turned 12 & 13, have mistakenly thought they
could now be thelr own boss & backsl Ide fram
thelr good childhood tralning, they feel
that they've attalned & don't have to listen
to or obey anybody, & can drink coffee In
the afterncon & have thelr own personal
schedule & carry on without any oversight,
but we're sure that if the need for disci-
pline In thelr affalrs Is lovingly explalned
to them, they'll want to cooperate & obey &
even be a great Improvement on us, thelr

If we really want our Famlly teens to
be solld, dedicated 110f new bottle, new
generation, revolutionary adults In our
Family, & not Independent & wndisclplined &
unsupervised, then we must be what we want
them to be. Have we:really learned to
Tn & be dillgent & falthful to redeem the
time to the utmost? Do we know how to feed
ourselves spiritually & hunger for the Word
& Jook up areas that we need to work on In
the Pubdex & read upon Iton owr own &
expraess In writing or verbally some reall
Spirit-led, posltive reactions to the Wor
that we have been reading? Are stil
memorlsing & reviewing dally? Are we ex
ples of the Word?—As we want them to be?

Are we witnessing & winning souls? Are
we obedlent & respectful & submitted to all
adults & leadershlp, & are we the type of
exanples we should be? Then we can expect
them to be.—A wonderful new generstion of
good-example teens that we can be of
In our Family.~0r are they smart-aleck Teen
Terrars that think they can lounge around &
do their own thing & that we "owe" them
speclal treatment & privileges?  Maybe
they've gotten thelr bad habits from us. |If
so, may God help us to get back In Iine.

—a<
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We read In the FSM all the t+ime about
adult parents who are stll| tempted TO smoke
& drimk In excess & curse & have all soris
of terrible sexual perversions that we're
praylng over dally for dellverance all over
the World. |s It our sample that makes our
klds think that there's something &
desirable about those kind of Worldly hab-
1ts? God forbld that our klds get the
sl Ightest desire for that kind of Egypt In
thelr hearts & that we stop manifesting that
kind of desire & vision & hablts to them.
The Devil would just love to tear down any
of the good training we've put Into them all
these years.

Our teens by now should even be a shin-
Ing to the adults of a new genera-
tion, of David's Mighty Men, with a whole

new vislon & anew spiritof David & a
Heaven's Girl anolnting to be busy for the
Lord even now & fulfilling It all the way
through the Endtime, possibly beglnning next
year with the Antichrist rising to power!

Our s should know how to make &
eat good healthfoods & drinks & be turning
averyone on to the right way to do things
like they've read in the MO Letters & Grand-
pa Storles, & take a stand of conviction
agalnst some of these bad hablts & problems
the adults have In the Familiyl

Just Ilke anything else In the Family,
you have to jJudge It by: What are Its
advantages? |s It frultful? Is I+ good for

the work of Cod? Why should we do I17 What
are the benefits?

Are you fraining up the children In the
ways they should go, so when they are old or
even becaming young adults at 12 & 13 & 14,
that they will pot depart from [+7 What kind
of new ?ereraﬂon are you ralsing In your
chlldren? |Is It according to the MO Letters?
Is It the true spirlt of David? God bless &
keep our teens & children, they're our
herltage fram the Lord & our reward & they
deserve the best, don't you think7

Dad recently sald, "Our teens rlghf now
are our Immedlate future, & If we don't hang
on to them we've got no future, because all
of our chlldren are going to be teens before
long, & right at the most cruclal time In
this World's history. They've got to hang on
& fight the battle, because there are golng
to be some tough battles that are almost too
hard for their parents.

"The Lord's got great vislon for our
teens! We really need to Invest our time &
effort In every way we can to hang on to
these teens! Our teens right now are almost
our most Important age, the most Important
to serve the Lord. There are certainly some
beautiful samples of our teens In some of
the testimonies |'ve been readingl"
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