SERIOUS ILLNESS MADE ME LOVE JESUS MORE!

CONFESSIONS & LESSONS FROM ONE OF HO & ESTHER’'S OLDEST!

Fram Hosea (age 15), Orlent:

Lord has been
was that | was putting
my work & the things that | was dolng with
my hands above the Lord's work & His Word &

The maln lesson the

trylng to teach me

the shepherding of the |ittle flock, the
other teens In our Home, whlich the Lord had
glven me to shepherd. | was so Into my work
at the farm that | forgot all about the Lord
& His Word, & It's been a tendency of mline
to lean on the arm of the flesh.

I've had same bad accldents because |
have not been loving the Lord & |lstening to
Him. In the MP It says that If the shepherd
doss not love the Word & Ilsten to the Lord,
then the sheep will be the same way.

Getting away from the Word can cause
many other prablams Tn your I1fe, so | was
not belng a good shepherd & | was hurting
the sheep & pushing them along In my own
proud spirlt Instead of leading them In the
Word & |eading them along Tn love.

| was also murmuring Tn my heart every
time 1t was time to go out singing. | would
say, '"Yes, maybe we should", but all the
other boys were dancing around & getting
ready to go, & | was always the last one,
not really very sager. Once | got ready to

| was over the hump, but the hump was
stlll there. |1 should never be a trial for
one of God's Chlldren to go & preach the
Gospel, so [t was a bad sample. |t didn't
affect the boys so much untll a Iittle while
later. | always thought [t was a lot of work
but that's not the truth, It was just a lle
of the Enany. After we got Into 11, It was
really a lot of fun.

One other thing that | was doing was |
was belng dlshonest In the ITttle things,
not In the great things or blg things, just
In the |1ttie things, |lke questlions that
people would ask me that | didn't answer
honestly, which caused me to stumble & fall
In the next few days & weeks & months. One
day | had an accldent with my [ittle baby
sister & knocked her over, but | didn't tell
everything that happened.

Also when | was golng aound town &
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witnessing to same of these girls, 1t cause
ms to plck up bad spirits & be proud 4
woridly & fo look at how they loock at Thing
Instead of how we loock at things. Al
the Lord has used us & we have won qulte
lot of souls, same of these people have beg
very worldly & have Influenced us to slijy
Into that really "oool™ attitude. _
That goes along with desiring +he glrjs:
In the System, & that was not really
Fanlly way, |lke oohing & aahing over thg
as we'd drive by In the ca. There n’?
shespy boys as well as girls, but we “'WHE
Just witness to girls because of how pretyy
they were, not because of how sheepy f
were. So that was really a Ile of the Engy:
that he tricked us Into. 4
Another thing was that we tried to g!
around town belng "cool", but If when | hsf
to go around town with Mamy | felt ashamy;
because | couldn't act cool because |
with my Mother. 11 was very wrong. Bely,
ashamed of belng with my Monmy was a realjy
System attitude that | picked up from ff
other teeragers that we were wlinessing ty,
how they were rebelllous to thelr mothers |
fathers. The Lord really showed that tom
In the middle of one of my highest fevers,|
| really cried out to the Lord & asked Momy
to fargive me. i
The Lord 1s real ly breaking me In iy
time to really yleld to Him & His Volce }
His WIll & be what He wants me to be, |
I'm really asking Him for Hls Spirit & bely
willilng to do what He wants me to do,
follow the Lord & His Word & my parenfs
Instead of trying to go all along on my o
| can get In a lot of trouble because |
really gets to my pride. Pride 1s my maj¢
woakness. | really prayed that affer
flre of this fever that | am a new boy o
& | know He wants me to confess to you all,
One of the flrst things that caused ®
to get worldly along with my brothers, ws
when we jolned this worldly swimming test
At first we felt It was a good chance 1o
a wltness, which It was, because we real
got to witness to all the folks on our
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But after the flirst race we had, they reallfi
& ou captain Wi
Into speed & racing & pushing us ®f
Info swimming (&%

encouraged us ‘o race,
real ly
put  ou whole hearts
forgetting about all the people around
that we were witnessing to. .
After awhlle we began to see that

all. They had already made up thelr m

B
people mwhmmnﬁmsmg?

R —"

LA MO e W ke e e - -




e

=R 2R B

| Just stopped bothering to talk to them. |
was SO up In the swimming & practic-
Ing & seelng howwsll | could do In the

races that | really strayed away & got Into
worldliness & the spirit of 1tion.
Also because we though we were

such good swimmers we were discbeyling the
Fanl ly swimming rules. We would go there &
swim as far as we were supposed to & doing
1t Just llke everybody else & there wasn't
really anybody watching us In this wvery
dirty swinming pool. 1+ was very unhygenic.

We were putting all of cur energy Inmfo
+he swimming Instead of Into our schooling &
or day life & the Word & loving the
word. We would always drag our feet when It
came time far school.

(Esther: When you first became sick &
wo thought you had the measles & we thought
you may have picked 1t up when you were out
wltnessing, 1t came to me that 1+ was when

were at the swimming pool. When | went
along to watch you & be with you there, |
san that you boys were plcking up more of
the splrit of the other kids, & | got a
then that you were so weak In the
spirit that you could plck up not only their
slcal diseases but perhaps their warldly
spirits too.

(You were belng splrltually weakened &
weskened physically, & also we as parents
were woakened spiritually because we weren't
as gaare as we should have been of how much
of an affect this was having on you, there-
fore the Enemy was really al lowed to get In.
S0 therefore the measure of protection that
the Lord usually Elves us when we're aut
witnessing In the System, was taken away
fram us because rather than ocur Imparting

being strong In the

irit &
girif. we were aklng of thelr bad

girlt.

| e Also | wasn't belng very falr to my

+ | was rebuking them & telllng them

shesp
[ off for things that | would then turn around

& do right Iin front of thelr eyes, & they
would see. So could see that | was
really very hypooritical In those things.
When they would correct me,| would tell them
that they really shouldn't corect me. |t
was very unfalr. |'m very sarry to all the
boys that | offended In this way. | want you
to know that |'ve really been wrong & the
Lord Is really spanking me.

One more very Important thing Is that |
wasn't belng very loving to the other teens
& | wasn't showing them lows. | wasn't
really helplIng them & encouraging them to do

better. | was Just grumbling & mumbling
around the house & being a very bad sample &
discouraging. The Lard really showed me how

if you want to be grumpy He can really make
you side & grumpy!

| also still had a problem being araund
the adults, that if | didn't get my way, |
would become very rebelliocus about It. It
was just |lke being rebelllcus with God,
because If you're a Iittle bit rebellicus

with a then you're bel rebellicus
gggins’rm God woz'f bless ?g.

No matter how high the fever was | just
started pralsing the Lord & thanking the
Lord & staylng Tn a positive spirit no mat-

ter how high & hot & hard Tt got, no matter
how many nlghts It went on, & flnally |
slept through half the night & | was so

happy. (Esther: This came at a time when you
had just flnally learned to be wlllII 4
swmitted & yleld your heert, & you sald
that you weren't golng to be pushy or trylng
to tell God when to heal you or how God
should do 1t. At that polnt Is when the Lord
finally gave you the cawplete victory &
released you fram the fever. |t didn't hap~
pen untll that polnt, because even though
you were learning the lessons, your splrit
had to change.)

TIL for the victory! |'m thankful for
how He has taught me so much! ILY! Lowe,
Hosea (See "“Is it Cool to Serve Jesus?" in this book,)

wre praylng for Hosea & praylng about what
s ;ha Lord Is dolng, s 1t's because the

_Is dealing with him about his getting
Hripped off 1n the things of this World &

e affalrs of this I1fe Instead of getting

the Word. Same of you teens are getting
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Be a Dropped-out Soul-winner!

Hosea FORSAKE WORLDLINESS & LIVE YOUR CALLING!
" The thing that was canlng to me when we are we beconing more |Tke them?

It reminds me of how | got off the track
hanglng around wlth worldly people when |
was In Hong Kong. Now you boys In different
ways have been manifesting how much you have
become |lke some of these System klds you
have been with. Of course, belng wlth them
Is for the purpose of belng a witness. But
when the means to an end becames an end In
Itself & you get trlpped off In It Ilke "The
LTttle Dog Dream" & you forget where you're



