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If I Only Had!-Reflections on ‘“Days of Heaven’’! |

TEEN TRAINING TAUGHT ME HOW MUCH | NEED JESUS!

=From

GBY! ILY! | was reading the new Teen
Mag #41 & | wanted to shere with you some
things | learned fram reading It! | was

really convicted by 1t & at first | had the
attitude of, "Oh well, | was there for all
of It & | don't really need to get as much
aut of [t+." But as | was reading It the Lord
was showing me a lot of things that | did
not see before! The first night when we got
i+, | Just skimmed through I+ a I1ttle bit
& that nlight | went through a blg trlal. |
don't really know why | was crylng, but |
began to sort of Just search my heart &
really see If | really did my best with the
Teen Tralning Program. |'m sorry to say |
really didn't do my best & dldn't give 1t my
all the Lord convicted me that | hadn't
apologlsed to you or Uncle Mark for acting
the way | did.

S50 | want o apologlse to you for
really belng the toughest one & for really
belng unylelded & rebelllous & |'m really
sorry about that. | especlally want 1o
apologlse to you, Uncle Mark, because | got
In a famlllar attitude with you & when |
went to Grandpa's house | dldn't really
respect you |lke | shoulds So I'm really
sorry about that & | know | really made It
hard for you & 1+'s all my own fault. |It's
Just because of my pride & my rebelllousness
that | dldn't yleld to you & | didn't |lke
the things you were telling me, because It
was really the truth you were telling me & |
really didn't Ilke 1t. So, Lord forgive me &
I'm really sorry. |f the Lord ever gave me

Ruth (After returning to her former
Haome) :
Dear Auntle Sara & Uncle Mark,

- was the hardest one to take care of &
-scrry

. about why

another chance, | know with the Lord's help
| would do better. TYL!

Also to you, Auntle Sara, | know that ||
I"n
that | made it hard for you to try t,
get things through to me. | guess sometime
| have been lamenting now because | dldn't
Iisten then & | really didn't take the wholg
opportunity & learn all | could while | wa
there. | was Just praylng about how Naomi |
| both came at the same time & | was prayin!
| didn't do so good. b

The first thing the Lord showed me |y |
that when somecne first talked to us aboj! |
going to visit you, she sald to really pry -
about I+ & toreally see If we were willly, !
to be trained & If we really wanted §,
change & +to pray to make the choloe & | ¢
belleve Naoml did, but | didn't. Plus | ¥
thought | could do 1t pretty good Inmy o F
strength & | thought | was dolng all right! 1
but real ly that was just self-rightecusnesy| 1
| was really thinking | could do it all g
my own strength, but Naoml really wanted ' ©
learn, she really wanted to do things & o/ 9
knew she couldn't do It & she knew It
only the Lord Who could do I1t. But |
thought, ™ell, | can do it & | can lem
all the things | need to learn & | can do
myself wlthout asking the Lord." Anothe
thing | saw was that she's really receptly
to her lessons & If anyone would slightl
almost even Just hint to her or _
something to her, she would really take |t
to heart. Whereas for me, you almost had o
pound [t through my head before 1t would
ever even dawn on me that | was even d:l!’} "
anything wrong. See, 1t's just because I'%!
been very unylelded & | was thinking | caull
do It & I really couldn't & | can see now.J
really blew I+ a lot of times.

One nlght shortly before | left we wr
around the dinner table & we were .2l 2
singing & praylng & | just heard the
"Days of Heaven upon the Earth." |
broke down & wept because that's reall
It was.—It was just Days of Heaven
really thankful to be one of the very
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could rewind time & go back & try fo 8
things over agaln! But the Lord showed !
that He had to have me do those tThings
make those mistakes to humble me, & that
real ly something that |'ve been learninge

The Lord had to show me how nothlngdfi =
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an & how |'mbad,
never be good & ['1| always be bad, but how
1t's Jjust the Lord who can do anything

1'm really bad &

through ms. | was just thinking how I've
had so much tralning, & I'm still having 1t,
{'m In a place where there's Teen Tralnlng
glng on. I'm prlvileged to still be
gound more tralning & | can stlll learn
lessons from others & have others polnt
4hings aut to me & +o really be supervised &
it's really good for me. The other girls

ably don't have as much supervision & as
close a watch on them as | do.

At first It was really bothering me a
|l1ttle blt because | thought | was golng to
come back & have this great blg glorious
ministry & fo be "The Teen From Grandpa's
House That Got Teen Tralning." But | think
that 1f | had came back when | was |lke that
4 thinklng that way | think | would've
really been a blg flop. I'mreally glad |
got to come back with Uncle Gabrlel & Auntle
Mercy so that | wouldn't be able to get

proud about the fact that | was there &
think that | was so good o | got all the
#raining.

When the "Self-Rightecusness" GN came
ait the Lord let me get sick because | was
Ing a IIttle off track & getting Into my
rebel | lous unreceptive spirit agaln & so the
tord let me get slck so | could really spend
time In His Ward. That really helped me
because | know |'m really self-rightecus!
I+ says In the GN that He f1lls the hungry
wlth good things but the full He sends empty
away, & that really spoke to my heart
because 1f |'m full of my on ldeas & If |'m
full of my own ways & kind of push my
an  through & trying to get my way &
full of my ldeas of what's right & what's
rong He'l| send me empty away, but If I'm
hngry He'll fl11 the hungry heart. I |
wnt fo learn those things that | need to
learn, then He'll help me learn!
S | have to humble myself & really
swrender myself to the Lord. Naoml's
#rtlcle on "The Joy of Surrender" really
tonvicted me because | have to surrender
v detajl to the Lord so He can use me.
| thing In the Self-rightecusness GN
s "whenever the Devi| tempts you to get
88lf-r Ighteous about something & proud about
smething, you've got to flght 1+." So that
ﬂly gave me a victory—to know how to hit
ik & Just to say, "Get thee behind me,
Satanl (t's not me, It's Just the Lord! |'m

Mot lng to take the credit for this! |'m

{ Wt better than the others! | give all the
!ﬁ‘ to Jesus!" Because when | start
. Patting myself on the back & when | start

| thirking 1'm so good then that's really when
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| start golng down.

1'm really really really thankful for
all that you did to help me! Even when 1+
looked |lke | wasn't dolng good at all, you
still had falth Inme & you still kept on

tralning me & kept trying & I+ did bear good
frult In my life & did help m! I'm so
thankful that you held on to me & you didn't
Just completely reject me like | was a

hopeless case because that's what | really
felt |lke, a hopeless case! GBY! I'll love
you forever. | hope this letter really
encourages you that the Word never returns

vold & It dldn't return vold Inmy life & It
accompl Ished what It was supposed to do.
Words can't say how thankful | an for you &
for all you've taught me.
Love, Ruth

(GBY, sweet Ruth! What a wonderful victory
that the Lord has contlnued to feach you &
show you more & more! | thought | was the
hardest one to work with! See, | foo feel
Ilke | should & could have done so much
better during ow TTIR +ime together, so
don't feel too badl—We can still do aur
best for Him now & only He can do it anywayl
Once you've learned that lesson, to let go &
let God, ﬂmmcanhmrlﬂs wonderful wayl
WLYSYM & always will & you're very preclous
to us alll We all have fond & sweet
mamorfes of you & o time together. "God
g!vs;h grace unto the humble." Love, Auntle
Sara

1 Got A Demerit Today!
By Marla, 13 yrs, LA TIC
| got a demerit, my first one, today!
My tower of works! Oh, it's melting away!
But correction Just hurts me because of my
pride
| meed to just learn how to take
stride!
| look at that chart hanging on the wall
And ol 'Satan says, "So you see, after alll
They're attacking you, beating you down o
the floor!™
But Jesus, = He says,
marel"
So | plcked up my book, the spiritual sword,

It In

"Just get up one time

And decided |'d listen this time to the
Lord!

'Cause correction Is really a blessing you
seel

If you take It, you'reon your way to
victory!

As | read, | began to see clearly the |ight

The most wrong | get Is Insisting |'m right!

And there's one kind of victory you just
cannot beat,

I+'s the victory that cames from a  seeming
defeat!



